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NORTHWESTERN NEW JERSEY 


CLARENCE EDWARDS CASE—Born Sep- 
tember 24, 1877, in Jersey City, New Jersey, Sen- 
ator Clarence Edwards Case is a son of Philip 
and Amanda V. (Edwards) Case, and a descend- 
ant by direct line, on the paternal side, of 
Johan Philip Kase, who settled about the year 
1738 in Hunterdon County, New Jersey. From 
this sturdy pioneer sprang the branch of the well- 
known Case family, which for generations have 
resided in Northwestern New Jersey. The great- 
grandfather of Senator Case, Philip Case, removed 
from Cherryville, Hunterdon County, to Somer- 
set County in about the year 1811. He was a 
farmer and operated a goodly tract of land along 
the Raritan River. He married Helena Cole in 
1795, and had a large family of children, of whom 
the youngest, Peter Case, was born October 27, 
1810. Peter Case came to Somerset County as 
an infant and lived his entire life in or near Som- 
erville. For many years he was the court crier 
of the Somerset County courts. He married, 
November 20, 1834, Mary Ann Herder. Their 
son, Philip Case, married Amanda V. Edwards, 
of Prospect Plains, New Jersey, a young woman 
of Welsh parentage, and it is of their son that 
this biographical history is written. 

Clarence Edwards Case, as a boy, had to com- 
bat all the obstacles of poverty. He received much 
of his early education in the public schools of 
Paterson, New Jersey, where, at the age of twelve 
years he carried newspapers after school hours. 
He left school entirely when he was but thirteen 
years old, and went to work. After an interval 
of two years he managed to induce his employer 
to take him on a part-time basis—afternoons and 
Saturdays, and with this spare time at his disposal 
he went to the staff of the Paterson Scientific and 
Classical School (known as Roger’s and Magie’s), 
and induced them to take him in as a student for 
the regular academic course, but at half. price. 
He completed his college preparation at the Rutgers 
Preparatory School in 1896 and graduated from 
Rutgers College in the class of 1900, the first 
honor man of his year. He then entered the New 
York Law School and graduated therefrom in 
1902. During all this time he was working 
throughout his summer vacations: first as cashier 
in a West Street (New York) produce commission 
house, reaching his desk at 4 o’clock every morn- 


ing; and later as clerk at the Monmouth Beach 
Club House. Upon the completion of his law 
studies he at once returned to Somerville, New 
Jersey, where he read law for a year under the 
competent preceptorship of the Hon. Alvah A. 
Clark. He was admitted to practice as an attor- 
ney in November, 1903, and as a counsellor-at-law 
in February, 1907. After admission to the New 
Jersey bar he remained in the office of Mr. Clark, 
and later, in 1906, he entered into partnership with 
this learned man, maintaining that business re- 
lationship under the firm name of Clark & Case 
until the year I910, when he was appointed by 
Governor Fort to serve as judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas of Somerset County. He served 
as county judge for a period of three years, and 
resigned on January I, I913, to reénter general 
practice. This part of Senator Case’s life, how- 
ever, is slightly ahead, insofar as chronological 
order is concerned, of all that transpired during the 
seven years he was in partnership with Mr. Clark. 


.For he entered politics almost immediately after 


his admission to the bar and was closely identi- 
fied with Senator Frelinghuysen’s career in the 
New Jersey Senate. He served for a time as clerk 
of the Judiciary Committee; and, later, as private 
secretary to the president of the Senate when 
Senator Frelinghuysen filled that chair. He was 
himself elected to the New Jersey State Senate 
from Somerset County in the fall of 1917; he was 
three times reélected by increased majorities; and 
is at present (1927) beginning his fourth term in 
that office. He was majority leader on the floor 
of the Senate during the I919 session, and was 
president of the Senate during the 1920 session. 
An interesting incident with a rather important 
outcome occurred with relation to the organiza- 
tion of the Senate for the year 1919. It was 
known that Governor Edge would resign as Gov- 
ernor on or about the first of March, 1919, in 
order to take the oath of office and enter upon 
his duties as United States Senator. It was, 
therefore, certain that the Senator, who became 
president of the Senate that year would be Acting 
Governor during the period of about ten months. 
The position of president, therefore, became a very 
desirable office. Senator Case and Senator Run- 
yon were candidates for the position, but the Re- 
publican members of the Senate, numbering four- 
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teen, were equally divided in their allegiance. 
Through many ballots seven members voted for 
Senator Runyon and seven for Senator Case until 
the conference in desperation suggested to the two 
candidates that they should withdraw and deter- 
mine between them which should be president and 
which should be the majority leader. It is said 
that the matter was determined by the drawing of 
lots. Senator Case is said to have prepared two 
slips of paper upon one of which was “Senator 
President” and the other “Leader.” Senator Run- 
yon had the lucky draw, and he thereupon became 
the Acting Governor. Senator Case became ma- 
jority leader for the year 1919, and the following 
year became president of the Senate, and as an 
incident to this presidency was himself acting 
president during the week preceding the inaugura- 
tion of Governor Edwards. Senator Case has 
been identified with several legislative matters of 
large importance. He was the introducer and spon- 
sor of the bill creating the New Jersey State police. 
He was the introducer and sponsor of the series of 
bills that resulted in a new compact between the 
States of New York and New Jersey, and in the 
creating of the Port Authority of the Port of New 
York, of which large things are expected. Senator 
Case also succeeded in adding Route No. 16, cut- 


ting across the State from Princeton through Mer-. 


cer County, Somerset County, and Morris County 
to Morristown, to the State Highway System. 
Despite the many exacting duties of the official 
offices that Senator Case has filled, he has never- 
theless applied himself closely to the practice of 
the law. For many years he has been attorney for 
the Board of Chosen Freeholders of Somerset 
County. He organized the Raritan State Bank and 
the Manville National Bank. He has acted as 
counsel in many prominent trials, of which the 
most conspicuous was that of the famous Hall- 
Mills case. He has been far from inactive in club 
and social life; he has, of course, kept up- his 
membership in the Somerset County Bar Associ- 
ation and the New Jersey State Bar Association; 
he is now a trustee of the latter, and an ex-presi- 
dent of the former. He is an active member of 
the Raritan Valley Country Club, and holds mem- 
bership in the Rotary Club. He is a member of 
the Delta Upsilon college fraternity and the Phi 
Delta Phi Law School fraternity; the Free and 
Accepted Masons (Scottish Rite and Shrine); the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; and the 
Knights of Pythias. He is an honorary member 
of the Order of Foreign Wars. Senator Case, in 
his religious life, is a member of the Dutch Re- 
formed Church, and has served upon the consistory 


of the First Reformed Church of Somerville, both 
as a deacon and as an elder, being at present 
president pro tempore of the Consistory. He is an 
alumnus trustee of Rutgers College, and president 
of the Somerset County Red Cross. 

Senator Case married, January 29, 1913, Anna 
G. Rogers, of Lexington, Kentucky, and by her 
he became the father of three children: 1. Hen- 
rietta Rogers Case. 2. Clarence Edwards Case, Jr. 
3. Philip Case. Mrs. Anna G. (Rogers) Case 
died November 28, 1922, and Senator Case mar- 
ried (second), July 25, 1925, Ruth Weldon Griggs. 
Senator and Mrs. Case reside at No. 246 Altamont 
Place, Somerville, New Jersey. 





JOHN GARRETSON GASTON—AIl busi- 
ness, financial, civic and community matters that 
secure for Somerville its standing among the town- 
ships of its rating in the State, have in John G. 
Gaston an associate and an official whose influence 
and capabilities have invariably been directed to 
the growth and general improvement of the town 
and the institutions represented therein. A founder 
and promoter of many of the best interests of the 
community, Mr. Gaston is rightly accounted one 
of the most prominent men in this section of the 
State, and a lifelong factor in the steady upbuild- 
ing and increase of the general welfare and pros- 
perity. 

John G. Gaston, president of the Trust Com- 
pany at Somerville, was born August 28, 1862, at 
Pluckemin, New Jersey, son of Hugh and Jane 
V. (Garretson) Gaston, both now deceased. Hugh 
Gaston served as a freeholder of Someset County 
for several years, then was elected county collec- 
tor of Somerset County in which office he served 
many years. He died in 1899. John G. 
Gaston, his son, after attending the public 
schools, came to Somerville, where he was em- 
ployed for a time as a clerk, and in 1892 he 
began to engage in the dry goods business. Mr. 
Gaston became one of the most successful mer- 
chants of Somerville, retiring in 1916, when he 
turned over the business to his son. Throughout 
his career Mr. Gaston has proven one of the most 
active of the present-day factors of the municipal 
life of Somerville; he served as postmaster from 
1906 to 1915. Since 1896 he has been a member of 
the board of directors of the Trust Company; and 
its vice-president since 1906, and on January 1, 1924, 
he was made president of that company. He is 
also vice-president of the Citizens’ Building & 
Loan Association, which office he has held for 
many years. 

The Somerville Trust Company was founded in 


NORTHWESTERN NEW JERSEY 5 


in 1864 by Colonel A. D. Hope, who served as its 
president from that date to 1874. In March, 1864, 
a group of men met at his invitation to organize, 
and to make application for a charter, the follow- 
ing named men constituting the first board of di- 
- rectors: Aaron D. Hope, Samuel D. Birdsall, Sam- 
uel W. Davenport, Samuel S. Hartwell, Nelson 
Young, John W. Taylor, Peter V. Staats, John 
G. Schenck, Joseph Thompson. At this meeting, 
that was held in the James H. Garnsey Hotel, 
known as the old County House, Colonel Hope was 
elected president and Edward F. Loomis was en- 
gaged as bookkeeper. John W. Taylor, father of 
William H. Taylor, resigning as a member of the 
board, was elected cashier at a salary of $1,000 a 
year; and the first clerk was engaged at a salary 
of $15 a week, this to continue for a period of three 
months, after which, if he proved a satisfactory 
incumbent, he would receive an annual salary 
similar to that of the cashier. 

On May 2, 1864, this bank was chartered under 
the name of the First National Bank, and the meet- 
ings continued to be held at the Garnsey Hotel and 
the Ten Eyck House, which was located at the 
corner of Main and Division streets. The first 
meeting there was held on June 4, 1864; and in 
1872 the bank built the block where D. N. Mess- 
ler’s real estate agency is now located, and opened 
their new quarters in this building. The property 
of Dr. Cyrus H. Craig was purchased some years 
later, and in 1899, construction of the present 
building was begun, the bank removing to its new 
home April 1, 1900. When Colonel Hope retired 
from the presidency Nelson Young was elected to 
that office, and he was succeeded in turn by Peter 
DeWitt, J. N. Vanderbeck, and William H. Tay- 
lor, who served for two years, retiring in 1924, 
when the present president, John G. Gaston, was 
elected. At the time the present building was 
erected, James J. Bergen was chairman of the 
building committee, the other members being James 
Brown, Jr., and William H. Taylor. John W. Tay- 
lor continued as cashier from January, 1864, to 
1890, when William H. Taylor was elected, so con- 
tinuing until 1921, when Harry Biggin was elected 
secretary and treasurer. ‘The First National Bank 
became the Somerville Trust Company in 1914, 
and Mr. Gaston was its vice-president from 1904 
to the time of his election as president; and as- 
sistant secretary and treasurer David T. Lane has 
been connected with the bank since 1906, In 
1923-24 the bank building was remodelled, and the 
Somerville Trust Company now has one of the 
finest and most commodious banking houses in the 
State. The capital stock of the bank is $200,000, 


and the surplus fund is $300,000, the deposits to 
June 3, 1926, amounting to $4,703,760.61. 

Fraternally, Mr. Gaston is affiliated with Solo- 
mon Lodge, No. 46, Free and Accepted Masons; 
Keystone Chapter, No. 25, Royal Arch Masons; 
Lodge No. 1046, Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks; and with the Patriotic Order, Sons of 
America; and he is a member of the Raritan Val- 
ley Country Club, and of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association; and was formerly a member of 
the Rotary Club. He is a Republican in his polit- 
ical views. 

For years Mr. Gaston has been active in the 
work of the Second Reformed Church, serving as 
its treasurer; and when the present church was 
built in 1894, he was president of the consistory, 
deacon, elder, and later delegate to the classis. 

John G. Gaston married, March 17, 1886, Ella 
B. Smith, Somerville, who died December 5, 
1925, daughter of Cornelius B. D. and Judith (Ten 
Eyck) Smith. Mr. and Mrs. Gaston were the 
parents of one son, George A. Gaston, now a mer- 
chant succeeding his father; he married Mae 
Brown, and they have one son, John G. Gaston, 
Jr., born November 23, 1915. 


ROBERT LANGDON MURPHY—As chief 
probation officer and county adjuster of Morris 
County, Robert Langdon Murphy is making quite a 
record at Morristown, and enjoys a deserved pop- 
ularity. Mr. Murphy was born December 27, 1894, 
at Brookfield, New York, son of Martin J. and 
Mary (Langdon) Murphy, his father being super- 
visor of roads of Morris County. 

Robert Langdon Murphy started his education 
at the grammar schools and graduated from the 
Morristown High School. Determined to study 
law, he matriculated at the New Jersey Law School 
with the class of 1917, where he remained, pursu- 
ing his studies until May of that year, when he en- 
listed as a yeoman in the United States Navy and 
was assigned to home service until he passed the 
examinations for ensign and was then assigned to 


- the United States steamer “Guantanamo,” which 


was engaged in carrying supplies to the Allied 
armies in Europe. In June, 1919, he was honor- 
ably discharged from the service. After having 
enlisted for sea service in May, 1917, Mr. Murphy 
was granted leave to return to college and receive 
his degree, the next month. Thereupon, instead of 
entering upon the practice of his profession, he 
went into the conflict against the Germans. After 
additional study, he was admitted to the bar in 
February, 1920, as attorney, and in 1923 as counsel- 
lor. He practiced until 1920, when he received the 
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appointment of chief probation officer of Morris 
County; his commission dates from February of 
1920. He maintains law offices at Mendham, New 
Jersey. 

Mr. Murphy is a valued member of Lodge No. 
815, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars; the American Legion; 
the Roman Catholic Church and the Knights of 
Columbus. He is a member of the Delta Theta 
Phi Fraternity. 

Robert Langdon Murphy married, June 9, 1923, 
Julia Glanville, daughter of John H. and Mary 
(Morrison) Glanville, of Morristown, both of 
whom are still living, and their union has been 
blessed with a son, Robert Langdon Murphy, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Murphy reside at Mendham, New 
Jersey. 





GEORGE P. McDANOLDS, one of the larg- 
est and most successful farmers and dairymen in 
Branchville, New Jersey, and the descendant of an 
old and well known family in this State, was born 
on March 23, 1862, at Branchville, New Jersey, 
which township has for many generations been 
the seat of the McDanolds family. 

The first allocatable ancestor on the paternal side 
to settle in Sussex County was William McDan- 
olds, who came from Morristown, New Jersey, in 
about the year 1790. His brother Joseph, and his 
sister Mary McDanolds evidently accompanied him, 
but shortly after their arrival the sister married 
Simon Westfall and with him went to live in 
Wayne County, New York, where she remained 
until the time of her death. Joseph McDanolds, 
the brother, later returned to Morristown. Wil- 
liam McDanolds was a clockmaker by trade, and 
one of the pioneers of this craft in America. He 
remained at this type of endeavor all of his life, 
and it is a point of especial interest that many of 
his clocks are still in the possession of the older 
inhabitants of Branchville and the rest of Sussex 
County, while others are highly prized by con- 
noisseurs of antiques and early Americans. William 
McDanolds married Jane Stoll; both of these fine 
old people are now interred at the Palins Ceme- 
tery, Frankford Township, about three miles from 
where they had their home in Branchville. They 
were the parents of five children: 1. Henry 
“Rickey,” of whom further. 2. Hugh, was a 
noted hunter and marksman, and kept a public 
house at Lafayette. 3. Israel, worked at the trade 
of clockmaking and after his marriage took up 
farming. 4. Mary, who married John W. Smith. 
5. Joseph, carried the mail from Newton to dif- 
ferent points of Sussex and Warren counties for a 


great many years. He finally became a merchant 
at Colesville, and, later, at Swartswood, remain- 
ing in the latter place until the time of his death. 

Henry “Rickey” McDanolds was born in the 
year 1799, and in 1819 he married Catharine Stivers, 
a daughter of Randall Stivers, of Frankford. She 
was born in 1800 and lived to be sixty-two years of 
age. Henry “Rickey” McDanolds spent his early 
life at the clockmaking trade, and he later carried 
the mail on various routes out of Newton. He fol- 
lowed this type of endeavor for approximately six 
years after his marriage, and then he removed to 
Dingman’s Ferry, on the Delaware River, where he 
remained for a period of approximately four years, 
during which time he was engaged in a mercantile 
business in that community. He also shipped some 
lumber down to Philadelphia. In 1829 he returned 
to Branchville, where he carried on his mercantile 
business with marked success for a period of about 
twenty-one years, or until 1850, when his sons took 
over the establishment. Henry “Rickey”? McDan- 
olds also owned both a woolen mill and flouring 
mill at Branchville, but he only operated the latter, 
leasing out the woolen mill on long term contracts. 
He was known in his day as an active, enterprising, 
prosperous business man whose “word was as good 
as his bond.” He died during the year 1854, leav- 
ing his wife and seven children. These children 
were: I. Matilda, who married John Dalrymple. 
2. William. 3. Henry, Jr. 4. John Stivers, of 
whom further. 5. Mary Ann, who married Wil- 
liam P. Crane. 6. Jane, who married George 
Hursh. 7. James S., who served with distinction 
during the turbulent period of the Civil War. He 
was severely wounded during the battle of the 
Wilderness, but he recovered and lived to return 
home, where he became the librarian of the State 
of New Jersey. 

John Stivers McDanolds, the third son and 
fourth child of Henry “Rickey” McDanolds, and 
the father of George P. McDanolds, was born on 
March 30, 1836, at Branchville, where he later be- 
came one of that township’s most prominent mer- 
chants, owning several farms in this vicinity. In- 
deed, so successful was the life career of Mr. Mc- 
Danolds that he was able to retire from all further 
commercial enterprise about the year 1804, some 
twenty years prior to his death, which sad event 
took place on March 15, 1914. He was a member 
of the congregation of the Presbyterian Church of 
Branchville. He married (first) Maranda Phillips, 
a daughter of Charles L. Phillips, but she died 
when she was but twenty-two years of age. He 
married (second) Amanda Lain, a daughter of 
James Lain. There was no issue by this second 
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union, but by the first marriage two children were 
born, a son and a daughter: 1. Ella, who has been 
a school teacher in both New York and New Jer- 
sey for the past thirty-nine years, and who now 
resides in Branchville. 2. George P., of whom 
further. 

George P. McDanolds was reared in Branchville, 
where he also received his education, attending the 
public and high schools of that community. Im- 
mediately upon the completion of these courses of 
study he went to work at farming, a type of en- 
deavor which he has followed, broadly speaking, 
all of his life. Rather it might be more accurate 
to say that he is an agriculturist, for he has not 
only owned and operated various farms, but he has 
looked after them on a broad scale, and he has 
done a very considerable amount of dairying in 
and around Branchville. He is now retired from 
all further commercial enterprises, although he is 
still one of the most prominent men in his com- 
munity, and a person who is held in the highest 
esteem by all with whom he comes in contact. 

George P. McDanolds married, in 1883, Martha 
C. Roe, a daughter of William Harrison and 
Eliza (Cary) Roe. Mr. and Mrs. McDanolds are 
the parents of three children, two of whom are 
sons and one a daughter: 1. William R., who is 
now a prominent farmer near Branchville, and who 
married Grace Price, a daughter of Dr. J. C. 
Price, and they became the parents of Alice, Wil- 
liam L., Richard Mally, and Ralph M. 2. Cath- 
arine, married C. A. Kirk, and is now living with 
her husband in Nutley, New Jersey. 3. John S., 
married Amelia Decker and they became the par- 
ents of George P., Henry, Elizabeth, John S., Jr., 
and Martha. Mrs. George P. McDanolds, the 
mother of the three foregoing children, is quite 
prominent in the social life of Branchville, where 
she holds membership in the Chinkchewunska 
Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, 
of Sussex County. 


THEODORE SIMONSON—A member of 
one of the oldest and most prominent Sussex 
County families, Mr. Simonson himself is a native 
and a lifelong resident of this part of Northwest- 
ern New Jersey, and, like his ancestors, has been 
prominently active for many years in many phases 
of the county’s affairs. Admitted to the bar in 
1876, he has practiced his profession ever since then 
at Newton, where he was able, in February, 1926, 
to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of his admis- 
sion. He also enjoys the distinction of having 
been three times in succession prosecutor of the 
pleas of Sussex County. His strict integrity, his 


keen sense of right and wrong, his impartiality and 
unquestioned honesty, and his high legal attain- 
ments combined to make him an able officer and to 
gain for him the respect and confidence of all who 
know him. He is not only one of the foremost 
members and the oldest active practitioner of the 
Sussex County Bar, but one of the ablest prac- 
titioners at the bar of New Jersey. In spite of 
the heavy demands which his professional work 
has always made upon his time and energy, Mr. 
Simonson has found it possible to give much atten- 
tion to other interests. For many years connected, 
as a director and later as president, with the old 
Sussex National Bank, he has been president of its 
successor, the Sussex & Merchants’ National Bank 
of Newton since its formation in 1925. He is also 
prominently active in the civic, fraternal and social 
life of the community of which he is one of the 
most highly respected and honored members. 

The Simonson family originally settled in the 
vicinity of New York, from where Mr. Simonson’s 
great-grandfather, Simon Simonson, a captain of 
the 2d New Jersey Militia Regiment in the Revo- 
lutionary War, moved prior to that event to a farm 
in Vernon, Sussex County, where he became a 
large land owner. The original homestead re- 
mained in the family for more than one hundred 
years. Among Captain Simonson’s several chil- 
dren were two sons, one of whom was the grand- 
father of the subject of this article. He was 
Major William Simonson, an officer in the War 
of 1812, who was born on the homestead and died 
there in 1870. He took an active part in public 
affairs and represented his native county in the 
General Assembly of New Jersey. He married 
Prudence Teasdale a daughter of Rev. Thomas 
Teasdale, a pioneer Baptist minister, who came 
from England prior to the Revolutionary War and 
settled near Hamburg, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
and was the founder of the Hamburg Baptist 
Church there in 1708. Their son, Thomas TT. 
Simonson, born in Vernon in 1818 and died there 
in 1879, was the father of Theodore Simonson, the 
subject of this sketch. He was one of the active 
and influential citizens of Sussex County, of which 
he was sheriff from 1870 to 1873. He married 
Mary Hynard, a daughter of Major David Hy- 
nard, likewise a prominent resident of Sussex 
County, which he represented in the State Legis- 
lature. Mrs. Thomas T. Simonson died at the 
age of seventy-eight years. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
T. Simonson were the parents of two children: 
Theodore, of whom further; and Malvena H., the 
latter the widow of Charles M. Woodruff, for 
many years a prominent lawyer of Newton. 
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Theodore Simonson, eldest child and only son 
of Thomas T. and Mary (Hynard) Simonson, was 
born in the township of Vernon, Sussex County, 
New Jersey, April 26, 1848. He received a clas- 
sical education in the Academy at Warwick, New 
York, and at Professor Warring’s Collegiate Insti- 
tute at Poughkeepsie, New York, and then began 
the study of law in the office of the late Hon. Rob- 
ert Hamilton, of Newton, completing his legal 
studies with the late Hon, Thomas Anderson, like- 
wise of Newton. He was admitted to the bar as 
an attorney at the February term of the Supreme 
Court in 1876, and was made a counsellor in Feb- 
ruary, 1883. After his admission to the bar he 
began the active practice of his profession in 
Newton, where he has continued to make his resi- 
dence ever since. Mr. Simonson was appointed 
prosecutor of the pleas of Sussex County by Gov- 
ernor George C. Ludlow, March 7, 1883, and was 
reappointed by Governor Green, March 29, 1888, 
and for a third term by Governor Werts, March 
29, 1893. As prosecutor he conducted with much 
ability and unvarying impartiality many impor- 
tant and far reaching cases, attaining great dis- 
tinction in criminal procedure. In his private law 
business he has made a specialty of practice in the 
Orphans’ Court and in the Court of Chancery, as 
well as in the settlement of estates, in which sev- 
eral branches of legal practice he has had wide 
experience, his practice being one of the largest 
and most, important in Sussex County. As a re- 
‘sult of his unusually long connection with the 
legal profession he has some clients who represent 
the fourth generation of one and the same family, 
and many clients representing the third genera- 
tion. On January 8, 1895, he was elected a direc- 
tor of the Sussex National Bank of Newton, and 
on June 1, 1908 he became president of this finan- 
cial institution, which he continued to guide with 
great ability until it was merged with the Mer- 
chants’ National Bank. So important were his sery- 
ices as a banker considered that at that time, 
January I, 1925, he was made president of the 
newly formed bank, the Sussex & Merchants’ Na- 
tional Bank, one of the strongest banks in North- 
western New Jersey. This position he still occu- 
Pies to the great benefit of Sussex County. 

Mr. Simonson is president of the Newton Lji- 
brary, vice-president of the Newton Cemetery 
Company, a member of the Newton Board of 
Trade, and a charter member of the Newton Club. 
Mr. Simonson was made a Mason in 1870, in War- 
wick, having been made a member of Lodge No. 
444, Free and Accepted Masons, at Warwick, New 
York, but transferred his membership to Har- 


mony Lodge, No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons, at 
Newton, New Jersey, in 1878. He also belongs to 
Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons. 
In politics he is a supporter of the Democratic 
party and its principles, and he has always taken 
an active and effective interest in his party’s affairs. 
In 1892 he served as a Presidential elector and 
aided in casting the electoral vote of his native 
State for Hon. Grover Cleveland for President of 
the United States. In 1905 Governor Stokes ap- 
pointed him a member of the New Jersey State 
Board of Equalization of Taxes, which important 
office he held for a number of years. 

Mr. Simonson married, March 10, 1881, Fanny 
Townsend, a daughter of the late Judge John 
Townsend, of whom further. Mr. and Mrs. Si- 
monson have no children and make their home at 
No. 63 High Street, Newton. 

Judge John Townsend, father of Mrs. Theodore 
Simonson, was born in 1815, in Vernon Township, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, and spent his early 
life in agricultural pursuits. At the age of twenty- 
one years he purchased a farm in Warren County, 
New Jersey, but a few years later removed to 
Newton, Sussex County, where he continued to 
reside to the time of his death in 1868. His active 
interest in public affairs began in 1843, and from 
then on he continued to take a prominent part in 
the affairs of his native county. He was one of 
the lay judges of the Sussex Common Pleas Court 
from 1864 until shortly before his death, when he 
resigned. Few men in civil life ever attained 
higher distinction on any bench of the Common 
Pleas Courts of New Jersey than did Judge Town- 
send. He was noted for his honesty, integrity, 
dignity and learning, and as an officer and citizen 
was widely respected and honored. Judge Town- 
send married Elizabeth Simonson, who died in 
1880, a daughter of Christopher Simonson, of Ver- 
non Township. They were the parents of two 
daughters: . 1. Fanny, wife of Theodore Simon- 
son, as mentioned above. 2. Prudence, now de- 
ceased. She married the late Hon. Henry Cooper 
Kelsey, a sketch of whom follows. 


HON. HENRY COOPER KELSEY—A no- 
table figure in the history of New Jersey, a leader 
in directing the policies of the State Government 
toward the goal of sanity, justice and proper con- 
sideration for the welfare of its citizens, was the 
late Hon. Henry C. Kelsey, for twenty-seven years 
Secretary of State. He was also a prominent 
business man, director and vice-president of the 
Mechanics’ National Bank of Trenton, New Jer- 
sey, and owner of a large and prosperous farm. 
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He discharged the arduous and delicate duties of 
his public office in a manner satisfactory to fair- 
minded men of every shade of political opinion, 
and enjoyed the general esteem. As ex officio 
commissioner of insurance~he performed useful 
labor and reduced that department of the State 
Government to a regular and complete system, with 
ample protection of the citizens from “wild-cat” 
insurance companies. A benefactor of his city, he 
made concrete contributions to civic, cultural and 
religious progress. 

Henry Cooper Kelsey was born in Sparta, Sus- 
sex County, New Jersey, December 4, 1837, great- 
grandson of John Kelsey, an early resident of 
Newton, a tanner and currier by trade. The son of 
John Kelsey was Henry Cooper Kelsey (1), also 
a tanner and currier, engaged in this business at 
Sparta. His son, John Kelsey (2), was born in 
Sparta, February 15, 1809. For several years he 
kept an inn in Sparta, but for the, last twenty 
years of his life he was a farmer and merchant 
in Green Township, where he died April 5, 1867. 
He married Ellen M. Vankirk, daughter of Peter 
and Elizabeth (Mills) Vankirk, and granddaugh- 
ter of the late Judge Thomas Vankirk, of Sparta. 

Henry Cooper Kelsey, son of John and Ellen M. 
(Vankirk) Kelsey, was thus an integral part of 
the development of Sparta and New Jersey by 
right of inheritance and family traditions. He re- 
ceived a sound elementary education in the public 
schools. As a young man he was a clerk in a 
general store in Sparta, where he gained sufficient 
experience to enable him to succeed his father as 
proprietor of a store at Huntsville, where he re- 
mained in business until 1858. ‘Then he moved to 
Newton, where he prospered as a merchant and as 
a participant in local politics. The following year 
President Buchanan appointed him postmaster of 
Newton, then the most important post office in Sus- 
sex County. The success of the Republican party 
in 1861 brought to an end his incumbency of this 
office. This energetic and enterprising man then 
purchased the New Jersey “Herald,” the Demo- 
cratic organ of Sussex County, and devoted him- 
self to journalism and the advancement of the 
interests of the Democratic party. When he pur- 
chased the Sussex “Democrat” in 1862 he merged 
it with his earlier journal under the title of the 
“Herald” and continued to publish the sheet until 
June, 1866. Under his able management the value 
of the paper greatly increased, its circulation and 
influence widened. In 1869 the property was sold 
to an association of leading Democrats, including 
himself and Thomas G. Bunnell, afterward its 
editor. During the spirited canvas of 1868 the 
paper proved an admirable and influential advocate. 


This same year, 1868, witnessed Mr. Kelsey’s ele- 
vation to public office. He was appointed a judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas of Sussex County, 
to fill an unexpired term, and the following year 
was reappointed for a full term. Appointment to 
a higher office, however, in which his chances for 
rendering public service would be much greater, led 
him to resign his judicial post. Mr. Kelsey was 
first appointed Secretary of State of New Jersey 
by Governor Theodore F. Randolph, in 1870, and 
reappointed by the following Governors: Joel Par- 
ker, Joseph D. Bedel, George B. McClellan, George 
C. Ludlow and Leon Abbett. So able was he that 
Republicans as well as Democrats supported his 
incumbency of this office. His position carried 
with it the duty of ferreting out and bringing to 
account a number of worthless business concerns 
and corporations which had been preying on the 
gullible public. This work Mr. Kelsey performed 
as ably and courageously as any other phase of 
his duties. He was long a power in State politics, 
a leader and organizer of the Democratic party. 
For many years, also, he was a director of the old 
Sussex National Bank of Newton, of the Citizens’ 
Gaslight Company of Newark, and at the time of 
his death was a director and vice-president of the 
Mechanics’ National Bank of ‘Trenton. Other 
companies in which he had an interest were the 
United Gas Improvement Company of Philadel- 
phia and the South Jersey Gas and Electric Com- 
pany before that concern was amalgamated with 
the Public Service Corporation. 

His part in civic progress was even more 
marked. Mr. Kelsey was a director in the Newton 
Library Association, a member of the New Jersey 
Cattle Club, and of the Museum of Natural His- 
tory. To Trenton he gave the School of Indus- 
trial Arts, built as a memorial to his wife, and a 
lasting symbol of his devotion to the future wel- 
fare of the city, for it represented a shaping part 
in the citizenry of the future, presenting to young 
men and women opportunity for specialized train- 
ing for prosperous and useful careers. Mr. Kelsey 
believed in making others self-helpful, a point 
made in his address at the opening of the school: 


Young man and woman . . never mind about 
money; the poorest man in any community is the 
merely rich man. There is no poverty so mean as 
the poverty of riches. He who hordes money and 
uses it solely for his own personal gratification 
commands but little respect. He who spends 
money to bring comfort and pleasure to others, 
and to promote their welfare, is rich indeed. 


His whole life was illustrative of this principle. 
He was a member of Trinity Episcopal Church, 
to which he gave liberally, as to St. Francis’ Hos- 
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pital and many other churches and charities. To 
Kelsey Memorial Hall in the Art School he gave 
the collection of rare and costly bric-a-brac, pot- 
tery and other souvenirs of repeated foreign tours 
made to benefit Mrs. Kelsey’ health. Both enjoyed 
travel and spent many months in sunny Italy. His 
favorite diversion was the farming of his broad 
acres near Newton. 

In 1861 Hon. Henry C. Kelsey married Prudence 
Townsend, daughter of the late Judge John Town- 
send, of Newton, and a sister of Fanny (Town- 
send) Simonson, wife of Theodore Simonson, of 
Newton. (See preceding sketch.) 

Death came to Mr. Kelsey after a brief illness, 
May 14, 1920, when he was five months and ten 
days past eighty-two years of age. A simple but 
dignified service was read by the rector, Rev. 
Hamilton Schuyler, in Trinity Episcopal Church, 
and the body was interred in the Newton Ceme- 
tery alongside that of his wife. Mr. Kelsey was a 
man of force, courage and keen intelligence, in- 
spired by high ideals of public service. His kind- 
liness and sincerity won all hearts, and his honest 
and high-minded tenure of office won the confi- 
dence of the whole State. He was one of the con- 
structive leaders of New Jersey, to whom the 
present State points with pride. 





LEONARD I. ROE—In American history the 
name of Roe appears first in the records of Ply- 
mouth Colony between 1637 and 1642. Leonard I. 
Roe, a lawyer of New York City, whose residence 
is at Branchville, New Jersey, traces his lineage in 
direct line from David Roe, of Flushing, Long 
Island, now a part of New York City, who was 
probably a son or at least a relative of John Roe, 
listed several times as a member of the Plymouth 
Colony. David Roe had a brother, John Roe, who 
settled at Brookhaven, now also New York City, 
prior to 1667. David Roe married and it was his 
son Nathaniel who carried the line through the 
next generation. The will of David Roe is now on 
file in New York County, in which among other 
bequests, he gives his negro boy Sam, to his son 
John, and his negro girl, Hannah, to his daughter, 
Mary Smith. The original will of Nathaniel Roe 
is also on file in New York County. He was in 
active service during the early Colonial wars and 
filled the office of justice of the peace. He mar- 
ried twice, (first) Elizabeth ; (second) 
Mersey (Marsey) He, too, was a slave 
owner. His son, Nathaniel Roe, was next in line. 
He was born in Flushing, but moved to Florida, 
Orange County, New York, where he acquired 
property, the deed bearing the date, June 6, 1731, 








recorded February 11, 1739. He is listed in the 
“Documentary History of the State of New York” 
as one of the early slave owners of Orange County. 
He fought in the War of the Revolution, and like 
his father, became a justice of the peace in Or- 
ange County. Other facts of his history that are 
known are that his wife’s name was Mary, and he 
was a member of the Baptist Church of Warwick. 
He died in 1785, and his will is on file in both Or- 
ange and New York counties. Jonas Roe carried 
on the succession. His wife’s name, Phoebe ; 
appears with his in a deed of conveyance in Or- 
ange County, but she evidently predeceased him, 
for after his death, which occurred in 1708, his will 
was filed and no mention of her is made therein. 
Slaves again figure in the disposition of property 
by bequest, his negro boy, Joshua, being given to 
his daughter, Elizabeth Wisner. He had received 
from his father’s estate the homestead farm on the 
Florida Ridge, Orange County, and this property 
was left to his youngest son, George Roe. He was 
the first of the family to own land in Sussex 
County, New Jersey, but he never lived there. 
Later his sons, Benjamin, William and George, all 
became property holders in Sussex County, but 
William, like his father, never lived there, Benja- 
min and George Roe being the ancestors of the 
early Roes of that section. Both Jonas Roe and 
his son, Benjamin Roe, were soldiers in the Revo- 
lutionary War, Jonas receiving bounty rights for 
his services. Benjamin Roe married Catherine 
Demarest, of Orange County, before settling in 
New Jersey. Records show that he was a resi- 
dent of Warwick in 1790, and went to Sussex 
County shortly after that date. His death oc- 
curred some time between 1822 and 1832. 

George Roe, son of Jonas Roe, was born in Or- 
ange County, New York, on April 27, 1777, and 
died in Frankford Township, New Jersey, on 
March 24, 1815. On September 17, 1797, he mar- 
ried Margaret Struble, who was born August 31, 
1778, and died on May 21, 1850. Both George Roe 
and Margaret (Struble) Roe are buried in the 
Branchville Cemetery. The Struble family is also 
pre-Revolutionary, the progenitor being her grand- 
father, Peter Dietrich Struble, who was a native of 
Alsace, Germany, and who sailed for America with 
Captain James Russell, on his ship, “Edinborough,” 
which landed at Philadelphia on September 5, 1748. 
He left the Old World as a member of the historic 
Palatine emigration, and lived in the young and 
free land to which he had come until he had reached 
the age of 1o1 years. His son, Leonard Struble, 
the father of Mrs. George Roe, was born in Alsace, 
Germany, on January 10, 1740, coming with his 





NORTHWESTERN NEW JERSEY II 


parents as a small boy to America, where he died 
on May 10, 1805. His wife was Margaret Long- 
coy, born in 1748, died in 1822, She came to Amer- 
ica from England with her parents at the age of 
four years. Re 

Leonard Roe, grandfather of Leonard I. Roe, 
was the son of George and Margaret (Struble) 
Roe, born in 1798. He married (first) Sally 
Gustin, in 1818; (second) Mary Jane Totten, in 
1842. Sally (Gustin) Roe, was a daughter of Jesse 
and Mary (Polly) (Knapp) Gustin, and a de- 
scendant of Augustine Le Rossignol, a Norman, 
born at St. Owens, Isle of Jersey, on January 9, 
1647, where he was a captain in the merchant serv- 
ice before emigrating to America in 1675; he was 
known as Augustine John during his service in the 
colonial wars and married Elizabeth Browne under 
the name of John Gustin on January 10, 1678; he 
lived in Massachusetts; Elizabeth Browne, his wife, 
was a granddaughter of Thomas Makepeace, who 
came to Dorchester, Massachusetts, where he was 
one of the Board of Proprietors from England in 
1635, his daughter, Waitawhile Makepeace was the 
great-grandmother of Roger Sherman, a signer of 
the Declaration of Independence; Sally Gustin 
was a descendant of Thomas Gustin, who had five 
enlistments as set forth in Massachusetts in the 
Revolutionary War, and of Eleazer Owen, whose 
name is on the Goshen, New York, monument as 
among those killed in the battle of Minisink; she 
was a descendant also of Samuel Knapp, who en- 
listed at White Plains for the French and Indian 
War, and who fought in the second battle of Que- 
bec of that war; another ancestor whose name was 
also John Gustin, died in 1777, and lies buried on 
a farm in Frankford Township, Sussex County, 
New Jersey. Her grandfather, Thomas Gustin, 
and her grandmother, Ruth (Owen) Gustin, were 
buried under the church at Florida, New York, 
their tombstones forming a part of the foundation 
walls. Jesse Gustin Roe, next in line, was the son 
of Leonard and Sally (Gustin) Roe. He was born 
in Branchville on November 16, 1823, but later 
spent twenty years in Bradford County, Pennsyl- 
vania. After this he returned to Branchville, where 
he died on February 1, 1906. On December 22, 
1858, Jesse Gustin Roe married Harriet Roe, 
daughter of Dr. Jacob Demarest Roe. She was 
born on November 29, 1832, and died on May 20, 
1918. They had four sons and a daughter; two 
sons dying young and Jesse Grant Roe and Leon- 
ard I. Roe, both attorneys of New York City, with 
offices at No. 42 Broadway. The daughter, Keren 
Isabelle, married John S. Decker ; she died Novem- 
ber 14, I91I, leaving one daughter, Luthera Roe 


Decker, who married Merle Smith;.they have one 
son, Charles Merle Smith, Jr. 

Leonard I. Roe was educated at the Mansfield 
State Normal School, Blair Hall, and at the Law 
School of New York University. He studied law 
in the office of Charles J. Roe, at Newton, New 
Jersey, and was admitted to the New Jersey Bar 
in 1892, after which he became associated with his 
brother, Jesse Grant Roe, and was admitted to 
practice in New York in 1893. Mr. Roe owns part 
of the old Roe homestead property in Frankford 
Township, Sussex County, and has a summer resi- 
dence at Branchville, New Jersey. 

On June 19, 1901, Leonard I. Roe married 
Beatrice Wilson, of New York City. -They have 
one son, Jesse Grant Roe (2), who is now (1926) 
a student at Lafayette College. Mr. Roe is a mem- 
ber of the Sons of the Revolution. 


REV. JAMES HOLLYDAY STONE FAIR 
—As headmaster of Somerset Hills Preparatory 
School at Far Hills, New Jersey, Rev. James 
Hollyday Stone Fair is at the head of a school 
which is unique in the State of New Jersey. The 
school is a progressive country day and boarding 
school for children from five to fifteen years of age, 
and prepares them for the leading secondary schools 
of the East. The headmaster and his wife are both 
thoroughly familiar with the life and requirements 
of the secondary schools, both as students in St. 
Paul’s and St. Timothy’s schools and as members 
of the staff of St. George’s School. Rev. Fair is a 
Yale man and a graduate of the General Theolog- 
ical Seminary, and is a veteran of the World War. 

Rev. James Hollyday Stone Fair was born in 
Baltimore, Maryland, in 1886, son of Very Rev. 
Campbell Fair, deceased, a Protestant Episcopal 
priest and author of many religious books, and of 
Mary W. (Stone) Fair. He attended the local 
public schools and then continued his studies in the 
high school at Omaha, Nebraska, later becoming 
a student in St. Paul’s School at Concord, New 
Hampshire, and still later in the Mackenzie School, 
at Dobbs Ferry, New York. He then matriculated 
in Yale College, and when his course there was 
completed, became a student in the General Theo- 
logical Seminary. From 1914 to 1917 he was vicar 
of St. John’s Chapel, at Bernardsville, New Jer- 
sey, but upon the entrance of the United States 
into the World War he enlisted as a private, was 
promoted to the rank of sergeant, then commis- 
sioned a lieutenant in the United States Army Ord- 
nance Department, and later attached to the French 
Army Artillery Corps as liaison officer. After the 
signing of the Armistice he was discharged, and 
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upon his return to civilian life he returned to his 
duties as vicar at St. John’s at Bernardsville, New 
Jersey, where he served during 1919-20. From 
1921 to 1924 he was chaplain at St. George’s School 
at Newport, Rhode Island, and in 1924 he came to 
Far Hills, New Jersey, as headmaster of the Som- 
erset Hills Preparatory School. 

This school is an unusually attractive one, and 
supplies a home life as well as a school life to its 
charges. In fact, the school life itself is made as 
normal and as near to a well-conducted home life 
as is possible, and the instruction is individual to a 
much larger degree than is usual in either boarding 
or day schools. The house is of Colonial type, one 
of the oldest in this section, with a cottage nearby. 
Both living and teaching are as informal as is con- 
sistent with sane discipline, and the staff are the 
constant companions of all the children. Health 
receives first consideration, the children are always 
carefully protected against the weather, and each 
child is so thoughtfully and wisely looked after 
that practically no time is lost through illness. 
Particular attention is given to the formation of 
correct bodily habits, so important between the 
ages of five and fifteen, and the children live much 
out-of-doors, where they are taught to play intel- 
ligently, fairly, and enthusiastically, and to develop 
self mastery over both body and mind. In the 
three years in which the school has been in exist- 
ence its enrollment has increased from ten to 
forty pupils, necessitating additions to the build- 
ings and material additions to equipment and teach- 
ing staff. Under the individual system of instruc- 
tion pupils advance more rapidly than in the ordi- 
nary school, almost every child covering far more 
than the usual year’s course of study. Modern 
educational and psychological methods of testing 
and instruction are used throughout the course of 
study, and the scholastic record of the school for 
1925-26 is one of which the school may well be 
proud. In the elementary grades, where the grade 
objectives were set slightly higher than those of 
other schools of this type, all of the children who 
were in regular attendance throughout the year 
reached the goal, and most of them accomplished 
more than was designated as the grade objective. 
One earnest student, regular in attendance, starting 
in the second grade, was first promoted at Christ- 
mas time, and eventually completed the work of 
the fourth grade with honors in several subjects, 
an achievement which is unusual, but which is 
made possible by the individual system of instruc- 
tion. In the older groups St. Mark’s School en- 
trance examinations and the tests of the Secondary 
School Entrance Examination Board were chosen as 


tests. At the end of the sixth grade a pupil is 
supposed to be ready for this test. There were 
five pupils in this class. In arithmetic all passed, 
the average of the class being eighty-five per cent. 
In Latin all passed, the class average again being 
eighty-five per cent. In English only three of the 
five passed, and the average went down to seventy 
per cent, but the two failures were by children 
whose classification tests showed a rating below the 
age norm. In arithmetic it had been necessary to 
cover more than a year’s work in order to meet the 
requirements of the test, and in English the work 
of about two years had to be covered to bring the 
children up to the standard of the Entrance Board. 
Other tests showed similarly satisfactory results, 
and the children who took the general knowledge 
test for entrance to St. Mark’s School passed with 
an average of over eighty per cent., a most grati- 
fying attainment. The Somerset Hills Prepara- 
tory School is establishing for itself a record which 
is one of its most valuable assets, and the quality 
of the home life which the little ones, as well as 
the older pupils enjoy, is a very important factor 
in the process of the development of well balanced 
character. Rev. Fair is a member of the Yale Club 
of New York City, and an honorary member of 
the Somerset Hills Country Club, also a member 
of the Essex Fox Hounds. His religious affilia- 
tion is with the Protestant Episcopal Church, of 
which he is an ordained priest. 

Rev. James Hollyday Stone Fair was married, in 
Bernardsville, New Jersey, August 5, I919, to 
Rosalie Bard Moran, daughter of Charles A. and 
Rosalie de Normandie (Bard) Moran. Rev. and 
Mrs. Fair are the parents of one son, James H. S. 
Fair, Jr., who was born in September, 1921. Mrs. 
Fair served during the World War as an ambu- 
lance driver in the French Army, and also with 
the American Committee for Devastated France. 
This committee was the one Miss Morgan directed. 


RALPH DECKER—Back in the days of the 
little red school houses Ralph Decker was a teacher 
at different times in several of those one-room in- 
stitutions. With the passing of the years the un- 
usual ability of Mr. Decker as an educator of 
youth received merited recognition. Today he is 
superintendent of schools in a prosperous New 
Jersey community, a prominent figure in civic and 
other affairs of his community, and the father of 
worthy children, several of whom are following in 
the footsteps of their parent that they may, too, 
impart useful knowledge to future men and 
women. 

The father of Mr. Decker, Martin Decker, while 
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he pursued farming as a vocation, was an enthusi- 
astic advocate of proper education for the young 
of the land, rendered invaluable services to his 
fellow citizens as a member of the town Board of 
Education, and, being civic minded in other ways, 
served in various offices of public trust. He mar- 
ried Sarah E. Rosenkrans. 

Ralph Decker, son of Martin and Sarah E. 
(Rosenkrans) Decker, was born in the village of 
Flatbrookville, Walpack Township, Sussex County, 
New Jersey, on February 23, 1873. He acquired 
his rudimentary education in the schools of his 
native community, and was a student, successively, 
at the Newton Collegiate Institute (now Newton 
Academy), at Blair Hall, and at Trenton State 
Normal School, having been graduated from the 
last in 1896, as president of his graduating class. 

Previous to the completion of his studies at the 
Normal school Mr. Decker was engaged in teach- 
ing the pupils of a one-room country school in the 
village of Harmony, Frankford Township, Sussex 
County, where he officiated during the scholastic 
terms of 1889 to 1891, following which he taught 
at a similar school at Walpack Center, in the town- 
ship of Walpack, from 1891 to 1893. During the 
terms of 1896 and 1897 he was principal of the 
school at Stockton, Hunterdon County, and for 
five years thereafter, September, 1897, until Oc- 
tober 2, 1902, he was retained as principal of the 
Sussex Borough High School. On the last men- 
tioned date Mr. Decker received the appointment 
to his present office as county superintendent of the 
schools of Sussex County, New Jersey, and it be- 
speaks eloquently of his outstanding ability that he 
has been the incumbent of that office ever since. 

Aside from his never-ending research into the 
most modern methods of teaching the young people 
of Sussex County, Mr. Decker is an indefatigable 
student of history, and tireless worker in behalf 
of religious instruction, and a competent authority 
upon problems of agricultural nature. He is vice- 
president of the Sussex County Historical Society, 
president of the Sussex County Bible Society, and 
secretary and treasurer of the Sussex County 
Board of Agriculture. He is, furthermore, a mem- 
ber of the National Educational Association, the 
Council of Education of the State of New Jer- 
sey, and the New Jersey School Masters’ Club. 
Fraternally, he is affliated with Samaritan Lodge, 
No. 98, Free and Accepted Masons, of Sussex 
Borough. In speaking of his earnest endeavor in 
behalf of spiritual uplift, it should be mentioned 
that he is a member, an elder, clerk of sessions, and 
assistant superintendent of the Sunday school of 
the First Presbyterian Church of the borough of 
Sussex, 


Ralph Decker married, at Sussex Borough, on 
June 28, 1899, Miss Amelia Stickney, daughter of 
Charles E. Stickney, editor of the Wantage “Re- 
corder,” and Louisa (Dennis) Stickney. This 
union has been blessed with three children, all of 
whom are contributing a goodly part to the better- 
ment of their localities. Martin Decker, eldest 
child of the family, who was born on October 10, 
1900, was graduated from Rutgers College as a 
member of the class of 1924, and is now capably 
engaged as assistant poultry specialist and manager 
of the poultry plant of the New Jersey Experi- 
mental Station. The second child, Alice R., was 
born on March 27, 1903, was graduated in 1924 
from the New Jersey College for Women, and is 
now teacher of domestic science at the Hackensack 
(New Jersey) Junior High School. The youngest 
child, Helen A., was born on August 21, 1905, was 
graduated from Wilson College as a member of 
the class of 1926, and is now engaged as a teacher 
of English in the Junior High School at Trenton, 
New Jersey. Well might the father of this family 
feel content that he has rendered a service to his 
fellows in the rearing of these children, purely 
aside from the fact that his individual achievements 
as a public-spirited citizen are excelled by few, if 
any, persons, no matter how great their endeavors. 
He has given of himself whole heartedly, as a 
Christian gentleman, scholar and humanitarian. 


THOMAS W. CAULDWELL—For the all 
too brief period of three months the office of 
Mayor of Morristown was graced by Thomas W. 
Cauldwell, a citizen of broad public relations, of 
high standard of service, an eminent counsellor-at- 
law, who had been invited to accept the nomination 
for chief executive of this Commonwealth. But 
for the sudden invasion of the Grim Reaper, cut- 
ting short a brilliant and distinguished career, this 
remarkable man undoubtedly would have attained 
still greater heights in the service of the State. 
Although his passing occurred two decades ap- 
proximately ago, so forceful was his personality 
and so enduring his influence for civic progress 
and righteousness that his works have followed 
him all these years, and will continue to do so. 

Born in New York City September 5, 1850, 
Thomas W. Cauldwell was the son of William A. 
and Elizabeth (Milbank) Cauldwell, members of 
old and favorably known families long resident 
in the Empire State. He was reared in the metrop- 
olis, in whose schools he received his preliminary 
education. He took the classical course at Prince- 
ton University, from which he was graduated in 
the class of 1881 with the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts. In 1884 his alma mater conferred upon him 
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the degree of Master of Arts. In his university 
days the law had appealed to him as the most 
desirable profession for him to enter, and shortly 
after leaving Princeton he commenced his legal 
studies, being admitted to the bar of New York in 
1883. He made the law of real estate property his 
specialty in practice, and ere long drew to his 
offices a large and select body of clients. His suc- 
cess in his chosen department of the law was based 
upon his soundness of business judgment, his pro- 
found legal learning, his unimpeachable integrity 
and seemingly tireless energy. 

It was logical that a practitioner of Mr. Cauld- 
well’s stand and numerous contacts should be made 
the holder of many important trusts, which, in a 
number of cases, involved the management of large 
estates. He was also persuaded to accept other 
responsible positions, where a man of his legal 
acumen and business sagacity was in demand. At 
various times he was trustee of Bishops College, 
Texas; director of the United States Fire Insur- 
ance Company, New York City; of the Mutual 
Benefit Life Insurance Company, Newark, New 
Jersey; of the Morristown Trust Company, and of 
the Morristown Safe Deposit Company; and vice- 
president of the Morristown Savings Bank. 

Mr. Cauldwell took up his residence in Morris- 
town in 1888, five years after he had been admitted 
to practice in New York; and practically at once 
took his place among the group of rising young 
lawyers who made local history as they progressed 
in their profession and rendered service as mem- 
bers of the citizen body. Mr. Cauldwell brought 
with him his retiring disposition and unostentatious 
manner, and very soon his natural ability and 
legal capacity made him a much-sought man by 
people anxious to be served by a lawyer of tact, 
unerring judgment and broad vision. It was 
learned by many of his clients that he was both en- 
abled and willing to handle any undertaking, great 
or small. His keen mind gave him a deep insight 
into the needs of the community along the lines of 
a general uplift. He was impelled by the urge to 
communicate to others his firm belief that it was 
the duty of all good citizens to interest them- 
selves in the government of the city, the State and 
the Nation. In bringing into action the plan that 
was in his mind he organized the Morristown Civic 
Association, over which he presided for many 
years. As his activities in his profession and in 
the civic life of the city widened, he became a 
prominent and strong figure in the various aspects 
of legal practice and municipal endeavor. 

While rated as a Republican, Mr. Cauldwell was 
what might. be termed a non-partisan member of 


his party; that is, he reserved always the right to 
vote for the man qualified to hold the office rather 
than to be a strictly organization man and vote 
for the candidate simply because he was his party’s 
only choice. His independence in political affairs 
was not unwholesomely advanced, and it won him 
the respect and confidence of those even who re- 
fused to see eye to eye with him. Possessing well- 
confirmed ideas as to the fitness of things and of 
the proper relation of the people to public better- 
ments, he was asked to serve on the Sewerage 
Commission, and accepting the appointment, he 
discharged his duties with intelligence and punc- 
tilious devotion to the city’s interest. He also 
interested himself in the campaign for obtaining a 
better lighting system for the city of Morristown 
and for better roads for his city and Morris 
County in general. 

The majority of public desiré for an executive 
who would in every way measure up to the 
standards and requirements of the office was con- 
centrated upon Mr. Cauldwell’s nomination for 
mayor of Morristown, and he was elected in 1008. 
During the extremely short time that he held the 
office he accomplished a work of such far-reach- 
ing effect on so well-laid a foundation of true pub- 
lic service that much of the growth and develop- 
ment of the community may be attributed to the 
impulse given through his official capacity. It was 
while he was the incumbent of the mayoralty 
office that he was approached by a Republican com- 
mittee with the offer of support if he would be- 
come the party’s candidate for Governor of New 
Jersey. Feeling deeply the honor implied, he asked 
with characteristic deliberation of weighty mat- 
ters to be given two or three weeks in which to 
think over the offer, but he died suddenly on 
Easter Sunday, April 11, 1909, in his forty-seventh 
year, before he had given his answer. Many of the 
best years of his life of service he had given in 
the public cause and to his fellow-men in some 
avenue or other of helpfulness. He was an in- 
tensely practical man, given to active sympathy 
for those who had fallen on evil days, in fortunes 
or bodily afflictions, and his eagerness to be of help 
to them seemed often to almost consume him. 
Religious devotion was one of his salient charac- 
teristics, and his strong faith was substantiated 
by his deeds of kindness. 

Mr. Cauldwell married, September 21, 1884, 
Caroline S. Johnson, of Albany, New York, daugh- 
ter of Robert Livingston and Charlotte ( Russell) 
Johnson, the former a native of Albany and de- 
scendant of early American stock, and the latter 
of an ancient Colonial family in New England. 
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On the maternal side, Mrs. Cauldwell is a Daugh- 
ter of the Revolution, being affiliated with the 
Morristown Chapter of that society. Children 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Cauldwell: 1. Elizabeth 
Milbank, married A. Hayward McAlpin, of New 
York, son of the late William W. McAlpin. 2. 
Helen Russell, married Robert Graham Bosworth, 
of Denver, Colorado. 

Following Mr. Cauldwell’s death, his fellow- 
citizens of Morristown equipped and dedicated as 
an appropriate appreciation of his life and service 
in the community the Thomas W. Cauldwell Me- 
morial Playground. His had been a remarkable 
life, though not so widely known as some. A 
friend and fellow-townsman voiced the public’s 
sentiment when he wrote of him: “Untouched, un- 
changed, sound, untainted, fresh and sweet, blame- 
less, pure, honest, virtuous, unbiased, impartial; 
he won and retained the respect, confidence and 
love of all who associated with him.” 

What further tribute could be added? 


HENRY W. MERRIAM—tThe first man to 
establish a manufacturing business of importance 
in Newton, Sussex County, New Jersey, was the 
late Henry W. Merriam, who removed his shoe 
manufacturing plant to this town from New York 
City in 1873. From then on the business, known 
since its incorporation in 1882 as the H. W. Mer- 
riam Shoe Company, has been one of the leading 
industrial enterprises of Sussex County, and has 
played an important part in the development of 
Newton and, indeed, of the county. Until failing 
health forced him, shortly before his death in 1900, 
to retire from its active management, Mr. Mer- 
tiam guided the affairs of this large and ever 
growing business with notable ability, progres- 
siveness and energy, giving employment to large 
humbers of people and making Newton known all 
over the country as the headquarters of one of the 
largest shoe manufacturing plants in the State of 
New Jersey. Not only was he endowed with un- 
usual executive ability, but his generosity and fair- 
ness gained him the good will of his employees to 
an extraordinary degree. At various times during 
his long career as president of the company he 
made large gifts of money to those who, by their 
faithfulness, had assisted him in developing his 
enterprise, and at all times their welfare was up- 
permost in his mind. The cause of public educa- 
tion and the religious life of his community, too, 
were matters of the deepest concern to him, and 
both always found in him a liberal supporter and 
an active worker. Naturally he possessed the re- 
spect and affection of his fellow-men, who consid- 


J. Lane. 


ered him one of their leaders and reposed in him 
unlimited confidence. 

Henry W. Merriam was born at Merriam Hill, 
Mason, New Hampshire, June 20, 1828, a son of 
Elisha J. and Lucy R. (Lane) Merriam. The 
foundation of his education was laid in the com- 
mon schools of North Brookfield and Worcester, 
Massachusetts, and his studies were completed at 
Appleton Academy, New Ipswich, New Hamp- 
shire. When he was sixteen years of age, his par- 
ents removed to Plymouth, Massachusetts, while 


he himself went to Worcester, in the same State, 


where he continued to live until he reached his 
majority. About 1849 he located in New York 
City, and there engaged in the boot and shoe job- 
bing business, in which he continued from 1851 to 
1861, being associated with J. T. Patton and John 
Though he had started upon his business 
career with only a small capital, his ability to rec- 
‘ognize and utilize opportunities, as they presented 
themselves, soon placed him on the road to pros- 
perity, and from the beginning his advancement 
was steady and rapid. His jobbing business was 
attended with success until conditions brought 
about by the Civil War resulted in the dissolution 
of the firm. Soon afterwards Mr. Merriam com- 
menced the manufacture of shoes for the Union 
Army, selling his product in large quantities to the 


‘Government throughout the period of the struggle 


between the North and the South. 
After the close of the war Mr. Merriam discon- 


‘tinued the manufacture of men’s shoes and engaged 


in that of ladies’, misses’ and children’s exclusively, 
for some time producing annually more than half a 
million pairs, which were distributed by jobbers in 
New York and other large cities in various parts 
of the country. His business had grown to such 
large proportions and had become so successful, 
that in 1873 he was prompted to move his plant to 
Newton, Sussex County, New Jersey, feeling that 
there he would be relieved of some of the oppres- 
sive conditions exacted at that period by labor or- 
ganizations. 

Up to that time there had been no manufacturing 
concerns of any magnitude in Newton, and Mr. 
Merriam’s factory, fully equipped with modern 
machinery and conducted on modern business prin- 
ciples, opened up a new era not only for Newton, 
but for the whole of Sussex County. From then 
on the Merriam Shoe Company has been one of 
the outstanding business enterprises of this section 
of New Jersey, being an important factor in and 
an active promoter of the general prosperity, fur- 
nishing regular and well-paid employment to a 
large force and resulting in the steady growth of 
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the community and in the establishment of many 
new homes. Mr. Merriam’s kindliness and generos- 
ity to his employees was manifested many times, 
and at various times during his life he distributed 
large amounts of money among them as a testi- 
monial of his appreciation of their faithful per- 
‘formance of duty. 

Mr. Merriam’s sound judgment and executive 
ability made him a valuable acquisition to the exec- 
utive force of any concern, for he was known to 
carry forward to successful completion whatever 
he undertook. He was treasurer of the H. W. 
Merriam Shoe Company Building and Loan As- 
sociation, president and treasurer of the H. W. 
Merriam Shoe Company, and a director and a 
member of the executive committee of the Mer- 
chants’ National Bank of Newton, of which he 
was also made vice-president in 1808. He served 
as executor of the estate of his brother, Samuel 
L. Merriam, and as guardian of his minor’ chil- 
dren. He was also appointed executor of the 
estate of his mother and of that of his aunt, Mrs. 
John J. Lane, and guardian of the latter’s children. 
In these fiduciary positions, as, indeed, in all his 
dealings, he always showed the strictest integrity 
and the greatest conscientiousness. 

The welfare of Newton and Sussex County, 
their citizens and institutions were always of the 
deepest concern to him, and any worthy move- 
ment which tended to advance it could count on his 
support. He was especially interested in every- 
thing pertaining to the improvement of public 
schools, and did much toward promoting public 
interest in them, not only in Newton, but also in 
the surrounding country. His religious affiliations 
were with the Presbyterian church, of which he 
was a faithful attendant, a liberal supporter and an 
active worker. For a number of years he was 
chairman of the board of trustees and he donated 
$10,000 toward the remodelling of the church and 
was largely instrumental in securing the erection 
of the handsome Presbyterian Chapel. 

Mr. Merriam married, June 16, 1850, Frances P. 
Culliver, a daughter of George F. and Mary 
(Bush) Culliver, of North Brookfield, Massachu- 
setts, a descendant of Lord Howe, British com- 
mander-in-chief during the early stages of the War 
of the Revolution. Mrs. Merriam died December 
16, 1897, being survived by her husband for only a 
few years, his death occurring October 26, 1900. 

The H. W. Merriam Shoe Company still stands 
as a monument to the business ability and energy 
of its founder, the late Henry W. Merriam. It 
was brought to Newton by him in 1873, at which 
time a new factory was erected on its present site, 


this building still forming part of the present plant. 
The first pair of shoes made in this factory were 
finished June 12, 1873, since which the concern has 
been carried on without interruption. The busi- 
ness was started in a modest way, with fifty em- 
ployees and a daily output of 150 pairs. In the 
beginning its founder was the sole owner. His 
principal assistants were Mr. W. L. Dutcher, in 
charge of the selling, and Mr. W. H. Palmer, who 
acted as superintendent. The business rapidly ex- 
panded, and in the year 1882 a stock company was 
organized under the name of the H. W. Merriam 
Shoe Company with a cash capital of $80,000. 
Seven years later, in 1889, the company had out- 
grown its capital, which was at that time increased 
to $200,000. At that time Mr. Merriam became 
president and treasurer and Mr. Dutcher vice- 
president and secretary. 

After this reorganization Mr. Merriam con- 
tinued to give to the business most of his time and 
attention, until failing health forced him to with- 
draw from active management, only a short time 
prior to his death in October, 1900. After Mr. 
Merriam’s death the major part of the executive 
responsibilities fell upon Mr. Dutcher, who shared 
the management with Mr. John Tozer, connected 
with the company since 1895. In May, Igo1, a re- 
organization followed, and Mr Dutcher was 
elected president and treasurer, Mr. Tozer, vice- 
president, and Mr. J. E. Warbasse, secretary. In 
the meantime, earlier in 1901, the factory of the 
Sussex Shoe Company had been purchased and re- 
fitted. Under the supervision of Mr. E. Merriam 
Dutcher it was continued in operation until 1910, 
when the main plant was sufficiently enlarged to 
permit the conduct of all manufacturing opera- 
tions under one roof. The former Sussex Shoe 
Company plant was closed down for several years 
until it was leased to the Standard Towel Com- 


‘pany in 1913. 


Mr. Dutcher continued at the head of the busi- 
ness until his death, February 8, 1908. Again a 
reorganization became necessary, resulting in the 
election of Mr. John Tozer as president ; E. Merriam 
Dutcher as vice-president; G. L. Dutcher as sec- 
ond vice-president; E. W. Merriam as treasurer, 
and J. E. Warbasse as secretary. Mr. Tozer 
guided the destinies of the enterprise with great 
ability to the time of his death, September 27, 1910. 
A few weeks later the stockholders of the company 
elected the following new officers: E. W. Merriam, 
president ; G. L. Dutcher, vice-president ; H. F. Mer- 
riam, second vice-president; E. Merriam Dutcher, 
treasurer; J. E. Warbasse, secretary. In 1926 the 
officers of the company were: E. W. Merriam, presi- 
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dent; H. F. Merriam, vice-president; G. L. 
Dutcher, treasurer; J. E. Warbasse, secretary. In 
their able hands the business has not only main- 
tained its high standing and continuous prosperity, 
but has steadily expanded. 

The plant, to which many additions have been 
made from time to time, contains now some 90,000 
square feet of floor space. It employs a large 
number of men and women, has an annual payroll 
of more than a quarter of a million dollars, and an 
annual output valued at more than $1,000,000. The 
entire product is sold direct to the retailer, for 
which purpose a very active and efficient sales or- 
ganization has been built up. Merriam shoes have 
acquired a national reputation and Merriam deal- 
ers can be found in nearly all the larger towns and 
cities and in many of the smaller ones. The line 
comprises 450 different styles in welts and turns, 
commencing with infants and ending with sizes for 
growing girls. Its widespread trade has given to 
Newton a high reputation as the headquarters of 
this important industry, while its uninterrupted 
operation for more than half a century and its 
continuous prosperity has meant much in the life 
and progress of the town, and is clear proof of the 
sagacity and ability of its founder and of his able 
and energetic successors. 





SAMUEL JOHNSON—A family of French 
Huguenots called Jansens emigrated from France 
to Holland in 1545, and some years later sailed for 
the New World, locating in Brooklyn, New York. 
These Jansens were the progenitors of the John- 
son family, for many years distinguished residents 
of Sussex County. Henry Johnson, great-grand- 
father of Samuel Johnson, was a captain in the 
Revolutionary War, and at the close of hostilities 
he retired from military service and settling near 
Readington, Hunterdon County, devoted the re- 
mainder of his life to agricultural pursuits. The 
town of Johnsonburg, near Newton, was named in 
his honor. His monument, still standing in the 
old Newton Cemetery bears the following inscrip- 
tion: 

In 
Memory of 
Henry Johnson, who was born in 
Readington, Hunterdon County, N. J. 
October 5, A. D. 1737 & died at Frankford, 


Sussex County, N. J. January 5, 1826 in the 
8oth year of his age. 


He sustained with reputation the office of Ruling 
Elder in the Ist Presbyterian Church of Newton 
from its first organization until his death. 


His activity and diligence in the discharge of his 
official duties did not cease until a few years be- 
fore his removal from this vale of tears. 


N.W.N.J.—I—2 


To the surviving Christians his example seems to say 
Thou art a soldier of the Cross, indeed: 

Fight on, fight manfully, and still take heed, 
Enduring to the end sure victory waits; 

Heaven shall unfold her everlasting gates, 

Where grows the tree of life forever cares 

The pure in heart, the just, shall enter there. 


His son, Henry Johnson, (1763-1814), married 
Rachel Goble, and to this union five children were 
born: 1. William Henry. 2. John. 3. Samuel. 4. 
Anne. 5. Emeline, who is the mother of John W. 
Griggs, one-time Governor of New Jersey, and 
attorney-general under President McKinley. Wil- 
liam Henry Johnson (February 6, 1796-July 9, 
1863,) married Anna M. Couse, daughter of a 
prosperous farmer of Newton Township in 1827. 
Their children were: 1. Henry William, and 2, 
John Couse, twins. 3. Katherine Halsey. 4. Samuel. 
5. Mary Amelia, who became the wife of W. W. 
Woodward, a man prominent in the history of Sus- 
sex County. William Henry Johnson resided in 
Newton during most of his life, and was regarded 
as one of the foremost citizens of the place. He 
was a successful merchant, and was twice ap- 
pointed postmaster, first by President Harrison and 
then by President Taylor. He trained for the 
War of 1812, but did not get into active service 
before the war was over. He, too, was a very 
devout Presbyterian. 

Samuel Johnson was born in Newton, April 
19, 1833, the son of William Henry and Anna M. 
(Couse) Johnson. Educated in the private schools 
of Newton, which enjoyed a very fine reputation 
for the thoroughness of their scholarship, he en- 
tered his father’s store when he was about fifteen 
years old, his career as a merchant extending over 
a period of forty years. The store was then lo- 
cated in the building known as the Newton Acad- 
emy built in 1802, beside the entrance to the old 
cemetery. On the second floor were the offices of 
“The Register,” John H. Hall being its proprietor. 
Mr. Hall was also Mr. Johnson’s partner in the — 
store, and so it came about quite as a matter of 
course, that when business was not very brisk, 
the lad should find his way up to the printing 
presses. He learned to set type and to do many 
useful things about the rooms, and was able in 
times of emergency to make himself valuable. 
During these early days he came in contact with 
B. B, Edsall, whose talents and genial personality 
made a deep imprint on his young mind. 

In 1856 his brothers, John C. and Henry W. 
Johnson, branched out on their own initiative, and 
left their father’s store, and at this time Samuel 
Johnson was taken in by his father as a partner 
in the business, the name becoming William H. 
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Johnson & Son. As time passed, and especially 
because of the advent of the Sussex Railroad, the 
center of business shifted to Spring Street. The 
Johnson firm was among the first to realize the im- 
portance of this change, and they acquired from 
William Beach the storehouse at the corner of 
Main and Spring streets. In June, 1863, the father 
died, and Samuel Johnson carried on the business 
alone. In 1870 he tore down the old building and 
erected the fine structure which he later sold to the 
Sussex National Bank, after more than twenty 
years of successful business. It was in 1892 that 
he sold his property to the bank and then retired 
from active life. 

As is almost invariably the case when a man 
makes a success of his own business venture, Mr. 
Johnson was often sought as a candidate for vari- 
ous offices, and feeling a sense of responsibility for 
the public good, he accepted whenever he could 
make it possible, and when in office devoted him- 
self to the duties which devolved upon him with 
the same systematic care that he gave to matters 
of personal business. He served as freeholder, as 
a member of the Town Committee, and as surro- 
gate of Sussex County, to which he was elected in 
1893, serving for a term of five years. His tenure 
of office was marked by many changes in the ar- 
rangement and filing system of documents, for 
which he received expressions of appreciation. At 
the time of his death he was still a servant of the 
public, holding the office of treasurer of the Water 
Commission. He was a director of the Sussex 
National Bank, and from the date of its organi- 
zation, a director of the Newton Library Associ- 
ation, and a charter member and first treasurer of 
the Newton fire patrol, of which company he was 
a member until his death. For two years before 
his death in April of 1901, Mr. Johnson was in 
failing health, and he felt the necessity of giving 
up all responsibilities. In spite of all that science 
could do to relieve the malady which was under- 
mining his health, he had to give up the fight. Sam- 
uel Johnson was survived by his widow, Euphemia 
S. Cassedy, daughter of the late James Cassedy, to 
whom he was married in June, 1861, and by three 
children. His daughter, Elizabeth C., is the widow 
of Walter N. Coriell, who was a prominent shoe 
merchant of Newton. They had one son, Harold 
N. Coriell, who is employed in the main office of 
The New Jersey Zinc Company, at Franklin, New 
Jersey. He married, in 1917, Mabel Broda, daugh- 
ter of Damian Broda, and they have four children: 
1. Walter N. 2. Frances B. 3. William J. 4. 
Anne H. The other daughter of Mr. Johnson, 
Anna M., lives at home, and his son, William J., is 


the assistant secretary and treasurer and an assist- 
ant trust officer of the Morristown Trust Company. 
For many years William J. Johnson was the choir 
leader and soloist of the Presbyterian Church of 
Newton, and he is now soloist in St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church in Morristown, New Jersey. 
Samuel Johnson is also survived by two brothers, 
Henry W., cashier of the Long Branch Banking 
Company, residing at Matawan, New Jersey, and 
Dr. J. C., who is a prominent physician of Blairs- 
town; and by two sisters, Mrs. Mary A. Wcecod- 
ward, wife of William W. Woodward, and Cath- 
erine H. Johnson. 

Mr. Johnson joined the Presbyterian church in 
1858, and five years later was elected an elder, an 
office which he filled continuously from that time 
until he died. He became clerk of the session 
and was treasurer of the benevolences. ‘The fu- 
neral services were held from the church where 
for over forty years he had been a faithful at- 
tendant upon its services, never absenting himself 
from his accustomed pew, unless out of the city 
or ill. During the hour of the funeral services all 
business was suspended in the city as a mark of 
affection and honor to the memory of the one who 
had been taken away. 


PETER S. DECKER—As public official, as 
successful business man, and as a public-spirited 
citizen, the life of the late Peter S. Decker was 
closely associated with the history of Sussex 
County for nearly half a century. Those years in- 
cluded the troublous years just preceding the Civil 
War and the period of that conflict, during which 
he actively served in various capacities at Morris- 
town, New Jersey. 

Mr. Decker was a member of an old and promi- 
nent family of Sussex County, a family of Hol- 
land Dutch ancestry, who traced descent from one 
Peter Decker, who settled at Deckertown (now 
Sussex) about the year 1740. He came from over 
the Kittatinny, or Blue Ridge Mountains, bringing 
with him a rugged constitution, energy, and re 
sourcefulness, and became the pioneer settler of 
the town which later bore his name. A descendant 
of his was Samuel Decker, grandfather of Peter 
S. Decker. He was well known in the rapidly 
growing village to which his ancestor had come 
as the first settler, and contributed a full share to 
its continued development. He married and 
reared a family of children, among whom was 
Samuel, Jr., of whom further. 

Samuel Decker, Jr., son of Samuel Decker, was 
born at Deckertown (now Sussex), New Jersey, 
September 8, 1782, and died October 14, 1828. He 
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was twice married, (first) February 12, 1803, to 
Lydia Westfall, who was born September 12, 1783, 
and died June 17, 1816; (second) to Nancy West- 
fall, sister of his first wife. She was born Sep- 
tember 20, 1793, and died March 26, 1841.  Chil- 
dren of Samuel Decker were: Julia, Maria, Coe, 
Ruth, Margaret, Harriet, Catharine, William, 
Peter S., of whom further; Nancy. 

Peter S. Decker, son of Samuel and Nancy 
(Westfall) Decker, was born in Deckertown (now 
Sussex), Sussex County, New Jersey, December 
16, 1822, and died at Newton, New Jersey, April 
13, 1905. He received his education in the schools 
of his native district, and continued to make his 
home in Deckertown until 1858. He had always 
taken an active interest in public affairs, and hav- 
ing inherited much of the vigorous pioneer spirit 
of his ancestors, he early became somewhat of a 
leader among his associates. In 1858 he was 
elected sheriff of Sussex County, and from that 
time to the time of his death he made his home in 
Newton, the county seat. His term as sheriff hay- 
ing been completed with success, he decided to re- 
main in Newton and to engage in business there, 
but the outbreak of the Civil War changed his 
plans, as it did those of thousands of others. He 
was detailed to take charge of certain army affairs 
at Morristown, New Jersey, and this responsibility 
was continued until the close of the war. At the 
close of the conflict he returned to Newton, and 
carried out his earlier plan for engaging in busi- 
ness there, establishing a coal and lumber business, 
which he continued to successfully operate during 
the remainder of his active career. He retired in 
1891. Meantime, however, he had, while conduct- 
ing that successful enterprise, been actively en- 
gaged in some other lines of business and official 
activity. For seven. years he was secretary and 
treasurer of the Sussex County Mutual Insurance 
Company, and he was later elected a member of 
the executive committee of this concern, which he 
served until his death. He also served for several 
years as a member of the Town Committee of 
Newton. He was widely known and held in high 
esteem in Sussex County, where his official duties 
as well as his business connections brought him in 
contact with a very large number of people. Long 
years of association had endeared him to many, 
and his death at the age of eighty-three years came 
as the gathering of a ripe harvest, but leaving to 
friends and associates cherished memories. ( 

Peter S. Decker married Amanda M. Vance, of 
Morristown, New Jersey, daughter of George 
Vance. She died in 1867, leaving one child, Susan 
A. Decker, who married Frank A. Roe and re- 


sides at the Decker homestead on Elm Street, in 
Newton. 

Mrs. Roe is well known in Sussex County. She 
is a member of Chinkchewunska Chapter, No. 24, 
Daughters of the American Revolution, of which 
she was one of the organizers and of which she is 
one of the charter members. She is also Past Re- 
gent, and was for many years its secretary. It is 
interesting to note that her admission to the so- 
ciety was based upon the service rendered by a 
member of her mother’s family, a Schooley, and 
that this family has for several generations always 
included a Susan. Mrs. Roe is also active in the 
affairs of the Presbyterian church. 





EUGENE DUBOIS LA TOURETTE— 
Among the prominent and well-known citizens of 
Bound Brook, New Jersey, is Eugene DuBois La 
Tourette, who for many years represented various 
fire insurance companies of New York City, serv- 
ing as adjuster and covering the United States and 
Canada. He was the first mayor of South Bound 
Brook, and one of the borough commissioners for 
many years, and has always been actively inter- 
ested in the advancement of the interests of Bound 
Brook. He is owner of the Somerset Supply 
Company, Incorporated. 

On both the paternal and maternal sides Mr. 
La Tourette comes of families which were settled 
in New Jersey before the Revolution, and the 
house in which he was born in South Bound 
Brook is the old Abraham Staats homestead, 
which has been in the family since 1738, and which 
was used as headquarters by Baron Steuben dur- 
ing the Revolution. His great-grandfather, Abra- 
ham Staats, taught surveying, navigation and other 
allied subjects. He was collector of Somerset 
County for over forty years. When Lord Howe, 
commander of the British Army, quartered at New 
Brunswick he offered amnesty to all of the people 
of this section who would swear allegiance to the 
King, exception being made to three men, Peter 
Harpending, Hendrick Fisher, and Abraham 
Staats; they would hang these on sight, but they 
were never caught. The Wyckoffs, the Staats, 
DuBois, Bayles and other collateral families were 
of old pioneer stock and produced men and women 
of a fine type. They were able and resourceful, of 
sterling qualities of character, and held very high 
places in the esteem of their fellow-citizens. John 
La Tourette, grandfather of Mr. La Tourette, was 
born in Readington, Hunterdon County, New Jer- 
sey, and was a son of Pierre, or Peter La Tourette. 
He was the proprietor of the Bound Brook Flour 
Mills, and a well-known citizen of this section of 
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the State. He married and reared a family of 
children, among whom was Cornelius Wyckoff La 
Tourette, father of Eugene DuBois La Tourette. 
Cornelius Wyckoff La Tourette was engaged in 
the saw mill business in this section for many 
years, and like his father, was one of the substan- 
tial citizens of Somerset County. He was a “forty- 
niner,” one of the original California “forty- 
niners,” and was on the Vigilants Committee. He 
went via the Isthmus of Panama, and walked from 
Santa Barbara to San Francisco. He returned in 
1853 to New Jersey and then started the Somer- 
set Sawmill. He married Margaret Ann Bayles, 
also a descendant of an old New Jersey family, and 
they became the parents of children, among whom 
was Eugene DuBois, of further mention. 

Eugene DuBois La Tourette, son of Cornelius 
Wyckoff and Margaret Ann (Bayles) La Tourette, 
was born in the old homestead in South Bound 
Brook, December 29, 1857, and received his early 
school training in the local public and private 
schools, after which he continued his studies in the 
grammar and preparatory schools of New Bruns- 
wick, New Jersey. Upon the completion of his 
course in the preparatory school in 1876 he became 
connected with the Ninth National Bank, New 
York City, where he remained two years, then in 
farming and dairying until 1880, when he returned 
to New York City and associated himself with the 
agents of the Commercial Union Insurance Com- 
pany. In 1882, after serving for two years in the 
employ of the Commercial Union Insurance Com- 
pany, he went South and took charge of the plan- 
tation of George LaMont, in Caroline County, Vir- 
ginia, where he remained for a year. At the end 
of that time he again returned to New York City 
and resumed his connection with the Commercial 
Union Insurance Company. In 1888 he entered 
the employ of the Liberty Insurance Company as 
surveyor, but was later made adjuster, in which 
field he met with pronounced success. So skillful 
was he in this particularly delicate and difficult 
branch of the insurance business that in 1891 he 
began to do business independently as fire adj uster, 
doing work for the Home Insurance Company of 
New York; the Aetna, of Hartford, Connecticut, 
Insurance Company, and for the Insurance Com- 
pany of North America, of Philadelphia, as well 
as for a large number of other companies, cover- 
ing the Eastern United States and parts of Can- 
ada, but especially giving his attention to the work 
of the New York City companies. In this line he 
continued until the time of his retirement in 1922. 
Meantime, in 1921, he had established the Somer- 
set Supply Company, Incorporated, a concern 


which deals in feed and coal, with Mr. La Tourette 
as president; E. P. Bryan, Jr., as vice-president, 
and J. E. Hereford, Jr., as secretary and treas- 
urer. Later Mr. La Tourette purchased the in- 
terests of the others, and at the present time (1927) 
he is owner of the corporation. 

In addition to his business responsibilities Mr. 
La Tourette has always taken an active part in 
the affairs of the community. He is president of 
the Bound Brook Water Company and one of its 
chief stockholders, he served as president of the 
Borough Council for many years, and he was the 
first mayor of South Bound Brook, and served 
seven years. Fraternally, he is affiliated with 
Lodge No. 1388, Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, and he is a member of the Lotus Club of 
New York City, the Middlebrook Country Club, 
and vice-president of the Raritan Valley Country 
Club. His religious affiliation is with the Episcopal 
church. 

Eugene DuBois La Tourette was married, May 
30, 1882, to Florence DeCamp, daughter of Oscar 
and Olivia (Raik) DeCamp. Mr. and Mrs. La 
Tourette are the parents of two children: 1. 
Josephine, who married Lieutenant-Commander T. 
A. M. Craver, of the United States Navy, at pres- 
ent time serving on the United States ship “Texas,” 
and has two children: Eugenie La Tourette and 
T. A. M,, Jr. 2. Eugene DuBois, Jr., who is asso- 
ciated with his father in the Somerset Supply 
Company, Incorporated. 





HON. SAMUEL T. MUNSON—The family 
from which is descended Hon Samuel T. Munson, 
prominent citizen of Franklin, Sussex County, New 
Jersey, is one that was originally identified with 
the history of old England. Israel Munson was 
a native of Morris County, where he was born in 
1771, and was an early settler of the town of 
Hardyston. He followed the occupation of far- 
mer. Israel Munson married Nancy Conger, of 
Morris County, and to them were born the fol- 
lowing children: Amos; Lavinia; Samuel; Asa; 
Susanna; Sering; Israel, Jr.; James L.; John; 
Theodosia; and Nancy. Israel Munson, Sr., died 
in Hardyston. As a youth Asa Munson took up 
his residence at Beaver Run, New Jersey, but 
eventually returned to the family homestead, where 
he spent the balance of his life. He married, in 
1832, Lydia, daughter of George Dolan, resident of 
Hardyston, and to this union were born: George 
D.; Chilleon; Phebe Ann, who married W. C. 
Roe, of Lafayette, New Jersey, and had: Daniel 
D.; Susan; Sarah E.; Nancy Amelia, married 
Samuel George, of Ogdensburg, New Jersey; 
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Asa, Jr., deceased; Lydia, deceased; married A. J. 
Van Cott, of New York. Asa Munson was a 
freeholder in his township for a number of years, 
but was eventually forced to decline further serv- 
ice in that position due to ill health. He and his 
family were attendants at the North Church (Pres- 
byterian) and to that denomination Asa freely 
gave of his means. His large estate and also a dis- 
tillery which he owned were supervised in the lat- 
ter years of his life by his two sons, C. and D. D. 
Munson. 

Hon. Samuel T. Munson was born on the old 
Munson homestead situated between Franklin and 
Ogdensburg on November 4, 1876. He was a stu- 
dent in the local public schools, the Blair Acad- 
emy, Trenton Model School, and the Néw York 
Military Academy. After completing his studies 
he became associated with his uncles, Daniel and 
Chilleon Munson, both of whom were merchants, 
and bachelors, and following their death, he con- 
tinued to carry on the business for twenty years 
thereafter. In 1913 he erected the Franklin Thea- 
tre building, of which more hereafter, and is also 
engaged in the insurance business. He remodeled 
the theatre in 1926, and in August of the same year 
it was again opened to the public with a seating 
capacity of 740 people, and installed new motion- 
picture projecting machines and the most up-to- 
date fireproof equipment throughout, the theatre 
now being a favorite one with thousands of resi- 
dents of Franklin and vicinity. Senator Munson 
succeeded his uncle, Daniel Dolan, as a director of 
the Newton Trust Company, thus continued for a 
period of one year and then tendered his resigna- 
tion to enable him to devote his full attention to 
other important interests. He has also served as 
a director of the Hardyston National Bank at 
Hamburg, Sussex County, but resigned from the 
latter directorship when he accepted a membership 
on the board of directors of the Sussex Trust 
Company of Franklin, of which he was one of the 
organizers, and is at the present time its vice-pres- 
ident. A Democrat in political affiliation, he was 
elected a member of the State Senate from Sus- 
sex County in 1912 and served for two terms until 
1918. 

Hon. Samuel T. Munson married, in 1807, Lillian 
Oates, daughter of William Oates, and to this 
union were born the following children: Fleta, who 
married Raymond McCann, and who is living at 
home; Asa, who was a student at Blair Hall 
Academy, and is now associated with his father in 
the operation of the Franklin Theatre. 

Senator Munson is a member of Harmony 
Lodge, No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons; Bald- 


win Chapter, No. 17; DeMolay Commandery, No. 
6, of Washington, New Jersey; Salaam Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, 
Newark, New Jersey; the Tall Cedars of Lebanon 
Lodge, and the Franklin Board of Trade. 





DAVID EUGENE QUINBY—Of a vigorous 
and gifted family, whose antecedents located on a 
grant of land received from King George II of 
England in early Colonial days, and which has ever 
since had members who have been identified with 
the progressive movements of Northwestern New 
Jersey, David E. Quinby, prosperous farmer and 
dairyman and public official, was a fine example 
of the type of people that have been of the desir- 
able members of the body politic of this section of 
the State through all the generations of the family. 
Particularly in Morris County, which was his na- 
tive jurisdiction and where all his activities were 


‘confined, was he most highly esteemed for those 


intrinsic values that have made the Quinbys a 
strong force for civic progress and individual 
righteousness. 

Isaac Quinby, father of David Eugene Quinby, 
was born in Orange, Essex County, New Jersey, 
November 2, 1788, son of Josiah Quinby, who 
settled, in 1797, on a farm where his grandson, Da- 
vid, afterwards resided, and built and! operated a 
gristmill in the town of Troy. He later engaged! 
in the manufacture of shoes for the Southern 
trade. He was a Whig in his politics, and in re- 


ligious fellowship allied with the Presbyterian 


church. His business as a manufacturing shoe- 
maker, which became quite extensive for those 
days, was a development of the trade which he had 


learned in his youth. In his agricultural and busi- 


ness enterprises he was accounted a successful 
man. He was a person of great influence in his 
community, and yielded to the popular demand to 
enter the public service. For about thirty years he 
occupied the seat of magistrate, which position he 
dignified with conspicuous judicial ability. He 
represented his district in the State Legislature 
for two terms, and for three terms was judge of 
the County Court. His administration of all these 
responsibilities reflected the strong and_ salient 
features of the Quinby character with which he 
had been generously endowed. He married, De- 
cember 24, 1812, Sarah DeHart, born in Hanover 
Township, Morris County, daughter of John and 
Jane (Dodd) DeHart, through whom she was de- 
scended, on the paternal side, from an ancient 
Colonial family, the one which settled on land 
granted to them by King George II. Children of 
Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Quinby: Phoebe, married Da- 
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vis Vail; William; John Alonzo; Isaac F.; David 
Eugene, of whom further; Emma J., married 
George Cobb, of Newark, New Jersey; Thomas 
N., died, aged six years; DeWitt Clinton; George 
A.; Sarah, died aged twelve years; and Mary Ann, 
married William Z. Gurnee. Mr. Quinby died 
January 29, 1866, and his wife passed away in 
1878. 

David Eugene Quinby, fifth child and fourth son 
of Isaac and Sarah (DeHart) Quinby, was born 
in Halseytown, Morris County, New Jersey, De- 
cember 6, 1822. He attended the public schools 
of the district and remained at home with his par- 
ents until he was twenty-eight years of age, in 
which year, 1850, he married, and, with his wife, 
settled on the Harrison homestead, where he car- 
ried on the farm for many years. In the latter 
part of his life he carried on an extensive dairy 
business which yielded him a goodly revenue. 

Public office had its attractions for Mr. Quinby 
only that he might render his full meed of service. 
Elected to the Morris County Board of Freehold- 
ers, he discharged the duties attached to that mem- 
bership in a highly creditable manner. He was 
also made the holder of a number of important 
trusts which he administered with fidelity and his 
customary business ability. He was a member of 
the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Mr. Quinby married (first), in 1850, Sarah 
Louise Harrison, born in Hanover Township, Mor- 
ris County, January 16, 1829, a daughter of Sam- 
uel Brant and Betsey Caroline (Righter) Harri- 
son, her father a son of Amos Harrison, of Or- 
ange, New Jersey. By this union there were three 
children: 1. Clara Louise, born in Halseytown, 
New Jersey, November 13, 1852; married, Novem- 
ber 13, 1872, at Halseytown, Edwin S. Wilson, of 
Whippany, New Jersey, born February 11, 1847, 
who died July 5, 1912, and they had two children: 
i. William Quinby Wilson, who married Mary Mc- 
Ewan, May 15, 1895; their son, William McEwan 
Wilson, married Madalene Ortiz and they have a 
son, William Ortiz Wilson, and a daughter, Edith 
Wilson, who married L. Delmonico. She has one 
son, Arnold Wilson Ward, by her first marriage. 
ii. Clara Adele Wilson, born March 26, 1877, who 
married Lyman J. Fish, who died January 2, 1906, 
Mrs. Wilson is a member of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution Chapter at Parsippannong, 
New Jersey, and of the Presbyterian church. 2. 
William H., born May 12, 1862, died aged eleven 
months. 3. Harrison. Mrs. Quinby, as was her 
husband, was a communicant of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. She died in 1895, and Mr. 
Quinby married (second), October 20, 1896, Anna 


Mitchell, born in Troy Hills, New Jersey, daughter 
of John Nelson Mitchell. 





DRYDEN KUSER—Dryden Kuser, assembly- 
man from Somerset County, New Jersey, is a 
member of families which have for many years 
been prominent in the financial, public and social 
life of New Jersey. Himself a native of this 
State, Mr. Kuser has upheld most worthily his 
family’s tradition of effective participation in busi- 
ness affairs and of unselfish devotion to the public 
welfare. Connected in an executive capacity with 
a large pottery manufacturing concern for several 
years after his graduation from college, he is now 
devoting the greater part of his time and attention 
to public affairs. Soon after the end of the 
World War, during which he saw service in the 
navy, though not yet graduated from college; he 
became interested in politics, an interest which he 
has since maintained. He served first as district 
leader of the Republican party in Somerset County, 
then in connection with the administration of Ber- 
nardsville, and, since 1925, as member from Som- 
erset County in the New Jersey House of Assem- 
bly. He is also: prominently active in social, fra- 
ternal and religious affairs. Always interested in 
nature and especially in bird life, he has written 
several books on that subject. 

Mr. Kuser was born in Newark, New Jersey, 
September 24, 1897, son of Colonel Anthony R. 
and Susie (Dryden) Kuser. The latter is a daugh- 
ter of the late United States Senator John Fair- 
field Dryden, who far many years was also presi- 
dent of the Prudential Insurance Company of 
Newark, New Jersey. The subject of this record 
was educated in private schools and at Princeton 
University, from which he graduated in 1919 with 
the degree of Litt. B. His college career was in- 
terrupted in 1918, when, at the age of twenty, he 
left Princeton to enter the United States Naval 
Reserve Force, being stationed at Cape May and 
in Philadelphia. When the war was over, he re- 
turned to college. After his graduation, he was 
for several years connected with Lenox, Incor- 
porated, of Trenton, well-known manufacturers of 
high-class pottery. He is also a director of sev- 
eral New York concerns. 

Since 1921 Mr. Kuser has taken an active part 
in politics as a supporter of the Republican party. 
He served as a member of the Republican County 
Executive Committee of Somerset County, 1921-22, 
and as a member of the Bernardsville Borough 
Council, 1924-25. Elected from Somerset County 
to the New Jersey House of Assembly in Novem- 
ber, 1925, he has been a member of the Legis- 
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lature ever since, being chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Public Health, serving on the committees on 
Taxation, Corporations, Fish and Game, State 
Hospitals, Agriculture, and proving himself an 
able and conscientious legistator. While still at 
college he displayed considerable literary ability 
when he served as managing editor of the “Prince- 
tonian.” He has written several books, including: 
“Haiti; Its Dawn of Civilization” (1921); “The 
Way to Study Birds”; “The Birds of the Somer- 
set Hills.’ He has also contributed articles to 
several magazines. He is a director of the Na- 
tional Audubon Society. 

Mr. Kuser is a member of the Racquet and Ten- 
nis Club, of New York City; the Princeton Club, 
of the same city; the Somerset Hills Country Club; 
the Fraternal Order of Eagles; the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks; and the Patrons of 
Husbandry. His religious affiliations are with the 
Protestant Episcopal church. He is a trustee of 
the Somerset Hospital. 

On April 26, 1919, Mr. Kuser married Brooke 
Russell, of Washington, District of Columbia, 
daughter of General John H. Russell, United 
States Marine Corps, and his wife, Mabel (How- 
ard) Russell. Mrs. Kuser’s father, since 1922, has 
been American High Commissioner to Haiti. Mr. 
and Mrs. Kuser are the parents of one son, An- 
thony Dryden Kuser, born May 30, 1924, and make 
their home at Bernardsville, Somerset County, 
New Jersey. 


CHARLES WESLEY BODINE, the present 
United States postmaster at Morristown, New Jer- 
sey, and one of the very well known men of that 
community, was born September 10, 1876, in Mor- 
ris County, New Jersey. Mr. Bodine is a son 
of Harmon and Charlotte (Call) Bodine, and a 
descendant of one of the oldest families in this 
State. Harmon Bodine, the father, was a mill- 
wright and a machinist, operating in these twin 
types of endeavor throughout Northwestern New 
Jersey. His business, indeed, brought him in direct 
contact with most of the flour mills in Morris, 
Hunterdon and Warren counties, for he was noted 
as a leader in his field. 

The Bodine family itself traces back through 
the French Huguenots. Three brothers came to 
this country during the early days of the Colonies, 
one settling in Staten Island, one in upper New 
York State, and the third in Northwestern New 
Jersey. These three men, God-fearing and up- 
right, were the progenitors of three of the most 
important families in the Eastern United States. 
All, primarily, have been tillers of the soil, although 


the various branches of this one great family have 
been well represented in the professions, the law, 
the church, and in military service, and many of 
these men and women have risen to positions of 


much eminence. 


Harmon Bodine, the father of Charles Wesley 
Bodine, was noted as a broadminded, highly intel- 
ligent man. He died at the age of sixty-four 
years; a man beloved by those who knew him 
well, and respected by all with whom he came in 
contact. 

Charles Wesley Bodine, the only child of Har- 
mon and Charlotte (Call) Bodine, received his 
primary education in the public schools of the 
community in which he was born, and he later at- 
tended the academies of that district. Immediately 
after the completion of these courses of study Mr. 
Bodine at once branched out for himself, obtain- 
ing his first real contact with the world of com- 
merce when he entered the hardware business in 
the employ of George E. Voorhees, of Morris- 
town. He remained with this concern for some 
nine years, after which he resigned to enter the 
employ of the Phillips Hardware Company, a con- 
cern with whom he remained for twenty-three 
years. Then, on January 13, 1923, Mr. Bodine re- 
signed to accept his appointment as the postmaster 
of the United States postoffice at Morristown, New 
Jersey, and was reappointed January 22, 1927, a 
Position which he has since filled with credit to 
himself and much satisfaction to the department 
and the community within the radius of his service, 
During the turbulent period of the Spanish-A meri- 
can War, Mr. Bodine enlisted in the United States 
Army and was assigned to duty with Company M, 
2d Regiment of the New Jersey National Guard, 
stationed in Florida. 

Since his return from this service, and despite 
the many varied and often exacting duties of the 
work in which he has been and is now engaged, 
Mr. Bodine has nevertheless found time in which 
to take a keen interest in the civic and general af- 
fairs of Morristown. In his political views, he is 
a staunch supporter of the Republican party, and 
as such he has served, over a period of six 
years, as a member of the City Council of Morris- 
town. He is, indeed, noted for the excellent man- 
ner in which he stands behind any movement de- 
signed for the welfare or advancement of his com- 
munity, and he is active in its commercial and 
financial success as well. He was for many years 
a member of the local hose company, holding a 
charter membership in this interesting organization. 
He is now an ex-president of the Exchange Club, 
having served two terms in this office. He is one 
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of the influential members of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, and he has done much to 
forward the good work of various other charitable 
and welfare organizations. He has been almost 
equally active in his club and social life, being 
affiliated with Cincinnati Lodge, No. 3, Free and 
Accepted Masons; holds a charter membership in 
the Morristown Lodge, of the Royal Arcanum, and 
is affiliated with Madison Chapter, Royal Arch 
Masons. 

Charles Wesley Bodine married Sadie L, 
Wright, a daughter of Walter and Agusta (Ker- 
ner) Wright, both descendants of old and well- 
known New Jersey families, the father having died 
in 1904. Mr. and Mrs. Bodine are the parents of 
two children, both of whom are daughters: 
Eleanor and Adelaide. Sadie L. (Wright) Bodine, 
the mother of the foregoing children, is very active 
in the social and civic affairs of Morristown, for 
she is not only a member of the Eastern Star, but 
she is also district chairman of the Republican 
Club, chairman of the Second Ward Republican 
Club, and is very active in church work as well. 
Mr. Bodine and his family attend the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, of Morristown. 


GEORGE MILTON GRAEF—Prominently 
identified with civic, social and political affairs of 
Somerville, George M. Graef is also an executive 
in one of the leading manufacturing corporations 
of the Nation. He is particularly active in Som- 
erville in espousing the cause of religion. 

A native of the State of Maryland, George M. 
Graef was born in Baltimore July 26, 1871, son of 
Peter and Mary Elizabeth (Schneider) Graef. 
He acquired an excellent education in the Balti- 
more City College, from which institution he was 
graduated in the class of 1890. His first employ- 
ments were of minor nature, and he eventually be- 
came connected with the Pennsylvania Railroad in 
minor positions for about five years and which he 
served in the capacity of chief clerk for six years. 
He was later employed by the Chesapeake & Po- 
tomac Telephone Company at Baltimore for seven 
and one-half years, and still later assumed his 
present connection with the Johns-Manville Cor- 
poration since March 1, 1911, as cost accountant. 
His connections with the several companies above 
mentioned were largely in the lines of general or cost 
accounting, in which profession Mr. Graef is an 
acknowledged authority. He became a resident of 
Somerville, New Jersey, in July, 1914, and almost 
from the time of his arrival has displayed the ut- 
most interest in civic and other matters pertaining 
to the community, and was elected a member of 


the Borough Council January 1, 1926. Mr. Graef 
enjoys the society of his fellow-men, and is for 
that reason identified with a large number of social 
and fraternal organizations, some of which are 
listed hereafter: The Solomon Lodge, No. 46, 
Free and Accepted Masons; the Keystone Chapter, 
No. 25, Royal Arch Masons; the So-Ra-Bo For- 
est, No. 48, Tall Cedars of Lebanon; the Century 
Chapter, No. 100, Eastern Star of which lodge he 
is also Patron. Mr. Graef is one of the most tire- 
less workers holding membership in the local 
Methodist Episcopal Church, of which he is an 
official, and has served as superintendent of its 
Sunday school for the past ten years. 

On March 6, 1804, George M. Graef was united 
in marriage to Alvina R. MacCubbin, a native of 
Baltimore, who, like her husband, is exceedingly 
active in church work and also in connection with 
the Eastern Star. To Mr. and Mrs. Graef have 
been born three children: 1. Richard S., now en- 
gaged in the operation of a chicken farm in Hun- 
terdon County, New Jersey. 2. George M., Jr. 3. 
Elsie, who married William E. Brokaw, a native 
and resident of Somerville. The family residence 
is located at the Stillwell Apartments, West Main 
Street, Somerville, New Jersey. 

ROBERT H. SNOOK—No small part of the 
general prosperity and growth of Newton, New 
Jersey, has directly resulted from the ability and 
public spirit of Robert H. Snook, who for over 
twenty-five years as proprietor of the Cochran 
House made a comfortable inn that was a con- 
tinual invitation to travelers to come to the town. 
Mr. Snook now devotes his time to his beautiful 
farm and to various phases of public service. His 


ancestors were also prominent in the development 


of Sussex County. His great-grandfather, who 
spelled his name after the fashion of his native 
land, Germany, “Snooks,” was a pioneer in the 
county, settling there on a farm. His son, Wil- 
liam Snock, farmed in what is now Hampton 
Township, where he reared the following children: 
Isaac; Mary; Jane; David; Jacob; Elmira, and 
Alfred, of whom further. 

Alfred Snook, son of William Snook, was born 
October 30, 1825, and died in 1870 at the age of 
forty-five, after an all too brief career as a pros- 
perous farmer. He married Malinda Predmore, 
born December 20, 1830, who died September TI, 
1917. Children: 1. Mary Jane, born April 10, 
1849. 2. William J., born February 19, 1851. a 
George D., born November 7, 1852. 4. Robert HH, 
born May 26, 1854. 5. Irene, born October 13, 
1856. 6. Francis A., born July 30, 1858. 7. Alfred 
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R., born October 16, 1860 (q. v.). 8. Catharine, 
born February 10, 1863. 9. Condit, born August 5, 
1865. Of this large family two children survive, 
Robert H., of further mention; Irene, widow of 
Jesse Shotwell, of Newton; and Francis A. died 
in Chicago December 8, 1926. 

Robert H. Snook, son of Alfred and Malinda 
(Predmore) Snook, was born in Hampton Town- 
ship, Sussex County, New Jersey, May 26, 1854. 
His education was acquired in the local public 
schools, and he was reared on the home farm. At 
an early age he began to work at odd jobs and con- 
tribute to his own support. His first venture away 
from home was in the South, where he engaged in 
the produce business for a short time, after which 
he returned to Newton and was occupied with a 
livery business for three years. Again seized by a 
longing for travel and broader adventures else- 
where, Mr. Snook sold out and spent nearly a year 
in the Northwest, where he bought and sold lots 
in Bismarck, North Dakota. Returning to New- 
ton by way of Minnesota and Michigan and 
Niagara Falls, New York, he repurchased 
his original livery stables and conducted them 
successfully for several years. His wider ex- 
perience and increased business ability found ex- 
pression in Mr. Snook’s next venture, which was 
the hotel at Blairstown, Warren County, New 
Jersey, purchased and operated for three months 
until opportunity for advantageous sale offered 
itself. Anticipating better business in Newton, he 
purchased the Sussex House there and managed it 
with great success for six years. It was in 1896 
that Mr. Snook bought the long-established Coch- 
ran House, in Newton, of which he and his wife 
made a delightfully attractive and comfortable 
modern hotel, famous to tourists throughout that 
section. When the late Woodrow Wilson, former 
President of the United States, ran for Governor 
of the State of New Jersey, he was the guest of 
Mr. Snook at the Cochran House, and many other 
distinguished men were entertained by this able 
proprietor. 

The Cochran House was erected by Dennis 
Cochran in 1842 and had as its first landlord, Isaac 
Bassett. In the subsequent years about a dozen 
men owned or operated the old hotel, until Mr. 
Snook bought it from Dr. Shepherd. Mrs. Shep- 
herd was a member of the Cochran family, the 
original builders of the house. The line: of suc- 
cession from Isaac Bassett, the original landlord, 
is as follows: Nathan Drake, Dennis Cochran, 
Sherwood & Conger, Newton E. Benjamin, Jacob 
Konkle, Thomas Armstrong, Sherwood & Haynes, 
Henry M. Ward, Ward & Kelsey, Henry M. Clark, 


John N. Clark, I. B. Case, Edward Decker, Robert 
H. Snook. Mr. Snook and his wife codperated in 
the task of making it the best known hostelry of 
that section, and it occupied that position of emi- 
nence when he sold it in March, 1922. Mr. Snook 
now devotes his time to his 235-acre farm in 
Hampton and Newton townships, adjoining the 
city of Newton, where he does general farming 
and dairying. He lives in one of the lovely old 
homes of Newton, the old Clark residence at No. 
100 Main Street, which he purchased some time 
ago. 

Many interests outside business have always 
occupied Mr. Snook. He is a member of Har- 
mony Lodge, No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons; 
the Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons; 
DeMolay Commandery, No. 6, Knights Templar, 
of Washington, Warren County, New Jersey; and 
Salaam Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of 
of the Mystic Shrine, of Newark, New Jersey. 
As a member of the Newton Board of Trade he 
gives effective service to civic development. 

Robert H. Snook married Mary Louise Gruver, 
who has shared with him in his work and in his 
success. She was the daughter of Horace and 
Mary (Kice) Gruver. Her father was a farmer 
at Hope, Warren County, New Jersey, and died 
at seventy-six years of age, his wife dying at the 
age of seventy-four. They were the parents of: 
Lizzie, Fountain, Nettie, Ida, Mary Louise (Mrs. 
Snook), Bert and Frank. 


GEORGE W. SNOOK—Of a long-estab- 
lished New Jersey family of farmers and indus- 
trialists, George W. Snook is one of the leading 
farmers of Sussex County, and a dairyman, the 
product of whose plant is without Successful com- 
petitor in this part of the State, where he was born 
and bred and is a citizen held in the highest es- 
teem. A son of Elias Snook, he is grandson of 
Jacob, and great-grandson of William Snook. 

Jacob Snook, son of William Snook, born in 
1793, died December 7, 1862, was a farmer in Still- 
water Township, where his father also lived and 


died, and they are buried in the old burial ground 


at Newton. Jacob Snook also conducted a bakery 
and candy-making business in Newton; he built 
the building where the candy kitchen now is, on 
Spring Street, Newton, and there conducted the 
business for some years. He married Elizabeth 
Devoe, and their children were: John N.; Elias, of 
whom further; Jacob M.; Catharine; Emeline; 
Lucy, all of whom are now deceased. 

Elias Snook was born in Stillwater Township, 
and removing to Montague Township he carried 
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on farming there for twenty-four years. In 1871 
he purchased the farm of his father-in-law in 
Fredon Township, which is now owned by his son. 
Here he spent the remainder of his days, and died 
at the age of eighty-three years. He married 
Mary A. Hankinson, daughter of Simeon G. Han- 
kinson, who had come to Fredon Township and 
purchased the farm referred to; he died in 1874. 
The children of Elias Snook: George W., of whom 
further; William, residing in Newton; Edgar W., 
now living in Warren County. 

George W. Snook was born November 20, 1861, 
in Montague Township, where he attended school 
and began farming with his father. Five years be- 
fore his father’s death he purchased the farm of 
144 acres of valuable land, which he has since 
operated, and where he has carried on the dairy 
business, his son Russell E., specializing in fruit 
and poultry. One of the best known residents of 
Sussex County, Mr. Snook is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church in Newton. 

George W. Snook married, November 27, 1899, 
Jennie Young, daughter of Samuel R. Young, and 
they have five children: 1. Walter R., who is a 
linotype operator in the employ of the New Jersey 
“Herald,” at Newton. 2. Harold E., residing at 
Belleville, and is in the Public Service. 3. Rus- 
sell E., fruit and poultryman. 4. Mabel A., who 
married Eugene Willson, secretary to Jacob L. 
Bunnell, of the New Jersey “Herald” at Newton. 
5. Helen E., at home. 


JOHN E. DUNN, SR.—A fine example of the 
self-made man, who rose from comparative ob- 
scurity to be one of the best known and most suc- 
cessful business men of Plainfield and Somerville, 
New Jersey, was John E. Dunn, Sr., whose per- 
sonal qualities of private integrity, business hon- 
esty and a congenial temperament constituted in 
large measure the assets that enabled him to achieve 
an enviable career. He was a strong personality, 
who impressed his force of character, kindly but 
firmly upon his employes, his business associates 
and friends. His domestic instincts were those of 
the affectionate husband and wise father; he loved 
folks, and was in turn beloved by many sincere 
and enduring friends. As general manager, secre- 
tary and treasurer of Sergeant Brothers, Inc., he 
occupied a high position in the commercial life of 
Somerville for many years. 

Born in Plainfield, New Jersey, October 26, 1867, 
John E. Dunn, Sr., was the son of Absalom and 
Electa (Meeker) Dunn. Having attended the pub- 
lic schools of his native city, he took upon himself 
the task of making his own way in the world. At 


the age of twenty he went to New York City and 
entered a school for training in the cutting of cloth. 
He made a decided change in his plans for em- 
ployment, however, and removed to Somerville, 
where he entered the employ of the late D. K. 
Craig, lumber dealer. At the age of twenty-three 
years he was made general manager of the Craig 
Lumber Company, and had charge of the sale of 
coal and lumber for that concern. In 1903 he be- 
came an associate of the J. D. Loizeaux Lumber 
Company of Plainfield, and remained as a partner 
there for nine years. He next became interested 
financially and actively in dealing in lumber at 
wholesale in Tennessee and North Carolina. His 
four years spent in the South in connection with 
this enterprise were attended with success. 

In 1916 Mr. Dunn returned to Somerville, and 
purchased a half interest in Sargeant Brothers, 
Inc., and soon attained prominence as one of the 
most progressive business men of this community. 
He became general manager of the company, and 
eventually was elected to the offices of secretary 
and treasurer, being the dominating figure in the 
business for nearly eleven years. He had been 
associated with the wholesale and retail lumber 
trades for thirty-five years all told, and was rated 
as one of the best informed men in his line in the 
State of New Jersey. 

Exacting business responsibilities were not so 
heavy as to prevent Mr. Dunn from devoting at- 
tention to other business undertakings and to pub- 
lic affairs. One of his most important kindred 
business associations was as a member of a Plain- 
field syndicate which held a large interest in a 
pulp wood enterprise in Newfoundland. He re- 
tained his holdings in this project until the time 
of his death. He faithfully discharged his duties 
as a citizen, and when a resident of Plainfield 
served in the Common Council of I9II-I2 as a 
member from the Fourth Ward. 

He enjoyed to the full the social intercourse 
that attended his affiliation with the United Com- 
mercial Travelers’ Association, of Plainfield; as a 
member of the New Jersey Lumbermen’s Associ- 
ation; the Royal Arcanum; the Knights of 
Pythias, and the Junior Order United American 
Mechanics; also the Somerville Rotary Club; and, 
when living in Plainfield, with the local lodge of 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. His 
religious fellowship was with the First Reformed 
Church of Somerville, which he had served as 
elder for several terms. 

Mr. Dunn married, November 14, 1880, Lillie E. 
DeCamp, a daughter of Lambert and Emily (Con- 
nett) De Camp, the former now deceased, a for- 
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mer hotel proprietor in Plainfield, where his widow 
resides. Mrs. Dunn is a member of the Somerville 
Civic League, the W. A. B. of the Somerset Hos- 
pital, the Women’s Missionary Society of the First 
Reformed Church, and the Ladies’ Mite Society. 
Children of Mr. and Mrs. Dunn: 1. Lillian C., 
married Leland Manning, of Plainfield, and has 
children: Ruth Vivien, Ralph Leland, and John 
Dunn. 2. Electa Vivian, married Fred T. Dickerson, 
of Dunellen, New Jersey, and has two sons: Fred 
Dunn and William Bessler. 3. John E., Jr., mar- 
ried Margaret Eleanor Coale, of Baltimore, Mary- 
land, and has a daughter, Virginia Eleanor. 4. 
Helen Emily, resides at the family home. 5. Hazel 
L., married Lloyd W. Hoagland, of Somerville. 

John E. Dunn, Sr., passed away at his home in 
Somerville September 3, 1926. His loss was 
mourned throughout the community and wherever 
his business and social relations had won him 
friends who were legion. A fine appreciation of 
his worth was contained in an editorial in the 
“Somerset Democrat,” of Somerville, as it noted 
his death: 


The local business community has lost one of its 
most forceful and substantial citizens in the death 
of John E. Dunn, after a long illness. Mr. Dunn 
was a man of extensive business experience. As 
an executive in several large enterprises, with 
which he had been connected, he lived to see his 
work and efforts grow into profits for his associ- 
ates, whom he so actively represented. 

The deceased was keenly interested in the growth 
and development of Somerville; and the large and 
extensive business of Sargeant Bros., which he 
has managed so many years, reflects his sound 
judgment and devotion to duty. 

One of the very best recommendations of John 
E. Dunn’s business ability was the high regard 
in which he was constantly held by his employees. 
With his genial and kind personality he was able 
to get the very best service from every man in his 
employ. He was firm and exact, but never to the 
extreme of driving away loyalty and devotion to 
service. He will be greatly missed by his hun- 
dreds of business and personal friends. 


RUSSELL FITZ RANDOLPH —It is most 
unlikely that any other individual has accom- 
plished more toward the present prosperity of Ber- 
nardsville and Somerset County, New Jersey, than 
has Russell Fitz Randolph, insurance and realty 
operator, banker and business executive, public- 
spirited citizen and worthy member of one of the 
oldest and most justly admired families in the 
State. There is probably no public office of honor 
which his fellow citizens would not gladly bestow 
upon Mr. Randolph, but he persists in rendering 
services of incalculable value to his community as 
a private citizen, by means of his marvelous genius 


for organization and creation of new enterprises 
which tend to enrich still more the town of his 
adoption. 

The son of the Rev. Wilson Fitz and Harriet 
Louise (Russell) Randolph, Russell Fitz Randolph 
was born at Shark River, New Jersey, on August 
2, 1868. His start in obtaining an education was 
with the intent of his following in the footsteps of 
his learned father. As a youth, however, Mr. Ran- 
dolph sensed within himself the requisite abilities 
of a succesful business man, and he accordingly, 
and with characteristic wisdom, determined to de- 
vote his life to the marts of trade. His early em- 
ployment was varied, he, for a time, serving as a 
teacher, clerk, bookkeeper, traveling salesman, and 
in various other capacities. His future destiny 
began to assume concrete form, however, in the 
month of February, 1898, at which time he removed 
to Bernardsville, and proceeded to engage in the 
real estate and insurance business, which lines of 
endeavor have ever since comprised his principal 
interests in a business way, but to which he has by 
no means confined his constructive activities. It 
was seemingly born in Mr. Randolph to consider 
first and foremost the best interests of his com- 
munity, and, accordingly, he has always been a 
tireless seeker for ways and means to insure an 
ever Greater Bernardsville. The establishment of 
the Bernardsville National Bank, of which he was 
one of the original organizers and of which he is 
now a director and vice-president, is an excellent 
instance of Mr. Randolph’s foresight; he sensed 
that the community needed and would benefit 
greatly by the founding of such an institution, and 
his judgment has since proved most unerring. 
‘The bank was first organized with a paid-in capital 
of $30,000 furnished by Mr. Randolph and two 
associates, which was increased in 1923 by stock 
dividends of 100 per cent, and sale to stockholders 
of $15,000, making a total capital of $75,000. At the 
close of businees on June 10, 1926, a report of the 
condition of the bank advised that its total re- 
sources had reached the high figure of $1,876,- 
034.22. ‘This institution first opened its doors for 
the transaction of business on September 28, 1903, 
in a twenty-foot room in what was then known as 
the David Buist Building on Claremont Road. On 
the opening day the amount received from depositors 
totaled $7,817.85. Subsequently the capital was in- 
creased to $37,000 and the deposits coincidentally 
reached the sum of $200,000. The bank successfully 
weathered the fearful panic of 1907. In 1912, 
having outgrown its original quarters, the directors 
of the bank purchased a building site on the cor- 
ner of Mine Brook and Claremont roads, and there 
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undertook the construction of a modern and most 
up-to-date fireproof two-story bank and office 
building, which was completed and became the 
permanent offices of the bank on April 28, 1913. 
The offices on the upper floor were rented to re- 
sponsible tenants, and an office building was 
erected adjoining the main bank building for the 
occupancy of Mr. Fitz Randolph as the Randolph 
Agency. The original charter of the bank was for 
twenty years, but in July, 1922, the institution re- 
ceived from the comptroller of the currency of 
the United States an extended charter for ninety- 
nine years. During the World War more Liberty 
bonds were subscribed for by the citizens of Ber- 
nardsville than any other community of its size in 
the State, and it was due to the leadership of the 
Bernardsville Bank that this record was achieved: 
Also this bank purchased as great an amount of 
United States certificates of indebtedness as any 
of the larger banks of the county, having invested 
in considerably more than their quota. The Ber- 
nardsville National Bank passed the million mark 
in deposits in 1920, and the capital was increased 
to $75,000, with the added security of a $50,000 
surplus and undivided profits for the protection of 
its depositors, and additional safeguard for the 
latter being the fact that the bank has consistently 
invested in United States Government and munic- 
ipal securities as being the most readily convertible 
investment and consequently, the safest. Taking 
into consideration the healthy growth of this in- 
stitution it is not surprising that Mr. Randolph, 
who continues most active in its direction, should 
feel an entirely justifiable pride in the financial 
stronghold to the success of which he has devoted 
so largely of his time and interest. True to his 
policy of service to the best interests of his com- 
munity, it was Mr. Randolph who was the prime 
factor in the reorganization of the Bernards Water 
Company when that enterprise seemed doomed to 
failure; this latter achievement being a notable 
indication of the financial genius of its savior. The 
local electric light company, the public library, and, 
in fact, every worthy enterprise that promises to 
benefit Bernardsville has invariably received the 
active support of Mr. Randolph, who was foremost 
among those men who were instrumental in assur- 
ing their actual existence in the locality. Not the 
least of his successful achievements was that of 
the company which engaged in carrying out the 
Sesqui-Centennial Celebration of America in Som- 
erset County. When complicated matters relating 
to business or finance come up, Mr. Randolph is 
invariably consulted, and the same applies when 
any improvements to the borough are under con- 


sideration. A keen, shrewd financier, and a highly 
practical business man, he can visualize and analyze 
any given problem, and voice a proper solution 
most promptly. It was also largely due to the 
activity of Mr. Randolph that the New Jersey 
State Underwriters’ Association was formed, and 
to its functions he has devoted much attention, 
having served on several of the most important 
committees of the association, particularly those of 
legislative character necessitating the presence of 
authoritative members capable of bringing its ef- 
forts to a successful conclusion. He is a member 
of State and National Underwriters’ Association. 
Aside from his large business and financial inter- 
ests, Mr. Randolph is a deep student of history, 
particularly that which relates to the State and 
Somerset County, and is a factor in the functions 
of the Somerset County Historical Society, the 
New Jersey Historical Society, and is also a mem- 
ber of the National Geographical Society. He is a 
consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Bernardsville, which denomination has 
his support at all times. 

On December 30, 1891, Russell Fitz Randolph 
was united in marriage to Elizabeth Stone, of 
High Bridge, New Jersey, a daughter of Charles 
Stone. Mr. and Mrs. Randolph are the parents 
of a daughter Willametta F., who is the wife of 
Vernon J. Tiger, of Bernardsville. Mrs. Ran- 
dolph is most active in the affairs of various clubs 
and women’s organizations of Bernardsville and 
vicinity. 


DAVID DUMONT, son of Henry and Mar- 
tha (Nevius) Demun (as he spelled the name), 
was born April 13, 1863, at Far Hills. He first 
became a farmer, but when the Lackawanna Rail- 
road was built through Far Hills, he forsook the 
farm and became a coal dealer, about 1890, and 
later added the lumber line, and his business be- 
came one of the most important of the section. 
The success of the firm can be traced largely to 
the long-headed business judgment and untiring 
energy, not to mention the sterling integrity, of 
Mr. Dumont. In 1891, in addition to his regular 
duties, he became agent of the Lackawanna Rail- 
road at the station at Far Hills. Since this place 
was more or less of a crossroads at this time, much 
work had to be done, and Mr. Dumont lent his 
splendid energies to the task of laying out streets 
for the town of Far Hills. 

Mr. Dumont was a leading member of several 
secret orders, including Prospect Lodge, Free and 
Accepted Masons, at Chester, and the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows at Somerville. He was a 
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loyal member of the Republican party, but never 
sought office in the high stations, although his 
friends, recognizing his ability, often besought him 
to offer himself. He was active in church work, 
having been a deacon and then elder in the Bed- 
minster Reformed Church. 

David Dumont married, September 21, 1887, 
Esther Lane, daughter of Matthew and Elizabeth 
(Nevius) Lane, of Lamington, whose father was 
a farmer and descended from Dutch ancestry. 
Mrs. Dumont is active in church and Red Cross 
work and is a member of the Order of the Eastern 
Star. 

Mr. Dumont’s death occurred June 14, 1909, at 
the end of fifteen years of faithful service as post- 
master, having been appointed first in 18094, and 
having weathered a number of strenuous political 
campaigns. He was a good man, a faithful friend 
and a conscientious public officer. 


ROBERT EMMETT BURKE, attorney and 
counsellor-at-law, with offices at the First National 
Bank Building, Morristown, New Jersey, was born 
at this place July 24, 1892, son of Joseph F. and 
Margaret T. (Cavanaugh) Burke; his father, a 
well-known dairyman, was born at Peoria, Illinois, 
during a temporary sojourn of his parents there. 
The grandfather, Thomas H. Burke, came to Mor- 
ris County in the early forties, was born in Ire- 
land, and became a prosperous farmer; an un- 
usually picturesque character he was, and superin- 
tendent of the farm of George T. Cobb; a good 
man he was, and died in 1897, having married a 
Miss Coghlan and they had the following children: 
1. ‘Thomas'-H., Jr. «2: Eugene SS. .3.. JohnH. | 4. 
Joseph F. 5. Mollie, married Frederick Morgenroth. 
6. Sarah. 7. Mary Louise. 8. Severina. Thomas 
H. Burke, Jr., served as captain, then major, 
in the Civil War on the Union side. Sarah, Mary 
Louise and Severina, members of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, became Sisters of Charity in that de- 
nomination. 

Robert Emmett Burke completed the courses in 
the local grammar and high schools, after which 
he matriculated at Cornell University, at Ithaca, 
New York, in the law department, from which he 
was graduated with the class of 1915 with the de- 
gree of Bachelor of Laws. In 1916 he was ad- 
mitted to the bar of the State of New Jersey as an 
attorney, and in 1920 as a counsellor-at-law. He 
began his practice in the office of Judge Edward K. 
Mills, at Morristown, and in 1923 formed a part- 
nership with Judge Mills, which continued until 
January, 1927, when Judge Mills retired from 
active practice. The father of Mr. Burke was a 


member of the Morris Township Board of Educa- 
tion for fifteen years and more, and in many ways 
looked upon as a constructive citizen. 

Robert Emmett Burke is a director of the First 
‘National Bank and the Spring Brook Building & 
Loan Association; a trustee of the Morris Com- 
munity Chest; one of the board of managers of 
the Neighborhood House, one of the principal 
charitable institutions of this section. During the 
World War he entered the First Officers’ Training 
Camp, May 13, 1917, as a volunteer, and was com- 
missioned and served as second, later as first lieu- 
tenant, then captain of Field Artillery of the 
United States Army. He served in France from 
May to September, 1918, when he was sent back 
to the United States to assist in the training of new 
divisions, it being the official opinion of that time 
that the war would last another year. He was 
honorably discharged February 6, 1919, as cap- 
tain, and returned to civil life and resumed the 
practice of law. After the war he was instru- 
mental in organizing a National Guard unit at 
Morristown and served as its first commanding 
officer. He was later promoted to the position of 
major of infantry, in which capacity he commanded 
companies at Morristown, Somerville, New Bruns- 
wick and Orange. 

Mr. Burke is a member of the Spring Brook 
Country Club, Morris County Bar Association, the 
Sigma Nu Fraternity, which he became affiliated 
with at Cornell University, and also of the Phi 
Delta Phi Legal Fraternity. In fraternal order 
work he is a member of the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks and the Knights of Colum- 
bus. He attends the Roman Catholic Church of 
the Assumption. 

Robert Emmett Burke married, May to, 1918, 
just before leaving for France, Florence L. Mer- 
chant, daughter of Daniel Manning, and Julia J. 
(Glaser) Merchant. Mr. Merchant was the first 
mayor of Morris Plains and a member of the 
State Board of Tenement House Supervision. 
Two children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Burke: 
Barbara Merchant, born July 13, 1922, and Flor- 
ence Marie, born June 7, 1926. 


FREDERICK WILLIAM SMART—One of 
the well known business men of Morristown, New 
Jersey, who has retired from active business life 
while still comparatively young, and is devoting 
much of his time to public service is Frederick W. 
Smart, formerly proprietor of a prosperous gro- 
cery business on Elm Street, but who retired in 
1925, and is now serving his third term as a mem- 
ber of the Board of Aldermen of Morristown. 


40 NORTHWESTERN NEW JERSEY 


Mr. Smart has been active in local public affairs 
for many years and has done much for the ad- 
vancement of the civic welfare of the town. 

Frederick W. Smart was born in Jersey City, 
New Jersey, September 18, 1880, son of William 
and Anne (Wardell) Smart. The family came 
from Jersey City to Morristown in 1887, in which 
year the father took charge of the grocery business 
of Turner & Bennell, with whom he remained for 
some years. He then opened a retail grocery busi- 
ness of his own on South Street, in Morristown, 
which later he continued to operate on Elm Street 
until the time of his death in January, 1918. Mean- 
time, the son, Frederick W., had attended the pub- 
lic schools of Morristown, and had further pre- 
pared for an active business life by taking a course 
in Coleman’s Business College in Newark, New 
Jersey, and on March 1, 1899, as a youth of nine- 
teen years, had become associated with his father 
in the grocery business. Upon the death of the 
father in 1018, the son took over the business, 
which he successfully operated until 1925, when 
he retired. Though he has given up the active re- 
sponsibilities of his own business, however. Mr. 
Smart has by no means retired to a life of com- 
plete leisure. On the contrary he was already very 
active in public affairs long before he gave up his 
business, and when he was twenty-one years of 
age had been made a member of the Election Board 
of the Third Ward of Morristown. 

Mr. Smart gives his support to the Democratic 
party and was nominated for alderman several 
times, and finally elected. When his first term 
expired he was reélected, and at the present time 
(1927) he is serving his third term as a member of 
the Board of Aldermen of Morristown. At his 
first election he received thirty-one majority in a 
strong Republican ward, at the next, the year Pres- 
ident Coolidge ran, Mr. Smart received a major- 
ity of 605, the total vote for Coolidge being 1180, 
and for Mr. Smart, 1188. While giving his sup- 
port to the Democratic party Mr. Smart regards 
‘fitness for office and the ultimate welfare of the 
‘town as of far more importance than the partisan 
victories of either political organization, and he is 
known as a citizen who has at heart the real good 
of the town. While serving as alderman he has 
been active on many important committees, includ- 
ing those of finance, streets, of which he is chair- 
man; fire, of which he is also chairman; water, 
and license. He has been energetic and progres- 
sive in securing improvements for the town, and 
has always stood for civic righteousness. Fra- 
ternally, Mr. Smart is identified with Cincinnati 
Lodge, No. 3, Free and Accepted’ Masons; Mad- 


ison Chapter, No. 27, Royal Arch Masons; and 
Odo de St. Amand Commandery, No. 12, Knights 
Templar. He is a Past Master of Blue Lodge, and 
a member of Salaam Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He is a Past 
Grand Tall Cedar of the Tall Cedars of Lebanon, 
and he was formerly a member of the Rotary Club 
and is a member of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association. His religious affiliation is with the 
Baptist Church, which he has served as a member 
of the board of trustees for the past twenty years. 

Frederick W. Smart was married, in April, 1906, 
to Estelle S. Baird, of Morristown, daughter of 
Luther M. and Sarah E. (Moore) Baird, both de- 
ceased. Her father was a prominent mason con- 
tractor in the firm of Baird & Green. Mr. and 
Mrs. Smart are the parents of one child, Elizabeth 
W., who is a student in Morristown High School, 
class of 1927. 

Mrs. Smart is active in church work, and is a 
charter member of Evening Star Chapter, Order 
of the Eastern Star. Mr. and Mrs. Smart live at 
No. 234 Speedwell Avenue, Morristown, New 
Jersey. 





CHARLES H. CRISMAN—The name which 
Mr. Crisman bears is one which is well known and 
highly honored by the citizens of Sussex County, 
not only because of the sturdy character of the 
men who came from Germany in the years of long 
ago to found his home in the new land of freedom, 
but because each generation since has made its own 
splendid contribution to the development and sub- 
stantial prosperity of the community in which they 
have lived. 

The American colonies were approaching the 
eventful year in their history which was to be for- 
ever memorable because of the Declaration of In- 
dependence, which was to sever them from the 
mother country, when Charles Crisman, born in 
Germany on September 9, 1749, turned his back 
on the land of his birth and faced toward the 
future with a hopeful and courageous heart. He 
set up his smithy in the township of Knowlton, on 
the property which is now in the possession of his 
grandson, Morris Crisman, son of Isaac Crisman, 
first born of the pioneer. Charles Crisman mar- 
ried Mary Kimball, a native of Germany, on Feb- 
ruary 17, 1779, and they reared a family of five 
children: Isaac, Jonas, Jacob, of whom further; 
Margaret H. (wife of William Hankerson, an 
early merchant of Blairstown), and Ann. 

Jacob Crisman, born on August 25, 1788, carried 
the lineage of Charles H. Crisman through the sec- 
ond generation of American Crismans. He mar- 
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ried Margaret Hill, daughter of General Hill, of 
Knowlton. He inherited a part of the homestead 
property, and followed the trades of carpenter and 
millwright, until he ceased active labor and retired 
to a home in Marksboro, Warren County, and later 
at Elizabeth, New Jersey. The family which grew 
up in this home were: John H\; Charles L., of 
San Francisco, California; Mary Anne, wife of 
Joseph Clark, of Elizabeth, New Jersey; Gideon 
L., who fought in the War of the Rebellion and 
was killed in action at the battle of Cold Harbor, 
where he was buried; Margaret H., twin of Gideon 
L., and wife of ex-Sheriff Samuel H. Lauterman, 
of Oxford; Virgil H., of whom further; and 
Jonas, of Paulina, Warren County. Jacob Cris- 
man was killed by the explosion of a cannon which 
was being fired to celebrate the election victory of 
General Harrison on December 12, 1840. Forty 
years later a piece of this cannon was turned up by 
the plow of Theodore Cornell, and was preserved 
by Virgil H. Crisman. 

Virgil H. Crisman proved to be a man of great 
energy and of many practical ideas for the benefit 
of the community. Having thought a matter 
through to its conclusion and having undertaken to 
accomplish its realization, he never allowed ob- 
stacles to stand in his way. He was born July 17, 
1828, studied in the local schools and got to work 
early in life, beginning at the age of fourteen to 
serve his apprenticeship with William Drake, a 
miller of Blairstown. He had already learned the 
rudiments of the trade from his father, and in 
three years he had become a journeyman. He got 
his start in life by his own efforts, for he had no 
one else to depend upon for financial aid. For 
the first six years after he was prepared for his 
trade, he ran the Shaver Mill at Stillwater on 
shares. By strict economy and close attention to 
his work he managed to get a small capital behind 
him, and in the spring of 1855 he moved to Branch- 
ville and purchased the flouring mill of the Mc- 
Danolds estate, consisting of three run of stone. 
Here he continued to labor and to save, and in 
1868 he felt that the business which he had built 
up warranted an extension of the plant. He then 
erected the larger mill now standing, of four run 
of stone, with nearby accommodations for storing 
the grain, situated close to the old mill, and he con- 
tinued to operate both. In 1876 he purchased an- 
other mill at Branchville, owned by William Sly 
and Robert H. Beatty. His mills were run by 
water power derived from the outlet of Culver’s 
Lake, part rights in which he had purchased upon 
settling in Branchville, and the remainder later on. 
Culver’s Lake consists of two bodies of water, one 


nine feet above the other, into which it empties. 
This is about three and a half miles from Branch- 
ville, and the outlet of the second is a mile and a 
half away. Mr. Crisman’s thorough study of the 
business of milling flour resulted in putting upon 
the market a product which cannot be surpassed, 
and his name stands for only the first quality. Dis- 
playing business ability of so high an order in the 
management of his own affairs, Mr. Crisman was 
naturally sought as an adviser by other business 
and financial concerns, for he was considered one 
of the soundest business men thereabouts. He 
served as a director of the Sussex National Bank, 
and was at all times ready to lend his aid to every 
worthy object. He was a Republican, vitally in- 
terested in public affairs, but preferring to leave 
political leadership to others and to confine his own 
efforts for the general welfare to business. 

Virgil H. Crisman married Sarah E. Tunison, 
daughter of Tunis and Anna Tunison, of Still- 
water, on November 13, 1852, and they became the 
parents of eight children: 1. Margaret A., wife of 
Charles F. Struble. 2. Charles H., of whom fur- 
ther. 3. Ellen G. 4. Martha I. 5. Emma E. 6. 
George T. 7. Ormento. 8. Isabella. He died on 
August 28, 1892, and his wife was laid by his side 
on September 30, 1916. 

Charles H. Crisman, the eldest son of Virgil H. 
and Sarah EF. (Tunison) Crisman was born in 
Stillwater Township on February 5, 1855. He was 
only two months old when his parents moved to 
Branchville, and here in the local schools he re- 
ceived a thorough education, carrying on at the 
same time a very practical training in the mill 
with his father. He was only six years old when 
he first began to go to the mill to help, so that 
when his studies were finished he was already well 
started in a knowledge of the business with which 
his name was by this time widely connected. His 
father took him in as a member of the firm while 
he was still young, and his brother, George T. Cris- 
man, was also associated with them, the firm being 
known as V. H. Crisman & Sons. George T. Cris- 
man died in 1891, and the Sons was changed to Son, 
and so continued during the life of the senior mem- 
ber of the firm, when the industry was carried on 
under the name of C. H. Crisman. Having early 
mastered the milling business Mr. Crisman’s ac- 
tive mind went afield to find other opportunities, 
and by careful study he acquired a knowledge of 
electricity, which has placed him among recog- 
nized experts in this most modern field, though in 
this subject he is self-taught. Before the close of 
the last century, he had founded the Branchville 
Light Company, the plant being erected in 1892 in 
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connection with his mill. In 1907 the demand had 
made imperative an entirely new equipment. Within 
two years from its inception the demand had called 
for increased machinery. Then in, 1808 new tur- 
bine wheels were set in motion and a thousand 
light alternator Edison system was installed. Five 
years later the company was incorporated, with 
Charles H. Crisman at its head, and the new com- 
pany took under immediate consideration the needs 
of the community and nearby districts. A new 
power house, with new dynamos and modern ac- 
cessories were built; a 160 horse-power turbine 
wheel and a capacity of 4,000 candle power now 
enables the plant to supply Branchville, Culver’s 
Lake and the entire rural community within a three 
mile radius with excellent electric light service. 
Mr. Crisman’s knowledge of electricty, like his 
knowledge of flour and flour mills, is not theoret- 
ical but intensely practical. After putting in run- 
ning order the Branchville plant, which was sold 
in March of 1923 to the New Jersey Power Com- 
pany, he turned his attention to other communi- 
ties in that region which were in need of similar 
improvement and built the Blairstown plant, then 
the Blair Hall Electric Light Company in 1806, 
then the Stanhope plant, known as the Wills Brook 
Electric Light plant, and a private plant at Andover 
for S. S. Wills. He later rebuilt the Sussex plant 
at Woodburn. This imposing list of actual 
achievements proves that Mr. Crisman has fairly 
earned the reputation which he enjoys as an expert 
on matters electrical. 

In the midst of so busy a life, he did not neglect 
the social side of his nature, and early identified 
himself with the Presbyterian church and with the 
Masonic Order. He joined Harmony Lodge, No. 
8, Free and Accepted Masons, and when Kittatinny 
Lodge, No. 164, was formed at Branchville, he was 
one of the charter members. He also belongs to 
Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons, of 
Newton, and the DeMolay Commandery, No. 6, of 
Washington, Warren County. 

Charles H. Crisman was united in marriage on 
March 31, 1880, to Ida McDanolds, daughter of 
Christopher and Mary Smith McDanolds. ‘Their 
only child, Irene, married Frank E. McNeilie, of 
Branchville. Mr. and Mrs. McNeilie have a son, 
Charles Dean McNeilie. 

Though Mr. Crisman has now withdrawn prac- 
tically from all active connection with business and 
public affairs in general, he is still one of the most 
influential men of Branchville, enjoying in his later 
years the fruitage of an upright and useful life, 
the honor and respect-of his fellow-citizens and the 
consciousness that he has used to the best of his 
ability the talents which were given into his keeping. 


JOHN H. NELDEN—Whenr the progenitor 
of this family settled in Pennsylvania, the name 
was spelled Nulton. George Nelden, grandfather 
of John H. Nelden, was born in Bucks County in 
1796. He married Achsah Holcombe, daughter of 
George Holcombe, of Trenton, New Jersey, and 
they became the parents of two sons, George H. 
and John. John graduated from Union College, 
Schenectady, New York, and engaged in farming 
for a time, later becoming.a lumber merchant of 
Newton, New Jersey, where he died. The other 
son, George Holcombe Nelden, father of John H. 
Nelden, was born at Hawley, Pennsylvania, April 
21, 1815, and was five years old when his parents 
moved over the New Jersey border to Sussex 
County. He attended the public schools at Mon- 
tague, New Jersey, and received private instruc- 
tion of the Rev. Clarkson N. Dunn, of Newton. 
He later was entered as a student at a boarding 
school at Harmony Vale. When school days were 
over he entered the law office of Major William 
T. Anderson, at Newton, and read law for three 
years, but did not find the legal profession to his 
liking. Desiring to get some practical knowledge 
that would fit him to go into business, he engaged 
as a clerk in a wholesale dry goods store in New 
York City, where he worked for four years, after 
which he returned to Sussex County and forming 
a partnership with Colonel Joseph Northrup, 
opened a general store at Lafayette, which he op- 
erated for two years, returning at the end of that 
time to New York City, where as a member of 
the firm of Smalley & Nelden he was engaged in 
handling china, glass and earthenware. The firm 
were well-known importers and jobbers in goods 
of this kind during the five years of their exist- 
ence. Then Mr. Nelden again returned to North- 
western New Jersey and formed a partnership 
with his brother, John Nelden, as general mer- 
chants, managing at the same time a farm at Mon- 
tague, Sussex County. He also became an exten- 
sive lumber dealer, with headquarters at Shohola, 
Pennsylvania. With this wide and varied experi- 
ence in business, Mr. Nelden became actively in- 
terested in other lines. From 1860 to 1865 he was 
engaged in the manufacture of stoves, plows, and 
other agricultural implements. He next opened a 
coal and lumber yard at Newton, which he car- 
ried on until 1874. In all of his business enter- 
prises he was very successful, but he was even 
more widely known as a man who took a very 
active part in the political life of his day. In 1849 
he was elected as sheriff of Sussex County for a 
term of three years. In the winter of 1852 he was 
appointed by the electoral college of New Jersey 
to carry the vote of the State for Franklin Pierce 
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as President to present to the President of the 
United States Senate. In the following spring he 
was appointed by President Pierce as United States 
marshal of New Jersey, and, was reappointed by 
President Buchanan in 1857, holding the office for 
eight years. He was in charge of the census of 
the State of New Jersey and appointed the enumer- 
ators for the various counties and townships of the 
State. In 1874 he was elected county clerk of Sus- 
sex County, and was reélected in 1879, holding this 
office at the time of his death, November 27, 1881. 
He was considered one of the strong men of his 
time and received many honors at the hands of his 
fellow citizens. He was sent as a delegate to the 
Baltimore Convention that nominated Van Buren 
for the Presidency, he represented his county re- 
peatedly at State conventions, and showed himself 
to be a leader of men. As a war Democrat he 
assisted the Government in gathering recruits for 
the Union Army, and his influence at this time was 
of much value. 

His first wife was Caroline Anderson, daughter 
of Major William T. Anderson, who died one year 
after their marriage, leaving an infant daughter, 
who also died about the age of twenty-two years. 
He later married Elizabeth W. Hedges, daughter 
of Dr. Stephen and Rachel (Baldwin) Hedges. 
To this union three children were born: Mary, now 
deceased; Lucy, residing in South Orange; John 
H., of whom further. Mrs. Nelden died Novem- 
ber 26, 1878. 

John H. Nelden was born at Newton, New Jer- 
sey, March 8, 1856. He received his education at 
the public schools of Newton, Newton Academy, 
and Miss Agnes McCortney’s private school. His 
first employment was with his father in the office 
of the county clerk, and at the time of his father’s 
death he was appointed by the Governor of the 
State to complete the unfinished term, a period of 
about one year. At the ensuing election he was 
made county clerk, and served from 1882 to 1887, 
From 1888 to 1895 he was engaged in the rubber 
business in New York City, and then he returned 
to Sussex County, where he had 300 acres of land 
in Hampton Township and during the next 
eleven years he devoted himself to the management 
of this estate. In 1924 he sold his property in 
Hampton Township and removed to Branch- 
ville, where he has since resided, having with- 
drawn from all active pursuits. He also has been 
interested in public affairs, and has served in vari- 
ous capacities. He has been councilman of the 
borough and was mayor for two terms. When the 
First National Bank was first talked of Mr. Nel- 
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den was one of the men who first became prac- 
tically interested, and he was a member of the 
original board of directors. He is now serving 
as vice-president of this bank. His fraternal re- 
lations are with the local lodge of the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks and with Kittatinny 
Lodge, No. 164, Free and Accepted Masons. 

On January 24, 1906, John H. Nelden married 
Alice W. Oliver, daughter of James J. and Jane 
Ann (Jay) Oliver, whose father came from Eng- 
land and settled in Newark, New Jersey. 





JOHN M. MILLS—An exhibition of senti- 
ments of humanity by a big-hearted lawyer has 
swayed the decision of many a jury in a civil or 
criminal case, and few attorneys know better how 
to strike the golden chord than John M. Mills, of 
Morristown, whose success in his profession has 
been most marked. Mr. Mills has handled some 
of the largest and most important cases on the 
calendar, and always with that suavity which char- 
acterizes the true gentleman and with that pene- 
tration that is part of the equipment of every good 
barrister. Being a humanitarian, he fights hard- 
est for the weak and oppressed, and. many have 
been his clients whose principles have been up- 
held by Mr. Mills without the payment of a fee, 
His contribution to the ethics of his profession, as 
well as to its accumulated wisdom, has conse- 
quently been sufficent to bring from his colleagues 
their most generous commendation, 

John M. Mills was born at Morristown, Morris 
County, New Jersey, the son of Nehemiah M. and 
Susan (Slaght) Mills. Nehemiah M. Mills, a 
native of New York State, was engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits, and was esteemed a highly useful 
citizen of his community. His political affilia- 
tions were with the Republican party. The mother, 
Susan (Slaght) Mills, was born in Roxbury 
Township, New Jersey. 

John M. Mills received his preliminary educa- 
tion in the public and high schools of Morristown, 
after which he became a student at Rutgers Col- 
lege, New Brunswick, from which he was gradu- 
ated with the class of 1897, with the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts. In 1901 he was given an extra 
degree of Master of Science. Having determined 
to become a lawyer, he read law for one year in 
the office of F. G Burnham, of Newark, and then 
for two years was associated with Hon. W. W. 
Cutler, of Morristown. In June, 1899, he was ad- 
mitted as an attorney to the bar of the State of 
New Jersey, and in June, 1902, as a counsellor-at- 
law. He is now a special master. Immediately 
after his admission to the bar Mr. Mills estab- 


34 NORTHWESTERN NEW JERSEY 


lished himself in Morristown, and has been ac- 
tively engaged in practice ever since. From the 
first he has taken high rank, but his activities were 
not confined to his own profession. He has found 
time to devote to politics, public and economic 
questions and various charities which have come 
within his purview. In his political preference he 
is a Republican, and for five years, 1901-1906, has 
represented his party as a chosen freeholder; from 
1905 to 1906 he was an assemblyman in the State 
Legislature; from 1913 to 1918, he was counsel to 
the Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders ; 
from May 18, 1918, to May 18, 1923, for five years, 
he served as prosecutor of the pleas of Morris 
County; and has served as secretary to the Morris 
County Board of Taxation for six years. Since 
1900 he has been attorney for Morris Township; 
has been attorney for Mount Arlington Borough 
for the past nine years; attorney for Mendham 
Township one year; Randolph Township one year; 
Washington Township, six years; and for the 
Morris Township Board of Education twenty- 
three years. 

Mr. Mills is actively interested in fraternal af- 
fairs, and is a member of Morristown Lodge, No. 
188, Free and Accepted Masons; the Improved 
Order of Red Men, and the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks. In connection with his pro- 
fession he is a member of the New Jersey State 
Bar Association and the Morris County Bar As- 
sociation. His clubs are the Tapkaow and the 
Spring Brook Country. His religious fellowship is 
with the Methodist Church. 

John M. Mills married, April 12, 1906, at Mor- 
ristown, Cora E. Studley, born in Morris Town- 
ship, October 19, 1886. Mr. and Mrs. Mills are 
the parents of the following children: 1. Elden, 
born in Morristown June 24, 1908. 2. Lawrence. 
3. John. 4. Marion. 

The profession of the law is enriched by the ac- 
cession of men of the type of Mr. Mills, and his 
own progress is mute evidence that he profits most 
who serves the community. 


JOHN HERBERT CHILDS—A native of 
Basking Ridge, New Jersey, John Herbert Childs 
was born, reared and educated in this community, 
and after a period of a few years which he de- 
voted to agricultural pursuits, finally became iden- 
tified with a large New York Corporation in a 
capacity for which he was eminently fitted by both 
inclination and training. 

Luther Childs, father of John Herbert Childs, is 
also a native of Basking Ridge, where he was born 
in 1856. He was married to Anna D. McMurtry, 


a native of Basking Ridge, New Jersey, who was 
born in 1857 and died in 1924, in the sixty-seventh 
year of her age. Her husband was engaged for 
a number of years as a farmer, but eventually be- 
came associated with the Childs Company of New 
York City, from which he resigned a few years 
ago to retire from active business affairs. 

John Herbert Childs, son of Luther and Anna 
D. (McMurtry) Childs, was born in October, 1886. 
He obtained his rudimentary education in the local 
public schools, from which he entered the Summit 
High School, after attending the last mentioned 
institution for two years. He then matriculated 
at the Lawrenceville Preparatory School and was 
graduated from the latter as a member of the class 
of 19007. For a few years thereafter, Mr. Childs 
devoted his time and attention to farming. He 
eventually decided, however, that another career 
would be more to his liking, and, after completing 
a bacteriological course of studies, followed in the 
footsteps of his father, to the extent that he en- 
tered the employ of the Childs Company, of New 
York City, but in the capacity of bacteriologist in 
the milk department of the company. 

A Democrat in political affiliation, Mr. Childs is 
a loyal supporter of that party, although not inter- 
ested in personally serving as an office holder. He 
takes an active part in civic affairs, and is especially 
well known on account of his great interest in edu- 
cation, having been for the past eight years a 
member of the local board of education, of which 
board he has served during the past two years in 
the capacity of president. Mr. Childs is also a 
leading factor in church work, being a member 
and a deacon of the local Presbyterian Church. 

John Herbert Childs was united in marriage on 
September 23, 1908, to Mary Belle Post, daughter 
of Gabriel and Jeannette (Arnold) Post, of Rock- 
away, New Jersey. Mrs. Childs is a descendant 
on the maternal side of the Fords and Arnolds, of 
Revolutionary fame. Mrs. Childs is a member of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Childs have been born four children: 
1. Marion C., now in her severiteenth year, 1927. 
2. Samuel S., aged thirteen years, 1927. 3. M. 
Louise, who is in her eleventh year, 1927. 4. 
Nancy A. Childs, the baby of the family, has 
passed her first birthday. The residence main- 
tained by Mr. Childs for his family is located in 
Lyons, New Jersey, which to the husband and 
father has always been home. 


FRANK BEDELL BOSS—tThe business life 
of Newton for a period of more than thirty years 
has recorded in its advancement and prosperity no 
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better known financial factor than Frank Bedell 
Boss, vice-president and trust officer of the Sus- 
sex and Merchants’ National Bank of Newton. 
Throughout his career he has been actively associ- 
ated with the progressive and constructive plans of 
the foremost financial institutions in this section of 
the State. Mr. Boss is a descendant of Abraham 
Van Vechten, first judge of the Court of Errors 
and Appeals of the State of New York. His great- 
grandfather was Derrick Van Vechten, major in 
the Revolutionary War, and descendant of the 
noted Van Vechten Holland Dutch family, who 
were prominent figures in the settlement of the 
State of New York. 

Frank Bedell Boss, a son of Dr. John Bedell 
Boss, a physician and surgeon, and assistant sur- 
geon in the Civil War, and Emma E. (Van Vech- 
ten) Boss, was born at Sparta, Sussex County, 
June 23, 1875. He attended the Sparta public 
schools and afterwards he was graduated from a 
business college in Newark. 

Mr. Boss entered the employ of the Merchants’ 
National Bank in 1806 as a bookkeeper, and he 
later became, in turn, teller, assistant cashier, 
cashier, and finally vice-president. This last po- 
sition was terminated when that bank consolidated 
with the Sussex National Bank of Newton, on 
June 1, 1925. He is now vice-president and trust 
officer and a member of the board of directors of 
the Sussex and Merchants’ National Bank. He is 
also a member of the board of directors of the 
Dennis Library Association, and of the Newton 
Board of Education. He is also president of the 
Sussex County Boards of Education and vice- 
president of the Newton Board of Trade. 

Fraternally, Mr. Boss is affiliated with Harmony 
Lodge, No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons; Bald- 
win Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons; and 
Tall Cedars of Lebanon, as Past Grand Tall Cedar. 
He is also Esteemed Leading Knight of Newton 
Lodge, No. 1512, Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks. He is a member of the Rotary, Sussex 
County Country, Newton Social, and Newton Ten- 
nis clubs, and the Sussex County Historical So- 
ciety, and the Washington Association, of Mor- 
ristown, New Jersey. He is an elder in the Pres- 
byterian Church at Newton. 

Frank Bedell Boss married, January 17, 1012, at 
Shawano, Wisconsin, Alice M. Roberts, daughter 
of Lorenzo Dow Roberts, superintendent of Edu- 
cation, and Minerva Roberts. 


FLOYD C. DEVORE—One of the most active 
and progressive men of Sussex County is Floyd C. 
Devore, who, after several years of official connec- 


‘served as secretary and treasurer. 


tion with the Newton Trust Company, organized 
the Sussex County Trust Company, of Franklin, 
which he serves officially as secretary and treas- 
urer. Mr. Devore also is the organizer of the 
Franklin Board of Trade, and he served as its first 
president for two years. 

James Devore, grandfather of Mr. Devore, was 
a resident of Sparta Township, Sussex County, 
who died in Newton, New Jersey, at the home of 
his son, Moses S. He reared a family of children 
as follows: 1. Moses S., of further mention. 2. 
Ella, who married Cyrus Lanterman. 3. Nora 
White. cond we died at the age of ten 
years. #99887 
Moses S. ed son of James Devore, was born 
in Sparta Township, Sussex County, and received 
his education in the public schools of his native 
district. In later years he removed to Newton, 
where for twenty years he successfully conducted 
a restaurant and ice cream parlor, remaining ac- 
tive to the time of his death, which occurred July 
21, 1920. He is buried at Newton. Moses S. De- 
vore married Florence Augusta Cook, daughter of 
Marcus A. and Sarah Ellen (Newman) Cook, who 
survived her husband and now (1926) resides at 
No. 27 Maple Street, in Newton. Moses S. and 
Florence Augusta (Cook) Devore became the 
parents of five children: Floyd C., of further 
mention; Edna Amelia, who married J. B. Hart- 
pence and resides at New Haven, Connecticut; 
Marcus A., who resides at Middletown, New York; 
Florence M., who resides at home; and Moses S., 
who resides at home. 

Floyd C. Devore, second oldest child of Moses. 
S. and Florence Augusta (Cook) Devore, was 
born in Newton, Sussex County, New Jersey, Jan- 
uary 15, 1883, and received his early education in 
the public schools of his native town. Later he 
continued his studies in the English and Classical 
School at Newton, and then further prepared for 
an active career by taking a course in the Newton 
Business College. Upon the completion of his 
business course he became associated, January 13, 
1903, with the Newton Trust Company, and that 
connection he maintained for about sixteen years, 
rising through successive promotions to the official 
position of assistant secretary and treasurer. On 
July 1, 19190, he terminated his long association 
with the Newton Trust Company in order that he 
might devote his entire attention to a new project 
which he had in mind. He at once organized the 
Sussex County Trust Company, which opened for 
business July 1, 1919, and which he has since 
This banking 
institution has made wonderful progress in the 
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seven years of its existence, and there is every 
prospect of an increasingly prosperous future. Mr. 
Devore is, in addition to the official responsibil- 
ities mentioned above, a member of the board of 
directors of the Sussex County Trust Company, 
and his sound judgment and thorough knowledge 
are important factors in the success which the 
bank has already achieved. Mr. Devore never loses 
an opportunity to advance the interests of Frank- 
lin and of Sussex County, and one of his special 
services was the organization of the Franklin 
Board of Trade, which he served as first president, 
taking office at the time of organization in 1923 
and continuing as president until 1925. Fraternally, 
he is affiliated with Harmony Lodge, No. 8, Free 
and Accepted Masons, of Newton, New Jersey, 
which he served as Master 1918 and 1919; Bald- 
win Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons. He is 
also a member of Lodge No. 1512, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, of Newton, New Jersey, 
and his religious affiliation is with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Newton. He is one of the 
able and progressive men of Sussex County, and 
also one of the most popular. 

Floyd C. Devore was married, in 1910, to Mable 
Stites, daughter of Stephen P. and Mary (Bouker) 
Stites, of Andover, New Jersey. Mr. and Mrs. 
Devore are the parents of two children: 1. Burton 
C., who was born in Newton, New Jersey, Decem- 
ber 20, 1913. 2. Floyd C., Jr., born in Franklin, 
New Jersey, November 27, 1921. 


HERBERT BENTLEY—In his twenty-one 
years of active association with the silk industry, 
Herbert Bentley, vice-president and treasurer of the 
Sussex Print Works, of Newton, New Jersey, has 
been an important contributing factor to the in- 
dustrial development and general welfare of his 
section. He followed in the footsteps of his father, 
also a silk manufacturer, from whom he early 
learned the fundamentals of the industry which 
attracted him from the start. To his constructive 
and useful career in this line, Mr. Bentley has 
added many other forms of participation in com- 
munity progress. Herbert Bentley was born in 
Paterson, New Jersey, January 5, 1884, son of 
Thomas W. and Isabella (Brown) Bentley. The 
father, throughout his long and successful busi- 
ness career an executive in the manufacture of silk 
in Paterson, Newton, New Jersey, and Pittston, 
Pennsylvania, is now living in Paterson in retire- 
ment. The mother died June 27, 1926, leaving 
children: Daniel B.; Herbert, of whom further; 
Dorothy, and Effie. 


Herbert Bentley was prepared for his position 
of social and business leadership by a liberal edu- 
cation beginning in the Paterson public schools, 
continuing at Boonton for two years, and at an 
English and Classical School in Newton, and 
rounding to completion at Blair and Princeton col- 
leges. His grounding in the silk industry was 
gained by actual labor in his father’s plant. Mr. 
Bentley began at the bottom and worked his way 
up through the various departments and grada- 
tions. The Valentine and Bentley Silk Company, 
as the mills were then called, were widely known 
and of great importance to the industry as well as 
to the community. As their volume of output was 
large and their product and methods first-class, 
Mr. Bentley was thoroughly trained in every angle 
of manufacture and distribution when the oppor- 
tunity for advancement came to him. In I9gII, 
when the Sussex Print Company was established 
and the plant opened at Newton, Mr. Bentley was 
chosen president and general manager. Two years 
later, H. T. Rounds, who was admitted to the 
firm, became its president, while Mr. Bentley as- 
sumed the title and duties of vice-president and 
treasurer. The factory, important in the indus- 
trial history of Newton, dyes and prints silk and 
mixed materials, and other fabrics, including the 
new fabric “Celanese,” in the converting of which 
the Sussex prints is recognized as the leader. It 
is a busy and efficiently managed plant, employing 
a great many workers so humanely and fairly 
treated by liberal employers that labor troubles are 
few. No small part of this comfortable situation 
is due to the personality and outlook of Mr. Bent- 
ley, a man of broad human interests and a genu- 
ine desire for the welfare of his fellowmen. 

Several clubs acknowledge Mr. Bentley as a pop- 
ular and active member. These are the Newton, 
the Sussex County Golf and Country, the Elks, 
and the Manhattan, of New York City. A. char- 
ter member of the Rotary Club, Mr. Bentley served 
as its first president. 

In 1910 Herbert Bentley married Hazel V. 
Whyms, daughter of Frank D. Whyms, of New- 
ton. Their children are: Herbert and Patricia. 





LANCELOT ELY, M. D.—Community, 
county and State have welcomed the medical sery- 
ice of Dr. Lancelot Ely as that of a general prac- 
titioner and surgeon of unusually pronounced abil- 
ities, while his particular National service, and 
that of the World War, as it contributed to the 
high standards of morale and skill in the United 
States Army Medical Corps, in which he holds the 
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office of lieutenant-colonel in the Reserve Forces, 
have brought him his many and well-merited 
honors. 

Dr. Lancelot Ely, a son of Robert and Eliza 
Ann (Kaye) Ely, was born May 20, 1875, at Hud- 
dersfield, Yorkshire, England, and with their com- 
ing to the United States in 1882, he located at 
Dover, New Jersey, where he grew to manhood, 
his father dying in 1883, and his mother in 1916, 
Dr. Ely attended the public schools, and the New 
York City preparatory schools, and, matriculating 
at the College of Physicians and Surgeons in 
Baltimore, Maryland, he was graduated there in 
1904, with the degree of Doctor of Medicine. At 
first he located at Flanders, in this State, where 
he remained until 1907, when he came to Somer- 
ville to engage in general practice, and joined the 
surgical staff of the Somerset County Hospital. 
He has also been active in civic affairs, and has 
served as a member of the council three years. He 
is a member of the County and State Medical so- 
cieties; the Monday Evening Club, and the Fire- 
side Club. 

Dr. Ely served actively and conspicuously for 
two years in the United States Army Medical 
Corps, winning three silver chevrons during the 
period from July 12, 1917, to February 23, 1919, 
entering the service on the Examining: Board for 
Second Officers’ Training Camp. His next ap- 
pointment was with the 333d Field Artillery, 86th 
Division, at Camp Grant, Illinois. At Camp Dix 
he served with the 78th Division for a period, then 
was appointed commanding officer of the Quarter- 
master Corps and the Medical Department. Later 
he served as commanding officer of the Camp Ex- 
amining Board and president of the General Dis- 
ability Board (all at Camp Dix). Entering the 
service as a lieutenant, he was discharged as a 
major, and now holds office since 1924 as lieuten- 
ant-colonel in the Reserve Force of the United 
States Army. Before the World War he was a 
member of the New Jersey State Guards. 

Dr. Ely is much interested in the history of the 
State, and he is a member of the County and State 
Historical societies; and he is an exempt fireman. 
His religious faith is that of the First Reformed 
Church, and he was formerly a member of the 
Consistory. 

Dr. Lancelot Ely married, October 10, 1905, 
Alice Louise Lawrence, of Dover, daughter of 
John Tyier and Mary Louise (Millen) Lawrence. 
Mrs. Ely is a member of the Civic League, the 
County and State Historical societies, and Gen- 
eral Frelinghuysen Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolwiion, They have four children: 


John Lawrence, Barbara Louise, Evelyn Jeannette, 
and Richard Kaye. 


EDWARD S. HOAGLAND—Bound Brook’s 
mercantile, civic and fraternal life has in Edward 
S. Hoagland a most active member as well as a 
most efficient promoter of their leading interests 
that make for permanent usefulness in this com- 
munity of increasing business enterprise. Mr. 
Hoagland, one of the foremost stationers in this 
section of the State, has resided here practically 
all his life, and he has been identified with the rep- 
resentative citizenship that is to be relied upon in 
all movements for public good. 

Edward S. Hoagland, a son cf Herman H. and 
Annie (Suydam) Hoagland, was born March Io, 
1887, at North Branch, and with the retnoval of 
the family to Bound Brook when he was two years 
old, he attended the public schools here. When he 
was only ten years of age he began to sell news- 
papers, and when he was fourteen years oid he was 
first employed by the Union News Company, after- 
wards operating a newsstand for that company. 

In 1916 Mr. Hoagland established his present 
business, and starting in a small way, he has in- 
creased his interests, and today carries a fill line 
of stationery, books, cigars, and sporting goods, 
and he disposes of 1,600 newspapers daily. He is 
a member of the beard of directors of the Bound 
Brook Building and. Loan Association, and has 
served two terms as a member of its council. He 
is also a member of the Exempt Fire Department 
Association; is a member of the Bound Brook 
Chamber of Commerce, having served as president 
of the former Business Men’s Association; and 
he is a charter member and one of the prime 
movers of the Rotary Club. 

A Democrat in his political views, Mr. Hoagland 
with his vote and influence supports the principles 
of that party. When the World War was at its 
height, he was active in the various drives for men, 
money and munitions, and was a leading factor in 
the work of the community chest activities. 

Fraternally, Mr. Hoagland is affiliated with Som- 
erset Lodge, No. 56, Knights of Pythias; Patri- 
otic Order Sons of America; charter member 
Lodge No. 1388, Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, and is an active member of its committee 
for crippled children; member of Eastern Star 
Lodge, No. 105, Free and Accepted Masons; Key- 
stone Chapter, Royal Arch Masons; Jersey City 
Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite; and 
Salaam Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of 
the Mystic Shrine; and was a member of the com- 
mittee for raising funds for the Masonic Home in 
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Newark; and he is also a member of So-Ra-Bo 
Forest, No. 48, Tall Cedars of Lebaron. His re- 
ligious faith is that of the Presbyterian Church. 


JUDD CONDIT—A substantial citizen and 
successful farmer of Troy Mills, near Boonton, 
New Jersey, whose broad and admirably culti- 
vated fields are an integral part of the beauty of 
that lovely section of New Jersey is Judd Condit, 
- owner of Crown Point Stock Farms. He has 
always taken an active part in the civic progress 
of his neighborhood, using his energies to aid in 
municipal affairs and in religious concerns. Mr. 
Condit’s great-grandfather, Stephen Condit, came 
to what was then Troy, Morris County, New Jer- 
sey, in 1800, and died in 1816. He married Polly 
Ogden aud had children: Swain A. and John O. 
Condit. The younger of these boys was born in 
Orange, New Jersey, in September, 1797, and at 
the age of three was brought by his parents to 
Troy, where he grew to influential and prosperous 
maturity, dying in 1866. He married Elizabeth 
Smith, daughter of Benjamin Smith, and she died 
in 1839, survived by four children, of whom the 
eldest was Stephen Hobart Condit. Stephen Ho- 
bart Condit was born in Morris County, June 13, 
1830, and became one of the leading farmers of 
Hanover Township, enjoying great prosperity for 
the quarter of a century following the Civil War 
period. He was public-spirited and served as an 
official in the township many years. He was ac- 
tive in the discharge of his religious duties, serv- 
ing the Presbyterian Church in official position for 
more than fifty years. Death came to him at his 
home in January, 1909. He married, December 209, 
1860, Mary Josephine Ogden, daughter of Far- 
rand and Hily A. (Mitchell) Ogden. Children: 
1. Elizabeth Smith, married Stephen Homer Mit- 
chell. 2. John O., died August 21, 1888. 3. Judd, 
of further mention. 4. Harry Hobart, married 
Julia Abbie Osborne. 

Judd Condit, son of Stepher Hobart and Mary 
Josephine (Ogden) Condit, was born in July, 1868, 
in a house adjoining that which was long his home 
in Troy Hills, Morris County, New Jersey. Edu- 
cated in the schools of the township and at Hack- 
ettstown, he launched for a brief period in the 
jewelry business. After his brother John’s death, 
he returned to the type of occupation character- 
istic of his land-loving family, farming and stock 
boarding. Progressive and highly intelligent, he 
has met with great success. His farm of 180 acres 
is productive and well managed. His house, now 
equipped with all modern improvements, was built 
by his father in 1874. His political views are 


those of the Republicans. A Presbyterian, he has 
served his church as elder and Sunday school su- 
perintendent, and was a member of the choir for 
twenty-five years. 

Judd Condit married, November 5, 1907, Estelle 
Beatrice Turquand, of Brooklyn, who was teach- 
ing in Troy Hills at the time, and who was de- 
scended from Paul L. Turquand, who came from 
France to New York City in 1792 and married, as 
his second wife, in 1815, Hannah Garland. He was 
in the sugar refining business and an educator, es- 
tablishing a boys’ academy in Sugar Loaf Street. 
Her father was Paul L. Turquand, and her mother 
Catherine (Denman) Turquand, both now de- 
ceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Condit were born: 
Stephen Hobart in 1909 and Paul Leonard Tur- 
quand in 1912. 


GEORGE EMERY HALLADAY—As gen- 
eral superintendent and member of the board of 
directors of the Johns-Manville plant at Manville, 
New Jersey, George E. Halladay has been an im- 
portant factor in the success of that enterprise 
durng the past thirteen years. He has been asso- 
ciated with this concern for nearly a quarter of a 
century, first as time clerk in the plant at Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin, and later as superintendent of that 
plant. He is well known in this section of the 
State, not only as an able and successful business 
man, but also as a public-spirited citizen, who has 
served in public office. He is also prominent in 
fraternal circles. 

George E. Halladay was born in Lena, Illinois, 
August 19, 1876, son of Milo Frank and Isabelle 
Elizabeth (Wingart) Halladay, and received his 
education in the local public schools. When his 
school training was completed he found employ- 
ment with the Henney Buggy Company, of Free- 
port, Illinois, as bookkeeper, and his connection 
with that concern he maintained for a period of 
eight years, part of the time as traveling sales- 
man. In 1902 he made a change, and began his 
long association with the Johns-Manville Corpora- 
tion as time clerk in the plant at Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin. In that plant he remained for eleven 
years, working his way up through successive pro- 
motions until he was made superintendent of the 
plant. In 1913 he left the Milwaukee plant to take 
the superintendency of the Manville plant, as gen- 
eral superintendent, the first to hold this position 
at Manville. His thorough knowledge of all de- 
partments of the business, his long experience in 
the Milwaukee plant, and his ability as an execu- 
tive and an administrator have enabled him to 
render exceptional service in the position which he 
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has now held for thirteen years. He has the re- 
spect and esteem of his associates, both among the 
men who work under his direction and of the mem- 
bers of the firm with whom he is associated as a 
member of the board of directors. 

Along with his successful activities in the im- 
portant position of general superintendent of the 
Johns-Manville Corporation, Mr. Halladay finds 
time for public service and for fraternal affilia- 
tions. He served as the first postmaster of Man- 
ville, holding that office for eight years, at the end 


of which time he resigned, and he has always been © 


generous in his support of any project undertaken 
for the advancement of the general welfare of 
Manville. Fraternally, he is affiliated with Da- 
mascus Lodge, No. 290, Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and with all the 
Scottish Rite bodies up to and including the Val- 
ley of Trenton Consistory; and Salaam Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 
He is a member of So-Ra-Bo Forest, No. 48, Tall 
Cedars of Lebanon; and of Lodge No. 1068, Be- 
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks. Politi- 
ically, he accepts the principles of the Republican 
party, and his religious affiliation is with the 
Methodist Episcopal church. He finds healthful 
out-of-door recreation as a member of Raritan 
Valley Golf Club and of Shackamaxon Golf Club. 

George E.. Halladay was married, March 10, 
1916, to Daisy Hayner, of Dayton, Ohio. Mr. and 
Mrs. Halladay reside at “Finderne,” situated on 
the corner of the Manville road and the turnpike. 





ERNEST ROE—The prominent farmer, real- 
tor, and developer of Branchville, Ernest Roe, is a 
descendant of an early American family whose 
first ancestor of record, John Roe, was numbered 
among the original Plymouth colonists between the 
years 1637 and 1642. Nathaniel Roe, great-grand- 
father of Ernest Roe, was born in 1795 and died 
in 1875. He married Harriet Shepherd, who was 
born in 1804 and died in 1876, and they were the 
parents of three children: 1. Nathan S., of whom 
further. 2. George. 3. Jane, who married Morris 
Wade. 

Nathan S. Roe, son of Nathaniel and Harriet 
(Shepherd) Roe, was born in 1824, and was en- 
gaged as a farmer in Frankford Township all of 
his life. He married Elizabeth Dunning, born in 
1828 and died in 1908. They were the parents of 
four children: 1. George W. 2. Arthur N., of 
whom further. 3: Ellen M. 4. H. Estella. Na- 
than S. Roe died in 1876, and was buried in 
Branchville Cemetery. 

Arthur N. Roe, son of Nathan S. and Elizabeth 


(Dunning) Roe, was born on the homestead farm 
of his father at Branchville, and also followed 
farming as a career, having cultivated the farm on 
which he was born for twenty years, and is at 
present living here in retirement. He married 
Zilpha Speicher, born in 1855, died in 1891, and 
who is buried in the Branchville Cemetery. They 
were the parents of the following children: 1. 
Irving, who is engaged as a farmer and fruit 
grower in Frankford Township. 2. Eva, who died 
in her twenty-third year. 3. Cora, wife of Stephens 
Smith, who is proprietor of “The Pines” Hotel 
near Branchville. 4. Ernest Roe, the subject of 
this review. 

Ernest Roe, son of Arthur N. and Zilpha 
(Speicher) Roe, was born on the Roe homestead 
at Branchville, August 12, 1884. His preliminary 
education was obtained in the public schools of his 
community. After school days were over he went 
to work on the farm that had been in the Roe fam- 
ily for more than one hundred years. In 1905 Mr. 
Roe entered the feed business at Branchville with 
Frank Roe and Irving W. Roe under the name of 
The Roe Company, and continued with success till 
1921, when he sold out to Stires & Roy, now 
known as The Roy Company. This was the oldest 
established feed business in northern New Jersey, 
and Mr. Roe’s father was a pioneer in the feed 
business and purchased the first carload of dairy 
feed in Chicago that was bought there and shipped 
East. He was the pioneer of the dairy feed men 
in Sussex County, New Jersey. In 1923 he pur- 
chased the homestead from his elder brother, Irv- 
ing, and in 1926 sold the farm, which comprised 
182 acres of fertile land, one of the most valuable 
tracts in Sussex County. For some time Mr. Roe 
has been engaged in the real estate business, and 
at the present time, in association with Dr. M. D. 
Hughes and O. W. Struble is engaged in the cre- 
ation of a large subdivision tract in the Panlins- 
kill Valley, the associates having purchased a large 
acreage in the valley and in Hampton, Fredon and 
Stillwater townships, and are planning thereon one 
of the largest developments hitherto accomplished 
in Sussex County. During the year 1926-27 they 
have built Paulinskill Lake, which is four miles in 
length, and situated in one of the finest spots in 
Sussex County, making an ideal summer resort. 

Mr. Roe takes an active interest in all civic 
affairs in his township, having served for the past 
thirteen years as a member of the council of the 
borough of Branchville. On January 8, 1927, he 
was elected a member of the board of the Newton 
Trust Company. His fraternal affiliation is with 
Newton Lodge of Benevolent and Protective Order 
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of Elks. An enthusiastic advocate of clean, 
healthy outdoor sports, Mr. Roe was himself for 
several years a player on the Branchville baseball 
team, of which he was also the manager for ten 
years. Mr. Roe is one of the progressive men of 
Sussex County, and has proved himself an honor- 
able business man and a citizen worthy of public 
trusts and responsibilities. 

Ernest Roe married Maude M. Wickham, 
daughter of Ross M. and Mary Alice (Stebenton) 
Wickham, of Bloomfield, New Jersey. Mr. and 
Mrs. Roe are the parents of one son, Ross W.., 
born April 8, 1913, now a student in the Newton 
High School. Ross M. Wickham, father of Mrs. 
Roe was the owner of the Ross M. Wickham In- 
surance Company, of Newark, New Jersey, and 
spent his summers at his summer home, “Kemah 
Manor,” near Branchville. 


HON. ISAIAH HORNBECK—A descend- 
ant of early farming folk in Pike’s County, and 
himself a retired farmer, Hon. Isaiah Hornbeck 
has always devoted his useful life to a broad serv- 
ice for his community both in industrial and civic 
channels; and whether as chief executive of 
Branchville, or as an everyday citizen, Mr. Horn- 
beck is representative of the progress of this com- 
munity, and a factor in its institutional and civic 
welfare and growth. 

Isaiah Hornbeck was born October 11, 1857, in 
Pike County, Pennsylvania, son of Jacob, grand- 
son of Everett, great-grandson of Jacob, great- 
great-grandson of Isaac Hornbezk, who was born 
in Holland, where he served as a judge at Rotter- 
dam. Everett, grandfather of Isaiah Hornbeck, 
was born in Holland, and coming to America 
settled in Northampton County, now Pike’s County, 
Pennsylvania, where he was a farmer, and where 
he died. His children were: Daniel; John G., and 
Jacob. The two older brothers were bachelors ; 
Jacob, father of Isaiah, lived on the homestead 
farm in Pike County, where he had a tract of 
about 400 acres of land, and where he died at the 
age of seventy-five years. He married Eliza Het- 
zel, and she died when her son Isaiah was nine 
years old. Their children: Obadiah; Everett ; My- 
ron; Jacob W., Jr.; John, died young; Isaiah, of 
whom further; William B.; Marcena; and Martha. 

Isaiah Hornbeck attended the local schools, and 
he and his brother William came into possession 
of the homestead in Pennsylvania that had been a 
part of the old Judge Dingman farm. Isaiah 
farmed there until 1890, when he came to Branch- 
ville, in Sussex County; and in 1894 he again re- 
turned to his farm, where he remained eleven 


years, afterward making his home in Branchville. 
He and his wife also owned the old Leonard 
Struble homestead at Branchville of 143 acres of 
land, a valuable tract, and after they had disposed 
of it in January, 1921, to W. L. Bass, they began 
their present retired life. 

A Democrat in his political views, Mr. Horn- 
beck is a man of public spirit, and has served his 
community in office, having been chosen to the 
mayoralty of Branchville in 1023-24. He was 
raised a Mason at Milford Lodge, No. 344, Free 
and Accepted Masons, and later was admitted to 
Kittatinny Lodge, No. 164, at Branchville, which 
lodge he served as Master in 1910, since which he 
has been its secretary. He is also a member of the 
Order of the Eastern Star; and he is a Past Noble 
Grand of Culver Lodge, No. 133, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. 5 

Isaiah Hornbeck married, October 16, 1889, 
Emma Dorothy Stoll, daughter of George and 
Mary (McDanolds) Stoll, a granddaughter of 
Abraham and Mary (Hoffman) Stoll. Their chil- 
dren: 1. Mary Dorothy, who is active in educa- 
tional work in New York City. 2. Bessie, who 
married Henry R. Erb, and they have one daugh- 
ter, Dorothy, and reside at East Orange. 





JUDGE FRANK L. CLEARY—An intellect 
of judicial calibre, a character which is a combi- 
nation of force and poise, and a record for public 
service which has given State-wide satisfaction, 
have brought to Judge Frank L. Cleary an appoint- 
ment to the Circuit Court of New Jersey. Since 
1920, Judge Cleary has ably administered the 
duties of judge of the Court of Common Pleas of 
Somerset. Though his district greatly regretted 
the loss of this alert and admirable young official, 
there is great popular approval of Governor 
Moore’s tendering him the higher judicial position, 
and complete confidence in his ability to fill it 
with distinction. 

Judge Frank L. Cleary was born in Lambert- 
ville, New Jersey, August 4, 1887, son of the late 
Michael and Mary Cleary. His academic educa- 
tion was acquired in the public and high schools 
of his native town, and he graduated from the 
latter in 1904. In 1907 he received his diploma 
from the State Normal School at Trenton. Four 
years of study in the field of the law brought him 
a degree from New York University Law School 
in 1911. His clerkship was served in the Jersey 
City office of former Senator William C. Geb- 
hardt. After Judge Cleary’s admission to the bar 
in February, 1912, he opened a law office in Tren- 
ton and was engaged there in the pursuit of his 
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professional practice until 1914, when he moved to 
Somerville. He became counsellor-at-law in Feb- 
ruary, 1915. The same year Judge Cleary filled his 
first public position, that of assistant prosecutor, 
an appointive office which he ‘held for five years 
under the late A. M. Beekman. The year 1920 
brought him the long step forward of appointment 
to the bench as Common Pleas Judge for Somer- 
set. Governor Edward I. Edwards, who made this 
appointment, was the first head of the State to 
recognize the potentialities of this very capable 
young lawyer. In 1925 Governor George Silzer 
reappointed Judge Cleary on the strength of his 
public-spirited and admirable record. Meantime, 
at the invitation of Supreme Court Justice Charles 
W. Parker, Judge Cleary gained experience in the 
higher courts by sitting with Judge Parker in sev- 
eral murder trials. He also learned something of 
Circuit Court matters, for Governor Silzer re- 
ferred cases to him when he was on the bench, as 
did Judge Clifford L. Newman and Judge Peter 
F. Daly. He was also assigned as assistant judge 
in the Court of Common Pleas in the counties of 
Union, Mercer, Middlesex, Hunterdon, Hudson 
and Bergen. It is the general consensus of opin- 
ion, therefore, that in spite of the fact that he is 
the youngest member of the bar of New Jersey to 
be named to the Circuit Court bench, he is emi- 
nently fitted for the important post, which carries 
a generous remuneration and is virtually a life ap- 
pointment, as it has always been the custom for 
successive Governors to reappoint judges of the 
Circuit and Supreme courts. 

Judge Cleary, a director of Raritan Savings 
Bank, is a member of the Somerset Council, 
Knights of Columbus, and the Raritan Valley Aerie 
of Eagles. His club is the Raritan Valley Coun- 
try Club. 

On June 6, 1917, Judge Frank L. Cleary mar- 
ried Anna McDonnell, of New Hope, Pennsyl- 
vania, daughter of Bernard and Catherine (Moore) 
McDonnell, and they reside in Somerville. Their 
children are: Anna, Frank, and Margaret. 


HON. THOMAS ALEXANDER FLOCK- 
HART—Flevated to the office of mayor of Som- 
erville in January, 1920, Hon. Thomas A. Flock- 
hart, head of a manufacturing concern whose prod- 
ucts have attained nation-wide prominence, has 
labored so efficiently and earnestly for the bor- 
ough’s progress and welfare that he has been re- 
elected at each succeeding election, his present 
term continuing until 1928. This honor was be- 
stowed upon Mr. Flockhart at a time when he had 
been a permanent resident of the city for only 


three years, he having come to Somerville in 1917. 
The people of Somerville, however, were quick to 
recognize his capabilities, and that their choice was 
sound is attested to by the fact that the town has 
experienced an era of solid progress under his lead- 
ership. While giving his best efforts to the office 
of mayor, Mr. Flockhart is associated with a large 
number of other organizations, business, fraternal, 
social and religious, to all of which he is ever 
ready and willing to devote his time and talents. 
Thomas Alexander Flockhart was born in Stark 
County, Ohio, March 16, 1874, son of David and 
Marian (Dunlop) Flockhart. His education was 
obtained in the public schools of that State. While 
a young man he entered the employ of a dry goods 
firm in Detroit, Michigan, and then engaged for a 
time in the insurance business. Manufacturing had 
long appealed to him, and in 1908 he gave his at- 
tention to this vocation in Detroit. Having later 
established ties with a manufacturing company in 
Somerville, he removed to that city in 1917, to be- 
come a permanent resident. Mr. Flockhart’s in- 
itial enterprise in Somerville was in connection 
with the Cott-A-Lap Company, and he was for 
years its secretary and one of its directors. This 
plant was devoted to the manufacture of floor cov- 
erings and through its subsidiary, the Roto En- 
graving and Printing Company, the handling and 
printing of fancy boxes for use in connection with 
the candy trade and other trades using fancy boxes. 
The Roto Engraving and Printing Company be- 
sides doing this work made engravings for the 
printing of all kinds of fabrics such as silks and 
cottons. In the summer of 1920 the Roto En- 
graving and Printing Company’s business was 
moved to Bound Brook, New Jersey, and Mr. 
Flockhart took entire charge of the business. 
Finally, in the summer of 1925 Mr. Flockhart pur- 
chased outright the entire business of the Roto 
Engraving and Printing Company, and is now giv- 
ing his direct attention to that business. Upon the 
purchase of that company Mr. Flockhart took into 
the corporation a number of the tried and faithful 
employees and is now enjoying the satisfaction 
that goes with a well organized business. Shortly 
after the purchase of the plant, Mr. Flockhart cre- 
ated a new corporation known as the Textile En- 
graving, Incorporated, which took over the en- 
graving end of the business and Mr. Flockhart 
also took into that business the tried and faithful 
employees of that department. In 1920, just three 
years after Mr. Flockhart established his residence 
in Somerville, he was elected mayor of the bor- 
ough. Carrying into this office the boundless 
energy and level-headed business sense character- 
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istic of the conduct of his private affairs, he proved 
himself so efficient that the voters of the city have 
since retained him at the head of the municipal 
government. The term in which he is now serving 
expires in 1928, 

During the years Mr. Flockhart has been mayor 
the city has laid approximately four miles of 
concrete pavement, twenty feet wide; eleven miles 
of concrete and stone curbs; three and three-quar- 
ter miles of concrete sidewalks and four and one- 
quarter miles of sewers. This is in addition to 
similar work done by the State. The State has 
laid three and one-fifth miles of concrete pave- 
ment, twenty feet wide, making a total of seven 
and one-fifth miles of concrete pavements, twenty 
feet wide, laid within the limits of the borough 
during the last seven years. The Fire Depart- 
ment has been completely overhauled and motor- 
ized. Another acquisition, which as yet does not 
show in the way of an improvement, but which 
will show its benefit in the future, is the park sys- 
tem which has been acquired forthe borough dur- 
ing this period. This parkway embraces approx- 
imately I00 acres, and runs unbroken, with the 
exception of a short piece just west of Mountain 
Avenue from the Raritan. River along Peter’s 
Brook almost to the Raritan Valley Country Club, 
a distance of about two and one-half miles, All 
this in addition to the recurring work which goes 
on from year to year. 

In fraternal organizations Mr. Flockhart is much 
interested, holding memberships in the following 
Masonic bodies: Solomon Lodge, No. 46, Free and 
Accepted Masons; Keystone Chapter, No. 25, Royal 
Arch Masons; Valley of Jersey City Consistory, 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite; Salaam Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 


Other associations are the Tall Cedars of Leb-° 


anon; Fraternal Order of Eagles; Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks; Raritan Valley Country 
Club; Old Colony Club, New York; and the Es- 
sex County Golf and Country Club of Ontario, 
Canada. Mr. and Mrs. Flockhart are active in 
church work also. 

Hon. Thomas A. Flockhart married, in 1906, 
Lolita L. Woolrich, of Detroit, Michigan, daughter 
of Thomas and Amelia M. (Spencer) Woolrich. 
Mr. and Mrs. Flockhart reside at No. 225 East 
Main Street, Somerville. 





JACOB L. BUNN ELL—Engaged in the news- 
paper publishing business for almost half a cen- 
tury, Mr. Bunnell is one of the most widely known 
and most highly esteemed journalists in North- 
western New Jersey. A part owner since 1888 of 


the “New Jersey Herald,” of Newton, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, listed by a very competent 
authority in a class of four of the best county seat 
newspapers in the State, he became president of the 
company owning this publication at the time of its 
incorporation in 1924, a position in which he has 
continued since then with much ability and success. 
Since 1892 he has also been editor of this publica- 
tion, which, under his capable management, has 
continuously increased in prosperity and prestige. 
In spite of his close devotion to his journalistic 
work Mr. Bunnell has found it possible to give 
much time and attention to many other interests. 
Mr. Bunnell is also interested in agriculture, and he 
is the owner of one of the finest farms in his sec- 
tion of his native State. He has also always taken 
a deep and active interest in the affairs of the New 
Jersey Editorial Association, the Sussex County 
Historical Association, and in the public, fraternal, 
social and religious life of his community. Nat- 
urally he is considered one of the most substantial 
and useful citizens of Newton, where he enjoys to 
an unusual degree the respect and confidence of 
his fellow-citizens. 

Jacob L. Bunnell was born in Hainesburg, War- 
ren County, New Jersey, July 15, 1855, a son of 
Henry and Mary (Lanterman) Bunnell, the former 
for many years proprietor of the Blairstown Car- 
riage Manufactory and later engaged in farming. 
He was educated in the public schools, following 
an academic course at Blair Presbyterian Acad- 
emy, Blairstown, New Jersey. In 1877, when only 
twenty-two years old, he entered the newspaper 
publishing business, establishing in that year the 
“Blairstown Press.” Eight years later, in 1885, he 
bought the “Sussex Independent,” and, in 1888, 
he purchased, together with Thomas G. Bunnell, 
the “New Jersey Herald,” Newton. Of the last 
named publication he has been editor since 1892 
and also, since 1924, president of the corporation 
which was formed in that year to carry on the 
business. For a number of years he has owned 
Worthwhile Farm, located on the principal road 
from Newton to Delaware Water Gap, and being 
one of the many fertile and attractive farms situ- 
ated upon this much traversed highway. He is a 
charter member of the Sussex County Historical 
Association, and since 1922 has been president of 
this organization. Sussex County is the only 
county of the twenty-one counties of the State of 
New Jersey which owns its own home. This build- 
ing, a beautiful edifice located at the corner of 
Church and Main streets, Newton, owes its exist- 
ence to a large extent to Mr. Bunnell. Several 
years ago he received from a personal friend of 
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many years’ standing, the late Joshua Hill, of Pon- 
tiac, Michigan, an express package containing se- 
curities to the value of $15,000, with the request 
that these be devoted to some communal purpose in 
memory of the donor’s father, mother, and uncle, 
Price Hill. This generous gift, through Mr. Bun- 
nell’s influence, was devoted to the new home of 
the Sussex County Historical Society. At the an- 
nual meeting of the Sussex County Historical So- 
ciety, January 23, 1925, the following resolution 
offered by Rev. I. H. Condit, was adopted: 


Whereas, It is proper that recognition should 
be made of the channel through which this gift 
(Historical Building) has come; therefore, 

Resolved, That a rising vote of thanks be given 
to our worthy first vice-president, Mr. Jacob L. 
Bunnell, for his thoughtful interest and fruitful en- 
deavors whereby this rich and seasonable legacy 
has been secured our society. 


Mr. Bunnell is a member of the New Jersey 
Historical Association, of which he was a former 
president. For a term of nine years Mr. Bunnell 
was a member of the board of directors of the 
New Jersey Firemen’s Association, receiving his 


appointment from Governor James F. Fielder. For 


four years he was president of the board. In pol- 
‘itics he is a supporter of the Democratic party and 
its principles, and for many years he has been 
prominently active in his community and county in 
the affairs of his party. For fifteen years he was 
clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders. He 
was also treasurer of the New Jersey State Dem- 
ocratic Association, and, in 1900, was a delegate to 
the National Democratic Convention at Kansas 
City. In 1909 he was a candidate for nomination 
for State Senator. While failing of the nomina- 
tion, himself and friends took satisfaction in the 
thought that the petitions circulated throughout the 
county favorable to his nomination filed in the 
office of county clerk as required by law were 
signed by double the number any Democrat had 
previously received for nomination to this the 
highest office within the gift of the electorate of 
Sussex County. 

Mr. Bunnell is a member of Harmony Lodge, 
No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons; Baldwin Chap- 
ter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons, of Newton; De 
Molay Commandery, No. 6, Knights Templar, of 
Washington, New Jersey; Salaam Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of 
Newark, New Jersey; the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, of which he is a Past Noble Grand; 
Knights of Pythias, of which he is a Past Chan- 
cellor Commander; Benevolent and Protective Or- 
der of Elks; Tall Cedars of Lebanon; Junior Order 


United American Mechanics; Pomona Grange, Pa- 
trons of Husbandry, of which he was lecturer, and_ 
is at present (1927) chairman of Pomona Legis- 
lative Committee. He is also a member of the 
Newton Club, and for a term of years he was 
chairman of the industrial committee of the Newton 
Board of Trade. His religious affiliations are with 
the Presbyterian church and more particularly 
with the First Presbyterian Church of Newton, of 
which he was treasurer for fifteen years and of 
which he was, in 1926, a member of the board of 
trustees, continuing so to the present time. 

Jacob L. Bunnell married (first) S. Jennie 
Smith, a daughter of Sheriff James Smith, of 
Newton. He married-(second) Lucille Buckley, a 
daughter of Elder Simon W. Buckley, of Wantage 
Township, Sussex County, New Jersey. On March 
16, 1900, in the presence of a number of State 
editors and political and personal friends, at the 
Hotel Astor, New York City, he married (third) 
S. Estelle Clark, a daughter of Matthias Mettler 
and Mary (Phelps) Clark, a near relative of the 
late Judge Hiram C. Clark. Mr. and Mrs. Bun- 
nell have no children and occupy their home at No. 
11 Halsted Street, Newton. 





PORTER LAYTON—Porter Layton, a prom- 
inent farmer of Layton, New Jersey, and a direct 
descendant of the pioneers for whom this town- 
ship was named, one of the oldest and best known 
families in northwestern New Jersey, was born on 
March 15, 1870, in Sandyston Township. Mr. 
Layton is a son of John (2) and Amanda (Lord) 
Layton, and a grandson of William Layton. 

The first established ancestor of this family was 
Thomas Layton, who was born during the year 
1738, and who married Lydia, who was born in 
1743. ‘They were the parents of ten children: 1. 
William, who was born in 1765. 2. Mary, who was 
born in 1767. 3. Abigail, who was born in 1760. 
4. John, of whom further. 5. Thomas, who was 
born in 1773. 6. Rebecca, who was born in 1775. 
7. Darius, who was born in 1778. 8. Leurs, who 
was born in 1781. 9. Mary (2), who was born in 
1783. 10. Andrew, who was born in 1786. Of 
these, it was John Layton, the second son and 
fourth child of Thomas and Lydia Layton, who 
carried on the line. John Layton was born in 1771 
and, having married Abigail Brink during the year 
1797, became the father of eleven children: 1. 
William, of whom further. 2. Derick, who was 
born in 1799, and who died in 1833. 3. Lydia, who 
was born in 1802, and who died in 1841. 4. Isaac, 
who was born in 1804. 5. Polly, who was born 
in 1806 and who died in 1827. 6. John, who was 
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born in 1809 and who died in 1812. 7. Katie, who 
was born in 1812. 8. Hester, who was born in 1814 
and who died in 1877. 9. A child who died in in- 
fancy. 10. Lorenzo, who was born in 1824. 11. 
John B., who was born in 1816. Abigail (Brink) 
Layton, the mother of the foregoing died during 
the year 1827, and Mr. Layton married (second), 
in 1828, Sally M. Shay, who was born during the 
year 1791, and who died during the year 1838 with- 
out issue. Mr. Layton married (third), during the 
year 1839, Sally M. Snover, who was born in 1820, 
and who died in 1900. By this third union there 
were three children: 1. Abigail, who was born 
in 1840. 2. Andrew J., who was born in 1841, and 
who died in 1917. 3. Snover M., who was born in 
1843. Mr. Layton died in 186s. 

William Layton, the first child and first son of 
John and Abigail (Brink) Layton, was born in 
1797, and died in 1847. He had married, August 
3, 1822, Phebe Rosenkrans, who was born in 1799. 
By this union there were fourteen children: 1. 
James, who was born in 1823, and who died in that 
same year. 2. Darius, who was born in 1824. 3. 
John (2), of whom further. 4. Lydia, who was 
born in 1826. 5. Sylvester, who was born in 1828, 
6. Francis, who was born during 1829. 7. Eunice, 
who was born in 1830. 8. Sarah, who was born in 
1831. 9. Christian, who was born in 1832. Io. 
Abigail, who was born in 1833. 11. Stewart, who 
was born in 1835. Izand 13. William and Phebe, 
twins, who were born in the year 1836. William 
died in 1847 and Phebe died in 1872. 14. Thomas, 
who was born in 1838, and who died in 1900. 

Of these John Layton (2) was the one who car- 
ried on the line. He was born in 1825, and died 
February 19, 1909. He was a very prominent far- 
mer and a large produce dealer in Sandyston 
Township; a man beloved by those who knew him 
well, and respected by all with whom he came in 
contact. He was later associated with his uncle, 
John B. Layton, who was the first settler at Lay- 
ton, and the man who was the prime instigator in 
having a branch office of the United States Post- 
office established at Layton. John Layton (2), and 
John B. Layton, the uncle, carried on a successful 
partnership in the mercantile business at Layton. 
John Layton (2) married, (first), in 1847, Maria 
Kyle, who was born in 1826, and who died in 1855. 
By this union there were four children: 1. Wil- 
liam, who was born during the year 1849. 2. 
Edgar, who was born in 1850. 3. John (3), who 
was born in the year 1852. 4. Maria, who was 
born in 1855. Upon the death of Maria (Kyle) 
Layton Mr. Layton married, (second), in 1858, 
Amanda Lord, who was born in 1833, and who 


died March 15, 1911. By this union there were 
twelve children: 1. Phebe Alice, who was born in 
1850, and.who died during the year 1906. 2. 
Martha Della, who was born in 1860, and who 
married D. M. Johnson. 3. Lewis, who was born 
in 1861, and who died during the year 1923. 4. 
Stewart, who was born during the year 1863, and 
who died in 1864. 5. Christina, who was born in 
1864, and who died during the year 1905. 6. 
George, who was born in 1866. 7. Frank Elmer, 
who was born in 1868. 8. Porter, of whom fur- 
ther. 9. Joseph, who was born in 1871. 10. Mark, 
who was born in 1873. 11. Anna Edna, who was 
born in 1876, and who died during the year 1880. 
12. Emmett S., who was born in the year 1879. 
Porter Layton, the fifth son and eighth child of 
John (2) and Amanda (Lord) Layton, was born 
in 1870 and received his education im the district 
schools of the community in which he was born, 
Sandyston Township, after which he at once went 
into the actual operative work of farming. In 
the spring of the year 1900, Mr. Layton removed 
to Layton, where he has since remained, farming 
and dairying on a large scale. Indeed, his home 
farm in this vicinity is known as one of the best- 
kept estates in this part of the county; and its 
owner is one of the most prominent, stable citizens 
of Sandyston. Despite the many varied and exact- 
ing duties required of one who would operate a 
farm of such dimensions, Mr. Layton has still 
found time in which to take an active interest in 
the civic and community affairs of his township. 
He has served for several years as a member of 
the Board of Education, and as a member of the 
Election Board as well. He has been almost 
equally active in his club and social life, and he 
has formed many lasting friendships throughout 
this part of the State. He is one of the active 
members of the Delaware Valley Grange, No. 143, 
of which his second son, Claude V. Layton, is, 
during this year (1926), serving as the Master. 
Porter Layton married, June 8, 1895, Ella S. 
Van Horn, who was born in 1874, a daughter of 
Peter and Sarah Jane (Berthoff) Van Horn. By 
this union there were six children: 1. Clarence 
Layton, who was born in 1896, who is a veteran of 
the World War, having served overseas for a 
period of twelve months, and who married Theresa 
Andres, and with her resides in Trenton, New 
Jersey. 2. Claude V. Layton, who was born in 
18098, who married Hazel Montross, and who is 
now the owner and operator of a garage at Lay- 
ton, New Jersey. 3. Gladys Layton, who was born 
in 1900, and who died in 1902. 4. Glenna Layton, 
who was born in 1902, and who died in 1904. 5. 
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Roylance L. Layton, who was born in 1906. 6. 
Dorothy Edna Layton, who was born in 1909. 
Mr. and Mrs. Porter Layton, the parents of the 
foregoing children, maintain their residence in 
Layton, in which community they attend the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. 


REV. JAMES LE FEVRE—A vigorous 
preacher of the Gospel, a wise counsellor in whose 
judgment the people of his congregation confided, 
Dr. Le Fevre has left an indelible memory in the 
community in which he lived. Honored by his 
associates, he endeared himself in the hearts of 
his brethren of the ministry by his delightful traits 
of character. 

Dr. James Le Fevre was descended from, Simon 
Le Fevre, one of the twelve patentees—the “Du- 
zine” as they were called, who came from France, 
after a short stay in Holland, in 1660. He located 
first in Wiltwyck, now Kingston, New York, but 
later, in 1667, settled in New Paltz, Ulster County, 
New York. He married Elizabeth Deyo, and they 
had a son, Jean (or Jan) who married Catharine 
Blanshaw. ‘Their son, Andries J., married Rachel 
Dubois, their son, Johannes, married Elizabeth 
Dubois, and their son, Nathaniel, married Mag- 
dalen Hornbeck. 

James Le Fevre, son of Nathaniel and Mag- 
dalen (Hornbeck) Le Fevre, was born at New 
Paltz, New York, in 1828. He received his degree 
from Rutgers College in 1854, and three years later 
was graduated from the New Brunswick Theolog- 
ical Seminary. Years later Rutgers College hon- 
ored him by making him a member of the board of 
trustees and conferring the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity upon him. His first charge was at the 
Third Reformed Church at Raritan, New Jersey, 
being installed there the year of his graduation 
and remaining seventeen years, at the end of which 
time he made the only change of his career, by 
becoming the pastor of the Middlebush Reformed 
Church, where he served for more than a quarter 
of a century. In addition to his ministerial duties 
Dr. Le Fevre was secretary and treasurer of the 
Alumni Association of the New Brunswick Theo- 
logical Seminary for twenty-six years. Sunday 
school work and its development claimed much of 
Dr. Le Fevre’s attention, in which movement he 
was secretary of the Somerset County Sunday 
School Association. The most noted of his pub- 
lications was his “Huguenot Patentees of New 
Paltz.’ He was a member of the Huguenot So- 
ciety of America. Dr. Le Fevre was possessed of 
an unusually large physical frame and was moved 
by a sympathetic understanding of human ills, and 
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had a large, loving heart which exhibited itself in 
unending generosity and hospitality to every one. 
Dr. Le Fevre, married, June 12, 1857, Cornelia 
Hasbrouck, daughter of James and Henrietta 
(Bevier) Hasbrouck. She is a lineal descendant 
of Abraham Hasbrouck, one of the twelve Hugue- 
not patentees of New Paltz, New York. He was 
a native of Calais, France, and at the time of the 
persecution of the Huguenots emigrated to Pal- 
atinate and later to England, where he served in 
the English Army under Governor Edmund 
Andros, having a commission as lieutenant. He 
came to America in 1675, landing at Boston, thence 
proceeding to New York. Owing to influence with 
Governor Andros he obtained for the Huguenots 
the patent of New Paltz, New York. During the 
Revolutionary War Abraham Hasbrouck was 
colonel of a New York regiment. Mrs. Cornelia 
(Hasbrouck) Le Fevre is also a.descendant, on 
her mother’s side, of Louis Bevier, one of the 
twelve Huguenot patentees of New Paltz, New 
York. He was born in France in 1647, and came 
to America with his wife in 1673, because of the 
persecution of the Huguenots. He married Marie 
Le Blanc. He died in 1720. Dr. Le Fevre died 
May 6, 1914, leaving a stunned community from 
which he had received many tokens in commem- 
oration of the place he had gained. His work was 
marked by an unfeigned piety which stamped him 
preéminently as a man of God, and his chiefest 
delight was in doing his Master’s will. He had 
great love for his fellowman. His widow sur- 
vived him for two years and passed away Febru- 
ary 12, 1916. There were five children of this 
union: 1. Dr. Egbert Le Fevre, M. D., D. Sc. 
LL. D., who had achieved rare distinction as dean 
of New York University and of Bellevue Medical 
College, and who died March 30, 1914. He mar- 
ried, in 1889, Helen Hasbrouck Trotter. 2. Cor- 
nelia Bevier Le Fevre, of Somerville. 3. Mrs. 
George H. Brown, of whom extended mention 
further. 4. Esther De Witt Le Fevre, of Somer- 
ville. 5. Hasbrouck Le Fevre, vice-president and 
general manager of the Electric Steel and Metals 
Company of Welland, Ontario, who died October 
23, 1914. He married, in 1896, Florence Howard, 
who survives. Children: George Howard and 
James Hasbrouck, who married Barbara Endicott. 
Laura Hasbrouck Le Fevre, the daughter of this 
illustrious Huguenot father, who was the seventh 
generation of his family in this country, was born 
in Raritan. She married George H. Brown in 
1898. He was born in Somerville, where he re- 
ceived his education, and was for many years a 
superintendent in the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
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Company, with headquarters in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
He died in 1908. He is survived by his wife and 
daughter, Mary Loomis Brown. Mrs. Brown is 
deeply interested in civic affairs, and is chairman 
of the Red Cross Nursing Service and has been 
for nine years on the board of managers of the 
New Jersey State Reformatory for Women. 





G. WALLACE CONOVER—The Somerset 
“Messenger,” influential newspaper of Somerville, 
New Jersey, of which G. Wallace Conover is one 
of the proprietors, is one of the oldest publications 
in the State, having been established in 1820 by 
James W. Gore, who produced a most creditable 
sheet of four pages and about one-half the size of 
the modern newspaper. The paper was first issued 
from a small building opposite the corner of Grove 
and Main streets. After functioning for a few 
years Mr. Gore accepted as an associate publisher 
Mr. Thomas Allison, who subsequently became 
Secretary of State of the Commonwealth of New 
Jersey. It was the duty of Mr. Allison to super- 
vise the management of the paper, which he did 
for a period of several years, after which the pub- 
lication was sold to W. H. Van Doren, the sale 
taking place in 1858, who in turn sold his property 
in the following year to Alex E. Donaldson, and 
in 1860 O. C. Cone became its publisher. Judge 
Charles M. Jameson was the next owner; in the 
meanwhile, between 1850 and 1860, the sheet had 
been enlarged. In 1871 C. E. Godley became the 
proprietor, but was succeeded in 1872 by Charles 
Honeyman, and in 1874 by J. H. Schenck. In 
1881 John H. Mattison took over the plant, and 
continued its ownership for the following twenty 
years, at the expiration of which time Russell H. 
Osgoodby purchased the publication from Mr. Matt- 
ison, and continued its operation for several years. 
The latter owner undertook to operate the paper 
as a daily in 1910 and 1911, but the venture proved 
a failure, and in the latter year the enterprise was 
sold to James B. Varley, who continued as its 
publisher until June, 1922, when the present pro- 
prietors, Ralph S. Young, James D. Gorman and 
G. Wallace Conover, acquired the plant and good 
will from Mr. Varley. ‘The Messenger,” which is 
a weekly publication, now consists of from eight 
to fourteen pages, is an independent so far as 
political partisanship is concerned, and has a cir- 
culation at the present time of 3,400. The pub- 
lishers also engage in a general job and commer- 
cial printing business, and are most successful 
therein. The plant of “The Messenger” is located 
at No. 49 West Main Street, Somerville. 

‘Ralph S. Young, one of the proprietors, is a 


native of Raritan, where he was born November 
9, 1891, son of John B. and Henrietta Young. He 
was a student in the public schools of that com- 
munity, and as a youth proceeded to learn the 
printing business, being subsequently employed by 
various newspaper offices until 1922, when he be- 
came one of the proprietors of “The Messenger.” 
Mr. Young is now, and has been for several years, 
clerk of Bridgewater Township and assistant chief 
of the Raritan Fire Department. He was actively 
identified with the organization of the local Boy 
Scout activities, and holds the position of scout 
master. Mr. Young is a member of the Junior 
Order of United American Mechanics, and belongs 
to the Third Reformed Church of Raritan. He 
married, in 1910, Bessie Ramsey, a resident of 
Somerville, and has five children: Howard, Flor- 
ence, Irma, Henrietta and Genevieve. The family 
residence is at Raritan. 

James D. Gorman, another of the proprietors of 
“The Messenger,” was born at Somerville, New 
Jersey, March 31, 1896, son of Joseph and Julia 
(Connelly) Gorman, and was educated in the local 
public schools. He learned the printing business 
and was afterward employed in a number of news- 
paper offices, thus continuing until 1917, when he 
enlisted for army service and went overseas in 
1918 as a member of Company “K,” 114th Infan- 
try, serving in France for one year. He was mus- 
tered out of the service in June, 1919. Mr. Gor- 
man is a member of the Knights of Columbus 
Lodge, the Fraternal Order of Eagles and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. He belongs to the 
Roman Catholic Church. On June 17, 1920, Mr. 
Gorman was married to Helen Hill, of High 
Bridge, New Jersey, and has one daughter, Vir- 
ginia. The family reside at No. 74 Somerset 
Street, Somerville, where Mr. Gorman is a mem- 
ber of the Fire Department. 

G. Wallace Conover, co-proprietor of “The Mes- 
senger” with Messrs. Young and Gorman, was 
born March 2, 1902, at Somerville, the son of John 
Cole and Eva (Coen) Conover. He attended the 
local public schools and high school. Before grad- 
uation he enlisted in the United States Navy serv- 
ing on the U. S. S. “Georgia,” which did transport 
duty and patrolled the West Coast. He was mus- 
tered out of the navy in 1920, and immediately re- 
turned to the newspaper profession. Mr. Conover 
was literally born to the fourth estate. As a child 
of twelve years he was the proud owner of a small 
printing press, upon which he issued a small paper. 
As a proprietor of “The Messenger” he is now wit- 
nessing his boyhood dreams materialize into con- 
crete being. Mr. Conover is an officer of the West 
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End Hose Company, the Somerset County Fish 
and Game Protective Association, the Izaak Wal- 
ton League and the Second Reformed Church. 
He was married, May 4, 1921, to Mildred Van 


Fleet, who was born and reared in Somerville, and © 


to this union have been born two children: Wallace, 
2d, and Shirley Mae. 





LOUIS A. DALRYMPLE—The Dalrymple 
family, of which Louis A. Dalrymple, vice-presi- 
dent of the Newton Trust Company at Newton, is 
a worthy representative, proceeds from Andrew 
Dalrymple, who came from Morris County at the 
end of the eighteenth century and about 1801 
bought 250 acres of land adjoining the village of 
Branchville, Sussex County, New Jersey. He and 
his wife spent the balance of their lives upon this 
place, contributed to neighborhood life and prog- 
ress, and when they died were buried in the “Plains 
Cemetery.” Their children were: Brice; James; 
John; Israel; Joseph; Jane, wife of Benjamin 
Drake, and Elizabeth, wife of John Phillips. The 
line of descent to Louis A. Dalrymple proceeds 
through the following: 

Brice Dalrymple was born April 17, 1777; mar- 
ried, January 6, 1804, Susan, daughter of Daniel 
and Mary (Couse) Struble, and granddaughter of 
Peter Struble, the first settler of the Struble fam- 
ily in Sussex County, who pitched his camp on 
Smith’s Hill in 1752. Susan Struble was born on 
a place later occupied for an almshouse in the 
township of Frankford, July 6, 1788, and died 
March 15, 1870; her husband died April 10, 1849. 
Their children were: Mary Ann, deceased, wife of 
Henry J. Bedell, born April 10, 1807; Andrew, 
born July 22, 1808, resided in Knox County, Ohio, 
and there died about 1874; Daniel, born March 28, 
1810, lived in Branchville and never married; 
James, died young; John, of whom further; Rich- 
ard, born January 24, 1815, died August 9, 1874; 
Eleanor, born September 30, 1816, wife of David 
Simmons; Margaret, died at the age of twenty- 
eight; Squire, born September 30, 1821; Eliza- 
beth, born January 28, 1823, wife of Peter Roy, of 
Wantage; James, born April 19, 1825, a coal mer- 
chant at Branchville. 

John Dalrymple, a native of Branchville, born 
April 9, 1812, received a common school education 
and then went forth to make his way in the world 
as a farmer and business man. On November 24, 
1847, he married Matilda, daughter of Henry and 
Catharine (Stivers) McDanolds, she having been 
born February 14, 1820, and having been a mem- 
ber of an old-established and accomplished family 
of this section. In 1848 the three sons, John, Rich- 


ard and James Dalrymple, bought the Dalrymple 
homestead from the other heirs, dividing it into 
three eighty-six acre tracts; John Dalrymple set- 
tled upon his part with his wife in 1848, and re- 
sided there many years. He built his barns in 1850, 
and here they lived happily and contentedly for 
thirty-three years. He was a Democrat, but never 
aspired to. office higher than commissioner of ap- 
peals or township committeeman, which places he 
filled «with real ability. His children were: 
Daniel, a farmer in Frankford; William H., of 
whom further; Brice; Halsey; John S.; James 
M., and Jennie H. Dalrymple. 

William H. Dalrymple served many years as a 
merchant at Branchville, and is now employed by 
the Stires & Roy Company; he married Anna 
Williamson, member of a substantial family. 

Their son, Louis A. Dalrymple, was born June 
13, 1883, at Branchville, where he graduated in 
1900 from the public schools. His business career 
was opened with a two-year clerkship with the 
general mercantile firm of D. L. B. Smith Com- 
pany, and then he first became interested in bank- 
ing. For nine years, from August I, 1901, to De- 
cember 3, 1910, he was a member of the clerical 
force of the Merchants’ National Bank of New- 
ton. On January 1, 1911, he was made secretary 
and treasurer of the Newton Trust Company, and 
his talents were soon recognized in his promotion 
to the executive board and vice-presidency of this 
strong financial institution. 

During the World War Mr. Dalrymple served 
as chairman of the Fourth Liberty Loan and the 
Victory drives for the Newton district. Fra- 
ternally, he is affiliated with the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks; he was one of the or- 
ganizers and during 1926-7 was president of the 
Rotary Club, in which he is the representative of 
his line in Newton; and he is a member of the 
Newton and Sussex County Country clubs. He is 
director of the Merriam Building and Loan Asso- 
ciation and is active in the formation of Boy Scout 
organization in Sussex County. In religious circles 
he is a communicant of Christ Protestant Epis- 
copal Church. 

Louis A. Dalrymple married, September 1, 19009, 
in New York City, Phoebe Olive Struble, daughter 
of Albert and Martha (Price) Struble, and six 


children have blessed their union: 1. Jean. 2. 
Barbara. 3. Douglas Struble. 4. Nancy. 5. 
Keren. 6. Malcolm Price Dalrymple. 





WILLIAM WALTER ROE—Civic leader, 
church official, banker, and business builder, these 
significant titles illustrate the four-square achieve- 
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ments of William Walter Roe, of Newton, New 
Jersey. He has always been willing to carry more 
than his share of responsibility for the general 
progress. His strength of mind and character, his 
high ideals, and his magnetic personality are the 
fruits of a notable ancestry of makers of America. 

(1) David Roe, the first of the family on record 
in this country, lived in Flushing, Long Island, in 
1675, and died in 1707, He married Mary, whose 
surname is unknown. (References “Documentary 
History of New York,” Vol II, pp. 263 and 300, 
and also Vol. I, p. 436; New York County Surro- 
gate’s office, Vol. VII of Wills, p. 401; also orig- 
inal will on file in said office). 

(II) Nathaniel Roe, .son of David and Mary 
Roe, died in the year 1738. His first wife was Eliz- 
abeth; his second Mercey, or Marsey, surnames 
unknown. (References: “Documentary History of 
the State of New York,” Vol. I, p. 435; also New 
York County Surrogate’s office, Vol. XIII of Wills, 
p. 172; also original will on file in the latter office ; 
“Colonial War Service Reference Annual Report 
of the New York State Historian,” Vol I, Pp. 490 
and 1715, which enumerates the personnel of the 
company of Jonathan Wright, mentioning the pres- 
ence therein of Nathaniel Roe and his brother, 
David Roe, of Flushing, Long Island). 

(III) Nathaniel (2) Roe, second to bear the 
name, of Flushing, Long Island, was the son of 
Nathaniel (1) Roe, and died in 1785. He served 
as a private in the company of Captain John Wood 
and as officer in the Orange County Militia of New 
York, his name appearing on a roll of that com- 
pany under date of December 31, 1790, a document 
still in existence and in the files of the War De- 
partment in Washington, District of Columbia, in 
care of the adjutant-general of the armies. Na- 
thaniel Roe married Mary, surname unknown. 

(IV) Jonas Roe, son of Nathaniel (2) and 
Mary Roe, lived in the town of Florida, township 
of Warwick, Orange County, New York, where he 
died in 1798. He received bounty rights in recog- 
nition of patriotic services rendered in the War of 
the Revolution, as did also his father and his son, 
Jonas Roe, Jr. (References: Roberts’ “New York 
in the Revolution,” p. 256, Land Bounty Rights, 
Orange County, 4th Regiment). His wife’s name 
was Phoebe, as indicated by a deed recorded in 
Orange County, New York, which was made to 
Nathaniel Roe by Jonas and Phoebe Roe. 

(V) Benjamin Roe, son of Jonas and Phoebe 
Roe, was born in or near the town of F lorida, Or- 
ange County, New York, and moved to Sussex 
County, New Jersey, about 1700, thus becoming 
the pioneer ancestor of this family in that State. 


He died between the years 1822 and 1832. He had 
been a soldier in the Revolutionary War, having 
enlisted in the Patriot Army for military service 
on two different occasions, and was engaged ac- 
tively both in Florida and Warwick counties. There 
is no indication that he received bounty rights, 
probably because of his removal to New Jersey 
before these rights were distributed. Benjamin 
Roe married Catharine Demarest, of Orange 
County, New York. 

(VI) William Roe, son of Benjamin and Cath- 
arine (Demarest) Roe, married, March 7, 1802, 
Susannah Struble. 

(VII) James Roe, who became the father of the 
subject of this record, William Walter Roe, of 
Newton, New Jersey, was born in Sussex County 
December 12, 1821, son of William and Susannah 
(Struble) Roe. He married Mary Smith, daugh- 
ter of James and Nancy (Case) Smith, of Hamp- 
ton Township, Sussex County, New Jersey. His 
death occurred July 12, 1897, and that of his wife, 
September 27, 1806. Both are buried in the fam- 
ily plot in the cemetery at Newton, New Jersey. 

(VIII) William Walter Roe, thus representing 
the eighth generation of his family in America, 
son of James and Mary (Smith) Roe, was born in 
Sussex County, New Jersey, January 7, 1857. 
After obtaining the rudiments of his education in 
the local public schools he became a student at 
Starkey Seminary, in Yates County, New York. 
When he finished school he became a teacher and 
followed his profession for six years in Sussex 
County. His next move was to Newton, where he 
entered on what was to prove a highly successful 
merchandising career as clerk in a mercantile es- 
tablishment. Soon convinced of his ability in this 
direction and trained by his clerkship, Mr. Roe 
started a store of his own in 1890 which prospered 
under his expert guidance until it became one of 
the best and most widely known in the community. 
After nearly three decades of public usefulness 
under Mr. Roe, the store was sold in 1918. Mean- 
time, in 1900, he had further extended his opera- 
tions by becoming a capital partner in the White 
Star Steam Laundry of Lynchburg, Virginia, which 
he helped develop into one of the largest enter- 
prises of its kind south of the Mason and Dixon 
Line. His interest in the laundry was sold in 1921. 
It was about the year 1000, also, that Mr. Roe was 
elected a member of the board of directors of the 
old Sussex National Bank, the first to be organized 
in the county of Sussex. Later chosen vice-presi- 
dent, he continued in the dual capacity of vice- 
president and director until the consolidation of the 
Sussex National and the Merchants’ National banks 
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on January I, 1925, when he was made chairman 
of the consolidation committee and proved largely 
instrumental in bringing about the merger. He is 
now a member of the consolidated board of di- 
rectors. ¥ 

Mr. Roe has always been ready with brain and 
hand to promote the spiritual, the civic, and the 
material welfare of his town and community, as 
evidenced by his wide and varied activities. He is 
a charter member of the Newton Board of Trade, 
of the Newton Club, of the Sussex County Coun- 
try Club, and is affiliated with Harmony Lodge, 
No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons. He was a mem- 
ber of the Board of Education of Newton, New 
Jersey, trustee of the First Presbyterian Church 
there for twenty years, and is now one of its elders. 
He is a trustee of the Newton Library Association 
and has been president of the Sinking Fund Com- 
mission of the town of Newton since its organiza- 
tion in 1917. As president of the Newton Ceme- 
tery Company he has led in the accumulation of a 
large sum of money for its perpetual care and 
maintenance. So established was his reputation for 
good judgment and public-spirited willingness to 
serve his community that he was chosen a trustee 
of the building committee when the Hill Memorial 
Historical Society Building was in contemplation 
and played a significant part in its construction. 
He also was on the committee of five of the Board 
of Trade which made a survey and prepared the 
plans for the sewer plant of Newton. Blair Acad- 
emy, of Blairstown, New Jersey, also profits by his 
wisdom and experience, for Mr. Roe is a member of 
its board of trustees. 

William Walter Roe was married to Ella Louise 
Conner, who was born in Brooklyn, New York. 
Children: William Walter, Jr., of whom further ; 
and Eloise Conner, a student at Kent Place School, 
a college preparatory institution located in Sum- 
mit, New Jersey. 

William Walter Roe, Jr., was born at Newton, 
New Jersey, January 12, 1905. After completing 
the primary school course at Newton he entered 
Blair Academy in 1918 and graduated in 1922, re- 
cipient of many school honors as indicated by the 
following excerpt from the Year Book “Acta Blair 
Academy, 1922”: 


William Walter Roe, Jr., Newton, N. J. A. D. 
A. “Demosthenes,” entered 1918. A. D. A. Con- 
test Team, 2, 3, 4; secretary, 3; vice-president, 3; 
Open Meeting Team, 1; chairman Literary Com- 
mittee, 3; Debating Team, 2, 3, 4; Captain, 2, 3, 
4; Dramatic Society, 3, 4; vice-president, 4; For- 
ensic Society, president, 2, 4; vice-president, 2; 
Hand Book, 2; Cross Country Squad, 2; Forum, 
vice-president; Chess Club, president, 2; Breeze 
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Board, 3, 4; business manager, 3; Acta Board, 4; 
Wayne Dumont Debating Prize, 3, 4; Ark Club, 
4; Ivy Club, 2, 3; vice-president. 

He began his college course at Amherst College 
in 1922 and continued for a year. He then ma- 
triculated at Columbia College and graduated 
from that institution as a member of the class of 
1926, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts. The 
record of Mr. Roe at Columbia as taken from the 
Year Book, “The 1926 Columbian,” is as follows: 


William Walter Roe, Jr., Newton, N. J. Theta 
Delta Chi, Amherst College (1). Politics Club, 
2, 3, 4; Writers’ Club, 3; Social Problems Club, 
3, 4;. Pre-Theological Club, 2, 3, 4; president, C. 
U. C. A., 4; president, Brotherhood of St. An- 
drew, 4. 


During the summer of 1926 he made a tour of 
seven European countries—England, France, Ger- 
many, Italy, Holland, Belgium and Switzerland— 
in order to further his studies and research. In 
September, 1926, he qualified for entrance to the 
General Theological Seminary, of New York City, 
and is now a student there. 





JOHN P. CULLEN—A lifelong student and 
able expositor of the real estate and titles branch 
of legal practice, John P. Cullen is recognized as 
an active practitioner in this section of the State, 
and with his offices at Bound Brook, he is rightly 
accounted an expert in those departments of law 
in which he specializes. 

John P. Cullen, attorney-at-law, a son of Wil- 
liam and Johanna (Pender) Cullen, was born 
June 30, 1888, at South Somerville, where he at- 
tended the public schools. Preparing for his pro- 
fession in the office of J. L. Griggs, at Somerville, 
and in the Law School of New York University, 
he was admitted to the bar as attorney in Decem- 
ber, 1916, and as counsellor in February, 10920. 
He succeeded H. C. Suydam, of Bound Brook in 
general practice. He is attorney for the Bound 
Brook, the Middlebrook, the Middlesex Borough 
and the Hillsborough Building and Loan associ- 
ations. Specializing in real estate and title law, he 
is one of the most active members of the County 
Bar Association. From 1907 to 1919 Mr. Cullen 
was connected with the Reading Railroad as tel- 
egraph operator and towerman. 

Fraternally, Mr. Cullen is affiliated with the 
Knights of Columbus, and he is a member of the 
Exchange Club. He is a communicant of the 
Roman Catholic Church at East Millstone. 

Mr. Cullen is married and resides on a country 
place at Finderne, New Jersey, adjacent to both 
Somerville and Bound Brook. 
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ARTHUR GRENVILLE BAKER—One of 
the younger members of the legal profession in 
Morristown, New Jersey, is Arthur Grenville 
Baker, who has been engaged in general practice 
here in association with former Judge Joshua R. 
Salman. The offices are located in the First Na- 
tional Bank Building, and during the five years 
which have passed since Mr. Baker was admitted 
to the bar he has fully demonstrated his ability and 
his “preparedness.” Mr. Baker is a graduate of 
the New Jersey Law School, and was admitted to 
the New Jersey Bar as counsellor in 1926. 

Arthur Grenville Baker was born in Morris- 
town, New Jersey, September 19, 1900, son of 
Frederick E. and Charlotte FE. (Smith) Baker. 
After attending the public schools of Morristown 
and graduating from the high school here with the 
class of 1918, he matriculated in the New Jersey 
Law School at Newark, New Jersey, from which 
he was graduated in 1922 with the degree of Bach- 
elor of Laws. In December of that same year he 
was admitted to practice as an attorney, and in 
January, 1927, he was admitted to practice at the 
New Jersey Bar as counsellor. Meantime, how- 
ever, while studying he had served a clerkship of 
three years with Charlton A. Reed, since deceased, 
and after his admission as an attorney in 1922 he 
became associated with Judge Salman, which con- 
nection he has maintained to the present time 
(1927). He is a member of the Morris County 
Bar Association. In civic affairs he takes a sin- 
cere interest, and has served for some time as a 
member of the board of fire wardens. 

Fraternally, Mr. Baker is identified with Cincin- 
nati Lodge, No. 3, Free and Accepted Masons; 
with Madison Chapter, No. 27, Royal Arch Ma- 
sons, both of Morristown; Madison Council, No. 
148, Madison, New Jersey; the Junior Order 
United American Mechanics; with Newark Alumni 
Senate, and Delta Theta Phi, legal Fraternity. He is 
a member of the Sons of the American Revolution. 


KENNETH AGNEW BEATTY—With nat- 
urally studious tastes and an education background 
of rare completeness, Kenneth Agnew Beatty, son 
of Dr. Enos E. B. Beatty, of Newton, New Jersey, 
and his wife, Mary Carter (Thatcher) Beatty 
(q. v.), has embraced a distinctive side of the 
legal profession—the educational. He is law li- 
brarian and instructor at New York Law School 
in New York City. 

Kenneth Agnew Beatty was born at No. 7098 
Grant Street, Jersey City, New Jersey, November 
28, 1804, into a cultured family with high civic 
and social ideals. A liberal education was afforded 


him by the famous Phillips-Exeter Academy, at 
Exeter, New Hampshire, from which he gradu- 
ated in 1914; by his course in letters at Harvard 
University, from which he graduated with the de- 
gree of Bachelor of Arts in 1918; and by his legal 
training at New York Law School, which bestowed 
on him in 1923 the degree of Bachelor of Laws. 
During this extensive schooling, he improved one 
of his summer vacations by a course at Emerson’s 
College of Oratory, in Boston, in 1911. Since the 
completion of his education Mr. Beatty has given 
his services to the New York Law School in the 
dual capacity of librarian and instructor. An un- 
usually capable lawyer and preceptor, he is re- 
spected both by his able colleagues and the stu- 
dents in whose minds he is instilling a working 
knowledge of the law. 

When his country became involved in the World 
War, Mr. Beatty promptly volunteered his serv- 
ices to the army, although he thus interrupted his 
college career. A sergeant in the United States 
Army Base Hospital, No. 5, he served in France 
from May, 1917, until April, 1919, and passed 
through some of the dramatic and dangerous events 
of the war. He was present in the hospital on Sep- 
tember 4, 1917, when it was bombed by the Ger- 
mans, the first institution of this nature to suffer 
such a calamity during the conflict, and when the 
first American officer was killed, Lieutenant Wil- 
liam Fitzsimmons. After the war he resumed his 
studies and completed them with a creditable show- 
ing. He was a member of the Delta Theta Phi, a 
legal fraternity, and held in it the office of Tribune 
for a year, and of the Golden Branch Debating So- 
ciety at Exeter, which was founded by Daniel 
Webster. In matters of religion, his allegiance is 
given to the principles of the Presbyterian faith. 

In Hamburg, New Jersey, November 27, 1924, 
Kenneth Agnew Beatty married Lillian Frances 
Le Pine, daughter of George Edward and Martha 
Lawrence (Lozaw) Le Pine. 


ENOS E. B. BEATTY, M. D.—Dr. Enos E. 
B. Beatty, widely known physician of Newton, 
New Jersey, comes of an illustrious ancestry, his 
forebears having taken prominent parts in the 
affairs of their several communities. 

James Beatty, the first American ancestor of 
record, emigrated from the North of Ireland, and 
died on March 18, 1849, when in his eighty-eighth 
year. James Beatty had two sons, one of whom, 
John, was the father of Samuel Beatty, of Stark 
County, Ohio, who served with great distinction 
during the Mexican War and the War of the Re- 
bellion, having passed through all the grades to 
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the rank of major-general. The second son of 
James Beatty, George W., was the father of Dr. 
Enos E. B. Beatty, of Newton, New Jersey. 
George W. Beatty was born January 16, 1815, and 
died May 9, 1889. He married (first), Elizabeth 
L. Fisher, born October 22, 1816, and died No- 
vember 14, 1858; (second) Rachel T. Thatcher, 
born March 22, 1838, died February 20, 1900. Dr. 
Enos E. B. Beatty, son of George W. and Rachel 
T. (Thatcher) Beatty, was born on the farm of 
his father at Mount Lebanon, near the town of 
Anthony, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, Janu- 
ary 27, 1862. He was the youngest of six boys, 
and had four sisters, comprising a family of ten 
children. Dr. Beatty was the only son by the sec- 
ond marriage. The ten children are enumerated 
as follows: 1. Mansfield H., born November 3, 
1841. 2. Hibbard, born November 13, 1846. 3. 
Daniel F., born August 14, 1848, of whom more 
later. 4. Lewis C., born May 14, 1851. 5. Welling- 
ton, born May 2, 1853. 6. Keziah F., born Janu- 
ary 24, 1857. 7. Alvinos, born August 5, 1860. 8. 
Enos E. B., born January 27, 1862, of whom more 
later. 9. Elizabeth, born March 8, 1866. to. Jen- 
nie L., born April 7, 1873. The Hon. Daniel F. 
Beatty, third son by the first marriage of George 
W. and Elizabeth L. (Fisher) Beatty, married 
Emily Hoggland Barnes January 22, 1885. Daniel 
F. Beatty was the pioneer in the manufacture of 
organs and pianos, and his products were sold 
throughout the world. He served as mayor of 
Washington, New Jersey, in 1879-1880, and made 
three trips around the world. 

Dr. Enos E. B. Beatty received his early edu- 
cation in the public schools of Mount Lebanon, 
New Jersey, and under the preceptorship of emi- 
nent private instructors. He subsequently taught 
in the public schools of New Jersey, thus con- 
tinuing for a period of three years, and at the same 
time, during his leisure moments, took up the 
study of medicine, under the eminent physician, 
Dr. H. M. Cox, of Port Murray, New Jersey. He 
eventually matriculated at the University Medical 
College of the City of New York, and was grad- 
uated from that institution in March, 1887. Fol- 
lowing his graduation Dr. Beatty registered for the 
practice of his profession at Stewartsville, War- 
ren County, at which place he was located for 
about seven and a half years, and where he enjoyed 
a lucrative practice. In November, 1804, Dr. 
Beatty removed from Stewartsville to a temporary 
residence and offices at No. 798 Grand Street, Jersey 
City, from which address he removed after about 
nine months, owing to the continued illness of one of 
the members of his family. He then located at 


Newton, Sussex County, where he resumed the 
practice of medicine, in which he continues to be 
actively engaged. There is no physician in north- 
ern New Jersey who is better posted or qualified 
on his specialty of internal medicine, particularly 
as applied to ailments of the stomach. Dr. Beatty 
has undertaken many years of post-graduate work 
in all of the leading post-graduate schools of New 
York City, and thus continues to the present time. 
He is now much interested in gastro-enterological 
diseases. For the past five years he has applied 
himself intensively to study at Columbia Univer- 
sity Medical Department, New York City, of dis- 
eases of the gastro-intestinal tract, including the 
most modern methods of diagnosis and treatment 
of gall stone bladder diseases by non-surgical 
biliary drainage. Dr. Beatty has a large clientele, 
many of his patients coming from distant metro- 
politan cities for relief. 

Dr. Beatty is an active member in the following: 
The Sussex County Medical Society; Tri-County 
Medical Society (of Sussex, Morris and Warren 
counties); New Jersey State Society, American 
Medical Association (Fellow). He has served as 
president of the two first named societies. He is 
an active member of the following: Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows; and the Red Men, fra- 
ternal organization, with which he has been affili- 
ated for the past thirty-five years. 

On December 18, 1890, Dr. Beatty was married 
to Mary Carter Thatcher, of Stewartsville, New 
Jersey, daughter of the late Jesse and Elizabeth 
Thatcher, lifelong residents of that town. To this 
union two children were born: 1. Mildred Emma 
Beatty, died in infancy; born January 20, and died 
February 7, 1892. 2. Kenneth Agnew Beatty, the 
son, is represented in the preceding biography. The 
wife of Dr. Beatty is very active in church and 
Sunday school work in connection with the First 
Presbyterian Church of Newton, New Jersey. 


PETER VAN DYNE BERGEN—Peter Van 
Dyne Bergen, who is an important factor in the 
business and civic affairs of Bound Brook, is of 
the eighth generation of the Bergen family to settle 
in this country. Hans Hansen Bergen, the com- 
mon ancestor of the Bergen family in Long Island, 
New Jersey, and vicinity, was a native of Bergen 
in Norway, a ship carpenter by trade. He re- 
moved from Norway to Holland, and from Hol- 
land emigrated to America in 1633, landing at New 
Amsterdam, now New York City, probably at Fort 
Amsterdam, in April of that year. He came with 
Wouter Van Twiller, the second director-general, : 
in the “Salt Mountain,” a ship of twenty guns, 
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commanded by Juriaen Blanck, owned by the West 
India Company. Other ships in the fleet owned 
by the West India Company and accompanying the 
“Salt Mountain” in her voyage from the Father- 
land, were the “Caravel,” “St. Martyn” and the 
“Hope.” In 1639 Hans Hansen Bergen married 
Sarah de Raphalie, daughter of Jores (George) 
Jansen de Raphalie, born, according to the family 
record, June 9, 1625, and who was the first white 
child of European parentage born in the Colony of 
New Netherlands, which then covered the present 
States of New York, New Jersey and a portion of 
Connecticut. 

Jores or George Hansen Bergen, son of Hans 
Hansen and Sarah (de Raphalie) Bergen, was 
baptized in New Amsterdam July 18, 1649, and 
was living as late as 1723. He married, August 11, 
1678, Sara Strycker, daughter of Jan Strycker, of 
Flatbush, Long Island. 

Hans Jorise Bergen, son of Jores or George 
Hansen and Sara (Strycker) Bergen, baptized 
August 31, 1684, married, August 16, 1711, Styje 
Van Wicklen, daughter of Evert Van Wicklen, of 
New Lots. Hans Jorise Bergen’s family is en- 
tered in 1738 on the census of Brooklyn, as con- 
sisting of two white males above ten years of age, 
two white males under ten, and three white females 
over ten years of age. 

Evert Bergen, son of Hans Jorise and Styje 
(Van Wicklen) Bergen, was born in 1717, and 
died November 17, 1776. He married Jane Hege- 
man, daughter of Dennise Hegeman. In his 
younger days he resided in New Lots, which at 
that time was within the boundaries of the town of 
Flatbush, Long Island, probably with his grand- 
father Evert Van Wicklen. In 1737, he purchased 
and settled on a tract of 140 acres of land at 
Roycefield, Hillsborough Township, Somerset 
County, New Jersey, three miles from Somer- 
ville. He also purchased a farm at Whitehouse, 
nine miles from Somerville. He brought a pear 
tree with him from Flatbush to New Jersey, which 
tree bore fruit until 1861, over 120 years, when it 
was blown down during a violent hail storm. 

John Bergen, son of Evert and Jane (Hegeman) 
Bergen, born September 26, 1746, died June 6, 
1828, in his eighty-second year. He married Alte 
Rapalye, born June 6, 1744, died April 17, 1815. 
He inherited from his father the Whitehouse farm 
of 318 acres in Somerset County, New Jersey, and 
here he lived all his life. 

Cornelius Bergen, son of John and Alte (Ra- 
palye) Bergen, born April 29, 1775, died January 
31, 1831. He married, November 15, 1811, Nancy 


Hart, and followed farming near Somerville, all 
of his life. 

John C. Bergen, son of Cornelius and Nancy 
(Hart) Bergen, born December 15, 1820, died 
March 15, 1864, in Somerset County, New Jersey. 
For many years he successfully managed a farm 
in Bridgewater Township, near Pluckemin. He 
took an active part in public affairs, also in church 
affairs, and was one of the well known and es- 
teemed citizens of Somerset County. At the time 
of his death he was serving as a deacon in the 
Pluckemin Presbyterian Church. John C. Bergen 
married Aletta Van Dyne, June 13, 1841, and they 
became the parents of seven children: 1. Cornelius 
J. 2. Dennis V., deceased. 3. John S., deceased. 
4. Peter Van Dyne, of further mention. 5. Phoebe 
E., deceased. 6. Sarah T., deceased. 7. Jennie A., 
deceased. 

Peter Van Dyne Bergen, of the eighth genera- 
tion, son of John C. and Aletta (Van Dyne) Ber- 
gen, was born in Bridgewater Township, Somer- 
set County, New Jersey, May 15, 1857. He re- 
ceived his education in the local public schools and 
under private tutors, and then, at the age of eight- 
een years apprenticed himself to J. Van Eps, of 
Somerville, to learn the jeweler’s trade. With his 
acquired knowledge of the trade, his native ability 
and courage, he decided to establish himself in 
business. With twenty-five dollars in cash and a 
work bench as his sole capital, he came to Bound 
Brook and made the venture. His hopes were not 
beyond his achievement. Patronage came, some- 
what slowly at first, then more and more rapidly, 
until he was the owner of a prosperous, steadily 
growing business. Still his enterprise grew, larger 
quarters were required, and at the present time 
(1927) his jewelry store is one of the finest in 
Somerset County. Along with the achievement of 
business success Mr. Bergen has not failed to con- 
tribute his share to the conduct of civic affairs. 
He has always been one of the public-spirited cit- 
izens who could be counted upon to aid in for- 
warding any project which seemed to him to be 
well planned for the advancement of the general 
welfare of the community, and he has for years 
enjoyed in a high degree the respect and esteem of 
his associates. 

Fraternally, Mr. Bergen is identified with East- 
ern Star Lodge, No. 105, Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons, of Bound Brook, and his religious fellow- 
ship is with the Congregational Church, which he 
has served as a member of the Official Board for 
thirty-seven years. 

Peter Van Dyne Bergen married, November 10, 
1880, Emily J. Morgan, of Somerville, daughter of 





" 












































NORTHWESTERN NEW JERSEY 53 


John R. and Emeline (Cudlipp) Morgan. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bergen are the parents of two children: 1. 
Warren M., who is identified with the Fidelity and 
Casualty Insurance Company of New York City; 
married Cressie Maier. 2. Arthur D., in the em- 
ploy of the New York Telephone Company, New 
York City, as wire chief’s supervisor; married 
Gladys Romaine, and they have one child, Jean. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bergen reside at No. 11 West 
High Street, Bound Brook. 


ORA C. SIMPSON—As county clerk of Sus- 
sex County, and now as justice of the peace for 
the town of Newton, New Jersey, Ora C. Simpson 
has rendered many years of invaluable service to 
his fellow-citizens, and is one of the most popular 
and well known men of this section. 

William Simpson, father of Newton’s capable 
public official, was a native of Sussex County, 
where he was born in the year 1832, son of Wil- 
liam and Nancy (Smith) Simpson, the latter hav- 
ing been a daughter of Nathan Smith, and grand- 
daughter of William Smith, who married Caroline 
Hamilton, a daughter of General Benjamin Ham- 
ilton and a sister of Colonel Robert Hamilton, who 
was a member of Congress from the Fourth Dis- 
trict of New Jersey. William Smith, who was an 
influential factor in the councils of the Democratic 
party, was a member of the State Legislature from 
the year 1856 until 1858 inclusive, was born in Sus- 
sex County and was a successful farmer of that 
locality. William Simpson operated a large gen- 
eral merchandising business from 1856 until April 
II, 1890, the time of his demise, and was, as has 
since been his son, Ora C., most prominent in local 
political affairs, having’ been chosen to occupy 
every public office within the bestowal power of 
his fellows. He married Frances A. Smith, a na- 
tive of Sussex County, where she was born in the 
year 1833. 

Ora C. Simpson, son of William and Frances A. 
(Smith) Simpson, was born in McAfee, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, on December 1, 1854. Until 
he had attained the age of fourteen years, the lad 
was a student in the schools of this district. Fol- 
lowing completion of his education, he became as- 
sociated with the merchandising establishment of 
which his father was proprietor, and served therein 
with the duties of clerk until he was in the twenty- 
first year of his age, at which time he acquired a 
financial interest in the business, which was there- 
after conducted under the firm style of William 
Simpson & Son, dealers in general merchandise, 
Subsequent to the death of his father, Mr. Simp- 


son continued to operate the business as an indi- 
vidual proprietor until 1892, in which year he ac- 
cepted the proffered office of county clerk of Sus- 
sex County for a term of five years. So efficient 
was he in the discharge of his official duties that 
Mr. Simpson was reélected, in 1897, to a second 
term, and afterward for one additional term, hav- 
ing occupied that important office, in all, for a 
period of fifteen years until 1907. In 1021 the 
people of Newton having decided to secure the 
presence in office of a new justice of the peace, Mr. 
Simpson was requested to become a candidate for 
election therefor, which he accordingly was, and 
the voters of the community placed him in the 
office, to which he has continuously been reélected 
to the present time (1927). Mr. Simpson is widely 
recognized outside of his official achievements, 
being the owner of much valuable property in 
Newton and vicinity, including his large residence, 
the aforementioned store, a hotel and business 
block at McAfee, also various other structures at 
Newton or elsewhere. Taking great pleasure in 
social communication with his many friends, Mr. 
Simpson is a member of Harmony Lodge, No. 8, 
Free and Accepted Masons; Baldwin Chapter, No. 
17, Royal Arch Masons; DeMolay Commandery, 
Knights Templar; Salaam Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 

Ora C. Simpson was united in marriage, June 30, 
1885, to Magdalena B. Mabee, a native of Warwick, 
Orange County,-New York State, a daughter of 
John and Elizabeth (Bodine) Mabee, of that com- 
munity. To this union was born a son, Harold M., 
whose birth occurred at McAfee in 1886. He was 
educated in the Newton public schools, Newton 
English and Classical School, Princeton and Le- 
high Universities, studied law under the able pre- 
ceptorship of the Hon. Theodore Simonson, of 
Newton, and was admitted to practice at the bar 
of Sussex County in 1913. He has since been in 
active practice; the other child of Ora C. and 
Magdalena B. (Mabee) Simpson is a daughter, 
Elizabeth B., wife of Raymond B. Hotchkiss, liv- 
ing in New York City. Mrs. Simpson is prom- 
inent in the affairs of the Daughters of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Mr. Simpson maintains a hos- 
pitable residence at No. 15 Halsted Street, and his 
offices are situated at No. 116 Spring Street, New- 
ton, New Jersey. 


JOSEPH CLARK ANDRESS—Joseph Clark 
Andress, supervisor and inspector of roads, and 
coroner of Sussex County, New Jersey, has served 
this county also in the capacity of sheriff, and 
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enjoys the distinction of having been the only of- 
ficial to serve two terms as sheriff of Sussex 
County. 

Mr. Andress’ grandfather, Peter O. Andress, 
was born in Warren County, New Jersey, and he 
married Sarah Skinner. Their son, Roderick By- 
ington Andress, the father of our subject, and also 
a native of Warren County, who during his early 
years followed carpentering, later engaged in the 
live-stock business in Blairstown for many years, 
and assessor of his township for twenty years, 
died at Blairstown, Warren County, in 1906, in 
the eighty-first year of his age. He was survived 
by his wife, who was before her marriage Huldah 
Jane Lanning, daughter of Isaac and Hannah 
(Anderson) Lanning, her family having been of 
old Warren County stock. She died in January, 
1916, aged eighty-five years, and was the mother 
of the following children: 1. Isaiah, born in 1853, 
died in 1909, at Blairstown, Warren County, and 
had three sons: Frank Lee, who died at the age of 
twenty-seven; Clarence Sumner Andress, of Upper 
Montclair, New Jersey, and William Skinner An- 
dress, of Clarence, New York. 2. Joseph Clark 
Andress, of whom further. 3. Hannah, died in 
childhood. 4. Huldah Janie, who resided in the 
old homestead at Blairstown, and who though a 
cripple during her entire life and unable to walk 
is nevertheless always cheerful and possessed of a 
charming disposition. 

Joseph Clark Andress was born October 4, 1856. 
He was educated in the public schools of his native 
town and later attended the Presbyterian Acad- 
emy at Blairstown. At the age of eighteen years 
he became employed in a butcher shop and after 
becoming familiar with that line opened a meat 
market on his own account. After conducting a 
successful business for some years he disposed of 
it and removed to Newton, where he engaged in 
the livery business for seven years. Mr. Andress 
was first elected to the office of sheriff of Sussex 
County in the fall of 1896, and his administration 
of the office was so efficient that he was prevailed 
upon to be a candidate for reélection following the 
expiration of his first term, having, in 1902, again 
been chosen by the people of the county of Sussex 
for another three-year term by a large plurality. 
Mr. Andress has been the first and only man to 
serve a second term in the office of sheriff of this 
county. During his latter term in this office Mr. 
Andress was active in connection with two murder 
cases, the first having been that of Kish, who was 
convicted of murder and executed in the county 
jail yard on October 27, 1904; in the second case, 
that of Jaggers; this man was convicted and sen- 


tenced to death, but took his own life in April, 
1904, in the jail at Newton. In both of the cases 
mentioned, Mr. Andress received much commenda- 
tion for the efficiency of his work in connection 
with the apprehension and conviction of the ac- 
cused murderers. For the past five years Mr. 
Andress has served his county in the office of 
supervisor and inspector of roads, and also in the 
capacity of coroner. Prior to accepting his second 
term as sheriff he had been engaged in the busi- 
ness of shipping cattle. He is popular with the 
people of the town of Newton and throughout the 
county, and is an active member of Lodge No. 
1512, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 
at Newton. 

Joseph Clark Andress married (first) Almyra 
Edgerton, daughter of Azel and Phoebe (Rice) 
Edgerton; she died October 16, 1915. Joseph 
Clark and Almyra (Edgerton) Andress were the 
parents of these children: 1. Roderick, who mar- 
ried Minnie Phillips, daughter of Hugh Phillips, 
and they have four children: Elmirah F., Huldah 
Jane, Joseph Clark, and Minnie. Roderick Andress 
is proprietor of the Quality Print Shops on Moran 
Street, Newton, transacting a large volume of busi- 
ness through the medium of these concerns. 2. 
May, who died, aged thirty-one years. 3. Kate P., 
wife of Normand P. Anderson, of Newton, and 
they have one son, Normand Joseph. Joseph Clark 
Andress married (second), on January 17, 1917, 
Mary Jane Brastid, daughter of Elias G. and Mar- 
garet (Kimble) Brastid. She was a native of 
Monroe, Sussex County, New Jersey, and had a 
brother, Edward R. Brastid, who was connected 
with the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Rail- 
road for twenty-five years, and for several years 
collector of that company. He lived at No. 85 
South Fourteenth Street, Newark, New Jersey, 
and met with an accidental death on November 27, 
1925, being survived by his widow, Margaret ( Rob- 
ison) Brastid. They had a daughter, Nellie, who 
died when eighteen years of age. Mr. and Mrs. 
Andress reside at No. 73 High Street, Newton. 


(The Lanning Line). 


Joseph C. Andress’ great-great-grandfather was 
Richard Lanning, who resided near the Yellow 
Frame Church and was one of the founders of this 
church. He was a pioneer farmer of Warren 
County, New Jersey. Owing to a lameness he was 
not called to serve in the Revolutionary War, but 
took a load of provisions to Saratoga when that 
struggle was going on. Richard Lanning married 
a Miss Hunt and they had the following children: 
1. Richard. 2. Edward, of whom further. 3. John. 
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4. Katy, wife of Samuel Stroud. 5. Rebecca, wife 
of a Mr. Bebout. 

Edward Lanning, son of Richard and 
(Hunt) Lanning, was born May 15, 1764. He 
married, April 1, 1792, Jane Smith, born January 
18, 1768, died at ninety years of age, daughter of 
Michael Smith. Edward Lanning died at the 
age of seventy-seven. Mr. and Mrs. Lanning had 
the following children: 1. Richard, born Febru- 
ary 10, 1793. 2. Jeremiah, born July 3, 1794. 3. 
David, born September 11, 1795. 4. Isaac, of 
whom further. 5. Levi, born October 31, 1790. 6. 
Peggy, born September 18, 1801. 7. Sarah, born 
March 28, 1803, married Charles Doddes, of Still- 
water. 8. Huldah, born February 9, 1805, married 
Henry Teel. go. Edward, born October 16, 1806. 
1o, Hannah, born September 5, 1810, married 
Stephen O. Hart. 

Isaac Lanning, son of Edward and Jane (Smith) 
Lanning, was born April 23, 1797; he owned a 
large farm about one mile north of Blairstown, 
and after he retired removed to Blairstown. He 
married Hannah Ann Anderson, of Hunterdon 
County, and they both died at the age of eighty- 
two years. They had the following children: 1. 
Isaiah, who married a Miss Teel. 2. Mary, mar- 
ried Isaac Wilcox. 3. Huldah Jane, the mother of 
our subject. 4. Levi, married Elizabeth Savercool. 
5. Jeremiah, married Catharine Ball. 6. Elizabeth, 
married Isaac B. Wintermute. 





WYATT WRIGHT PIERCE—As superin- 
tendent cf the New Jersey Iron and Zinc Com- 
pany, of Franklin Furnace, New Jersey, Wyatt 
Wright Pierce was for nearly twenty years one 
of the important factors in the development of 
those extensive interests. He was identified with 
the old Franklin Iron Company from 1871, as sec- 
retary, and later as superintendent, and when the 
New Jersey Iron and Zinc Company succeeded the 
New Jersey Zinc Company he became superinten- 
dent of the latter company, a position which he 
held to the time of his death in 1896. 

Wyatt Wright Pierce was born in Hinsdale, 
Massachusetts, April 11, 1840, son of Warren and 
Abigail (Wright) Pierce. When he was five years 
of age his parents removed from Hinsdale to Ver- 
gennes, Vermont, and he received the practical 
education afforded by the public schools of that 
district. His father was engaged in farming, and 
when school days were over the son remained upon 
his father’s farm until he was twenty-one years of 
age, acquiring an experience and a training which 
was an important factor in his wise and skillful 


management of the large landed interests of the 
Franklin Iron Company in later years. At the age 
of twenty-one he engaged in the hardware busi- 
ness, in which line he continued for two years. At 
the end of that time, however, he returned to agri- 
cultural pursuits. In 1871 Mr. Pierce accepted the 
official position of secretary of the Franklin Iron 
Company, of Franklin Furnace, and a few years 
later he was promoted to the position of superin- 
tendent of the large landed interests of that com- 
pany in Sussex County. His early training and 
experience on the farm, together with his nat- 
ural ability and his close application to the work 
in hand enabled him to achieve pronounced success 
in this connection, and when the New Jersey Iron 
and Zinc Company succeeded the New Jersey Zinc 
Company Mr. Pierce entered upon the association 
previously described. Some four years prior to 
his death Mr. Pierce purchased a property in 
Newton, Sussex County, New Jersey, upon which 
he built a beautiful home, which he occupied dur- 
ing the remainder of his life. 

In addition to his responsibilities as superinten- 
dent of the large and important interests of the 
New Jersey Iron and Zinc Company, Mr. Pierce 
was also a member of the board of directors of 
the Sussex National Bank, to which office he was 
elected November 26, 1888, and in which connec- 
tion his sound judgment and his: business acumen 
were of recognized value. Throughout the period 
of his residence in this section of the State Mr. 
Pierce was deeply interested in local public affairs, 
and was one of the most earnest and wise pro- 
moters of the general welfare. He was in sym- 
pathy with every measure looking toward the wel- 
fare of mankind, but he was especially interested 
in education, and during the greater portion of the 
time of his residence at Franklin Furnace he was 
a member of the school board, and a hard work- 
ing trustee of the Franklin Public School. He 
was the means of bringing about extensive 
improvements in the school building, of se- 
curing teachers who were better qualified for 
their work and who could command better salaries, 
and of securing for the work of the school better 
equipment. During the years in which he served 
as trustee the Franklin School advanced rapidly 
until it achieved a foremost place among the 
schools of the county, and at one time those who 
were most familiar with its work doubted whether 
there existed a better school than that of Franklin. 
Many of those who have graduated from the 
Franklin public schools during and after the time 
of Mr. Pierce have reason to be grateful to him 
for placing within their reach the advantages which 
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they enjoyed, and which through the years have 
brought such abundant returns. 

Politically, Mr. Pierce gave his support to the 
principles and the candidates of the Republican 
party, but blind partisanship had no place in his 
political activities, and it is a matter of record that 
though he frequently took an active part in fur- 
thering the interests of the candidates of that party, 
he was a fair, open, manly fighter, and no pressure 
or no prospect of personal gain could induce him 
to adopt any measure which would not bear the 
full light of public scrutiny. For several years he 
represented Hardyston upon the Board of Sussex 
County Freeholders, and while the board consisted 
of a majority of Democrats, he was appointed upon 
the most important committees, his superior busi- 
ness qualifications and his excellent judgment 
making him a valued and useful member and win- 
ning for him the respect of Republicans and Dem- 
ocrats alike. The energy and the personality which 
he put into every project which he undertook 
brought abundant success, and there were few in 
the county who were so fully trusted and es- 
teemed as was he. Early in life he became a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian Church, and his connec- 
tion with the church was maintained throughout 
his life. Funeral services were conducted at his 
home in Newton. He was buried at Vergennes, 
Vermont, the place where his boyhood and youth 
and the early years of his manhood were spent. 

To such men as these, men of ability, courage 
and honor, men of high ideals and of attainment, 
men of vision who also have the practical ability 
to ‘make dreams come true” the world owes a debt 
which it can only repay by passing on what these 
have made possible, as foundations for still greater 
achievements in the future. 

Wyatt Wright Pierce was married, in 1865, to 
Adelaide Ross, and was survived by his wife and 
three children: William R.; Helen A., at Newton; 
and Mary L,., who married E. Merriam Dutcher, 
of Newton. 


FRANK A. LAWRENCE—tThe late Frank 
A. Lawrence, of Vernon Township, Sussex County, 
contributed much to the agricultural development 
of this section and won for himself an enviable 
place in the affections and regard of all who knew 
him. During the early years of his career he de- 
voted great attention to scientific farming and de- 
veloped many original ideas which gained him 
widespread notice and appreciation. As he pro- 
gressed, he purchased the William Martin farm 
of 108 acres of good land half way between Mc- 
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Afee and Vernon; he farmed here a number of 
years, and at his passing the widow inherited it 
and is living there in contentment to this day. 

Frank A. Lawrence was born January 14, 1857, 
on Union Street, Newark, New Jersey, son of 
Francis G. Lawrence, a leading citizen who was 
reared near Morristown and lived there some time. 
The other child of Francis G. Lawrence, Eva F. 
Lawrence, married William Skellenberger and they 
went to live at Mount Freedom. 

Mr. Lawrence attended preparatory school, but 
instead of going to college repaired to his father’s 
farm for duty in more practical things. At the 
age of eighteen years he removed from Morris 
County and obtained employment with Smith Den- 
ton, a prominent scientific farmer at Vernon, Sus- 
sex County. He remained with Mr. Denton three 
years, or until his death, and then was employed 
with his son, Solomon S. Denton, for some sixteen 
years more. In this time he thoroughly learned 
farming, and decided to branch out for himself. 
He purchased the William Martin farm of 108 
acres as stated above, and here plowed the furrow 
of life with success until he passed away. 

Mr. Lawrence was an active and valued member 
of the Patriotic Order Sons of America, the 
Grange, the Vernon Township School Board, and 
other civic organizations. He was a devout mem- 
ber of the North Church, in the cemetery of which 
he now lies. 

Frank A. Lawrence married, December 9, 1880, 
Grace C. Hamilton, born September 7, 1850, a 
daughter of Thomas J. and Eliza A. (Longwell) 
Hamilton, her father having been a well-known 
farmer of Sussex County. They had two children: 
1. Annie H., born July 27, 1883, married Lynn 
Hockenberry. They reside in Wantage Township, 
Sussex, and have the following children: i. Law- 
rence. ii. Fred. 2. Rena F., born July 1, 1885, 
married Theodore Drew, Jr., and died February 7, 
1920; their children were: i. Grace L. ii. James F. 
iii, Amelia P. iv. Anna E. v. Warren T. vi. 
Theodore. 

Mrs. Lawrence still presides over the farm in 
Vernon Township, where she resides in sweet com- 
munion with nature. She is a woman of consider- 
able executive ability, and is a prominent member 
of the Grange of Vernon, the State Grange and 
Pomona Grange, as well as of St. Thomas’ Epis- 
copal Church of Vernon. 

The death of Mr. Lawrence occurred October 
21, 1906, and thus was closed the last chapter in 
the book of a man who builded well and left an 
honored name to posterity. 
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WATSON R. AYERS—Judged solely on the 
basis of the good works which he has achieved for 
the community, it is no more than just to make the 
confident statement that no other individual has 
rendered service of greater value to Andover and 
the county of Sussex than has Watson R. Ayers, 
successful farmer, public-spirited citizen, devout 
churchman, and capable business man of this sec- 
tion. Nor, after all, is it surprising that Mr. Ayers 
should reveal such a whole-hearted interest in the 
welfare of the county of his birth when it is re- 
called that he comes from a family the outstanding 
traits of which have always been tended toward 
civic betterment to the point of philanthropic self- 
sacrifice. 

A forebear, John Ayers, who was born about 
1665 and who died in 1735, was one of the pioneer 
settlers of the village of Basking Ridge, Somerset 
County, New Jersey. It is a matter of record that 
this John Ayers presented to the citizens of Pres- 
byterian faith abiding in Basking Ridge, the nec- 
essary land upon which was erected their place 
of worship. John Ayers was the father of a son 
Obadiah, who was born in 1695, who gave the land 
for the Presbyterian Church and graveyard in 
Hackettstown. Obadiah Ayers had a son named 
Ezekiel, likewise born in Hackettstown, in 1730, 
and who died there in 1796. Ezekiel Ayers had a 
son, Ezekiel (2), who was born in Hackettstown 
in 1754, and died in 1835 at his birthplace. Ezekiel 
(2) Ayers was the father of Archibald Ayers, who 
was born in 1781 and died in 1865. Archibald 
Ayers was a successful farmer, and had extensive 
business interests among which were included a 
woolen mill and a distillery at Allamuchy, Warren 
County. He married Elizabeth Sutphen, and they 
were the parents of the following children: Joseph, 
of whom further; George; John; William, and 
James. 

Joseph Ayers, son of Archibald and Elizabeth 
(Sutphen) Ayers, was born in 1814 and died in 
Green Township, Sussex County, in 1895. He was 
a pioneer resident of that county. He married 
Lydia Ann Vliet, who was born in 1816, and died in 
1896, being buried, with her husband, at Tran- 
quillity, Sussex County. Their children were as 
follows: 1. Caroline S., wife of George Wilkin- 
son, is still living. 2. Minerva, who died in 1806, 
was the wife of D. B. L. Clark. 3. Imogene, died 
in 1922, and was the wife of Theodore F. Young. 
4. Watson R., of whom further. 5. A. Ogden, who 
was born in 1848 and died in 1925, was a well 
known resident of Andover, where his death oc- 
curred. 6. Charles F., born in 1851, is living at 
Andover. 7. Andrew B., born in 1854, resides in 
Newark. 


Watson R. Ayers, son of Joseph and Lydia Ann 
(Vliet) Ayers, was born in Green Township, Sus- 
sex County, New Jersey, June 18, 1845. He was 
a student in the public schools and attended the 
Pennington School for one year. His education 
completed he resumed his duties on the farm of 
his father and thus continued until he had attained 
his twenty-third year. He then became a clerk in 
the store of Henry M. Freeman and David L,. 
Hunt, in Andover, thus continuing until the lapse 
of five years, when he was employed by Mr. Free- 
man individually for a period of one year and five 
months, after which time Mr. Ayers became a 
partner of Mr. Freeman in the business, 
which was styled Freeman & Ayers. The 
partnership continued for eighteen years, be- 
ing thereafter superseded by Mr. Ayers con- 
ducting an individual establishment. In all, he 
operated a business in Andover for forty-three 
years, and is very popular and exceedingly well 
known in the community. He retired from active 
business in 1912, and the Andover store has since 
been conducted by his son Joseph. Mr. Ayers is 
the owner of a fine farm of 240 acres, formerly 
the property of his father, which is located in 
Green Township. The house on the farm was 
built about 1760. He is also the owner of land at 
Andover Borough, but which he is now disposing 
of for building lots. Mr. Ayers was one of the 
original incorporators of the borough of Andover, 
and served as a member of the first council and as 
its president. He was the father of the Andover 
lighting system. He served as commissioner of 
deeds and as notary public, continuing to be en- 
gaged in the latter capacity to date (1927). He 
was a member of the School Board for nine years. 
For the past fifty years he has been financially in- 
terested in the Sussex County Mutual Insurance 
Company, of which company he was for many 
years a member of the board of directors and also 
a member of its executive committee. Mr. Ayers 
is prominent in the affairs of the Methodist Church 
of Andover. He served as chairman of the build- 
ing committee, which supervised the erection of 
the present edifice, among the finest structures of 


its kind in the county, and which was completed 


in 1893. He has served as steward and president 
of the board of trustees in past years. 

Watson R. Ayers married (first), in 1870, Mar- 
garet C. Freeman, who died in 1885, and they had 
four children: 1. Carrie F., who was the wife of 
David R. Hull, and they had a son, David R., 
Jr., a graduate of Annapolis, and now in the 
United States Navy. 2. Augusta M., wife of 
David Yule and resides in Newark. 3. Eva F., 
wife of Frank Morris, and lives at East Orange. 
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4. Joseph, a merchant at Andover, married Eliza- 
beth Kilpatrick; is associated with Messrs. Snook 
and Hardin in realty properties. Mr. Ayers mar- 
ried (second), in 1886, Mary B. Van Syckle, 
daughter of Elijah Van Syckle, of Hunterdon 
County, New Jersey; she died in 1919, and in 1920 
Mr. Ayers married (third) Rachel Van Syckle, 
a sister of his second wife, and who for a period 
of forty-five years prior to her marriage was en- 
gaged as a school teacher. Mr. and Mrs. Ayers 
continue to reside in the home which he built at 
Andover in 1874. He has earned the joy that must 
be his of witnessing the progress and growth of 
the community for the best interests of which he 
has devoted many years of unselfish service. 


JOHN PALMER BLOOMER DALTON— 
From a clerkship in a bank in New York City 
John P. B. Dalton has advanced to the vice-presi- 
dency of a banking institution in the busy city of 
Newton, Sussex County, New Jersey, and being a 
comparatively young man he may be confidently 
expected to reach even greater achievements in the 
field of finance and banking. 

A native of Long Branch, the popular resort 
town of Monmouth County, New Jersey, Mr. Dal- 
ton was born on May 12, 1890, son of Frank and 
Bella (Buyers) Dalton. Frank Dalton, his father, 
was a veteran of the Spanish-American War, 
served the county of Monmouth in various respon- 
sible public offices, and was the proprietor of a 
large hotel catering to the pleasure seekers who 
visited the town. 

John P. B. Dalton was a graduate of Chattle 
High School at Long Branch, and subsequently 
matriculated at New York University, from which 
he was duly graduated with the degree of Bachelor 
of Commercial Science. His studies completed, 
he began the realization of his desire to be identi- 
fied with the banking profession when he secured 
a position as clerk in the Gotham National Bank 
in New York City. Eventually, a position of in- 
creased responsibility presented itself, that of 
cashier with the firm of Spencer, Trask & Com- 
pany. Mr. Dalton promptly accepted this open- 
ing, and in it he rendered excellent service. 
another opportunity for advancement was made 
available, this time with the Guaranty Trust Com- 
pany. This, one of the greatest financial institu- 
tions in the city of New York, retained Mr. Dal- 
ton as loan clerk. Meanwhile, the banking offi- 
cials of his native State had not lost sight of Mr. 
Dalton, and he was invited to become secretary and 
treasurer of the Madison Trust Company, at Mad- 
ison, New Jersey. He accepted this position and 


Later, 


continued therein until March 1, 1926, when he 
left the service of the Madison Trust Company to 
accept the offices of vice-president and cashier of 
the Sussex & Merchants’ National Bank, at New- 
ton, New Jersey. 

During the World War period, from 1917 until 
1920, Mr. Dalton served as corporal of Squadron 
“A,” of the New York National Guard. He takes 
an active interest in political affairs. He is a mem- 
ber of the American Bankers’ Association, and is 
affiliated with the following organizations: The 
Madison Lodge, No. 97, Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons, at Madison, New Jersey; the Tall Cedars of 
Lebanon, Sussex County Forest, No. 37; the Delta 
Sigma Pi Fraternity ; the Beethoven Society of New 
York; the Squadron “A” Association of New 
York; the Sussex County Golf Club, and the Ro- 
tary Club of Newton, New Jersey. 

On April 11, 1920, in the Church of the Stran- 
gers, Fifty-seventh Street, New York City, John 
P. B. Dalton was united in- marriage with Miss 
Rose Olive Miller, daughter of Anthony and Rose 
Alice Miller, and to this union have been born 
three children: Virginia Rose, born February 5, 
1921; Gloria Belle, born March 20, 1922, and Har- 
riet Jane, born May 20, 1926. 


GEORGE W. WRIGHT —As principal of the 
school of Far Hills, New Jersey, George W. 
Wright is rendering valuable service to the com- 
munity in the direction of the education of its 
youth. Though he has been here only a short 
time Mr. Wright is making his influence strongly 
felt for good among his students, and there is 
every prospect that his term of service here will be 
one of exceptional merit. 

George W. Wright was born in Paterson, New 
Jersey, March 8, 1906, son of E. S. Wright, a 
native of Grahamsville, New York, born in 1871, 
who has always been engaged in farming, and of 
Rose Anna (Rodgers) Wright, who was born in 
Scotland in 1874. Mr. Wright received his early 
education in the public schools of New York and 
New Jersey, and then became a student in the 
high school of Vineland, New Jersey, from which 
he was graduated with the class of 1923. He then 
continued his studies in the State Normal School 
at Glassboro, New Jersey, completing his course 
there with graduation in 1925. After serving as 
principal of the school in Richland, New Jersey, 
for one year, he came to Far Hills, New Jersey, 
as principal of the school, and that position he is 
most efficiently filling. In connection with his reg- 
ular duties he has also taken courses at Columbia 
University. He is young enough still to be actively 








atlea. 
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interested in those activities and sports which 
claim the attention of youth, and also to be closely 
in touch with the enthusiasms and aspirations of 
youth, and this fact, together with his thorough 
preparation and his ability,~enable him to render 
unusually valuable service. 

Politically, Mr. Wright supports the principles 
and candidates of the Republican party. He is a 
member of the Junior Order United American Me- 
chanics, and his religious affiliation is with the 
Presbyterian Church. 


CHARLES M. WOODRUFF—The commu- 
nity of Newton lost a sterling citizen and the Sus- 
sex County Bar was deprived of an exceptionally 
brilliant lawyer when Charles M. Woodruff passed 
from this life. No worthy project but what was 
sponsored and aided by Mr.:Woodruff with every 
resource at his command. Particularly was the 
church of which he was an active worker benefited 
by his whole-hearted support. 

Moses Woodruff, father of Charles M. Wood- 
ruff, was engaged as a surveyor and was also the 
proprietor of a planing mill at Sparta. He was 
married to Sarah M. Lozier and they were the 
parents of the following children: Elizabeth; An- 
nie, who married Alfred Griggs, resided in New- 
ark and there died; Dawson, an attorney-at-law, 
who was admitted to practice at the Sussex 
County Bar in 1866, and who for many years was 
a prominent lawyer engaged in the practice of his 
profession at Newton; William; Stephen; John; 
Charles M., of whom further. 

Charles M. Woodruff, son of the late Moses and 
Sarah M. (Lozier) Woodruff, was born in the 
town of Sparta, New Jersey, and removed from 
_Sparta to Newton when he was in the sixteenth 
year of his age. His first employment was that of 
a clerk in the office of the county clerk of Sussex 
County, and while thus engaged he in the mean- 
while undertook the study of law at nights, having 
had as his preceptor his brother, Dawson. To 
most young men inability to secure a legal educa- 
tion in some well-known educational institution 
would have presented too great a handicap to over- 
come in the quest of eminence at the bar. But not 
so with Mr. Woodruff, who possessed youth, pluck 
in abundance, and, most essential of all, a natural 
legal mind, which readily grasped the complicated 
technical points of his profession. His studies duly 
completed, his application to practice was favor- 
ably passed upon, and he was admitted to the bar 
of Sussex County in the November term of 1873, 
and continued to successfully engage in active 
practice with a large clientele up until the time of 
his death, which occurred on July 28, 1913. 


As previously stated, Mr. Woodruff displayed a 
tireless interest in the religious denomination which 
included him among its number, the Christ Epis- 
copal Church of Newton, of which he served as 
vestryman. He was a member of the original vol- 
unteer fire company of the community, and at the 
time of his demise belonged to the Newton Club. 

Charles M. Woodruff married, on January 13, 
1875, Malvena H. Simonson, daughter of Thomas 
and Mary (Hayward) Simonson, and a sister of 
the well-known bank president and lawyer, Theo- 
dore Simonson, of Newton. To. Mr. and Mrs. 
Woodruff were born a daughter and a son; the 
latter, Thomas S. Woodruff, is a graduate of 
Princeton University, practiced law for a time in 
Newark, New Jersey, went to Pasadena, Califor- 
nia, due to failure of his health, there resumed 
the practice of his profession, but now no longer 
practices, and married Mary Weisey, daughter of 
Henry Weisey, Esq., one of the leading members 
of the legal profession of Los Angeles. Sarah, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Woodruff, died at the 
age of six years. Mrs. Woodruff maintains her 
residence at No. 15 Linwood Avenue, Newton, 
where she has continuously lived for the past 
forty-five years dating from 1881. One of the 
leaders of the older generation of Newton resi- 
dents, she takes great interest in the affairs of the 
community. She is an exceedingly active member 
of the Christ Episcopal Church of Newton. 


WILLIAM WALLACE COOK—Prominent 
resident of Morris County, former member of the 
Morris County Board of Freeholders, and at one 
time a member of the board of directors of the 
First National Bank of Morristown, New Jersey, 
William Wallace Cook took part in all the various 
phases of human endeavor in his native county, and 
attained substantial and distinguished success in 
all the enterprises to which he gave his time and 
attention. His commanding personality and dis- 
tinct integrity won for him the deep respect and 
admiration of his host of friends and associates, 
and he was accorded due confidence and recogni- 
tion for the many valuable contributions he made 
throughout his life to the promotion and support 
of the welfare and development of his community. 
Few men have achieved the uniform prominence 
and wide renown which was Mr. Cook’s, and few 
have borne the honors and the general good will 
as gracefully and as modestly as he. Mr. Cook 
was a member of a family which numbers among 
the first settlers of Morris County, and being keenly 
cognizant of the traditions and heritages which 
were his, carried his family name to continued 
renown, and has added his name to the long list of 
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worthy citizens and splendid Americans his de- 
scent includes. 

The first member of his family in Morris County, 
New Jersey, was John Cook, where he established 
his family and was one of the pioneer community 
builders in the community. His son, Samuel Cook, 
was born in Morris County, and married Mabel 
Coe. They were the parents of the following chil- 
dren: 1. Millard. 2. Ira. 3. Burnett. 4. Timothy, 
of further mention. 

Timothy Cook was a native of Morris County, 
and in addition to his business enterprises was a 
devout churchman, and active in the work of his 
parish. He was one of the original members of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Whippany, and 
was made an elder of the church February 20, 
1843. He died December 15, 1800, after having 
served fifty-six years as an elder, and having been 
for sixty-six years a member of the church. He 
had married (first) Irene Young, who died soon 
after the marriage; and he married (second) Ce- 
linda Miller, a daughter of Levi and Mary (Hull) 
Miller, of New York State. The children of this 
second marriage were: 1. Adolphus Burnett, born 
August 2, 1847, died at the age of twelve years. 
2. William Wallace, of whom further. 3. Irene C., 
born February 28, 1856, and died April 29, 1861. 

William Wallace Cook was born in Whippany, 
Morris County, New Jersey, March 3, 1850, a son 
of Timothy and Celinda (Miller) Cook. He spent 
his boyhood and young manhood in Whippany, at- 
tending the public schools there and the Mor- 
ristown Academy. He was a successful business 
man, and his skillful judgment and keen busi- 
ness acumen were sought time and again by his 
fellows for advisory and directory positions in 
various endeavors. He was an active member 
of the political circles of his community and 
served two terms on the Board of Freeholders, his 
first term in 1883, and his second term in 1902 or 
1903. He was likewise chairman of the bridge 
committee which erected the bridge in Whippany 
near the residence of R. W. McEwan. Following 
in the traditions of his family, he was active in 
the work of his church, and was made an elder 
of the First Presbyterian Church May 6, 1883, 
which office he held until his death. He also served 
his church for over thirty years as treasurer, and 
for more than forty years was superintendent of 
the Sunday school. 

On September 12, 1877, William Wallace Cook 
married (first) Molly Henrietta Ball, daughter of 
Henry and Mary Elizabeth (Minton) Ball, who 
lived near Boonton, New Jersey. Mrs. Cook 
passed away February 12, 1910, and he married 
(second) Julia Helen Ball, a sister of his first 


wife, on May 26, 1915. The children of the first 
marriage are: 1. Helen, married to Edward Miller, 
of Madison, New Jersey, formerly of the firm of 
Miller Brothers, of Madison, who is now retired. 
2. Charlotte Elizabeth, who married Ralph C. 
Snowdon, Doctor of Physics, of Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, now living in Niagara Falls, New York, 
where he is employed as chemist with the Hooker 
Electro Chemical Company of Niagara Falls. Dr. 
and Mrs. Snowdon have four children: i. Cuth- 
bert Cook, born January 28, 1909. ii. Robert Wal- 
lace, born July 22, 1911. iii. Thomas Learn, born 
March 30, 1917. iv. William Wallace Cook Snow- 
don, born December 31, 1921. 

William Wallace Cook died February 9, 1927, in 
his seventy-seventh year. He is survived by his 
wife and two daughters. His passing brought 
forth many fitting testimonials and tributes to his 
memory and to the illustrious and beneficial life he 
kad led in his community. Shaped upon the four 
corner stones of a notable life, he was a success- 
ful and prominent business man; he was a loyal 
and public-spirited citizen; he was a sincere and 
faithful churchman, carrying the principles of 
Christian kindliness into his every walk of life 
and his every endeavor; and he was a thoughtful, 
kind and solicitous father and husband. 


CHARLES HIESTAND REAGLE—Son of 
an educator, who gave of his great ability in the 
promotion of the public schools system to its state 
of high efficiency in his time, and won the esteem 
of public and pupils, Charles Hiestand Reagle, 
superintendent of schools at Newton, New Jersey, 
has emulated his honored father with such marked 
fidelity that he, too, is placed in the ranks of the 
foremost educators in this Commonwealth. His 
background of birth, breeding, training and prac- 
tical experience forms a basis on which he has 
erected the superstructure of his success in his 
chosen profession. 

Born in Portland, Pennsylvania, May 14, 1878, 
Charles Hiestand Reagle is a son of Milo Pearson 
and Mary Ann Reagle, and grandson of William 
Reagle, a pioneer lumberman and justice of the 
peace of Mount Bethel, Pennsylvania. His father, 
a highly educated man, prepared for college at the 
Millersville State Normal College of Pennsylvania, 
and was graduated from Lafayette College. He 
then entered into educational work, and was ap- 
pointed principal of the Hokendauqua schools, which 
position he administered with signal ability for a 
quarter of a century, advancing thence to the post 
of superintendent of schools at Boonton, New Jer- 
sey, where he had a distinguished career. The son 
Charles was afforded every facility for a liberal 
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education; he was graduated from the Hoken- 
dauqua High School in 1894, and from the Muhlen- 
berg Preparatory School in 1895. He then entered 
Muhlenberg College, from which he was gradu- 
ated in the class of 1809 with the degree of Bach- 
elor of Arts. Having determined to follow in his 
father’s footsteps, he made preparation for the 
same by taking post-graduate work in school lec- 
tures at Columbia University. 

Now fully equipped to engage in his life work, 
Mr. Reagle accepted an appointment as teacher in 
charge of a country school at Emaus, in the Le- 
high Valley, but ability and faithfulness in the dis- 
charge of his responsibilities soon won for him 
both recognition of those qualities and also a call 
to the vice-principalship of the schools at Strouds- 
burg, Pennsylvania, where he acquitted himself 
with credit during his tenure from 1899 to 1903. 
In the latter year he was made principal of School 
No. 6, at Perth Amboy, New Jersey, remaining in 
that position until 1904. He next was elected su- 
pervising principal of schools at Roselle, New 
Jersey, where he won favor and achieved success 
for the five-year period that he remained there, 
ending in 1909, when he accepted a flattering offer 
to become supervising principal of the schools of 
Belvidere, White and Harmony townships, New 
Jersey. His stay in this position was attended 
with marked improvement in the entire public 
school system of the three townships. At the end 
of a most successful ten years, he went, in 19109, 
to the Hackettstown, New Jersey, schools as super- 
vising principal, continuing in that capacity until 
1922, when he was elected supervising principal of 
the schools of Newton, which position he occupies 
to the eminent satisfaction of the pupils and the 
public in general. Mr. Reagle is one of those 
hard-working educators, who seem unable to court 
the idea of prolonged vacation periods, for them- 
selves at least. From 1918 to 1922 he did a re- 
markable work in the capacity of club extension 
agent for Warren County, and from 1922 to the 
present (1926) he has served as instructor in the 
New Jersey Summer Normal School. 

In his political affiliation Mr. Reagle is a Re- 
publican. He is a member of Barger Lodge, Free 
and Accepted Masons, of Stroudsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania; Lodge No. 13, Tall Cedars of Lebanon, of 
Phillipsburg, New Jersey; Knights of Pythias 
Lodge, of Belvidere, New Jersey; and the council 
of Junior Order United American Mechanics, of 
Hackettstown, New Jersey. He belongs to the 
Newton Club, and has his religious fellowship 
with the Presbyterian Church of that town. 


Mr. Reagle married (first), June 18, 10903, at 
Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, Laura M. Staples, 
daughter of Arthur B. and Mary Staples, her 
father a leading business man and mayor of that 
city. By this marriage there were two children: 
Mary Staples, born August 18, 1905; and C. 
Arthur, born July 25, 19007. Mr. Reagle married 
(second), August 5, 1919, at Belvidere, New Jer- 
sey, Kathryn M. Widenor, daughter of Fred and 
Sarah Widenor, and they have a son, Fred W. 
Reagle, born O'ctober 20, 1922. 


ARTHUR IRVING ROBINSON—His nat- 
ural abilities, training and inclination for his pro- 
fession have secured for Mr. Robinson merited 
success in the general practice of law, and with his 
offices at Bound Brook, he is accorded the recog- 
nition and esteem due able and conscientious prac- 
titioners. 

A son of Joseph and Henrietta (Hageman) Rob- 
inson, Arthur I. Robinson was born May 2, 
1897, at Weston. His preliminary education 
was received in the kindergarten schools of 
Somerville and the graded schools at Har- 
lingen. He enrolled in the Somerville High 
School, from which he was graduated with the 
class of 1917. Mr. Robinson then matriculated at 
Rutgers College, New Brunswick, but during his 
first year here the United States entered the World 
War and he enlisted in the United States Naval 
Reserve, being stationed at Pelham Bay.- He re- 
mained here until the signing of the Armistice, 
when he was released from duty, receiving his hon- 
orable discharge in December, 1918, and sent back 
to Rutgers College. 

In preparation for his legal career Mr. Robin- 
son entered the New York Law School, from 
which he was graduated in the class of 1922, with 
the degree of Bachelor of Laws. He was ad- 
mitted to the New Jersey Bar on January 3, 1924, 
and immediately became associated with Daniel H. 
Beekman, of Somerville, remaining with him until 
he established his own offices in September of the 
same year at Bound Brook. Here he is engaged 
in the general practice of law, and although he is 
one of the younger lawyers of this city, he is rap- 
idly forging ahead in his profession, as is evidenced 
by his ever-growing clientele. He is a member of 
the County Bar Association, the Rotary Club, Mid- 
dlebrook Country Club, and Kappa Sigma College 
Fraternity. His religious fellowship is with the 
First Reformed Church at Somerville. 

Mr. Robinson is unmarried and resides at No. 73 
Grove Street, Somerville. 
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ARTHUR ALBERT PALMER—A leading 
member of the bar of Somerset County, New Jer- 
sey, Arthur A. Palmer, of Bernardsville, has ren- 
dered valuable legal services to that community 
while an occupant of several important municipal 
offices. 

Arthur A. Palmer, son of William J. and Ade- 
line E. (King) Palmer, was born September 13, 
1881, in the city of Brooklyn, New York. He 
was a student in the public schools of his native 
city prior to attendance at Syracuse University, 
and after graduation from the latter institution, 
matriculated at the New York Law School, from 
which he was graduated in the class of 1903 with 
Bachelor of Laws degree. Mr. Palmer was ad- 
mitted to the practice of law before the bar of 
New York State in 1903, and he received author- 
ity to appear in the courts of New Jersey in 1905. 


He originally engaged in the practice of his pro-— 


fession in New York City, and removed, with his 
family, to Bernardsville in 1907, where, since 1914, 
he has served as both township and borough coun- 
sel, and as recorder for each. He has been an out- 
standing factor in the affairs of the Bernardsville 
Board of Education, and is to the fore as an ad- 
vocate of all favorable local enterprises and leg- 
islation. Politically, he is a most active member 
of the Republican party. Professionally, Mr. Pal- 
mer retains membership in the Somerset County 
Bar Association. He served as a member of the 
National Guard of New Jersey for several years; 
was formerly a member of the Irish-American 
Athletic Club, of New York City, and is a mem- 
ber of the Montclair, New Jersey, and the Far 
Hills Athletic Club. He is affiliated with Cong- 
don Lodge, No. 201, Free and Accepted Masons; 
is a member and trustee of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. 

Arthur A. Palmer married, February 11, 1904, 
Rae E. Starin, of the city of Brooklyn, New York, 
daughter of Alvah and Minnie (Newman) Starin, 
of Keokuk, Iowa, and to this union have been 
born the following children: 1. Ruth A., wife of 
Loyal H. Robinson, of New Brunswick, and has a 
daughter, Ruth Eleanor, who was graduated in 
1925 from the New Jersey College for Women. 2. 
Arthur A., Jr., a member of the senior class at 
Syracuse University, who will graduate from that 
institution in 1927. 3. William S., now a student 
in high school. 4. Hoyt. 5. Roland C., also at- 
tending high school. 6. Theodore, a student in 
the grammar schools. The family reside at No. 
75 Childs Avenue, Bernardsville. 
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JOHN ENK—A native and all his 1 fe 

dent of Somerset County, John Enk is well | 


in both insurance and real estate matters, having — 
made a local and county study of the requirements 
of both. To Somerville and its environs, in par- __ 
ticular, he has always given his closest attention in 
the lines in which he has made his success, and in 
both the civic and business life of this township he 
has well proven the value of his gifted citizenship. 
He is a son of John George and Elizabeth Enk, 
who came from Germany in 1854, and settled in 
Somerset County, where Mr. Enk, a farmer, died - 
at eighty-three years of age, and his wife at 
seventy-four years. They were communicants of 
the Roman Catholic Church. Their children were: 
John, of whom further; and Joseph, deceased.. 
John Enk was born December 13, 1856, in Som- 
erset County, and was reared on a farm. He 
attended the district school and William P. Flow- 
er’s Private School, where he was of a studious 
nature and was advanced accordingly. After spend- 
ing two years as a clerk in a store, he returned to 
the farm for a time, and in 1879 he began to engage 
in the clothing and gentlemen’s furnishing busi- 
ness, in which he continued to 1882, when he es- 
tablished himself in his present general insurance 
and real estate activities. This is rightly ac- 
counted the oldest agency in Somerville, Mr. Enk 
carrying all kinds of insurance, including fire, life, 
accident, liability and bonding, and representing 
ten of the leading companies in this country. 
While conducting real estate interests, he confines 
his activities to the sale of properties. 
Some years ago, Mr. Enk associated himself 
with the Somerville Realty Company for ten years, 
that company then being engaged in development of | 
properties, but they suspended activities; and his 
operations are now carried on as an agent and 
broker. 
Active in municipal and civic life also, Mr. Enk 
is a member of the Chamber of Commerce, and he 
is prominent in the New Jersey Association of 
Underwriters, and director of the People’s Build- 7 
ing and Loan Association of Somerville. .He has __ 
served as elder of the Second Reformed Church. | ¢ 


mann, of Martinsville, daughter of Peter and Cath- — 
erine Neumann. Their children: Florence 
E., graduate of Teachers’ College, Columbia Uni- 
versity, class of 1909, taught in New Jersey, Penn- ed 
sylvania, and New York schools, married W.L. | 
Symons, of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, and has i 


one child, John R. Symons; John Clyde, resident 
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On Jersey’s highest point you stand, 


Lone sentinel of stone, 


Towering skyward in thy strength, | 


Stone King upon thy throne. 


Memorial of heroic dead 
Through ages yet to be 
Of men, who gave their lives 
On land and on the sea. 


To free the world: from tyranny 
And bring to all mankind 

The blessings of fraternity, 

The bonds of Peace to bind. 


Ye men who at your country’s call. 


Bared your arms for sacrifice, 
Not in vain your blood was shed 
Till the fields were crimson red. 


On many a bloody battlefield 
In air, on land and sea 


You won the victor’s laurel wreath : 


And kept Columbia free. 


‘Tis fitting that this Mountain top 


Should a memorial be, 
For God, on Sinai’s lofty height, . 
Gave Moses His decree. 


While from Mount Pisgah’s highest peak 


He showed the promised land 
And gave us ev’ry blessing 
If we follow His Command. 


And so this mute memorial 
Upon the mountain side 

Will tell to all the ages 

How heroes. fought and died. 


May courage be our watchword, 


When there’s danger in the strife 


And weave the threads of virtue 
In the warp and woof of life. 


And, when at last the sunset 
Gilds our mountain top of life, 
May God in His redeeming love 
End all our mortal strife. 


While the rainbow of His promise 
Spans every land and sea 

And brings to all the nations 
Eternal fraternity... ; 





; , | SAMUBL CRAIG COWART. 
Dated—Freehold, N. J., July 19, 1928 ) | 
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of Highland Park, New Brunswick, assistant prin- 
cipal of the high school there, graduate of Rut- 
gers College in 1913, Bachelor of Arts degree, and 
Columbia University, New York City, Master of 
Arts degree; is a leading teacher in history. He 
married Mary Schliss. 


VERANUS M. RUNDLE, D. D. S.—For ap- 
proximately thirty years one of the leading dental 
surgeons in Newton and this county, Dr. Veranus 
M. Rundle had received well-merited recognition 
as one of the most prominent men in his profes- 
sion in this part of the State. He was both pro- 
gressive and popular, and a representative dentist 
of training and experience of the highest type, as 
well as a Newton citizen in whom was reposed the 
full confidence of the community that he had de- 
votedly served. He was a son of Isaac S. Rundle, 
a native of New York State, who removed to Wal- 
pack Centre, Sussex County, New Jersey, about 
1840, where, as a pioneer merchant, he conducted a 
general store. Isaac S. Rundle married, about 
1854, Theresa Shay, daughter of Timothy E. Shay, 
and a sister of former Judge Allan R. Shay, of 
Newton. Soon after their marriage they purchased 
the Timothy E. Shay farm of 225 acres at Wal- 
pack Township, a tract formerly known as the 
Jesse Losey farm, and here Mr. and Mrs. Rundle 
spent the remainder of their active life. He was 
born in 1821 and died in 1906, and his wife died in 
1916, their golden wedding anniversary having been 
observed in 1904. Mr. Rundle, a Democrat. in his 
political convictions, was prominent in township 
affairs, was a justice of the peace, wrote many 
wills and agreements, and his religious faith was 
that of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Their 
children were: 1. James A. Rundle, was a prom- 
inent farmer of Montague Township. 2. Dr. 
Veranus M. Rundle, of whom further. 3. Dr. 
George L. Rundle, a graduate of Princeton Uni- 
versity, became a prominent physician of Passaic, 
New Jersey, and was one of the founders of the 
Passaic Hospital. While in the prime of life and 
activity he was killed by a railroad train at Dela- 
wanna, New Jersey, in January, 1901. 4. Isaac M., 
was a merchant at Newton. 5. Kate, died when 
eighteen years old. 6. Carrie L., married William 
Rankin, and resides at Westfield. 

Dr. Veranus M. Rundle was born December 31, 
1860, at Walpack Township, where he attended 
both public and private schools. He was then 
graduated from the Dickinson Seminary, at Car- 
lisle, Pennsylvania, afterwards teaching school at 
Lafayette, Port Norris, and Closter, this State. 
Matriculating at Philadelphia Dental College, Phil- 


adelphia, Pennsylvania, he was graduated in 18098 
with his degree, and during the same year he estab- 
lished his offices at Park Block, in Newton, where 
he practiced his profession with success to the 
time of his death, November 24, 1921. He was a 
member of Harmony Lodge, No. 8, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons; Ivy Lodge, No. 221, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows; Newton Lodge, No. 41, 
Knights of Pythias; and of the Tri-County State 
Dental Association. He was also for some years 
a member of the choir of the Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. Veranus M. Rundle married Caroline North- 
rup, daughter of James and Caroline (Drake) 
Northrup. 





EMERY CLEVELAND BLACKFORD— 
One of the most progressive and enterprising citi- 
zens of Somerville, New Jersey, is Emery Cleve- 
land Blackford, whose reputation as the able and 
high-minded head of an insurance and realty com- 
pany is State-wide. His family is an old one in 
the State, a number of its members having par- 
ticipated in the Revolutionary War. Mr. Black- 
ford’s grandfather, Alexander Blackford, was a 
blacksmith by trade and was killed in a skirmish 
in Virginia, while serving his country in the cav- 
alry during the Civil War. He married Mary 
Eliza Richardson, and had the following children: 
Abraham, Daniel, Caroline, Esther, Clarkson Giles, 
of further mention, and Smith. 

Clarkson Giles Blackford, son of Alexander and 
Mary Eliza (Richardson) Blackford, was born 
near Bound Brook, June 21, 1857. He learned 
the harnessmaker’s trade, but only followed that 
and other occupations for a short time, when he 
took a position with the Central Railroad of New 
Jersey as foreman of the coaling station at Hamp- 
ton, New Jersey, and about 1889 was transferred 
to Somerville, where he served in the same capac- 
ity. During the latter part of his life he was 
employed as a signalman in the Somerville tower 
for the same company. While residing in Wash- 
ington, New Jersey, he married, on January 29, 
1881, Anna Jane Rodenbaugh, born May 3, 1861, 
daughter of John M. and Mary Ellen (Emery) 
Rodenbaugh, of High Bridge, New Jersey. They 
had the following children: 1. John E., born 
October 5, 1883, died October 6, 1883. 2. Essie 
May, born July 26, 1885; married, on August I5, 
1903, James Ross Abbott, of Somerville, who 
died in September, 1914; children: i. Frances 
I, died in infancy. ii. Veral, born March 25, 
1905, died same day. iii. Ruth, born June 
11, 1906, died July 13, 1906. iv. James Ross 
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(O’Day) (by adoption), born October 10, 1906, 
married Ruth Niles, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Niles, of Raritan, New Jersey, where they 
now reside (they had one child, Jane, now de- 
ceased). v. Emery LeRoy, born April 30, 1910, 
residing at home. vi. Grace Daisy, born August 
4, 1914, residing at home. 3. Emery Cleveland, of 
further mention. 4. Milton, born September 14, 
1889, died September 15, 1889. Clarkson Giles 
Blackford died July 27, 1900, and is buried in the 
Giles plot in the old Presbyterian Cemetery in 
Bound Brook. His widow still resides in Som- 
erville. 

Emery Cleveland Blackford, son of Clarkson 
Giles and Anna Jane (Rodenbaugh) Blackford, 
was born in Hampton, New Jersey, August 6, 
1887. Coming to Somerville with his parents when 
two years old, he was educated in the public 
schools of that place. Owing to the death of his 
father he was compelled to leave school at the age 
of thirteen and seek employment. For two years 
he worked in Brown’s Woolen Mills and then en- 
tered the employ of the Somerville Publishing 
Company, where he learned the printing trade. 
From September, 1902, until August, 1923, Mr. 
Blackford was associated with the printing busi- 
ness, the greater part of that time as a linotype 
operator with the above-mentioned concern. He 
then established himself as realtor and insurance 
representative and has for four years met with 
growing success. His offices are at No. 40 Divi- 
sion Street, Somerville. He deals in all kinds of 
real estate, operating throughout the State of 
New Jersey and utilizing a corps of assistants. 
He covers all lines of insurance, including life, 
fire and casualty. His active assistance as a 
member is given the programs of the County, 
State and National Boards of Realtors. 

One of the organizers of Raritan Valley Aerie, 
No. 2013, Fraternal Order of Eagles, he has been 
largely responsible for its rapid growth and splen- 
did financial standing. In 1914 he was elected 
worthy president, and since that time has been 
filling the office of secretary. At present he is 
actively engaged in the campaign to finance their 
proposed new club house. He is a member of the 
Eagles’ Band and Drill Corps, and is affiliated 
with Somerville Lodge, No. 1068, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, and Naraticong Tribe, 
No. 31, Improved Order of Red Men. He holds 
membership in Typographical Union, No. 628, and 
the American Federation of Musicians, Local No. 
204. For many years he has been identified sith 
the Somerville Fire Department as a member of 


West End Hose Company, No. 3. During his 
early political career he was an active worker in 
the Democratic party and served as one of its 
representatives on the election board for a num- 
ber of years, but recently he has joined the ranks 
of the independents. He is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and a contributing 
member of the Young Men’s Christian Association. 


FERD IGLEHART COLLINS—As secre- 
tary-treasurer of the Bound Brook Trust Com- 
pany, Ferd I. Collins is identified with one of the 
best known and most solidly established financial 
institutions of northwestern New Jersey. Mr. 
Collins has had a long and varied experience in 
banking activities, and is one of the “live wires” of 
the Bound Brook Trust Company, as well as of 


‘most of the various civic and fraternal bodies with 


which he is associated. He is a veteran of the 
World War and is well known in fraternal circles. 

Ferd I. Collins was born in Newark, New Jer- 
sey, August 4, 1890, son of Adelbert and Ada 
(Fuller) Collins, and received his education in 
the public schools of Newark, New Jersey. When 
his school training was completed he entered the 
employ of the Essex County National Bank, 
March, 1906, beginning as a messenger boy, and 
remained there until 1910, working his way up to 
the position of bookkeeper. In 1910 he severed his 
connection with the Essex County National Bank, 
and associated himself with the Farmers’ Loan 
and Trust Company, of New York City, a con- 
nection which he maintained for a period of three 
years, filling various positions. At the end of that 
time, in 1913, he again made a change, this time 
identifying himself with the Plainfield Trust Com- 
pany in the capacity of loan clerk, a position which 
he continued to fill until June, 1916, when the 
threatened trouble with Mexico resulted in the 
removal of the troops of the National Guard to the 
Mexican Border. Mr. Collins accompanied Troop 
D, 1st New Jersey Cavalry, of Plainfield, of 
which he was a member, to the border and re- 
mained until December, 1916. In April, 1917, 
when the National Guard was again called into 
the Federal service, he went with Troop D to 
Camp McClellan at Anniston, Alabama, and be- 
came part of the 29th, or Blue and Gray, Division. 
In February, 1918, he was sent overseas, where he 
was in active service in France to the time of the 
signing of the armistice. He then went into Ger- 
many with the Army of Occupation, where he 
was stationed at Coblenz. Upon his return to this 
country in July, 1919, he was mustered out of 
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service, holding at that time the rank of second 
lieutenant. Upon his return to civil life he ac- 
cepted a position as assistant treasurer in the em- 
ploy of the Cranford Trust Company, of Cranford, 
New Jersey, and that official position he continued 
to fill from December, 19i9, to June, 1923, when 
he came to Bound Brook as secretary-treasurer of 
the- Bound Brook Trust Company, which position 
he still (1927) most efficiently fills. The Bound 
Brook Trust Company was organized in 1916 for 
the purpose of taking over the Bound Brook Na- 
tional Bank. It was organized with a capital of 
$100,000, and under the reorganization opened its 
doors to the public June 1, 1916, with William H. 
Whiting as president and Richard H. Brokaw as 
secretary and treasurer. During the eleven years 
which has passed since the Bound Brook Trust 
Company took over the Bound Brook National 
Bank, remarkable progress has been made, and on 
June 30, 1926, the total resources of the concern 
amounted to over $1,900,000, of which $1,632,430.17 
represented deposits in checking and savings ac- 
counts of 3,500 depositors. A list of the official 
personnel of the Bound Brook Trust Company is 
included in the biography of Richard H. Brokaw, 
published elsewhere in this work. Mr. Collins is 
making a valuable contribution to the success of 
the financial institution with which he is affiliated, 
as secretary-treasurer and director, and he is rec- 
ognized as an expert in his field. He is a mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee and Secretary of 
the Union and Somerset County Bankers’ Associ- 
ation, past president and a member of the Board 
of Governors of the Elizabeth Chapter of the 
American Institute of Banking, and past president 
of the Alumni Association of the New York 
Chapter of the American Institute of Banking. 
He is also treasurer of the Community Chest and 
of the Bound Brook Chamber of Commerce, and 
he is one of the public-spirited citizens who can 
always be counted upon to forward the interests 
of the community in which he lives. Fraternally 
he is affiliated with Bound Brook Lodge, No. 1388, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and 
with Eastern Star Lodge, No. 105, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons. He is also a member of the 
Rotary Club, the Raritan Valley Country Club, 
and the Middlebrook Country Club of Bound 
Brook. His religious affiliation is with the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. Mr. Collins married, in 
May, 1927, Virginia Brokaw, of Bound Brook, 
daughter of Morton V. and Sophia (Bacon) 
Brokaw. 
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REV. THOMAS ANDERSON CONOVER 
—Practically the whole of the life work of the 
Rev. Thomas Anderson Conover has been de- 
voted to the upbuilding of the Episcopal church in 
Northwestern New Jersey, although for the first 
four and a half years following his ordination, he 
was a member of the associate mission at Trenton, 
New Jersey. 

Born in New York City, October 6, 1868, he 
was the son of Richard Stevens and Sarah Jones 
(Potter) Conover. His father was for many years 
a contractor for the Pennsylvania Railroad in the 
matter of transportation via the Delaware and 
Raritan Canal. 

At an early age Thomas Anderson Conover 
entered St. Paul’s School, Concord, New Hamp- 
shire, where he was graduated in 1886, and passed 
from there to Columbia College, then to Trinity 
College, Hartford, where he received his degree of 
B. A. with the class of 1890. After teaching a 
year in Shattuck school, Faribault, Minnesota, he 
entered the General Theological Seminary of the 
Episcopal Church in New York City, and com- 
pleted his course in 1894. 

In 1899, he was elected rector of St. Bernard’s 
Parish, Bernardsville, New Jersey, and at the same 
time founded St. Bernard’s School, Gladstone, 
New Jersey, and has spent twenty-seven years in 
their service. 

In Trinity Church, Trenton, New Jersey, June 
2, 1900, Mr. Conover married Charlotte Beasley 
Green, of that city. She was the daughter of Ed- 
ward T. and Charlotte Higbie (Beasley) Green. 
Their one daughter is Charlotte Green, born Octo- 
ber 27, 1908. 


WARBASSE—The family name is also found 
spelled Worbas, Warbass and Vorbasse. The lat- 
ter form is the spelling of the town in Jutland, 
Denmark, from which the family name is derived. 
The “Battle of Vorbasse” (1864) is the subject of 
a famous painting by the Danish artist, Hansen- 
Rejstrups. Levering’s “History of Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania,” (1903), also contains an account of 


the early origin of the family and of settlement 


made in this country by descendants. 

Peter Warbasse, pioneer and founder of the 
family that brought the name to America, was 
born in Jutland, Denmark, May 10, 1722. He was 
a carpenter by trade during the early years of his 
mature life, and later entered the ministry as a 
Lutheran clergyman. Subsequently, he became in- 
terested in the doctrines of the Moravians, and 
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finally accepted the tenets of that faith and cast in 
his lot with the little group which came to Penn- 
sylvania in 1753 and settled in Bethlehem. He re- 
sided at the Gnadenhutten Mission of the Mo- 
ravians at the time of the Indian massacre in No- 
vember, 1755, and was one of the five who escaped. 
He made his home in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, 
and later conducted the famous “Sun Inn,” and 
also operated a grist mill. In 1769, with his wife, 
he removed to what was then Knowlton Township, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, but is now known as 
Hope, Warren County, New Jersey, and established 
himself at the Moravian settlement, which was first 
called Greenland. In 1771 he returned to Nazareth, 
Pennsylvania, where he remained until his death, 
which occurred in 1806 at the age of eighty-four 
years. He married Ann Mary Schemelin, who, like 
her husband, was of the Moravian faith, and they 
were the parents of two sons: 1. Peter, who 
settled near Knowlton, Sussex County, about 1790, 
joined the army about 1794, and was last heard of 
in Virginia. 2. Joseph, of whom further. 

Joseph Warbasse, son of Peter and Ann Mary 
(Schemelin) Warbasse, was born in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, July 15, 1759, and died on the home- 
stead farm in 1853, aged ninety-four years. He 
was known as “Citizen” Warbasse, and became one 
of the best known men of his day in Sussex 
County. As a young man he learned the trade of 
the blacksmith and settled in Newton, New Jersey, 
where he successfully worked at his trade until the 
year 1800. He then purchased the John Jay Eden 
farm, comprising 245 acres of land in Lafayette 
Township, Sussex County, and there continued to 
follow his trade, while devoting part of his time to 
farming. There he remained until the time of his 
death; there his grandson, Samuel Warbasse, is 
now residing. It is a matter of record that “Cit- 
izen” Joseph Warbasse was a man of remarkable 
intellectual capacity and intelligence. While earn- 
ing a living for himself and family and working at 
his trade, he was a profound student and used his 
leisure hours in close study, interesting himself in 
religion, politics and commerce. He was selected 
to deliver the annual address before the Washing- 
ton Benevolent Society in Newton, on February 22, 
1814. The address was ordered published in book- 
let form by the society in the same year. When 
advancing years brought financial competence and 
independence, releasing some of his hitherto occu- 
pied time, he used his increased leisure in careful 
investigation of the various subjects that attracted 
him, and prominent among these were religion and 
philosophy. After careful, unremitting and, we 
must infer, prayerful study and investigation, he 


became an earnest believer in the Swedenborg doc- 
trine. Up to that time he had not identified him- 
self with any religious sect, believing that the 
principles of Christianity were the same under 
whatever title they might be practiced, and that 
belief he continued to hold, although he unquali- 
fiedly accepted the doctrines of Swedenborg. It is 
said that in his study of that faith Mrs. Major 
Anderson and Mrs. David Ryerson, both converts 
to the New Church doctrine, gave him much sym- 
pathetic and discriminating assistance. When he 
was sufficiently “grounded in the new faith” he be- 
came an expounder and held afternoon services in 
the Court House. At these services, it is related, 
that he always opened with the same hymn: 


Come sound His praise abroad, 
And hymns of glory sing; 

Jehovah is the Sovereign Lord, 
The Universal King. 

He asked some of the younger Christians to “set 
the tune,” often Archibald Shafer, who sang well, 
and then delivered his discourse, in fluent, eloquent 
language, which carried a trace of his German- 
Danish origin, and the construction of its sentences 
betrayed some of the peculiarities of the German. 
He married Phoebe Hull, one of the “ten Hull 
girls,” daughter of Benjamin and Abna (Duer) 
Hull, and whose great-great-grandfather came 
from England in 1640. 

The connections of the Hull family are so ex- 
tensive in Sussex County that it is interesting to 
note the families into which the brothers and sisters 
of Phoebe (Hull) Warbasse married. Benjamin and 
Abna (Duer) Hull were the parents of thirteen chil- 
dren, all of whom lived to maturity and became the 
parents of children. They were: 1. Charity, married 
Samuel Jones. 2. Nancy, married Peter Bell. 3. 
Sarah, married John Kays. 4. Mary, married Moses 
Morris. 5. Rhoda, married Martin Ryerson. 6. Eliza- 
beth, married William A. Ryerson. 7. Martha, 
married John Youngs. 8. Ruth, married Rev. 
Caleb Hopkins. 9. John, married Margaret Lantz. 
10. Benjamin, married Elizabeth Case. 11. Phoebe, 
married Joseph Warbasse, as hereinbefore men- 
tioned. 12. William, married Hannah Marr. 13, 
Dorcas, married Henry Price. 

Joseph and Phoebe (Hull) Warbasse became the 
parents of eight children: 1. John. 2. Joseph. 3. 
Sally, who married John Snyder. 4. Phoebe, mar- 
ried Jonathan Cotton. 5. James Ryerson, of whom 
further. 6. Edward. 7. Mary Ann. 8. William, 
married Margaret McMickle, and had children: 
John, Edward, Anna M. and Elizabeth. Edward, 
who resided in Newton, married a Miss Townsend, 
and they became the parents of two children: 


nee 4 


F , 
nc eyger 
* ¥ j 
N Ate 


os Fh 
pase 


Ay te 


vae 

Vie val 
1a ; 

; 


mT ‘ie 














NORTHWESTERN NEW JERSEY 67 


Luthera, who became the wife of W. W. Roe; and 
Joseph E., who was associated with the H. W. 
Merriam Shoe Company all of his business career. 
He was one of Newton’s most highly respected cit- 
izens. He died in 1926. : 

James Ryerson Warbasse, son of Joseph and 
Phoebe (Hull) Warbasse, was born on the home- 
stead farm in Lafayette Township, Sussex County, 
New Jersey, September 2, 1797, and died in Inde- 
pendence Township, Warren County, New Jersey, 
in 1844. Some years after his marriage he re- 
moved with his wife to the “Quaker Settlement” 
in Independence Township, Warren County, and 
remained there to the end of his life. He and his 
brother Edward were the only two members of his 
father’s large family who belonged to the Society 
of Friends. He married, July 3, 1823, Anna Tuttle, 
daughter of William Tuttle. She died in 1866 at 
the home of her eldest daughter, Mrs. Jonathan 
Dusenberry, who resided near Beaver Run, New 
Jersey. Mrs. Warbasse was descended from the 
Tuttle family that settled in New England in the 
seventeenth century. Among her ancestors are the 
families of Terry, Cleveland, Bull, and the Pil- 
grims: Richard Terry, born in 1625; Barnabas 
Horton, born in 1605; and Peter Hallock, the 
Pilgrim. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Ryerson Warbasse became 
the parents of seven children: 1. Ruth, married 
Jonathan Dusenberry. 2. Elizabeth, married Isaac 
L. Newman, and resided in Illinois. 3. Elias H., 
lived in Warren County, New Jersey, later re- 
moved to Chester County, Pennsylvania, and spent 
his last days in Chicago, Illinois, where he died. 
4. Joseph, a biography of whom follows this. 5. 
Vincent, died in Brooklyn, New York. 6. David 
R. 7. Samuel, of whom further. 


JOSEPH WARBASSE, the second son of 
James Ryerson and Anna (Tuttle) Warbasse, was 
born October 19, 1833, on the Big Spring Farm, 
near the North Hardyston Presbyterian Church, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, and afterwards grew 
up as a farmer boy with his father and mother, 
brothers and sisters in the Quaker Settlement, 
Warren County, New Jersey, near the Pequest 
River, between Hope and Allamuchy. 

He attended the “little red school house” and the 
famous old Southtown “College,” or school near 
the Southtown Quaker Meeting House and settle- 
ment in Warren County, New Jersey, which was 
a community of farmers, and of men of excep- 
tional mental attainments, and which school and its 
teachers have been so affectionately spoken of by the 
many men who lJater attained prominence in War- 


ren and Sussex counties. A few years later Jo- 
seph Warbasse took the sage advice of Horace 
Greeley, to “go West, young man,” and he went 
through Illinois and as far as Iowa, engaging in 
surveying in that then rapidly growing country 
with its new railroads and highways. For a time 
he taught school in the State of Illinois, and met 
Abraham Lincoln during his famous debates with 
Stephen A. Douglas and actively participated in 
some of the political campaign work of those stir- 
ring pre-war days in that new country. About 
1858 or 1859 he returned to Eden Farm, near New- 
ton, New Jersey, and engaged in farming on the 
old homestead farm. 

Mr. Warbasse became a well-known merchant at 
Newton, New Jersey, keeping a general store be- 
tween 1866 and 1888, first known as Snyder & War- 
basse, and later he bought out the interests of the 
Snyders and purchased and remodelled the store- 
house on Spring Street, adjoining the Cochran 
House, and about 1872,took his nephew and head 
salesman, Theodore N. Price, into partnership 
under the firm name of Warbasse & Price. About 
1880, Mr. Price sold his interest in the business 
to Mr. Warbasse and went to New York where he 
engaged in the wholesale jobbing business of 
silks, ribbons, and trimmings, under the firm name 
of Burton, Price & Company, which latter busi- 
ness still successfully continues. 

All three of Mr. Warbasse’s eldest sons helped 
him in his business from time to time and received 
their first training in the mercantile business and 
in salesmanship there with their father. He had 
enjoyed for years the esteem and friendship of 
the people throughout the town of Newton, and 
the county of Sussex, and was chosen to public 
office by his fellow townsmen on several occasions. 
He was elected a member of the Town Committee 
of Newton for three or four successive terms, 
both before and after the time of the most disas- 
trous fire that Newton ever had, in April, 1871. 
On this occasion the old hand fire engines and 
equipment were inadequate to extinguish the flames 
and broke down. After telegraphing in despera- 
tion to nearby towns and cities for help, the city of 
Hoboken at last responded and sent a portion of 
their fire department to Newton, with one steam 
fire engine and hose carriage and extinguished the 
conflagration, which had extended up Main Street, 
from Spring Street to the new Dennis Library 
Building and on Spring Street. Afterward, Fire 
Chief Charles Crook publicly announced that the 
town of Newton was then at the mercy of the flames 
in the event of another fire, and upon his urgent 
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advice Mr. Warbasse and two other citizens person- 
ally paid the cost of a new Clapp and Jones steam 
fire engine, hose cart, and 1,000 feet of new rubber 
hose and other equipment for the town of Newton. 
This act was afterwards ratified and approved by 
the town, and at the next town election, Mr. War- 
basse and the others were ordered reimbursed and 
thanked for their splendid public service. This 
was the beginning of the modern and well equipped 
fire department which Newton has had for the 
past fifty years, which is said to be the best in 
any of the nearby towns and cities, both as to 
equipment and personnel, and on account of which 
the fire insurance rates are said to have been less 
in Newton than in other cities and towns of like 
size and importance, since then. 

Mr. Warbasse was a stockholder and a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Dennis Library 
of Newton, who, with other public spirited citizens 
contributed themselves and worked to raise the 
necessary funds with which the lands were bought 
upon which the present library building was 
erected, to equip the same and to supplement the 
munificent gift of the late Alfred L. Dennis to 
the town of Newton. He was also a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Sussex County 
Historical Society in which he was greatly inter- 
ested. Mr. Warbasse was also one of the first 
movers for the town of Newton to build the new 
public school and high school about 1870. He 
was also one of the first to reorganize the County 
Fair in Newton, as well as to favor the Morris 
Lake water system. In short he was one of New- 
ton’s leading progressive citizens in most of the 
important public undertakings which have made 
Newton one of the most enterprising towns in the 
State of New Jersey. 

There was one side of the life of Joseph War- 
basse which is so unusual that we would be con- 
sidered very remiss if we did not mention it in 
passing. That is his very great gift as an artist, 
and especially as a painter of landscapes which he 
painted as a pastime, and which were much ad- 
mired by people of artistic judgment. 

Joseph Warbasse was married to Harriet Del- 
phina Northrup, at the home of her father, Peter 
Northrup, at Pleasant Valley, Sussex County, New 
Jersey, November 28, 1860, and he continued’ farm- 
ing at the old Warbasse homestead, Eden Farm, 
until 1866, when they moved to Newton, where 
they resided as long as they lived. There were 
born to them four sons: Charles Sumner (q. v.) ; 
James Peter (q. v.) ; Joseph, 3d, December 2, 1868; 
Herbert Northrup (q. v.). Mr. Warbasse and 


his wife resided in Newton for about forty years, 
1866 to 1905. 

Mrs. Joseph Warbasse, on the paternal side, 
was descended from Joseph Northrup, of York- 
shire, England, who settled in Milford, Connecti- 
cut, in 1639. Among her ancestors are the families 
of Dewitt (Holland Dutch), Cornell, Wheeler, 
Francis Norton (born in England, 1608), Aaron 
Blakeman (born 1598, educated at Oxford) ; Cap- 
tain Robert Holmes and his wife, Mary Franklin, 
oldest sister of Benjamin Franklin; White, Folger, 
Morrels, Joanes, Gibs and Thomas Franckline 
(period of Henry VIII). Mrs. Warbasse’s mother, 
Sarah Ann Struble, was descended from Peter 
Strubel (born in 1740) who came with his parents 
from Germany in 1748 and settled in German Val- 
ley, Morris County, New Jersey. She was also 
descended from the families of Longcore, Hull and 
John Kays, the latter of whom was born in Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, in 1739; came to America in 1749; 
became an officer in the army of the Revolution, 
and at one time was an aid to General Wash- 
ington. Her father, Esquire Peter Northrup (1792- 
1863), was a man of fine culture and wide inter- 
ests. He was one of the original subscribers to 
the founding of Antioch College, Ohio. He and 
his family owned woolen mills in Sussex County. 

Mrs. Warbasse was active in church, charitable 
and other organization work, and was a com- 
municant of the Newton Presbyterian Church. 
She was president of the Ladies’ Sewing Society 
and of the Missionary Society of the ladies of that 
church, also one of the organizers and early 
members of the Chinkchewunska Chapter of the 
Daughters of the Revolution, in Newton, as well 
as one of the first Regents of that chapter. She 
was educated in the schools of Sussex County, 
and at the Charlottesville Teachers’ Seminary near 
Albany, New York. She afterwards taught 
school in the schools of Sussex County until her 
marriage with Joseph Warbasse. 

She was always esteemed as a kind and generous 
neighbor and a devoted wife and mother. In the 
year, 1905, both she and her husband passed away 
within a few months of each other, he on June 
7, and she on November 7, after very active lives, 
each in his and her chosen sphere. Both are buried 
in the Warbasse family plot in the Newton Ceme- 
tery, near where stands the great rough granite 
boulder which was brought from the old family 
homestead, Eden Farm, by Samuel Warbasse, a 
sketch of whom follows this, and erected as a 
memorial and monument to Joseph (Citizen) 
Warbasse and his good wife, Phoebe Hull. 
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CHARLES SUMNER WARBASSE, the old- 
est son of Joseph and Harriet Delphina (North- 
rup) Warbasse, was born at Eden Farm, the 
homestead of the Warbasse family, on August 20, 
1862. A few years later his parents moved to 
Newton, New Jersey, in order to give their chil- 
dren better educational advantages. Here he at- 
tended the Newton Collegiate Institute, and other 
private schools for several years, but later since 
his father, Joseph Warbasse, a sketch of whom 
precedes this, was one of the moving influences in 
establishing a public grammar school and high 
school in Newton, he was sent to the public 
schools, from which he graduated in 1880. Next 
he attended Williston Seminary in East Hatnpton, 
Massachusetts, until 1882. Then returning to 
his home he assisted in the management of his 
father’s general store at Newton, New Jersey, for 
a time, but finding the opportunities here rather 
limited, he went to New York, about 1884, and 
became one of the western representatives and 
travellers for the old commercial house of East- 
man, Bigelow & Dayton, and later for Burton, 
Price & Company. After eight years of intensive 
travelling and commercial experience through the 
west and middle western States, acquiring valu- 
able commercial training, he became interested in 
the law, and decided to study it immediately, tak- 
ing a position in the law office of Lamb, Osborne 
& Petty (Professor Robert D. Petty, of the New 
York Law School) at that time at No. 253 Broad- 
way, New York City. He entered the New York 
Law School (which had just opened) in the Equit- 
able Building at No. 120 Broadway, and graduated 
in the first class of that educational institution with 
the degree of LL. B. 

Among the able teachers and lecturers was 
Woodrow Wilson, on International Law. 

Thereafter he continued his practice with Lamb, 
Osborne & Petty, and the late Senator Thomas 
O’Sullivan, and the Hon. Francis A. Winslow, 
now United States Judge. He passed his law 
school examinations with honor and was admitted 
to practice law in the courts of the State of New 
York, and later in the United States courts. He 
entered into co-partnership with Arthur J. Harri- 
son, in the practice of law, with offices in the Real 
Estate Exchange Building, No. 189 Montague 
Street, Brooklyn, where Mr. Warbasse is still 
located. After the death of Mr. Harrison some 
eight or ten years later, he continued the practice 
alone until he was joined by his brother, Herbert N. 
Warbasse (q. v.), who had since been admitted to 
the bar, and they continued together until Herbert 


became assistant district attorney in Kings 
County, under James C. Cropsey, now Supreme 
Court Justice Cropsey. Both he and his brother 
became prominent in legal circles, in the Bar 
Association, and in the successful practice of law. 
At the height of his career Charles’ increasing 
defective hearing made it impracticable for him to 
continue in trials as a trial counsel, and in a liti- 
gated practice. Of later years he has devoted 
himself largely to corporate practice, Surrogate 
and Appellate Court work, as well as estate and 
real estate title matters, maintaining his office in 
the same place where he had been located for over 
thirty years. 

From early youth he has been interested in 
good government and public welfare, and the 
doctrine that the duty of every good citizen re- 
quires of each the exercise of the elective franchise, 
as well as an active identification with some prac- 
tical political organization. As an advocate of 
this theory, and endorsing the principles of the 
Republican party he became affiliated with that 
organization upon his removal to the Bay Ridge 
section of Brooklyn. He identified himself with 
many other organizations looking to civic improve- 
ment, and the betterment of the community. Mr. 
Warbasse believes that it is the constructive and 
not the critical and destructive that helps toward 
progress, and all his life has been identified in 
every movement which appealed to him as a 
means of human progress. 

During ex-President Roosevelt’s “Bull Moose” 
invasion, which threatened to disrupt the Repub- 
lican party, the sudden death of Hon. Frederick 
Linde, left the local Republican organization with- 
out a leader. Mr. Warbasse was unanimously 
elected executive member county and State com- 
mitteeman, and by reason of his energy and 
character aided his party in weathering the storm, 
and gradually brought unity out of chaos, recon- 
ciled rival factions, and brought them into the 
fold in peace and harmony. So successful was 
his management of this difficult situation, and so 
outstanding were the qualities of leadership and 
integrity, that he was reélected each alternative 
year as executive member and State committee- 
man for fifteen consecutive years (from I9II to 
1926). 

In the more recent years he tried unsuccessfully 
to retire and shift the burden of his public office 
to younger and more capable shoulders, Finally, 
during the summer of 1926, he declined absolutely 
to be a candidate again, and succeeded in making 
his aids and captains realize that his family and 
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his condition of health had to be considered; that a 
change must be made; and he assisted in the selection 
of his successor in the interest of party harmony. 

Mr. Warbasse was a delegate to every New 
York State Republican convention for more than 
twenty years, and headed his delegation to those 
conventions for fifteen years past. He was twice 
elected a delegate to the National Republican 
Convention from his congressional district, for the 
selection of candidates for President of the United 
States and he assisted in no small degree in the 
selection of ex-Governor Charles E. Hughes and 
ex-President Warren G. Harding. He enjoyed 
the friendship and confidence of many of the 
great and best known men of the State and Nation. 
In 1914 he was appointed by Governor Miller to be 
New York State transfer tax or inheritance tax 
appraiser for Kings County and administered that 
office to the entire satisfaction of the State admin- 
istration for six years, passing upon the values of 
innumerable large estates until the office was con- 
solidated in the interest of economy with the Tax 
Department of the State, on the recommendation 
of Governor Miller’s plan of consolidation of the 
many departments of the State government. When 
Mr. Warbasse resigned in 1921, he was appointed 
commissioner of records for the city of New York 
in Kings County, resigning from the post in 1926. 

He embodies in his own life his favorite precept 
that the value of a man’s life is to be measured by 
deeds rather than by words. He has been associ- 
ated with many organizations: church, fraternal, 
social, civic, and political. He has been most active 
in St. Philip’s Church and its allied subsidiary 
organizations, as a member of the Board of Vestry 
for over twenty-five years; a member of the Bay 
Ridge Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, No. 856, 
Brooklyn, New York; the Masonic Club of Bay 
Ridge; the Franklin Council, Royal Arcanum, hav- 
ing been its representative to the Grand Council 
for many years, and held almost all offices and sta- 
tions at various times for thirty-five years past; 
the Bay Ridge and Victory Memorial Hospital; 
the Young Men’s Christian Association since 1892, 
and is a sustaining member of the new Bay Ridge 
Branch of the Young Men’s Christian Association 
just organized, and now building; the Bay Ridge 
Men’s Club (a church club); the Bay Ridge 
Chamber of Commerce, and Bay Ridge and Fort 
Hamilton’s Citizens’ Association; the Bay Ridge 
Community Center; the Ninth Assembly District 
Republican Club, and the Brooklyn Bar Associa- 
tion. 

Charles S. Warbasse was married to Grace Hill, 


daughter of Joseph Hill (q. v.), and Amanda 
(Lawrence) Hill, in Newton, New Jersey, on 
August 23, 1894. They and their brothers and 
sisters had been school chums and friends nearly 
all their lives, as their parents and grandparents 
before them had been friends for many years. 
There were born to them three sons and two 
daughters, all born in Brooklyn, New York, on 
the following dates, and who are educated at the 
following schools and colleges: 1. Lawrence Hill, 
born June 8, 1895; Polytechnic Preparatory 
School, Brooklyn, New York, and Dartmouth 
College; and Columbia University, New York; 
now associated with Griffin, Johnson, and Mann, a 
large advertising corporation of New York City; 
married Beryl Gaudineer Whaley, Vassar College, 
daughter of Albert and Minnie (Gaudineer) 
Whaley, South Orange, New Jersey, June 26, 
1920. Born to them, Lawrence Hill, Jr., January 
16, 1923, and Warren Whaley, July 18, 1926. 2. 
Charles Northrup, born December 30, 1806; 
Worcester Academy, Massachusetts, Dartmouth 
College, Fordham University Law School, New 
York; admitted to New York State bar, 1927. 3. 
James Francis, born May 22, 1898; Saint Paul’s 
School at Garden City, Long Island; Dartmouth 
College and Columbia University; now a member 
of the advertising department of the Interna- 
tional Magazine Company, Inc.; married Carol 
Warren Whaley (a sister of Beryl, above) at 
South Orange, New Jersey, April 14, 1925; Vas- 
sar College and Columbia University. 4. Grace 
Catherine, born December 29, 1902; Packer Col- 
legiate Institute, Brooklyn; New York School of 
Fine and Applied Art; Wheelock Kindergarten 
Training School, Boston; Boston University. 5. 
Helen Delphina, born August 15, 1904; Packer 
Collegiate Institute, Brooklyn; class of ’26 Vassar 
College, New York School of Secretaries ; married, 
September 17, 1927, to Weston Blake, of Weston, 
Massachusetts; Dartmouth College, ’24, Harvard 
Business School. 

The three sons, Lawrence Hill, Charles North- 
rup, and James Francis, all enlisted during the 
World War, in the United States military service 
as follows: Lawrence Hill enlisted in the army 
and became a flying cadet in the army reserve to 
the flying corps; afterwards transferred to the 
Navy, and became an officer in the Engineering 
Corps in the United States Naval Reserve. Charles 
Northrup became a flying officer in the United 
States Naval Flying Corps, and James Francis 
was in the Naval Reserve. Each of the sons was 
honorably discharged at the conclusion of the war. 
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DR. JAMES PETER WARBASSE—To the 
practice of surgery Dr. James P. Warbasse, of New 
York, one of the ablest exponents of that profes- 
sion in this country, gave thebest years of his life. 
His researches in this field have brought his name 
into international repute, and his contributions to 
the literature of surgery have been both prolific 
and illuminating. His last work alone, “Surgical 
Treatment,” has enjoyed a world-wide distribution 
on a very large scale. In 1918 he retired from the 
practice of surgery to give all of his time to the 
study of economical problems, with especial refer- 
ence to the codperative movement. As a student, 
teacher, writer, lecturer, and organizer in this 
field, his name is well known in the important 
countries. Thus he enjoys the unique distinction 
of having attained to world eminence in two en- 
tirely different fields of learning and activity. 

Dr. Warbasse was born in Newton, New Jersey, 
November 22, 1866. He is a son of Joseph War- 
basse (q. v.) and Harriet D. (Northrup) Warbasse, 
and descended from Peter Warbasse, who came 
early to America from Denmark and brought the 
family name to this country. This early ancestor 
on the paternal side undoubtedly transmitted to his 
descendants the mental keenness and sterling char- 
acter that were so prominent in him as one of 
those sturdy Moravian settlers of the Delaware 
Valley. On the maternal side, Dr. Warbasse is a 
descendant of Joseph Northrup, who was one of 
the early Puritan settlers of New England. In 
addition to this Danish and English ancestry is a 
long line of English Pilgrim, Scotch, Dutch, and 
German forebears, all antedating the Revolu- 
tionary War. 

His early education at his home was carefully 
attended to by his father and mother, who were 
well equipped to instruct him. He was a pupil at 
Miss McCarter’s Private School in Newton, and 
received his preparatory training at the Newton 
Collegiate Institute, from which he was graduated 
in 1885 to Columbia University, from whose Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons he was gradu- 
ated Doctor of Medicine in the class of 1889. Dr. 
Warbasse served an interneship of two years at the 
Methodist Episcopal Hospital, Brooklyn, New 
York. He then went to Europe and took advanced 
studies at the University of Gottingen (1891) and 
at the University of Vienna (1892). 

On his return to the United States, he entered 
practice in Brooklyn and made surgery his spe- 
cialty. He was attending surgeon at the Methodist 
Episcopal Hospital from 1892 to 1909, resigning 
in the latter year, and also declining the proffered 


appointment as consulting surgeon at the same 
institution. From 1902 to 1918 he served as sur- 
geon to the Wyckoff Heights Hospital. In 1903 
he was attending surgeon at the German Hospital, 
Brooklyn, and chief surgeon from 1906 to 1918. 
He also served as consulting surgeon at St. Christ- 
opher’s Hospital. In 1808 he was in the service of 
the United States Army as surgeon in the 7th 
Army Corps, in Florida and Cuba, during the 
Spanish-American War. 

Dr. Warbasse has rendered appreciated and 
valued services to the city of New York in vari-— 
ous capacities. He was an official of the Health 
Department from 1893 to 1903 and chief of the 
Bureau of Physical Examinations of the Civil 
Service Commission of New York City from 1903 
to 1913. He has served as president of the Brook- 
lyn Surgical Society, of the Associated Physicians 
of Long Island, and of other organizations. He 
was editor of the “New York State Journal of 
Medicine” from 1906 to 1908. He is the author of 
more than one hundred original published mono- 
graphs on surgical subjects, which he brought out 
between 1893 and 1917. He is also the author of 
the following medical books: “Doctors of Samuel 
Johnson” (1907); “Medical Sociology” (1909) ; 
“Operations on Bones and Joints” (1909); “The 
Conquest of Disease” (1910) ; and “Surgical Treat- 
ment” (3 Vols., 1918). 

“Surgical Treatment,” Dr. Warbasse’s supreme 
literary work, is one of the most comprehensive 
treatises on this subject. Its writing consumed ten 
years, and the work embraces the rich experience 
of twenty-five years of active surgical hospital 
practice. The three volumes have nearly 3,000 
pages, with 2,500 original illustrations. This work 
contains more new material of an original char- 
acter, surgical methods, and devices than any sur- 
gical work ever before written in the English 
language by any one surgeon. Its large sale has 
carried the work throughout this country, and into 
Europe, China, Japan, Australia, South Africa, 
and South America. Foremost in the mind of the 
author in the development of this treatise was the 
surgical patient. He dedicated the work “to Thuse 
who Suffer from Surgical Diseases and Injuries, 
with the Hope that Science, Skill, and Kindness 
May be Brought to Their Aid.” The first para- 
graph of the author’s preface reads: “This work 
has been written in the interest of the surgical 
patient. The object has been to place in the hands 
of the surgeon the means of rendering help in 
every surgical condition under all circumstances. 
The aim has been to make this information easily 
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accessible, and its application practical.” Dr. War- 
basse determined to retire from surgery before the 
strenuous exertions attending surgical practice 
could end his life, as he had seen it destroy so 
many of his colleagues. He gradually relinquished 
his surgical practice while writing his famous 
work, “Surgical Treatment,” and turned over his 
practice to his assistants and associates. By 1918 
he had severed his connection with his hospitals 
and resigned from most of the scientific societies 
of which he had been a member. This action was 
facilitated by the fact that Dr. Warbasse would 
have nothing to do with the World War; conse- 
quently he was dismissed by the patriotic member- 
ship from a number of scientific bodies. Thus he 
ended his connection with his surgical profession, 
although for the sake of sentiment he continues 
as a Fellow of the American Medical Association 
and Fellow of the American College of Surgeons. 

Dr. Warbasse has always been interested in 
economic and social questions. Out of large ex- 
perience among the poor of New York City, he 
developed a concern for the solution of the prob- 
lems of poverty and social injustices. Much of 
the leisure time at his command during the fifteen 
last years of his surgical practice he devoted to 
the study of reform and radical movements, with 
whose deficiencies he became acquainted by direct 
contact. The codperative movement, to which he 
now gives his attention, is steadily growing. The 
national unions of the codperative societies in 
thirty-six countries are federated into the Inter- 
national Codperative Alliance, with 100,000 societies 
and 50,000,000 members. Dr. Warbasse is a mem- 
ber of the Central Committee of this great organi- 
zation. Of its official American magazine, “Co- 
operation,” Dr. Warbasse is the editor. Through 
close contact with the movement, he has made ex- 
tensive study and lecture tours on the subject of 
cooperation in this country and Europe. 

In 1915, he entered with zeal into the organiza- 
tion of the Codperative League of the United 
States, which has become the national federation 
of codperative societies of this country. He has 
been president of the Codperative League since its 
incorporation in 1916. As a student of the co- 
operative movement up to the present time, he has 
traveled in twenty-three different countries and 
has visited every State in the Union. As a member 
of the Central Committee of the International Co- 
operative Alliance, he is required to be in Europe 
at least twice every year. He has been a delegate 
to the last three International Congresses of the 
Alliance at Basel, Ghent, and Stockholm. 


In 1923, Dr. Warbasse published his “Coépera- 
tive Democracy” (MacMillan Co.). The second 
edition appeared in 1927. This book is now ac- 
cepted as the authoritative work on the subject. 
It is widely used in the American colleges and 
universities, and has been translated into several 
other languages, being also used in many European 
universities. His latest book, “The Meaning of 
Codperation,” was published in 1927. In recent 
years Dr. Warbasse has given much of his time to 
lecturing in codperation. He has accepted invita- 
tions to give courses of lectures in most of our 
important colleges and universities, from the Uni- 
versity of Maine to the University of California, 
and from the University of Minnesota to the Uni- 
versity of Arizona. Dr. Warbasse has lectured on 
this subject also in England, Switzerland, Den- 
mark, Germany, Austria, Czecho-Slovakia, and 
Russia. His name has also come prominently to 
the front through his articles in many magazines, 
in many countries. For ten years past he has 
delivered lectures before a great variety of organi- 
zations representing every conceivable interest, 
such as trade unions, bankers’ associations, national 
congresses, Rotary clubs, churches, farmers’ con- 
ventions, teachers’ associations, striking workers, 
merchants’ associations, and forums. 

Dr. Warbasse married, in 1903, Agnes Dyer, of 
New York, only daughter of Henry K. Dyer, 
president of the Dennison Manufacturing Company. 
They are the parents of six children: 1. Henry 
Dyer, born in 10904, a successful ranchman in 
Arizona; married, in 1926, Christine Tuthill, daugh- 
ter of Dr. A. M. Tuthill of Phoenix, Arizona. 2. 
Agnes, born in 1905, a student at Columbia Uni- 
versity. 3. James Peter, Jr., born in 1906, a student 
at Yale University. 4. Richard Northrup, born in 
1908, a student at Amherst College. 5. Eric, born in 
1911. 6. Vera, born in 1912. The two last-named 
children are in preparatory schools. Mrs. Warbasse 
is president of the Civitas Club of New York, and 
educational secretary of the Codperative League. 
She is a well-known writer, lecturer, and executive, 
making a specialty of the problems of housing and 
education. She is also gifted as a musician. 

Dr. Warbasse and his wife lead full and busy 
lives in connection with their educational work, 
which requires much travelling on their part; but 
they hold a lively interest in their children, whose 
comrades they are in the enjoyment of their recrea- 
tions. For this reason they keep up their athletic 
activities—sailing, swimming, tennis, horseback rid- 
ing, skating, and skiing. Dr. Warbasse is a well- 
known skiier in the Adirondacks, a member of the 
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Norsemen Ski Club; and his children are among 
the trophy winners in the winter sports at the Lake 
Placid Club. The children often accompany their 
parents on European trips; three of them travelled 
as far as Moscow, Russia, in 1924; and in 1925 all 
six of the children lived with their parents at Bad 
Schachen, Bavaria, on the shore of Lake Constance. 
The family has its town house in Brooklyn, New 
York, and its summer home, “Gladheim,” at Woods 
Hole, Cape Cod, Massachusetts. 


HERBERT NORTHRUP WARBASSE—It 
remained for a member of the well-known Wra- 
basse family, as represented by Herbert Northrup 
Warbasse, a native of New Jersey, and fong a 
resident of Brooklyn, New York, to add to its 
distinction in the profession of the law. Heredity 
as exhibited in the preceding generations has gen- 
erously bestowed scholastic and other gifts upon 
this member of the Warbasse family in common 
with others in his generation. Ancient ancestors 
of Mr. Warbasse on the paternal side helped lay 
the foundation of the New Jersey commonwealth, 
and an early forebear on the maternal side was one 
of the colonial settlers of New England. Mr. 
Warbasse has distinguished himself and reflected 
credit on his profession as a contributor to its liter- 
ature, as a law officer of his county (Kings, New 
York) and as a private practitioner. 

Born in Newton, New Jersey, Herbert North- 
tup Warbasse is a son of Joseph Warbasse (gq. 
v.) and Harriet Delphine (Northrup) Warbasse. 
Having attended the Newton Public School and 
taken his preparatory course at the Newton Col- 
legiate Institute, he matriculated at Lafayette 
College, from which he was graduated with the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts in the class of 1900. 
In his college years he exhibited marked talent for 
literary production, being a member of the edi- 
torial staff of “The Lafayette,’ and a member of 
the Washington Hall Literary Society. At the 
1900 commencement exercises at Lafayette College 
he was selected by his class to give the “Fence 
Oration” for the class of 1900. He is a member 
of the Theta Delta Chi inter-collegiate fraternity. 
When he lived in Newton and was a pupil at the 
public school there, he competed for the prize 
offered by the “Sussex Independent,” and open to 
all public school pupils in Sussex County, for the 
best article on “The Press,” To Mr. Warbasse 
was awarded the first gold prize. From Lafayette 
College he went to the New York Law School, 
from which he received his degree of Bachelor of 


Laws on his graduation in the class of 1902. In 
the same year also Lafayette College honored him 
with the degree of Master of Arts. 

Mr. Warbasse was admitted to the bar of the 
State of New York in 1902. Thereafter he became 
a member of the editorial staff of the American 
and English Encyclopedia of Law. In 1903 he 
began to be engaged in active litigated practice in 
both State and Federal courts, principally in the 
borough of Brooklyn, New York City, and has 
been so engaged to the present time with remark- 
able success. For ten years he was a member of 
the professional staff of the district attorney for 
Kings County, Brooklyn, New York, where he 
held the position of Chief Assistant District At- 
torney. This position he resigned in 1922 to resume 
his private practice. He enjoys high standing 
among his professional brethren. 

His fraternal affiliation is with Montauk Lodge, 
No. 286, Free and Accepted Masons. He is a 
member of the Crescent Athletic Club, Brooklyn, 
and the St. Albans Golf Club, Long Island. He 
is also a member of the American Bar Associa- 
tion, the New York State Bar Association, and 
the Brooklyn Bar Association. When residing in 
Newton, New Jersey, Mr. Warbasse was a mem- 
ber and communicant of the Newton Presbyterian 
Church, in which church he continues to retain 
his membership. 

Herbert N. Warbasse married, in 1912, Bertha 
T. Bradley, a graduate of the University of Cali- 
fornia, and a daughter of Professor and Mrs. Cor- 
nelius B. Bradley, of Berkeley, California. After 
her death, Mr. Warbasse, in 1922, married Jessie 
W. Birdsall, a Vassar girl, daughter of Dr. and 
Mrs. William G. Birdsall of Beacon, New York. 


SAMUEL WARBASSE—Prominent among 
those who have long been associated with the civic, 
social and business life of Sussex County is Sam- 
uel Warbasse, who is sometimes spoken of as “the 
Grand Old Man” of Sussex County. For more 
than half a century he was actively engaged in 
tilling those portions of his wide acres that: were 
not devoted to dairying, and now, as the shadows 
grow long on the western slope of his well-spent 
life he is enjoying the years of leisure and freedom 
from responsibility which he has so well earned. 
Reared in the moral atmosphere that pervaded that 
community, he has held fast to his early ideals 
through the years, and has realized in his daily life 
the highest and best that fall to the lot of man—a 
character of sound integrity, unassuming, gentle 
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and modest, but rich in the graces of the spirit and 
in that broad toleration which sees good in all 
and permits him to be a “friend of all mankind.” 

Mr. Warbasse is a descendant of one of the very 
old families which traces its ancestry back for 
more than 200 years in this country, his progenitors 
being among the founders of the Moravian organ- 
izations in Bethlehem and in Nazareth, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Samuel Warbasse, son of James Ryerson and 
Anna (Tuttle) Warbasse, was born in Indepen- 
dence Township, Warren County, New Jersey, 
January 3, 1841. His earliest training was re- 
ceived in the public schools of his native district, 
and when his course there was completed, he con- 
tinued his studies in the Collegiate Institute at 
Newton, New Jersey. For a year after the com- 
pletion of his course in the institute he was en- 
gaged in teaching, but as his mother by this time 
owned and was living upon the homestead farm in 
Lafayette Township, known as the “Eden Farm,” 
he remained at home the following year in order 
that he might relieve her of the burden of the 
farm management. There he continued to devote 
his time to the conduct of the extensive acreage 
until the outbreak of the Civil War. 

Having no desire for military fame, Samuel 
Warbasse did not enlist on President Lincoln’s first 
call, that for 75,000 volunteers. But when the 
President’s call came for 300,000 more, he en- 
listed, on or about September 1, 1861, in Company 
M, Halsted Cavalry, which was mustered into the 
United States service as an independent regiment, 
on the authority of Simon Cameron, then Lincoln’s 
Secretary of War. Company M completed the 
regiment and was added to the main body October 
6, 1861. Under the régime of camp life and fare 
he soon added twenty pounds to his weight. About 
the middle of December, 1861, he was stricken with 
typhoid fever, and his life was despaired of. A 
comrade had engaged the services of an undertaker 
in Alexandria, Virginia, to prepare the body for 
shipment home when the end should have come, 
but much to the surprise and gratification of his 
friends, he passed the crisis of the disease favor- 
ably, and this was followed by rapid improvement, 
so that when his mother, accompanied by one of 
his older brothers, appeared at the camp they 
found him standing on his feet. He was given a 
thirty-days’ leave, and at its expiration reported 
for duty. On appearing before the surgeon the 
latter informed him that he had symptoms of 
measles. He was sent outside the camp to a hos- 
pital, where he made a quick recovery, and soon 
was allowed to return to his company. 


“But great changes had taken place,” said Lieu- 
tenant Warbasse, recounting some of the outstand- 
ing incidents of his regiment’s career. “The regi- 
ment had been accepted by New Jersey as a part of 
her quota of the new call for 300,000 volunteers to 
serve for three years unless sooner discharged. 
Colonel Halsted had been mustered out of service 
and Sir Percy Wyndham had been commissioned 
as colonel by Governor Olden. This newcomer 
was an Englishman by descent, had been a colonel 
in the Sardinian service and was a member of the 
Military Order of Savoy. The officers who had 
been clamoring for a change looked at one another 
with raised eyebrows and ‘swallowed their medi- 
cine like the brave men they were.’ Lieutenant 
Warbasse viewed the situation from a practical 
standpoint. This new man was a native of Eng- 
land, which country, or at least its governing class, 
to which the colonel belonged, was doing what it 
could without endangering the so-called ‘friendly 
relations’ with the United States, to aid the rebels. 
It would, therefore be reasonable to presume that 
if the colonei had any preference, it would be for 
the rebel side. The most charitable view was 
that he was indifferent, which would indicate that 
he was an adventurer seeking military fame, which 
must be gained at the expense of the men under 
his command, who had real enthusiasm for the 
cause. In other words, his men would be fighting 
under a terrible handicap of doubt and uncertainty. 

“This conclusion, when joined to his own knowl- 
edge of lack of strength when taxed beyond what 
was needed in the comparatively light duties of the 
camp turned the balance in favor of retiring from 
the military service, but not from the cause for 
which the army was contending. His resignation 
was promptly accepted, for there was an appli- 
cant awaiting the expected vacancy, and on April 
11, 1862, he was given an honorable discharge. 
After a short period of rest at home he consulted 
Dr. Stuart, of Newton, who was his physician 
during convalescence from typhoid fever. The 
doctor told him: ‘I can probably relieve you of 
the tired feeling you complain of if I can get your 
liver to help a little. Your throat trouble is a 
more serious matter.’ He advised him to dismiss 
the idea of returning to military service until the 
lapse of at least one year, which time should be 
spent at some light employment in the open air. 
This advice pointed directly to resumption of life 
on the farm. 

“That the title of ‘Adventurer,’ conferred on 
Colonel Wyndham by Lieutenant Warbasse was 
deserved at that time, was confirmed about the 
middle of the following month of June when 
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Colonel Wyndham was placed under arrest, charged 
with treason. But as the government probably 
needed his valuable services much more than it 
needed him asia prisoner, he was soon sent back 
to his command and thereafter his loyalty and de- 
votion to the Union cause was unquestioned.” 

We here drop the military title and say that 
Mr. Warbasse arranged his daily life on the plan 
outlined by his medical adviser. The abrupt divi- 
sion of the Nation into two hostile sections; the 
stopping of the interchange of their respective 
productions caused more suffering in the South 
than in the North. Here the most keenly felt want 
was cotton, and next to cotton was sugar. A great 
effort was made to grow and utilize flax as a sub- 
stitute for cotton. Chinese sorghum, a hardy va- 
riety of sugar cane, was also grown on Eden Farm 
during the first two years of the war. 

When Mr. Warbasse’s political and other friends 
learned of his condition and of his intention of re- 
turning to the army when strong enough, he was 
told to dismiss that idea and to interest himself at 
growing food and forage for the army while under 
the doctor’s care. “Besides, we need your vote and 
influence in helping to bring this great struggle to 
a successful conclusion,” which came in the spring 
of 1865. The years immediately following the 
war were turbulent politically, and some grave mis- 
takes were made in legislation. Mr. Warbasse did 
as his friends desired him to do. He served for 
many years as a member and chairman of the town- 
ship committee, town treasurer, followed by a long 
term as collector of taxes and custodian of the 
school fund, and for a short term as a member of 
the County Board of Chosen Freeholders. Hie was 
also urged to accept a nomination as a member of 
the New Jersey Legislature, which nomination he 
respectfully declined, having no more desire for 
political honors than he had for military fame. 
He early in life adopted this rule for right living: 
“Be temperate in all things—in eating, drinking, 
language, work and recreation.” While his ob- 
servance of this rule may not at all times have been 
perfect, nevertheless he believes it has helped very 
much to prolong his life beyond the traditional 
three score and ten years. Although his early 
years were passed under the moral influence of the 
Society of Friends and he admired many of the 
individual members for their devotion to the prin- 
ciples of right and justice, he never believed in 
their doctrine of non-resistance. He regarded it 
as contrary to human nature, and that if it was 
consistently maintained would ultimately be the 
undoing of any individual, sect or Nation that 
adopted it. This idea was more fully dwelt upon 
in a written address before the Sussex County 


Historical Society June 8, 1908 concerning the 
Quakers in counties of Sussex and Warren; title 
of address: “Early History of the Quaker Set- 
tlement and an Historical Account of the Life of 
George Fox, the Founder of the Society of Friends 
in this Section.” 

After a period of recuperation Samuel Warbasse 
was enabled to resume his work on the ancestral 
farm. Following the death of his mother, he took 
over the farm, which he continued to operate for 
the rest of his active career, and upon which he 1s 
now spending the peaceful years of his retire- 
ment from active responsibility. He gave special 
attention to dairying, along with the production of 
general farm crops, and has long been recognized 
as a successful agriculturists and expert dairyman. 
The farm is not so large as it was when Mr. War- 


‘basse first took charge, as the building of a rail- 


road through its limits necessitated the sale of 
sixty-five acres, which reduced the tract to 170 
acres. 

Throughout his career Mr. Warbasse has been 
deeply interested in the advancement of the edu- 
cational advantages of the district in which he re- 
sides, and he has served as a member of the School 
Board for many years. He is a member of the 
local Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, has been town 
treasurer, town committeeman, collector and free- 
holder, and has always been actively interested in 
all projects which have seemed to him to be well 
planned for the advancement of the general wel- 
fare. His friends are legion, and he is one of 
those rare characters of whom it may truthfully 
be said that he “stands four-square to every wind 
that blows.” Earnest, sincere, steadily conform- 
ing to the highest principles of ethical and moral 
conduct in human affairs, he is known and loved 
by a very wide circle. 

Samuel Warbasse married, November 12, 1863, 
Emma C. Northrup, born in Hampton Township, 
November 3, 1840, died at the Warbasse home- 
stead, Lafayette, Sussex County, October 30, 1918, 
her interment taking place on her seventy-eighth 
birthday. She was a daughter of Peter and Sarah 
Ann (Struble) Northrup. 

Samuel and Emma C. (Northrup) Warbasse 
became the parents of four children: 1. Catherine, 
died in February, 1922, aged fifty-five years; mar- 
ried W. H. Staley. 2. Emma N., who is her 
father’s companion on the homestead farm. 3. James, 
died in April, 1920; married Nell G. Schuyler. 
He was the founder of the “Glover Trade Journal,” 
of Gloversville, New York, where he died. To 
them were born two daughters, Dorothy S. and 
Beatrice N. 4. Justin, who resides in New York 
City; married Jessie Brandreth Cook. 
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JOSEPH HILL—A long and active career 
is that of the late Joseph Hill, who first as school- 
master, then as successful merchant, still later as 
public official, and always as progressive citizen 
and genial associate, was actively identified with 
the life of Sussex County for more than sixty 
years. His death at the age of eighty-six years 
closed a life of successful and honorable achieve- 
ment. Whatever enterprise he undertook he gave 
to his task a whole-souled devotion which could 
not fail to achieve results, and in all the various 
fields of activity in which he engaged he won the 
respect of his associates. 

Mr. Hill was a descendant of a very old family 
which traced its descent from James Hill, who 
came to this country from England about 1682, the 
line descending through his son Joseph, who had 
a son Samuel, who had a son Jonathan, father of 
the subject of this sketch. Jonathan Hill married, 
November 16, 1818, Elizabeth Price, and they made 
their home on a farm near Huntsville, Sussex 
County, New Jersey. 

Elizabeth (Price) Hill was a daughter of Hon. 
Zachariah Price, of Frankfort, Sussex County, 
who was a great farmer, a man of vast business 
enterprises, one of the big producers of Sussex 
County, an owner of much land and very influ- 
ential and connected with the Quartermaster’s 
Department in the American Army in the War of 
Independence. Her uncle Francis was a captain in 
the American Army in the Revolutionary War, and 
her brother, Francis Price’s son, Rodman M. 
Price, was Governor of New Jersey and also was 
the first Governor of California. 

Elizabeth (Price) Hill died May 10, 1827, leav- 
ing the following children: 1. Mary, born August 
1, 1819, married Hon. Samuel H. Hunt. 2. Sam- 
uel, born 1821-22. 3. Joseph, of whom further. 

Jonathan Hill married (second) Joanna Price, 
his first wife’s sister, and to the second marriage 
the following children were born: 4. Joshua, 
born 1829-30. 5. Sarah Elizabeth, born in 1831 
and died in her youth. 6. Joanna, born September 
10, 1832, married Jacob L. Swayze, of Newton, 
New Jersey, and the children living of this union 
were: i. Francis Joseph, Harvard University, and 
Law School, admitted to the bar and practiced law 
in Newton, afterwards in Newark, where he still 
resides; married Louise Barrett, daughter of 
Myron and Emma (Ryerson) Barrett. Francis 
Joseph Swayze was appointed Supreme Court 
Justice of the State of New Jersey. ii. Mary 
Camelia, resides in New York City. iii: Henry 
Seward, learned the hardware business with his 


uncle, Joseph Hill, in Newton; married Minnie 
Rudd at Syracuse, New York, afterward resided 
at Stamford, Connecticut, and represents the Pru- 
dential Insurance Company of Newark in New 
York City. Children living: a. Francis Seward, 
Harvard University, married Hazel Blacklock, and 
they have one son, Lawrence Adams, born Febru- 
ary, 1927. b. Marion Adele, married Frederick 
B. Foster, Jr. c. Helen Swayze, graduate of 
Wheelock Kindergarten Training School, Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

Joseph Hill, son of Jonathan and Elizabeth 
(Price) Hill, was born on the homestead farm near 
Huntsville, Sussex County, New Jersey, December 
13, 1823, and died at his home on the Branchville 
Road, Newton, Sussex County, New Jersey, May 
20, 1910. He received his early education in those 
old schools known to so many of the residents of 
Sussex County, the schools of the Rev. Clarkson 
Dunn and Thomas Tasdale, or Tisdale, at New- 
ton, and-of William Rankin, of Deckertown. For 
a time he was engaged in teaching school, first at 
Springdale, and then at Brighton, but there was 
little prospect of adequate financial reward in the 
teaching profession in\ those days, and it was quite 
necessary that a young man who hoped to marry 
and rear a family should turn to some more lucra- 
tive pursuit. He therefore decided to engage in 
mercantile pursuits. For a time he clerked in the 
stores of Davis & Dildine, at Sparta, and of John 
Cummins, at Lafayette. Later, during the period 
just preceding, and at the time of the building of 
the first railroads in the country, he conducted a 
general store at Huntsville and at Andover. He 
also operated the gristmill and sawmill at Hunts- 
ville and afterwards the mills at Pleasant Valley. 
Being a man of ability and possessed of courage, 
initiative and resourcefulness, he early won the 
confidence of his associates, and when the Civil 
War broke out he was appointed to go South on an 
important and dangerous mission, which required 
the exercise of those qualities in full measure, as 
well as the highest degree of integrity. 

Mr. Hill had always cherished the ambition to 
become proprietor of a well established business 
of his own, and in 1876 he formed a partnership 
with his brother-in-law, the late Jacob L. Law- 
rence, and purchased the old established hardware 
and seed business of Job Woodruff, of Newton. 
This partnership was maintained until 1891, when 
Mr. Hill purchased the interest of Mr. Lawrence, 
and admitted to partnership his salesman, William 
F. Howell. The new firm continued to operate a 
steadily increasing business until 1897, when Mr. 
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Hill retired from business in order that he might 
enjoy some years of well earned leisure during the 
closing period of his life. Those years of freedom 
from business responsibility extended through a 
period of thirteen years, and during that time the 
familiar faces of the friends of his younger days 
often brightened his hours, while the memories of 
crowded well-spent years brought their own last- 
ing joys. Some years previous to his death he was 
appointed and served as collector of taxes for Sus- 
sex County, and to this public service he brought 
the same colorful attention and the same high 
integrity that had marked all his activities through 
his long career. 

Joseph Hill married, at the old Lawrence farm 
homestead in Byram Township, Sussex. County, 
New Jersey, Amanda Lawrence, daughter of Abra- 
ham and Ann (Dixon) Lawrence, and they became 
the parents of the following children: 1. Josephine, 
who died in infancy. 2. Annie Caroline, who 
resides on the homestead farm and conducts a 
modern dairy. The farm is kept in an excellent 
state of cultivation and is one of the conspicuously 
model farms of the vicinity of Newton. 3. Mary 
Price, who resides in Brooklyn, New York, and 
spends much time in travel. 4. Joanna, who was a 
noted and successful Sunday School teacher, as 
well as school teacher; as the latter she was associ- 
ated with Captain Joel Wilson and his esteemed 
wife, principals of the Newton Academy, formerly 
the Newton Collegiate Institute, until she retired 
to the old homestead farm in Newton with her 
sister Annie; died June 11, 1920. 5. Grace, mar- 
ried Charles S. Warbasse, a sketch of whom is 
found before. 

(Lawrence Line). 


Mrs. Joseph Hill, daughter of Abraham and 
Ann (Dixon) Lawrence, is a descendant on the 
paternal side of John Lawrence, who, with others, 
fled from Germany during the religious persecu- 
tions which followed the Reformation, and found 
temporary refuge in England, where Queen Eliza- 
beth befriended them, and granted them a tract of 
land at Elizabeth, New Jersey. John Lawrence 
built a gristmill at Elizabeth, where he ground the 
grain of the settlers of the surrounding region, 
who brought their grain in bags on horseback. He 
married, in England, it is said, Lady Mary Town- 
ley. -A descendant of theirs was Daniel Lawrence, 
grandfather of Mrs. Hill. 

Daniel Lawrence was probably born in German 
Valley, between Hackettstown and Elizabeth. He 
was a farmer and, as was the custom of the time, 
he also worked at a trade, the trade of black- 


smith. During the Revolutionary War he was one 
of the militia, whose duty it was to guard the 
coast and keep a lookout for British men-of-war. 
It is related that at one time while standing sentry 
on the beach, a British man-of-war in the harbor 
sent a boat load of men toward the shore. Daniel 
Lawrence fired into the boat load of men and the 
soldiers in camp came rushing down with drums 
beating and bugles blowing, but the redcoats had 
fled back to the ship, and no landing was made at 
that point. Daniel Lawrence married Charity 
Mills, who came from Long Island, and belonged 
to a family of Quakers, whom she displeased by 
marrying out of her church. She later became a 
Baptist. It is related that one day a Baptist min- 
ister, riding on horseback through the country, 
happened to stop at Daniel Lawrence’s home, 
where he was entertained at dinner. After dinner 
he took the little girl of the family on his knee, 
took out his hymn book and sang a hymn and 
made a prayer. Charity (Mills) Lawrence, who 
had never before heard a hymn sung, was delighted. 
It was arranged that services should be held in the 
house, and the minister gave her his hymn book, 
whereupon she committed the hymns to memory 
and, it is said, became a beautiful singer. When 
the minister returned, she and her husband were 
baptized into the Baptist faith. Daniel and Charity 
(Mills) Lawrence were the parents of the follow- 
ing children: 1. Elizabeth, married Dr. Bell, and 
purchased land near Pittsburgh. 2. Annie, mar- 
ried Job Loder. 3. Jacob, married Jane Guerrin, 
and had ten children. 4. John, married Annie Bell, 
went West, and had eight children, and gave to 
each of them a farm. 5. Abraham, or Abram, of 
whom further. 6. Lidia, married George Soverline. 
7. Mary, married Morris Souverline. 8. Margaret, 
married Samuel Andreis, and had a daughter 
Charlotte, who married William Dutcher. 9. 
Charity, married Samuel Tisdale, and had four 
children. 10. Phebe, married John Loder, and had 
two children, 

Abram, or Abraham Lawrence, son of Daniel 
and Charity (Mills) Lawrence, was born July 26, 
1780, and died in February, 1865. After his mar- 
riage he rented the farm of Sarah Dixon, with 
whom Abram’s wife Ann had lived in Byram 
Township, and later it was willed to Ann Dixon 
Lawrence. Abram Lawrence was a_ successful 
farmer and improved the farm, building the stone 
house in which they lived. He is on record as an. 
honest man of fine business ability, who had the 
confidence of his neighbors and who did a great 
deal for the Methodist Church and for the poor. 
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He served as justice of the peace, as tax collector, 
and held other local offices. He was married to 
Ann Dixon, November 28, 1810, Rev. Thomas Tis- 
dale of Hamburg, officiating. She was born in 
Yorkshire, England, April 26, 1783, and died 
January 27, 1859, daughter of Michael and Annie 
(Frogley) Dixon. Ann Dixon came to this 
country with her brother Michael when she was 
ten years of age. They came in a sailing vessel 
which was seven weeks and three days crossing. 
Michael Dixon, upon the advice of Rev. Thomas 
Tisdale, a Baptist minister in Sparta, purchased 
land in Byram Township, Sussex County, and in- 
creased his holdings until he had a farm of 250 
acres. After his death, Ann Dixon went to New 
York City with his widow. They rented rooms of 
an English friend, Mrs. Rushton, and Ann secured 
a position with a straw and fur hat concern in 
Maiden Lane, New York City, where for three 
years she served as clerk and also trimmed hats. 
She attended also to most of the business of the 
farm for her sister-in-law during this time, and 
kept thoroughly in touch with everything con- 
nected with it. After about three years they re- 
turned to the farm and Ann was married to Abram 
Lawrence and they lived on the farm, the widow of 
Michael living in a small house on the place. Ann 
(Dixon) Lawrence’s funeral sermon was preached 
by Rev. Ocom H. Bellows, who used as his text, 
Rev. 14:13. 

Abram Lawrence and Ann (Dixon) Lawrence 
were the parents of the following children: 1. 
Sarah Ann, married Mahlon Dickerson, and had 
nine children, the first of whom died in infancy. 
ii, Ann Augusta, resided in Jersey City for many 
years, now deceased. iii. Lawrence, deceased. iv. 
Phebe Caroline, died at the age of eighteen years. 
vy. Marion, died at the age of fifteen. vi. Mahlon, 
resides in Illinois. vii. Edith, resided in Jersey 
City for many years, now deceased. viii. Amanda, 
deceased. ix. Hannah Estelle, deceased. 2. Mich- 
ael, married Lidia Leport, and they have three 
children: i. John, who was express agent during 
the Civil War; drowned in the Mississippi River 
or Mobile Bay. ii. Mary, married Edward Maine, 
and had two children; Abbie and Lizzie. 3. John 
Morris, married Hester Edwards, and they had 
four children: i. William Timpson, married Alice 
Taylor. ii. Ellen Mills, married John Bourne. 
iii, Frank. iv. John Edwards. 4. Jacob Loder, 
married Annie Snyder, and had three children: i. 
Frederick William; married Josephine Ward and 
had four children: Mabel, Jessie Ward, Frederick 
Jacob, and Charlotte Ward. ii. George Seymour, 


married Minnie Wilson, and had a _ daughter, 
Dorothy. iii. Harry Ryerson, married Lucy 
Wright, and had two sons, George S. and Harry 
Ryerson, Jr. 5. Caroline Hannah, married Wil- 
liam Horton Pinckney, and had eight children, 
four of whom died in infancy, the others being 
Anne Eliza, of Newton; William Irving, who mar- 
ried Alice Bunnell, and has children, Dorothy 
and William; John Lawrence, married Minnie 
Drake, and has two daughters, Hope, now deceased, 
and Sarah Northrup; Lillian, who died at the 
age of twenty-six years. 6. Amanda, who mar- 
ried Joseph Hill, the subject of this biography. 

Frederick W. Lawrence of Sussex is the proud 
possessor of one of the first Bibles ever printed in 
America. There are Bibles which have been 
printed long before 1743, gotten up in the big offices 
of the Old World. But in the humble village of 
Germantown, now a part of Philadelphia, an en- 
terprising printer as early as 1739 started a news- 
paper, the “Germantown Gazette.” He made his 
own types and ink (Watson’s Annals of Phila- 
delphia, Vol. II, p. 36), and in 1743 printed a 
quarto Bible, in German, the first in the United 
States, His name was C. Sauer, Jr., and it is one 
of his Bibles that is now owned by Mr. Lawrence. 
Being one of the first Bibles printed in America, 
is enough to make this book very valuable, but its 
value is greatly enhanced by the fact that it is a 
translation by Martin Luther. Being wholly 
printed in German few can read it unless German 
scholars. But enough of it is plainly legible to 
an English reader to sustain the remarkable story 
of its origin. It is particularly valuable to the 
Lawrence family as on the inside of the back 
cover is the written record of the family of Johan- 
nis Laurenz, the emigrant ancestor of his branch 
of the Lawrence family. Germantown was sold 
by William Penn in 1683 to Francis D. Pastorius. 
It was surveyed in 1684 and found to contain 5,700 
acres. Pastorius was agent for the Frankfort 
Land Company, and by the distribution of the 
land to the company made in 1689, among the 
thirteen members of the company we find that 
“Jan Laurens” received 535 acres. We reason 
from this that this Jan Laurens was the Johannis 
Laurenz of this Bible. 

The first entry in the family record translated 
reads: “I, Johannis Laurenz, bought this Bible for 
27 shillings in 1744.” As it was published in 
Germantown, he was probably a resident there at 
that time. It is a matter of record elsewhere that 
he came to New York with his family in 1710. 
He died in New Jersey. His will is on record in 
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Trenton, dated Peapack, July 12, 1745. Upon his 
arrival in New York, his wife, Anna Margaretta, 
was mentioned as thirty-nine years old; his chil- 
dren: Anna Elizabeth, fifteen; Magdalena, thir- 
teen; Anna Barbara, eleven; Alexander, one and 
one-half years. He no doubt ‘went almost directly 
to his Germantown lands. The old Bible transla- 
tions are that “I was born in 1661 married Anna 
Margaretta in 1691.” As noted, he bought the 
Bible in 1744, and must have been eighty-three 
years old at the time he wrote the record. It 
reads further of children: 


Ablonia baptized in Dec. 1692, godfather Johan- 
nis Worbeck. 

Anna Elizabeth, born March 6th, 1605, baptized 
March 8th, 1695, godfather Felder Slenderwine. 

Magdalena or Matilda, born in 1607, baptized 
January 28th, 1698, godfather Martin Esterbein. 

Anna Barbara, born in September 1699, baptized 
September 3rd, 1700, godfather Philip Dyel. 

Alexander, born in 1708, baptized August 6th, 
1710, on the ship “Medford,” the ship master, 
Alexander Austin, godfather. 

Daniel, born December 13th, 1713, godfather, 
Daniel Shoemaker. (The foregoing Daniel, first 
of the children born in this country, was evidently 
born in Philadelphia or Germantown, because Dan- 
iel Shoemaker was one of the residents there.) 

John, baptized February 15th, 1716, godfather 
Johannes Peter. 


According to Chambers’ records, Anna Eliza- 
beth married a Kealer or Keller; Magdalin mar- 
ried Johannes Moore, of Readington; it is thought 
Caroline or Barbara married a Bescherer; Alex- 
ander went to North Carolina; Daniel went to 
Peapack, New Jersey, with his father; John went 
to North Carolina. 

Daniel Laurentz of Peapack settled in Morris 
County, near Dover, and married, July 0, 1760, 
Charity Mills. They had nine or ten children. 
With most of his family he removed to Canada 
and probably to England. Their third son, Abra- 
ham, settled within four miles of Sparta in Byram 
Township, Sussex County, where he married Ann 
Dickson, an English lady. They had six children: 
Sarah, married Mahlon Dickerson; Dickson, mar- 
ried Laura Leport; John, married Hester Edwards; 
Jacob married Annie Snyder; Caroline married 
William Pinckney; Amanda married Joseph Hill. 
It is interesting to note that Annie Snyder traces 
her ancestry to one Jacob Snyder, an early settler 
of Germantown, who lived to the age of ninety- 
seven. Of them Jacob and Annie (Snyder) Law- 
rence finally settled in Deckertown, where they 
died, leaving children: George S., now of Butler; 
Fred W., and Harry, now of Sussex, Sussex 
County, New Jersey. 


This old Bible, in 1767, was in the care of a 
Jacob Lawrence, Ist, and later in the care of Mrs. 
John M. Lawrence in Brooklyn, New York. Her 
husband was for a time in ownership with Jacob, 
2d, of vessels plying New York Harbor, and Fred. 
W. Lawrence of this borough has a number of bills 
of sale for shares in vessels from John to his 
father Jacob 2d, which are valuable reminders of 
the commercial navigation business of three 
quarters of a century ago. 


WILLARD WALKER CUTLER, Judge of 
the Circuit Court of New Jersey, and a citizen of 
Morristown and of the State, of whose widely 
appreciated worth and prominence this brief bio- 
graphical sketch is but one recognition, was born 
at Morristown on November 3, 1856. The place of 
his birth was the Cutler homestead, still standing 
and numbered 15 Cutler Street. His father was the 
Hon. Augustus W. Cutler, and his mother was Julia 
R. (Walker) Cutler, a native of Albany, New York. 
Back of this immediate parentage ran respectively 
direct lines of descent as far as John and Priscilla 
Alden of the “Mayflower,” and Peregrine White, the 
first child of the Pilgrims born in New England. 
With such a background, maintained in character by 
intervening generations of good and_ patriotic 
citizens, he began his life and career, through it all 
keeping the family faith and tradition. Advan- 
tages of birth may indeed be but an accident, but 
to confirm one’s heritages by a distinguished career 
is an achievement. Judge Cutler handed along the 
family torch undimmed. 

Boyhood in Morristown in the atmosphere of 
refinement and religion has been, and probably is 
today, a life of happy privilege. The opportunity 
to enjoy youthful sport, to fish, to hunt, to drive, 
and intimately to know in social and church life 
his generation and his fellow citizens, were some of 
his early advantages. To these were added home 
life with cultured parents and his two brothers, 
Condict Walker and F rederick Walker, and all 
that comparative wealth could justly afford for his 
protection and education. The town itself was a 
part of those early advantages; the village green 
with its memories of Revolutionary War days, and 
its many stirring scenes of all the past. Here had 
been from early times the center of Morris County, 
with its historic jail, its court house and its far- 
famed Arnold’s Tavern. The Ford mansion, once 
the headquarters of General Washington, in the 
preservation of which as a historical shrine he 
afterward was to have a commanding part, was 
also a force in his early impressions. Such atmos- 
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phere played its part in forming the character of 
this thoughtful and impressionable boy. 

Then came school days, and Willard Cutler was 
an attendant at the Morristown “Academy.” For 
him it was the only logical place to go. It was a 
school of age and distinction. With few breaks in 
its chain of continuity it had existed since 1792, and 
had given elementary training to many afterward 
distinguished men. The ancient edifice, erected in 
1792, and known as the Morris Academy, still stood 
in his boyhood, and was not torn down until he was 
twenty years of age. Its last preceptor was J. 
Henry Johnson, under whom Willard and _ his 
brothers studied. Among widely known educators 
who previously had been preceptors were Caleb 
Russell, the Morristown publisher, and Rev. Samuel 
Whelpley, author of the popular book, “Historical 
Compend.” 

Recognition of the manly and thoughtful char- 
acter of the lad who was to be a judge was early 
given. Among the many letters of sympathy writ- 
ten at his death were many allusions to his boyhood 
character. “I have known him since he was a 
boy,” said one, “before he had grown to manhood, 
and I remember ‘hearing Mr. Haven speak of him 
then as so conscientious and faithful in all his 
duties and so dependable always.” 

After the Morris Academy followed a period of 
years in the Morristown High School. 

Regarding this period light is shed through a let- 
ter recently received from Mrs. M. A. J. Bassett of 
Maryville, Tennessee. In it the writer says: “It 
is fifty years since for less than a school year I 
was Willard’s teacher in High School. He, his 
brothers and his parents, showed me unvarying 
kindness, and I assure you it was appreciated. A 
better boy could not be found. He was always 
dependable to the last degree. I treasure his 
memory.” Coming from persons widely separated 
geographically this repeated characterization “de- 
pendable,” is not only significant but is typical. It 
indicates the general impression. 

College days came on. At Rutgers matricula- 
tion took place in 1872. He remained until the 
Christmas holidays of his Junior year, and then 
began the study of law in the office of his father 
at Morristown. Haste did not bring him to this 
abbreviation of his course. He was greatly needed 
by his father, who, then entering upon his wider 
political career, was that year, 1874, elected to 
Congress. He knew his duty lay at Morristown to 
take charge there of the business of the law office. 
He always kept up his interest in Class of 1876, and 
often met at the reunions in New Brunswick. He 


was there at the fiftieth anniversary in 1926. One 
of his classmates subsequently wrote this apprecia- 
tion: “At our Class Re-union last June (1926) he 
seemed among the most vigorous of us all. Al- 
though his career in college was cut short it was a 
true foreshadowing of the career he was to carve 
out for himself in the larger world, for we all 
recognized his solid ability and his equally sub- 
stantial character.” Still another wrote: “As you 
well know, I have known him for over fifty years, 
and my appreciation of him and his character has 
grown steadily as the years have passed. It was 
only at our recent Re-union at Rutgers last June 
that he seemed in such fine health and spirits and 
entered into the occasion with so much vim that it 
is, indeed, hard to realize that the end has come.” 

Studying law under favorable circumstances, 
with his father’s office a legal center of Morris 
County, and his father distinguishing himself locally 
and in Congress, he prepared for his admission to 
the bar. At the November, 1878, term of the 
Supreme Court of New Jersey, he was admitted 
attorney, and at the same term, November, 1883, he 
was made counsellor. So well had he approved 
himself that upon the resignation of George W. 
Forsyth, he was appointed, in December, 1882, at 
the age of twenty-six, prosecutor of the Court of 
Common Pleas of Morris County, the honor com- 
ing from Governor George C. Ludlow. The fol- 
lowing January the Governor reappointed him for 
the full term of five years. Successively he re- 
ceived appointments for five year terms by Gov- 
ernor Robert S. Green in 1888 and Governor 
George T. Werts in 1893. He resigned in 1893 to 
accept appointment by Governor Werts as President 
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, which office 
he held until 1898. Then at the close of his term 
he resumed at Morristown the practice of law. 
During this period of his judicial life he was a dele- 
gate in 1896 to the Democratic Convention at 
Denver, which nominated William J. Bryan for 
President of the United States. 

Honoring are the tributes by many of his pro- 
fession who knew him intimately in these early 
judicial years. His unfailing courtesy and tire- 
less patience, his accessibility to those seeking 
advice, and his uniform kindness to all associated — 
with him, stand out in memory. When prosecutor 
he presented the case of James Treglown, indicted 
for murder, which trial was reported far and wide, 
and brought a just recognition of his talents. An 
old friend recalls also “the days when Willard 
was prosecutor and tried a case with Bob Ingersoll 
which was so wondrously reported in the ‘World’” 
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Of his public service as prosecutor Justice Samuel 
Kalisch of the Supreme Court of New Jersey elo- 
quently writes: “I first came in contact with him 
when he was Prosecutor of the Pleas for Morris 
County, in which important office he not only dis- 
tinguished himself by his native ability, perspicacity, 
legal acumen and strict devotion to the duties of 
his office, but also by the just and humane manner 
in which he performed those arduous and often 
times unpleasant duties. These admirable qualities 
of head and heart never deserted him but remained 
firmly ingrained in him, in the successive judicial 
offices, which it was his lot to fill in the service of 
the State, and until death put an end to his useful 
career.” 

Then intervened eighteen years of a life devoted 
to private, social and public affairs, in which his 
reputation as a lawyer, his prominence as a public- 
spirited citizen and his leadership in religious and 
patriotic service, won for him increased apprecia- 
tion. Years these in which he watched the educa- 
tion of his children and guided them toward their 
early careers and life work; and as a citizen con- 
scious of his civic and social responsibilities he bore 
his part in local affairs. 

His civic and other interests included active serv- 
ice and trusteeship in the Morristown Library, and 
the Morristown Green Association. He was a 
Free Mason, and reached distinguished degrees in 
the Craft, successively having been received into the 
historic Cincinnati Lodge, No. 3, of Morristown; 
Madison Chapter, Royal Arch Masons; and the 
Odo de St. Amand Chapter, Knights Templar. He 
was one of the founders of the Morristown Trust 
Company, and long its counsel, and was, during 
some twenty years, its vice-president. He was a 
life member of the New Jersey Historical Society, 
of the Woman’s Branch of which organization Mrs. 
Cutler, who survives him, has been for many years 
the president. 

For some years Judge Cutler was counsel for 
Morris County. He was special counsel for Mor- 
ristown during the litigation incident to the Costa 
sewer contract, handling the case for that town 
successfully. Among other interests he was direc- 
tor and counsel of the Children’s Home, a trustee 
of the Morristown Neighborhood House Associa- 
tion, and long a member of the Democratic State 
Committee. 

Among his activities was his membership and 
long official life in the Young Men’s Christian 
Association of Morristown, a relationship covering 
some fifty years and ending only at death. Writ- 
ing of this relationship Henry C. Pitney. Jr., a 
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friend of his boyhood, has this to say: “When, in 
1909, I undertook the office of Treasurer of the 
active fund, he was president of the Directors and 
was the directing head of the active work of the 
Association. He rendered this important service 
during the critical years 1910-1913, in which the 
headquarters of the Association moved from the 
old home on South Street to the new home on the 
hill. After this settlement was decided, Willard 
turned over the duties of active president to Dr. 
McAlpin and through the remainder of his life he 
served on the Board of Directors. His fine feeling, 
his instinct for practical service, and his truly 
Christian spirit made him an unfailing and reliable 
supporter in the vital work of preserving the prop- 
erty of the Association. As first an active director 
and second a conservative trustee, he has given the 
highest service to the Association, and all his asso- 
ciates of these memorable years will cherish his 
memory as that of a benefactor and friend.” Is it 
to be wondered at that the general secretary, 
Charles H. Nuttle. could write that compared with 
this outstanding leader, “Few men have devoted 
such ability with such unwearying faithfulness’? 

Judge Cutler’s relationship to the Washington 
Association of New Jersey makes a brilliant chap- 
ter in his life. This organization was formed in 
1874 for the purpose of preserving as a historic 
site the Ford Mansion of Morristown. which 
Washington occupied as his headuarters for more 
than six months during the Revolutionary War. 
Judge Cutler’s father, Augustus W. Cutler, was a 
charter member of the association, and at his 
death in 1897, his son inherited his stock and mem- 
bership. The atmosphere, however, of the organi- 
zation was not new and strange, for all his life he 
had been keenly aware of the historical associa- 
tions of the town, and through his father had been 
closely related to the Washington Association itself, 
attending its functions and interested in its prog- 
ress. He was, in 1904, appointed a member of the 
executive committee, and, in 1906, elected to the 
board of trustees. He was elected second vice- 
president in 1911, and first vice-president in 1913, 
which latter position he held until his death. It 
frequently became his duty and privilege to pre- 
side at the annual celebrations of Washington’s 
Birthday, and these honors he did with rare grace, 
courtesy, and geniality. He truly brought to his 
offices and activities in the association all that was 
demanded to conserve what was unique and of 
proved worth in its traditions. His good judgment, 
his executive ability, his interest in history, and his 
dignified and genial address eminently fitted him 
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for counsel and for public functions. He read at 
the annual gathering of February 22, 1900, a paper 
on “Morris County During the Revolution,” a 
sketch showing an intimate acquaintance with local 
history and great carefulness in preparing. It 
makes a real and lasting contribution to the accu- 
mulated material of the association. 

Perhaps nothing better than a set of dignified and 
warmly appreciative resolutions, signed by his col- 
leagues at his death, could reveal what he meant 
to the Washington Association. It follows: 


The Trustees of The Washington Association of 
New Jersey record with sorrow the death on De- 
cember 13, 1926, of Willard Walker Cutler. 

Mr. Cutler became a member of The Washing- 
ton Association as successor to his father, the 
Honorable Augustus W. Cutler; and was elected 
by the Trustees on November 5, 1807. 

His eminent character and his lively interest in 
the welfare and progress of the Association caused 
him to be selected and elected to the position of 
Trustee in June, 1906, as successor to Francis M. 
Tichenor. 

Mr. Cutler met the other Trustees regularly 
and performed all the duties of his office with zeal 
and efficiency. He was an intimate friend and 
faithful supporter of the Honorable Jonathan Wil- 
liam Roberts, who during the twenty-six years 
from 1887 to 1913 was the president of this Asso- 
ciation and of the Trustees and chairman of the 
Executive Committee, and by his strong and prac- 
tical character gave a powerful impetus to the life 
of the Association and multiplied its membership 
and set a permanent stamp upon its historic 
house and land. 

Under the lead of Mr. Roberts, Mr. Cutler was 
so active that in 1911, after the death of Doctor 
Stephen Pierson, he was chosen to be second vice- 
president; and when in 1913 Mr. Alfred Elmer 
Mills became the president, Mr. Cutler succeeded 
him in the position of first vice-president. 

Until judicial duties compelled Mr. Cutler’s 
absence, he regularly attended the quarterly meet- 
ing of the Trustees and the monthly meetings of 
the Executive Committee; and he took an active 
part in all the business of the Association. 

During recent years, in the absence of President 
Mills, Mr. Cutler, as vice-president, has presided 
in the annual celebrations of the birthday of Gen- 
eral Washington; has welcomed the members and 
their guests and introduced the orator of the occa- 
sion. His performance of this function has been 
gracious and happy. 

Willard W. Cutler had a strong and active fig- 
ure and personality, tall and lithe, straight, erect 
and alert, always ready for thought and action. 
He put extraordinary courage, vigor and industry 
into all his labors and undertakings. He was 
youthful, genial and cheerful in his manners and 
intercourse; and thus he gave inspiration to all 
young and aspiring men. 

He has been a courteous and attentive associate, 
a wise counselor, a prompt and successful execu- 
tive and a faithful friend. 


We shall miss him sorely in our councils and 
our formal meetings and our social gatherings and 
celebrations. 

He leaves in The Washington Association a 
name without reproach, a memory of the highest 
honor and a feeling of deep affection and regret in 
his associates. 

We tender to his wife and children our cordial 
sympathy. 

December 29, 1926. 

ALFRED ELMER MILLs, 
Henry C. PITNEy, Jr., 
James M. Howarp, 
PHILANDER B. PIERSON, 
Cuar.es M. Lum, 

FRANK BERGEN, 

Wynant D. VANDERPOOL. 


What Froude said of Gladstone, that “he lived a 
third life, the secret life of the soul,” applies 
equally as well to Judge Cutler. The spiritual 
heritage of some ten generations since “Mayflower” 
days was not dissipated. Uniting in his youth with 
the First Presbyterian Congregation, he removed 
from that relation with his parents to the South 
Street Presbyterian Church in 1876. In this 
church he long was an active worker, as a member 
of the official boards and as a teacher in the Bible 
school. When to most of the members of the 
South Street Church it was thought best to merge 
with the First Church he cordially favored the 
project. This merger was formally consummated 
by action of the Morris and Orange Presbytery 
on June 16, 1925. Judge Cutler, who had been 
both an elder, and the president of the board of 
trustees of the South Street Church, was elected 
president of the board of the combined congrega- 
tions, thenceforth to worship in the handsome build- 
ing of the First Church, again to be called the 
“Presbyterian Church in Morristown,” its ancient 
and original name. 

His work as a Bible school teacher, and his active 
support of the young people’s organizations of the 
church, endeared him to a wide circle. Many 
tributes expressive of the regard the younger people 
held for him have come in letters of sympathy. 
“His unfailing courtesy and kindness will be sadly 
missed everywhere in our community, and I know 
that especially among the young people of our 
church the loss of his always ready help and co- 
operation will be keenly felt,” is one comment; and 
another writes: “I know that the young people, of 
whom he seemed to have thought so much, will 
not soon forget him.” Before and since the merg- 
ing of the churches Judge Cutler had been the 
teacher of a men’s Bible class, known as “Class 
Forty-Five.” The following resolution in its own 
way adds its chapter to his biography: 
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Wuereas, it has pleased Almighty God, his 
Maker, to remove from us our teacher and friend, 
we, whose privilege it has been to sit under his 
teaching these several years past, are desirous of 
expressing our sympathy to his widow and family 
in their affliction. We also wish to express our 
appreciation of his devotion to our class and what 
this consecrated and untiring service to his Mas- 
ter has meant to us; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That in his death we have sustained a 
great loss that is deeply felt and truly mourned. 

Resolved, That we feel that the church will miss 
his wise counsel and support and that the commu- 
nity at large will continue to miss him, more and 
more, realizing that it has lost an honorable, 
upright, all-round citizen. 

Resolved, That this tribute to so good a man, so 
devoted to his church and fellowmen, so often in 
his philanthropy doing the good deed and then 
apparently forgetting about it, so anxious to fulfill 
his life’s mission that in his devotion to it he for- 
got himself, be spread upon the minutes of the 
class and a copy be sent to Mrs. Cutler, who, above 
all others, knows to what an extent he devoted 
himself to family, church and friends. We com- 
mend her for consolation to Him whose devoted 
student and follower Judge Williard W. Cutler 
was. Truly it could be said of him: 


‘Tis what we do, not what we say, 
That makes us worthy of His Grace.” 


Roy P, StTIL_we tt, 

James H, Bruen, 

H. B. Horrman. 
Committee on Resolutions. 


Then came the crowning recognition of his ex- 
emplary character and his legal ability. He was 
appointed in 1916 by Governor James F. Fielder as 
a judge of the Circuit Court of the State, his hear- 
ings covering, at various times, the counties of 
Morris, Essex, Hudson, Bergen, Monmouth, and 
Hunterdon. This judicial office he held with pecu- 
liar faithfulness and application until death. So 
great was his indefatigable devotion to this public 
service that his friends have seen in it something 
of sacrifice unto death, yet to emphasize too 
strongly, though with truth, the physical and 
mental exactions of his unwearied application, might 
lead to forgetting his broad field of interests in 
patriotic, social and religious life, and his happy 
relaxations in fireside joys and domestic relations. 
He found in his family, his friends and his library 
inspiration and courage for his heavier tasks. 

A, decade then of high judicial service for the 
‘State, with often the light burning until the late 
hours over his conscientious decisions. Those who 
pleaded before him best knew the uprightness of 
this judge. Feelingly reads a paragraph in resolu- 
tion by one organization: “Whereas, we, the 
members of the North Hudson Lawyers’ Club 


have in the course of the active practice of our 
profession come into close contact with the de- 
ceased, have learned to admire his scholarly attain- 
ments, his genial manner, his humanity, his great 
desire to see exact justice done and his wonderful 
ability to dispatch business and have learned to love 
the rugged manhood which he represented . . .” 

Such was the common verdict on his life and 
legal services. The Bar Association of Morris 
County in a set of resolutions, after a résumé of 
his legal history finely contributes this apprecia- 
tion: “Judge Cutler’s knowledge of the law and 
grasp of legal principles was profound. He was 
always able to present his case to the Court and 
Jury in the most favorable light possible. As a 
jurist he was absolutely fair in all his rulings. 
His great physical and mental force and indefatig- 
able energy enabled him to dispatch the business of 
his Court with great rapidity and caused him to 
become a very valuable member of the Circuit 
Court Bench.” 

Many appreciations, akin in spirit but not more 
feelingly expressed than the following, show how 
highly he was estimated by members of his profes- 
sion: “I want to tell you that his kindly smile and 
the twinkle of his eye as he made some quaint 
remark to me over the bench or in chambers, and 
the real fine manhood of which one was conscious 
in his presence, are cherished memories that will 
go with me always. He was a fair and equitable 
judge and a man whom I learned to have an almost 
‘son’ like feeling toward. I shall miss him.” 

From his colleagues, judges on the Circuit Court 
bench, came estimates like: “I regarded Judge 
Cutler as one of the ablest men on the New Jersey 
bench,” and “I know that his place cannot be filled 
as he filled it in his public and private activities.” 

With these and many other feeling exhibits, con- 
sidered in a chain of evidence showing nowhere a 
weak link, his splendid service on the bench is 
abundantly proved. 

Then came the final closing of his earthly court, 
a Higher Judge rendering the humanly inexplic- 
able decision that his good work was done and his 
circuit ended. Judge Cutler, sometimes over- 
wearied by long hours of duty, yet apparently in 
general good health and ever in good spirits, showed 
exhaustion on December 1, but his strong will to 
serve carried him back to his engagements. On 
December 6, as he entered the court room at Jersey 
City he became ill, and was then removed to his 
home at No. 2 Cutler Street, Morristown. One 
week later, Monday, December 13, 1926, after 
alternating hopes and fears of his family and 
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friends, his courageous and ever young heart 
ceased to beat. 

“T realize,” wrote Governor A. Harry Moore to 
Mrs. Cutler, “that words are of little value in les- 
sening the burden of bereavement, but it is at least 
comforting to know that one’s friends are standing 
by, when the shadows fall.” 

From bench and bar, from church and patriotic 
organizations and from many individual sources 
came comforting appreciations of the worth of 
Judge Cutler which proved that friends were stand- 
ing by. Impressive services were held on December 
16, at the Presbyterian Church of Morristown, 
conducted by the pastor, Rev. James M. Howard, 
and the services were concluded with burial in 
Evergreen Cemetery, Morristown. 

The honorary pall bearers, legal associates and 
friends whose recorded appreciations make a last- 
ing alcove of sincere eulogy, were Vice Chancellor 
and former Governor James F. Fielder, Supreme 
Court Justices James S. Minturn and Frank H. 
Lloyd; Circuit Court Judges Worral F. Mountain, 
Henry E. Ackerson, Jr., Peter F. Daly, Ruliffe V. 
Lawrence, William A. Smith, Frank B. Jess, and 
Newton H. Porter; County Judge C. Franklin Wil- 
son, and Philander B. Pierson, Henry C. Pitney, 
Jr., Charles Bradley, and Alfred Elmer Mills. 

Mention has been made of the Hon. Augustus W. 
Cutler, the father of Judge Cutler. His prominent 
and useful life has been fully recorded in various 
histories and biographical works. His contributions 
to State and National welfare and progress were 
of unusual importance. He was one of the most 
outstanding figures in the politics of his day. He 
died January 1, 1897. The father of Augustus was 
Brigadier-General Joseph Cutler of New Jersey 
Cavalry in the War of 1812, and his grandfather 
was Abijah Cutler, a soldier of the Revolution. 
With such a distinguished and patriotic ancestry 
Judge Cutler began his career, and has added fresh 
laurels to the family name. 

Judge Cutler married (first), December 4, 1879, 
Mary B. Hinchman, a daughter of John J. Hinch- 
man of Brooklyn. Mrs. Cutler died in 1917. Their 
children, all born in Morristown, were: 1. Gene- 
vieve Wilder, born December 18, 1880, married, 
April 3, 1907, Charles Mercer Marsh. 2. Julia 
Hinchman, born February 3, 1883, married, Novem- 
ber 7, 1908, to John Lowe Salter, Jr. 3. Willard 
Walker, Jr., born December 3, 1884, graduate of 
Princeton University and Columbia School of 
Mines; married, September 15, 1915, to Olga Plat- 
onova. 4. Ethel Hastings, born November 25, 1886; 
married, December 4, 1909, to Leon Samuel Free- 


man. 5. Gertrude Barnard, born October 17. 1888; 
died November 3, 1893. 6. Edith, born December 
8, 1890; married, April 10, 1917, to Charles Wol- 
cott Phelps; died February 5, 1920. 7. Ralph 
Hinchman, born November 7, 1894; graduate of 
Princeton University; married, November 7, 1917, 
to Ruth Fearn Manley. 

On August 7, 1919, Judge Cutler married (sec- 
ond) Altha E. Hatch, a niece of the late Jonathan 
W. Roberts. The wedding took place in her home, 
“Glenbrook,” Morris Plains, New Jersey. Mr. 
Roberts, who died on November 1, 1912, had been 
for many years the beloved president of the Wash- 
ington Association of New Jersey, and Judge Cut- 
ler was close to him as a co-worker for that 
organization, and as an intimate and devoted 
friend. Mrs. Cutler is the curator of the historic 
“Washington’s Headquarters” at Morristown, and 
its valuable collections, maintained by the associa- 
tion, and is the only living honorary member. 

No better valedictory upon this truly great life 
can be uttered than that in the words of Governor 
Moore: 

“In the fine service which he rendered to the 
State of New Jersey he has erected a memorial 
which shall ever be a part of its history. He has 
laid aside the exacting tasks of life, and has gone 
to receive his well earned reward.” 


Biographical articles on Judge Cutler and on his 
father, Augustus W., are to be found in the 
“History of Morris County,” published by the 
Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 1914, Vol. 
II, pages 1-3; “Nelson’s Biographical Cyclopedia 
1913,” Vol. 11, pages 769-773; Keasbey’s “Courts 
and Lawyers of New Jersey,” Vol. 111, pages I0I- 
105; and “The Judicial and Civil History of New 
Jersey,” pages 259-261. 


THOMPSON FAMILY—The Tomson (or 
Thompson, as the name is now spelt), is one of 
the early families in this country, and its founder 
undoubtedly came to Elizabethtown from New 
England, where at an early date there were sev- 
eral Thomas Thompsons of record, although so far 
as the writer has been able to discover there is no 
evidence for the statement of Hatfield and Howell 
that the ancestor of the line at present under con- 
sideration was in Lynn, Massachusetts, in 16309, 
and from there went to New London in 1642. 

(1) Thomas Tomson was at East Hampton, 
Long Island, in 1649, where he resided on the west 
side of the street near Robert Bond and the two Mul- 
fords. He was one of the eighty Elizabethtown 
associates, and took the oath of allegiance in Feb- 
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ruary, 1665. In 1672 he was one of the Elizabeth- 
town deputies in the provincial legislature, and the 
year following, when the Dutch reconquered the 
province, he took the oath of allegiance to the 
States-General. He was active in opposing the 
arbitrary measures of Governor Carteret, and with 
his son, Hur Tomson, Stephen Osborn, Robert and 
Peter Morse, Nathaniel Tuttle and John Wilson, 
the wheelwright, he accompanied William Meeker 
in his raid on Pardon’s House, and for his patriot- 
ism suffered quite a little. In his will, dated No- 
vember 20, 1675, proved September 9, 1676, he 
names his children, but not his wife, whose name 
is said to have been Mary. Children: 1. Moses, 
living in Elizabethtown in 1701, and died before 
1710; was twice married, his second wife being 
Abiah Roberts, of Newark. 2. Hur, died between 
1689 and 1694; married Mary (surname unknown). 
3. Mary, married John, son of James Hinds (or 
Haines), Sr., and their daughter married as early 
as 1700, Isaac Whitehead, Jr. 4. Aaron, referred 
to below. 5. Hannah. 6. Elizabeth, born about 
1675, died November 13, 1747; married (first) 
Benjamin Meeker; (second) probably Samuel 
Miller. 

(II) Aaron Tomson, son of Thomas Tomson, 
was born on Long Island between 1650 and 1660, and 
died in Elizabethtown in 1695. He married, about 
1690, Hannah, daughter of John Brown, and widow 
of Joseph Riggs, of Milford and Newark. In 1697 
Samuel Miller was made the guardian of his chil- 
dren. These were: Thomas, ancestor of the Mor- 
ristown branch; Joseph, referred to below; Aaron, 
Hannah. 

(III) Joseph Tomson, son of Aaron and Hannah 
(Brown-Riggs) Tomson, died in July 1749, in 
Mendham, where he had removed from Elizabeth- 
town in 1739. His wife, Lydia, died December 24, 
1749, and between the death of their parents five 
of their children and three of their grandchildren 
died of the same epidemic of “lung (long) fever.” 
Children: 1. Phoebe, born in August, 1718, died in 
April, 1749. 2. Stephen, born June 13, 1720, died 
in July, 1750; married. 3. Hannah, born Decem- 
ber 3, 1721, died in April, 1749. 4. Mary, born No- 
vember 27, 1723, died in April, 1799. 5. Aaron, 
born December 7, 1725, died in April 1749. 6. 
Daniel, referred to below. 7. Desire, born Novem- 
ber 4, 1731, died in July, 1777; married James Pit- 
ney. 8. Rachel, born March 10, 1734, died in April, 
1749. 9. David, born October 4, 1737, died De- 
cember 28, 1824; married (first) Rachel Bonnell; 
(second) Hannah Cary. 

(IV) Daniel Tomson, sixth child and third son 
of Joseph and Lydia Tomson, was born in Eliza- 


bethtown, December 7, 1727, and died in April, 
1749. He married Abigail Byram, daughter of 
Ebenezer and Mary (Haywood) Byram, who after 
his death married (second) Benjamin Pitney. 
Child: Daniel, referred to below. 

(V) Daniel (2) Thompson, only son of Daniel 
(1) and Abigail (Byram) Tomson, was born in 
Mendham in 1749, and died there in 1834. He and 
his sons were tanners and shoemakers. He mar- 
ried Penelope Carnes (or Cairnes), who died about 
1820. Children 1. Joseph, died unmarried, at about 
eighty years of age. 2. Nancy (or Penelope), mar- 
ried a Mr. Schenck. 3. Abigail, died single. 4. 
Calvin, born in Mendham, New Jersey; bought a 
farm at Tuckerman’s Plains, where he built a 
tannery, and where he and his wife died; he mar- 
ried Nellie Byram; two children, one of whom, 
William, married Rebecca Voorhees. 5. Luther, 
referred to below. 6. Sarah. 7. Daniel. 

(VI) Luther Thompson, son of Daniel and Pen- 
elope (Carnes) Thompson, was born in Mendham, 
New Jersey, March 18, 1781, and died there May 11, 
1875. In 1807 he married Ruhamah Chidister, 
Children: 1. Lewis A., born in 1809; lived at Ken- 
dallville, Indiana; married, February 25, 1832, Jane 
Mase, and one of his sons, D. Headley Thompson, 
volunteered during the Civil War, was shot in the 
hip at the battle of Williamsburg, captured and 
imprisoned in Libby Prison and at Belle Isle and 
Salisbury, and died in Trenton from the effect of 
his wounds and treatment. 2. John Byram, born in 
1811; married Susan Brastow. 3. Emily, born in 
1814; married Aaron Losey. 4. Albert. 5. Re- 
becca Ann, born in 1821. 6. Calvin, referred to be- 
low. 7. Melinda; married Charles Reynolds. 

(VII) Calvin Thompson, fourth son of Luther 
and Rhuhama (Chidister) Thompson, lived in 
Mendham and Basking Ridge, Somerset County, 
New Jersey. He married Margaret Voorhies. 
Children: Lewis A. (referred to below) ; Joseph 
W., born at Basking Ridge, New Jersey, April 17, 
1847; Anna, Ruhamah, Katharine, Fannie E., who 
died July 7, 1890. 


HON. LEWIS A. THOMPSON—Back as 
far as the earliest records of this country preserve 
its history and the names of the men and women 
who made it, the family named Tomson (now writ- 
ten Thompson) is numbered among the settlers. It 
has been definitely established that the original an- 
cestor removed from New England and located in 
Elizabethtown, New Jersey, where, according to 
available records, there were at an early date sev- 
eral Thomas Thompsons. Through this line is de- 
scended Lewis A. Thompson, a leader in the finan- 
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cial, business and political life of Somerville, New 
Jersey, a man who is widely known and most pop- 
ular throughout his State. 

A brief family history is not without much of 
interest. Thomas Tomson lived at East Hampton, 
Long Island, in 1649. He took the oath of allegi- 
ance as one of the eighty Elizabethtown associates 
in February, 1665, and in 1672 was one of the 
Elizabethtown deputies in the provincial Legislature. 
In 1673, the year in which the Dutch reconquered 
the province, Thomas Tomson took the oath of al- 
legiance to the States-General. He was a most active 
opponent of the arbitrary measures pursued by 
Governor Carteret, and accompanied by his son, 
Hur Tomson, Stephen Osborn, Robert and Peter 
Morse, Nathaniel Tuttle and John Wilson, he 
joined William Meeker in his historic raid upon the 
House of Pardon, and was much persecuted for 
that display of patriotism. He left a will, dated 
November 20, 1675, which was proved September 
9, 1676, and which enumerates the names of his 
children, but not that of his wife, which it is 
believed was Mary. Children: 1. Moses, living in 
Elizabethtown in 1701, died before 1710; was 
twice married, his second wife being Abiah Rob- 
erts, of Newark. 2. Hur, died between 1680 and 
1694; married Mary (surname unknown). 3. 
Mary, married John, son of James Hinds (or 
Haines), Sr., and their daughter married as early 
as 1700, Isaac Whitehead, Jr. 4. Aaron, of whom 
further. 5. Hannah. 6. Elizabeth, born about 1675, 
died November 13, 1747; married (first) Benjamin 
Meeker; (second) probably Samuel Miller. The 
fourth child of Thomas Tomson, Aaron Tomson, 
was born between 1650 and 1660, on Long Island, 
and died in 1695 in Elizabethtown. He married, 
about 1690, Hannah, daughter of John Brown, and 
widow of Joseph Riggs, of Milford and Newark. 
In 1697 Samuel Miller was made the guardian of his 
children, who were as follows: Thomas, ancestor 
of the Morristown branch of the family; Joseph, 
of whom further; Aaron, died before 1747; Han- 
nah. Joseph Thomson, son of Aaron and Hannah 
(Brown-Riggs) Tomson, died in Mendham, in 
July, 1749, having moved from Elizabethtown in 
1739. Lydia, his wife, died on December 24, 17409, 
and between the deaths of their parents five chil- 
dren and three grandchildren died of an epidemic 
of “lung (long) fever.” Joseph and Lydia Tom- 
son had the following children: 1. Phoebe, born in 
August, 1718, died in April, 1749. 2. Stephen, born 
June 13, 1720, died in July, 1750; married. 3. 
Hannah, born December 3, 1721, died in April, 
1749. 4. Mary, born November 27, 1723, died in 
April, 1799. 5. Aaron, born December 7, 1725, died 


in April, 1749. 6. Daniel, of whom further. 7. 
Desire, born November 4, 1731, died in July, 1777; 
married James Pitney. 8. Rachel, born March to, 
1734, died in April, 1749. 9. David, born October 
4, 1737, died December 28, 1824; married (first) 
Rachel Bonnell; (second) Hannah Cary. Daniel, 
the sixth child and third son of Joseph and Lydia 
Tomson, was born December 7, 1727, in Elizabeth- 
town, and died in April, 1749. He married Abigail 
Byram, daughter of Ebenezer and Mary (Hay- 
wood) Byram, who, after his death, married 
(second) Benjamin Pitney. Daniel Tomson, the 
only child of Daniel and Abigail (Byram) Tomson, 
was born at Mendham in 1749, where he died in 
1834. He and his sons were engaged in the tan- 
nery business and were also shoemakers. Daniel 
Tomson (2) married Penelope Carnes (or 
Cairnes), who died about 1820. Children: 1. 
Joseph, who died unmarried, at about eighty 
years of age. 2. Nancy (or Penelope), married a 
Mr. Schenck. 3. Abigail, died single. 4. Calvin, 
born in Mendham; bought a farm at Tuckerman’s 
Plains, where he erected a tannery, and where he 
and his wife died; he married Nellie Byram, and 
they had two children, one of whom, William, mar- 
ried Rebecca Voorhees. 5. Luther, of whom fur- 
ther. 6. Sarah. 7. Daniel. Luther Tomson, third 
son of Daniel and Penelope (Carnes) Tomson, was 
born in Mendham, March 18, 1781, and there died 
May 11, 1875. He married, in 1807, Ruhamah 
Chidister. Children: 1. Lewis A., born in 1809; 
married, February 25, 1832, Jane Mase. His son, 
D. Headly died in Trenton as a result of wounds 
received during the Civil War and the hardships 
endured while incarcerated in Libby Prison. 2. 
John Byram, born in 1811; married Susan Brastow. 
3. Emily, born in 1814; married Aaron Losey. 4. 


Albert. 5. Rebecca Ann, born in 1821. 6. Calvin, 
of whom further. 7. Melinda, married Charles 
Reynolds. Calvin, sixth child and fourth son of 


Luther and Ruhamah (Chidister) Thompson, lived 
in Mendham and Basking Ridge, Somerset County, 
New Jersey. He married Margaret Voorhies. Chil- 
dren: Lewis A., subject of this review; Joseph 
W., born at Basking Ridge, New Jersey, April 17, 
1847, became a very prominent merchant of Mor- 
ristown, died in 1917; Anna; Ruhamah; Kath- 
erine; Fannie E., who died July 7, 1890. 

Born in Basking Ridge, New Jersey, on July 109, 
1845, Lewis A. Thompson was the elder son of 
Calvin and Margaret (Voorhies) Thompson. Edu- 
cated in the local schools, he spent the first five 
or six years after his student days were ended as 
a teacher at Washington Corner, where he re- 
ceived a salary of $17 a month for his services, 
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boarding around with the parents of his pupils. 
‘The following six years he established himself in 
business at Basking Ridge, the firm name of the 
general store being Thompson & Henry. Then he 
moved to Somerville, in 1877; beginning his career 
there as a merchant. He opened a very completely 
stocked fancy goods and millinery store, which he 
operated with ever increasing success until 1894. 
At the same time he opened a second store at Tren- 
ton, New Jersey. It was in 1880 that he first be- 
came publicly identified with the political life of 
the county. It was strongly Democratic and he 
was strongly Republican, and yet he was elected 
sheriff of Somerset County for a period of three 
years in 1880, the only one of his party to win in 
the election. This was an evidence of the confi- 
dence and respect which he had already won 
among his fellow citizens. In 1883 and 1884 he 
was president of the Board of Commissioners of 
the town of Somerville, and in 1884 was elected on 
the ticket of his own party to the State Senate as 
a representative of Somerset County. Reélected 
to the State Legislature in 1887, and again in 1893, 
he served until 1896, and was then chosen president 
of that august body. The increasing plurality by 
which he was elected on each of the three times 
that his name was before the voters of the county 
show that his hold upon the people grew stronger 
and stronger as his service to the State demon- 
strated the fibre of his character and mind, In 
1884 he defeated his opponent by only 89 votes. In 
1887, the contest was by no means so close, his 
margin being 450 votes. The third time, in 1893, 
his majority was 893 votes. During his incumbency 
Mr. Thompson served on almost all the important 
legislative committees. In 1885 he was chairman 
of the Committee on Election, and a member of 
the committees on Claims and Pensions, Treas- 
urer’s Account, and the Reform School for Boys. 
In 1886 he was chairman of the last two named 
committees, and was also on the Committee on 
Railroads and Canals, on Miscellaneous Business 
and on Printing. In 1887, in addition to continu- 
ing as chairman of the Committee on Treasurer’s 
Account and the Reform School for Boys, he 
served as chairman of the committees on Riparian 
Rights and on Printing, and also remained a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Railroads and Canals and 
Miscellaneous Business. In addition to these, he 
became a member of the Committee on Public 
Grounds and Buildings. In 1888, he was made 
chairman of the committees on Corporations, on 
Treasurer’s Account, and on Printing, and was a 
member of the committees on Railroads and Ca- 
nals, on Miscellaneous Business, and on Engrossed 


Bills. In 1889, he served in addition as a member 
of the Committee on Lunatic Asylums. From 
1894 to 1896, he served as chairman of the com- 
mittees on Corporations, on Unfinished Business, 
and on State Prison, also as a member of the com- 
mittees on Finance, Agriculture and the Agricul- 
tural College, Treasurer’s Accounts, and Com- 
merce and Navigation. He was president of the 
Senate in 1896, resigning from that chair on March 
6 of that year to accept the position of Clerk in 
Chancery, having been nominated to that office by 
the Governor, the nomination receiving the unani- 
mous confirmation of the Senate. Very soon after 
identifying himself actively with the political af- 
fairs of his county, Mr. Thompson rose to prom- 
inence in the councils of the Republican party, 
and during his term of office as sheriff he became 
its acknowledged leader, a position which he held 
during the remainder of his active political career. 

After his retirement from the political arena, 
Mr. Thompson again turned his attention to busi- 
ness pursuits, and won new successes as a real 
estate proprietor and as a realtor. He also became 
actively interested in financial affairs, and in 1912 
he accepted the presidency of the Somerville Sav- 
ings Bank, to which he had been elected. ‘This 
bank, under his capable supervision, has become an 
important factor in financial circles. Watching the 
varied activities of his locality, Mr. Thompson 
also became identified with other concerns. He is 
president and a director of the Unionist-Gazette 
Association of Somerville, principal owner of The 
Independent Brick Company, Trenton, New Jersey; 
a director of the Childs Company of New York, 
and is one of the four original partners in the 
one-time Childs Unique Dairy Company. 

Lewis A. Thompson married (first), December 
29, 1869, Sarah Dunham, daughter of Benjamin 
Dunham, of Millington, New Jersey, who died Oc- 
tober 11, 1883. Children: 1. May, married Charles 
Roberts; their children, Marion L. and Margaret 
T. 2. Bertha, married Edwin L. Decker; their 
children: Lewis T. and Mary P. Mr. Thompson 
married (second), February 20, 1905, Alice G. 
Anderson, daughter of Alexander G. and Albina 
T. Anderson, whose father was clerk of Somerset 
County for three successive terms. One daughter, 
Lois A., was born to this union. 

Throughout the entire State of New Jersey 
Lewis A. Thompson is known and honored for his 
long public service and for the probity and effi- 
ciency with which he handled affairs of State 
which were entrusted to him. More than this, he 
has won a host of warm friends, who hold him in 
highest esteem and affection because of his ster- 
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ling qualities of character and the kindliness of his 
nature. His preéminent place in political, business 
and financial life is due not only to his great ca- 
pacity, mental and administrative, but as well to 
his fidelity, which led him to perform every task or 
duty to the very best of his ability. This same 
quality made him faithful to all those obligations 
which friendship imposes. And so it is that Lewis 
A. Thompson is known and honored throughout 
the State, where for generation after generation 
those of his blood have lived and labored for the 
good of the Commonwealth. 





JOSEPH w. THOMPSON—The Thompsons 
first located at Mendham, Morris County, about 
150 years ago. Calvin Thompson, the father of 
Joseph W., was born in Mendham, December 3 
1823, grew up in the county, became a blacksmith, 
later a prominent farmer, and passed nearly all his 
life at Basking Ridge, Somerset County. He mar- 
ried Margaret Voorhies and has had the following 
named children: Joseph W., whose name heads 
this sketch; Lewis A., whose sketch precedes this; 
Mrs. Anna M. Dunham, of Somerset County; Amy, 
wife of L. D. Reynolds, of Basking Ridge; Kate, 
unmarried; Frances E. and Mary, both of whom 
died young, 

The family have always been connected with the 
Presbyterian Church, in which the father is active, 
having served as superintendent of the Sunday 
school and elder for many years. 

Joseph W. Thompson was born April 17, 1847, 
at Basking Ridge, and passed his early life there, 
studying at the high school and the Classical School 
of Walter L. Rankin. In 1869, he became a clerk 
in a dry goods store in Morristown, and a little 
later opened a successful business of his own. Sub- 
sequently he engaged in the insurance business in 
New York City, being connected with the frm of 
Thompson & Bellows, insurance brokers. About 
five years ago he moved from Morristown to the 
old homestead on Long Hill, which place he has 
helped to beautify by the erection of several attrac- 
tive residences. He is one of the most enterpris- 
ing men in the southern part of Morris County. 
Mr. Thompson is a Republican active in public 
affairs. 

Joseph W. Thompson married Margaret M. 
Cooper, the only daughter of William and Mar- 
garet (Brown) Cooper, born at the old homestead 
there August 15, 1852. They have two children: 
William C.; and Florence M., who died January 
3, 1900. 


THE BEEKMAN FAMILY—The earliest 
history of the Beekman family obtainable dates 
back to 1470, at which time one Cornelius Beekman 
lived in Holland. He died December 4, 1506. The 
“American Magazine of History” states that Mr. 
Beekman’ of Holland was one of three gentlemen 
who appeared before King James of England to 
speak in behalf of the Protestant cause. It was at 
that time the King revised the coat-of-arms of the 
Beekman family, making it a “running brook be- 
tween two roses.” ; 

This Cornelius Beekman before mentioned had a 
son, Gerard Beekman, born May 15, 1558, died Jan- 
uary 31, 1625. He hada son, Hendrick Beekman, 
born September 14, 1585. His son, William Beek- 
man, sometimes called Wilhelmus, was born April 
28, 1623, and died September 21, 1709. He came to 
this country with Peter Stuyvesant, the first Gov- 
ernor of New York, and was at one time the 
Governor of the province which is now known as 
the State of Delaware. His son was Gerard Beek- 
man, born August 17, 1653, died October TO. 01723: 
His son, Martin Beekman, was born in 1685, died 
October 27, 1757. Henry Beekman, his son, was 
born March 24, 1727, died January 26, 1796. John 
H. Beekman, his son, was born February 9, 1760, 
died February 25, 1861. His son, John Beekman, 
born July 30, 1808, died February 1, 1887, married 
Fanny Ann Stiger, whose ancestry dates back to 
John Ludwig Stiger, military Governor of Vevey 
and captain of Chillon, 1693, and his son, Christo- 
pher Stiger, ex-military Governor of Lenzburg and 
Paymaster of the city of Berne in 1714, whose 
records now appear under the family coat-of-arms 
in one of the windows of the old Banquet Hall 
in the Castle of Chillon, Switzerland. Mrs. Fanny 
Ann (Stiger) Beekman, through her mother, Eliza. 
(Traphagen) Stiger, was also descended from the 
Putnam family, and her son, Dr. Beekman, now 
has in his possession the identical bridle used by 
General Israel Putnam of Revolutionary fame, on 
his memorable ride down the steps near Green- 
wich, Connecticut. 

John and Fanny A. ( Stiger) Beekman had two 
sons. The elder, Dr. John B. Beekman, was born 
on the old homestead, near North Branch, in 
Branchburg Township, Somerset County, New 
Jersey, January 5, 1854. Having received his ele- 
mentary education in the public schools of Branch- 
burg Township, he prepared for college at the 
Somerset Classical Institute at that time conducted 
by the Rev. William Connell, D. D., and entered 
Rutgers College, class of 1878. The medical pro- 
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fession having won his allegiance, he prepared to 
enter practice by a course of training at the New 
York University from the Medical Department of 
which he graduated in the class of 1881. Dr. Beek- 
man returned at once to Somerset County and 
there established himself in his own office the 
same year of his graduation. Thus began the 
record that has already embraced a period of forty- 
six years of service to his fellows. For two years 
he conducted his ministrations in behalf of the 
North Branch people, and then removed his office 
and practice to Pluckemin and Bedminster where 
his activities have since been principally centered. 
Promotion of the organized interests of the profes- 
sion has ever been a sincere endeavor on the part 
of Dr. Beekman. It is a tribute to his high stand- 
ing in the medical fraternity, that he holds mem- 
bership in the Somerset County District Medical 
Society, in the Medical Society of New Jersey, 
and in the American Medical Association. His 
religious fellowship is with the Presbyterian 
Church of Pluckemin. His interest in his sur- 
roundings are broad and of a constructive charac- 
ter, as would be expected of a citizen of Dr. Beek- 
man’s culture and standing. 

Dr. Beekman married, June 20, 1882, Marie Lud- 
low Doolittle, daughter of Rev. Phillip Melancthon 
Doolittle, D. D., and Anna (Ludlow) Doolittle, 
his wife. Dr. Doolittle was the pastor of the Re- 
formed Church of North Branch for a full half 
century. His genealogy traces back to early Colo- 
nial times. Anna Ludlow, wife of Dr. Doolittle, 
is the daughter of Rev. Gabriel Ludlow, D. D., who 
was pastor of the Reformed Church of Neshanic, 
New Jersey, for over fifty years. He was the 
brother of Rev. John Ludlow, D. D., LL. D., at 
one time the provost of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. This branch of the Ludlow family runs 
directly back to William Ludlow, of England, who 
died in 1478, and whose great-great-grandson, 
George Ludlow, married Edith, daughter of Lord 
Windsor. Mrs. Beekman, as is her husband, is a 
member of the Presbyterian Church. To them 
have been born three children: 1. Effie Bloom- 
field, who resides at the family home. 2. Anna 
Doolittle, who died in infancy. 3. Henry M., who 
graduated with first honors at the Stevens Insti- 
tute of Technology, class of 1915, and who is now 
connected with the J. G. White Management Cor- 
poration of New York City. Henry M. entered the 
World War December 8, 1917. Enlisting as a 
private, he was later commissioned a lieutenant, 
served one year and ten months, and was honor- 
ably discharged September 12, 1919. 


HENRY M. T. BEEKMAN—The younger 
son of John and Fanny A. (Stiger) Beekman is 
Henry M. T. Beekman (see Beekman family pre- 
ceding this biographical sketch) who was born 
April 11, 1855, in the old Beekman homestead 
mentioned above, located on the North Branch of 
the Raritan River, which has been in the posses- 
sion of the Beekman family for over 200 years 
and which still retains as a portion of its structure, 
the old original dining room. 

Mr. Beekman was educated in the public schools 
of Branchburg Township and Mr. Week’s Latin 
School as it was then locally known. He later at- 
tended Dr. Cornell’s classical school at Somerville, 
New Jersey, where he prepared for college. He 
matriculated at Rutgers College, New Brunswick, 
New Jersey, in 1873, and graduated with high 
honors in the class of 1877. From this institution 
he received the degrees of Bachelor of Arts, and, 
later, of Master of Arts and was one of the Phi 
Beta Kappa men of 1877. He is also the proud 
possessor of several prizes for scholarship. Fol- 
lowing his graduation he studied law in the offices 
of the late Senator Charles H. Winfield and was 
admitted to practice at the New Jersey bar in June, 
1880. He entered into practice immediately upon 
admission to partnership with ex-Mayor Henry 
Traphagen, of Jersey City, which connection con- 
tinued until the death of Mr. Traphagen in 10917. 
Mr. Beekman was admitted to practice at the New 
York bar in 1899 and has maintained offices in that 
city ever since. 

During Mr. Beekman’s partnership with Mr. 
Traphagen, he acted as the trial lawyer for the firm 
and, as such, was concerned in many important 
cases. He won many decisions in contests over 
large estates, one of the most important being the 
Fair will case, in which property to the value of 
fifteen million dollars was involved. Another of 
Mr. Beekman’s important cases was the contest 
over the Roxy Smith will, in which nine million 
dollars was involved. Still another was in regard 
to the disputed ownership of valuable lands in the 
Blue Ridge Mountain section of Virginia. The 
Norfolk & Western Railroad claimed ownership 
of land comprising 22,000 acres. This case was 
most bitterly contested by the Norfolk & Western 
Railroad, and was finally decided in the Court of 
Appeals in Richmond, Virginia, in Mr. Beekman’s 
favor. 

Mr. Beekman is an active member of the Uni- 
versity Club of New York City and for many years 
was vice-president of the Holland Society. 

Mr. Beekman was married, January 27, 1900, to 
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Miss Bessie Haines Adams, daughter of Jay L. 
and Helen D, Adams of New York City. 

Mrs. Beekman traces her ancestry in a direct 
line to the distinguished Adams family of Massa- 
chusetts and is also related to Daniel Haines, 
former Governor, Chancellor and Supreme Court 
Judge of New Jersey, and to Admiral Perry, 
famous as the hero in the Battle of Lake Erie. 





JUSTICE FRANCIS JOSEPH SWAYZE— 
One of the leading judges of New Jersey, dis- 
tinguished alike for his knowledge of the law and 
for his forensic abilities, is Francis Joseph Swayze, 
who, after occupying several offices of trust and 
honor, was appointed justice of the Supreme Court 
of New Jersey, serving continuously for over a 
score of years, from 1903 to 1924, inclusive, when 
he resigned his post, owing to ill health. 

Justice Swayze was born in Newton, Sussex 
County, May 15, 1861, the son of Jacob Lowrance 
and Joanna (Hill) Swayze. His early education 
he obtained at Newton, Sussex County, after which 
he entered Harvard University, was graduated 
with the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1879, and 
took his Master’s degree in 1880. He then studied 
at Harvard Law School for a year and was ad- 
mitted to practice at the bar of New Jersey as an 
attorney in 1882, and as counselor-at-law in 1885. 
He practiced law at Newton for ten years and in 
1892 removed to Newark, where he practiced until 
1900. In that year he was appointed judge of the 
Circuit Court, and in 1903 was made justice of 
the Supreme Court, which office he filled continu- 
ously until 1924. He received the degree of Doctor 
of Laws from Rutgers College in 1911, and from 
Harvard the same degree in 1916. In politics, 
Justice Swayze was ever a staunch Republican and 
was delegate to the Republican National Con- 
vention from New Jersey in 1892. From 1909 to 
1915 and from 1917 to 1923 he was an overseer of 
Harvard College. He was president of the Alpha 
Chapter, Massachusetts, of Phi Beta Kappa from 
1911 to 1913. He was president of the Harvard 
Alumni Association in 1915 and 1916 and was 
president of the New Jersey Historical Society 
from 1912-1923. 

On October 13, 1887, Justice Swayze married 
Louise Barrett, daughter of the Rev. Myron and 
Emma E. (Ryerson) Barrett, the former pastor of 
the Presbyterian Church at Newton, from 1854 to 
18590. He died May 8, 1876, and his wife passed 
away March 10, 1900. They are both interred in 
Newton Cemetery. They were survived by two 


children: Dr. Andrew L. Barrett, now a physi- 
cian of New York City; and Louise, who, as 
mentioned above, married Justice Swayze. 

On May 19, 1925, a portrait of Justice Swayze 
was presented to the State of New Jersey. The 
ceremony took place before the Court of Errors 
and Appeals at the State House, Trenton. The 
presentation was made by Edward M. Colie of 
Newark, for many years Justice Swayze’s partner. 
The portrait was received by Governor Silzer on 
behalf of the State and by him entrusted to the 
“affectionate care and custody” of the Chancellor 
and members of the Court of Errors and Appeals. 
Chancellor Walker, thereupon, accepted the custody 
and care of the portrait on behalf of the Court of 
Errors and Appeals. 

In presenting the portrait on behalf of the family 
of Justice Swayze and setting forth the facts con- 
cerning his life as hereinabove recited, Mr. Collie, 
on behalf of the State Bar Association, paid the 
following tribute to Justice Swayze: 


In recognition of his scholarship and his dis- 
tinguished career, his alma mater by the action of 
her academic authorities and her alumni have 
conferred upon him the highest honors within her 
gift. 

The scholarship that distinguished Justice 
Swayze’s under-graduate course has been charac- 
teristic of his entire career. He has been ever a 
devoted student and a scholar. His culture is in 
many fields, thorough and available not only as 
an amenity and a source of delight to those who 
have the privilege of his intimate companionship, 
but a force that has enhanced his influence and 
has made his life efficient. 

As a practitioner he was devoted to the high 
ideals handed down in the noble traditions of the 
profession, and commanded a high place in the 
opinion of both the Bar and the Bench. When 
appointed to the Bench, he brought to his work 
a vigorous, logical and practical mind, experience 
in the practice of the profession, sound legal learn- 
ing and culture, and, above all, an innate and in- 
tense love for justice. These qualifications have 
made his career an eminent one in the annals of 
the State, and the recognition in other jurisdictions 
of the value of his important opinions has increased ~ 
his distinction. 

But any adequate appreciation of Justice Sway- 
ze’s character and work rests not on qualities of 
mind alone, but as well on qualities of heart. He 
has what Dante, in memorable phrase, de- 
scribed as “intelligence of heart.’”” He is intensely 
human, with a keen appreciation of the foibles of 
men and the humor of certain phases of life. 
Who has not experienced the manner in which he 
has relieved the tension of a discussion, or illu- 
minated a problem by a quotation in prose or 
verse from his large and rich store of the sayings 
of the humorists? His marked humanism. has 
made him courteous in every relation of his life, 
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and endeared him to his associates on the Bench, 
and to all the members of the Bar who have had 
the privilege of appearing before him, and has 
added affection to admiration. 

The State Bar Association takes great satis- 
faction in participating in this ceremony and in 
the opportunity to here express its appreciation 
of the character of Justice Swayze and of his 
services to the profession and the State. 


DR. GEORGE R. BOSTON—One of the ear- 
liest practitioners of osteopathy in New Jersey, Dr. 
Boston has been engaged in the practice of his pro- 
fession in various parts of New Jersey for a quar- 
ter of a century and since 1915 has been located at 
Newton, Sussex County. There he has built up a 
very large practice, which he carries on from his 
offices at No. 49 High Street.. He enjoys a very 
high standing amongst doctors of osteopathy, and 
likewise a very high reputation in his community 
and the surrounding country, having served for a 
number of years as medical examiner for several 
school districts in the vicinity of Newton. In the 
latter town, too, he is effectively active in public 
life and in fraternal circles, and is considered one 
of the leading and most useful citizens. 

George R. Boston, osteopathic physician, was 
born at Hazleton, Pennsylvania, September 22, 
1872, a son of Robert Bruce and Emily (Evans) 
Boston, the former a native of Scotland, the latter 
a daughter of George Evans, of Plymouth, Penn- 
sylvania. He was educated in the public grammar 
and high schools of Hazleton, graduating from the 
latter in 1887, after which he removed to West 
Virginia, to assist his father, who was engaged in 
the coal business. From there he came to Wilkes- 
Barre, Pennsylvania, where he took up the study 
of osteopathy at Atlantic College of Osteopathy. 
In June, 1901, he graduated from this institution 
‘and established himself in the practice of his pro- 
fession at Elizabeth, New Jersey. At that time 
only five practitioners of osteopathy were located 
in New Jersey, one in Paterson, one in Trenton, 
two in Newark, and one in Plainfield. Dr. Boston, 
himself, shortly after beginning his practice, re- 
moved from Elizabeth to Plainfield and later to 
Orange, New Jersey. From there he went to New 
York City, where for some time he maintained 
offices on Forty-second Street. In 1904 he came to 
Newton and established his offices at No. 21 Main 
Street, being the first doctor of osteopathy in Sus- 
sex County. He met with much success, but in 
1907 decided to return to Plainfield, where he con- 
tinued to practice until 1915. In that year he came 
back to Newton, where he has remained ever since, 
and where he has been eminently successful and 


‘were the parents of eight children: 


has become very popular. He is medical examiner 
for the schools of Andover, Branchville and of 
Lafayette, Hampton, Frankford and Green town- 
ships, all of Sussex County. Since February, 1923, 
he has also been a member of the Newton Board 
of Education. Other organizations which count 
Dr. Boston among their members are: Harmony 
Lodge, No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons; Bald- 
win Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons, of New- 
ton; DeMolay Commandery, No. 6, Knights Temp- 
lar, of Washington, New Jersey; Salaam Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, 
of Newark; Sussex Forest, Tall Cedars of Leb- 
anon; Newton Lodge, No. 1512, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, of which he is a 
charter member; and Newton Club; and both Dr. 
Boston and his wife are charter members of 
Melchior Chapter, No. 131, Order of the Eastern 
Star. 

Dr. Boston married, in August, 1904, Buena 
Vista Vreeland, a daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth 
(Coleman) Vreeland. Dr. and Mrs. Boston are 
the parents of two children: 1. Elizabeth Vree- 
land, born in 1908, at Plainfield, New Jersey. 2. 
Emily Evans, born in 1910, at Plainfield, New 
Jersey. 

Mrs. Boston is a member of an old Sussex 
County family, her great-grandfather, Peter Vree- 
land, being the founder of that branch of the Vree- 
land family to which Mrs. Boston belongs. Peter 
Vreeland was the father of three children: 1. 
Ann, who married Peter Hooper, of Stony Brook. 
2. Henry, of further mention. 3. William, born 
March 6, 1804, married Mary F. Reynolds, and 
died October 9, 1863. Henry Vreeland, the sec- 
ond child and older son of Peter Vreeland was 
born October 9, 1799, was the grandfather of Mrs. 
Boston. He married Elizabeth Van Nest, and they 
1. Jacob, of 
whom further. 2. Sarah, born November 16, 1820, 
married Thomas Whitsell, and died in 1850. 3. 
Garret, born August 16, 1831, died June 8, 1880. 
4. William, born July 16, 1833, married Elizabeth 
Cummings, and died in 1893. 5. Peter, born March 
22, 1836, married Ruth Burroughs. 6. Henry, born 
July 20, 1838, and died in 1892. 7. Ann Louise, 
born January 15, 1842, and died in 1846. 8. John 
Hyndman, born November 25, 1846, married Susan 
M. Poyer. Jacob Vreeland, oldest son and child of 
Henry and Elizabeth (Van Nest) Vreeland, was 
born June 3, 1828. He married Elizabeth Coleman, 
of Sussex County, and they were the parents of 
four daughters: Mary; Isabelle; Lydia; and Buena 
Vista, the wife of Dr. George R. Boston, of 
Newton. 
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(The Evans Line). 


(1) John Evans, a native of Wales, landed in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, about 1696, and died in 
Chester County, Pennsylvania, about 1740. His 
father, mother, sister, brother, wife, and daughter 
accompanied him. After a short sojourn with the 
Welsh settlers on the Schuylkill, he bought 200 
acres of land in the Welsh tract in Newcastle 
County, Delaware, and settled there in 1606. His 
brother, being a carpenter, was of great assistance 
in making improvements on the property. Later, 
John Evans left his first purchase and bought 400 
acres on White Clay Creek in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. He erected a gristmill and a saw- 
mill about 1715 or 1716. He had children: 1. A 
daughter who came with him from Wales. 2. 
John, born in 1700 in Chester County, Pennsyl- 
vania; died there April 14, 1738; married Jane 
Howell, daughter of the Rev. Reynold Howell; 
had six children. 3. Thomas, of whom further. 

(11) Thomas Evans, son of John Evans, was 
born April 22, 1707. For sixty-five years he was a 
Quaker preacher. On March 8, 1743, he married 
Deborah Harlon, daughter of Joshua and Mary 
Harlon, born November 15, 1720. They had a 
son, Obadiah, of whom further. 

(III) Obadiah Evans, son of Thomas and Deb- 
orah (Harlon) Evans, was born July 23, 1749, at 
Trenton, New Jersey, and died August 23, 1821, in 
Bethlehem Township, Hunterdon County, New Jer- 
sey. He had a full record in the service of his 
country during the Revolutionary War. In the 
spring of 1776 he enlisted for one year as a private 
in Captain Thomas Reading’s Company, 3d Bat- 
talion, under Colonel Elias Dayton, in the New 
Jersey Continental Line. Enlisting for nine months 
in the spring of 1778, in the company of Captain 
John Anderson, under Colonel Ephraim Martins, 
4th Battalion, New Jersey Continental Line, he was 
at the battle of Monmouth, June 28, 1778. As a 
private under Captain Joseph Clunn, Ist Regiment, 
Hunterdon County Militia, New Jersey, he was 
at the battle of Elizabeth, at some time after 1778. 
In 1772 he married Sarah Coleman, daughter of 
Samuel and Rebecca Coleman, died August 21, 
1831. Children: 1. Rachel, born March 27, 1774; 
died in 1855; married William Case. 2. John, of 
whom further. 

(IV) John Evans, son of Obadiah and Sarah 
(Coleman) Evans, was born October 6, 1778, and 
died November 22, 1848. He married, in 1800, 
Elizabeth Farrow, who died March 5, 1846. Chil- 
dren: 1. Sarah, born September 15, 1802. 2. Mary, 
born September 25, 1805. 3. Eliza, born September 2, 
1808. 4. John, born March 20, 1813. 5. Obadiah, 


born March 15, 1815. 6. William, born February 
27, 1816; died January 23, 1852. 7. George, of 
whom further. 8. Naomi, born May 8, 1819. 9. 
Catherine, born June 21, 1821; died October 19, 
1831. 10. Mercy, born December 12, 1823. 

(V) George Evans, son of John and Elizabeth 
(Farrow) Evans, was born February 17, 1817, and 
died at Plymouth, Pennsylvania, August 21, 1891. 
He married, March 13, 1842, Lydia Van Loon, 
daughter of Thomas and Susan (M’Keel) Van 
Loon born June 27, 1823. Children: 1. Thomas, 
2. Elizabeth. 3. Mary. 4. Emily, of whom further. 
5. Katherine. 6. Frances Ida. 7. Caroline. 8. 
George. 9. Gertrude. 10. Josephine. 

(VI) Emily Evans, daughter of George and 
Lydia (Van Loon) Evans, married Robert Bruce 
Boston. They had a son, George R. Boston (q. v.). 


WILLIAM J. KIRBY—An outstanding ex- 
ample of the self-made man, who from a lowly 
position in a foundry has risen to the command- 
ing executive position in two internationally known 
concerns having their headquarters in Somerville, 
New Jersey, a large branch in Chattanooga, Ten- 
nessee, and sales offices and warehouses in Chicago, 
Illinois, and Cleveland, Ohio, as well as offices in 
New York City, is furnished by William J. Kirby, 
secretary, treasurer and general manager of the 
Somerville Iron Works (both at Somerville and 
Chattanooga) and of the Somerville Stove Works. 
Today he and his concern constitute in themselves 
the most important factors in their respective lines 
of manufacture and distribution, their total sales 
amounting to between five million and six million 
dollars per year. 

Born in Baltimore County, Maryland, Septem- 
ber 19, 1869, William J. Kirby is the son of Dennis 
and Ellen (Murphy) Kirby. His father, a native 
of England, came when a young man to America, 
settling in Baltimore County; the mother, born in 
Ireland, was accompanied by relatives to this coun- 
try. The two were married in Maryland. The 
son, William, received his education in the public 
schools of Cockysville, Maryland, and Ashland, 
Maryland, followed by a business course at a com- 
mercial college in Baltimore. He then was in a 
fair way to make a start in the world on his own 
account. 

At the age of seventeen years, William J. Kirby, 
in a very humble position, entered the kind of busi- 
ness in which and in kindred lines he was destined 
to achieve so remarkably a successful career. He 
bound himself as an apprentice to learn the mould- 
ing trade, and during that term he proved himself 
an expert in the various details or processes. Not 
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long after he had been “out of his time,” he was 
made superintendent of the foundry of the Henry 
McShane Manufacturing Company at Baltimore. 
It was here that his real ability was first actually 
made known, and at the end of four years in 
that connection he was advanced to general super- 
intendent of the company’s two plants in Balti- 
more and their plant in Dundalk, Maryland. 

In 1900, the Henry McShane Manufacturing 
Company disposed of their three plants, above 
mentioned, to the consolidation known as the Cen- 
tral Foundry Company, whose offices were in New 
York City. Mr. Kirby declined, however, to con- 
sider an offer to remain with the new concern, 
having determined to maintain his connection with 
the old company, which operated other plants en- 
gaged in the manufacture of plumbing supply 
specialties and numerous kinds of brass goods. 
After 1900, and for a period of about three years, 
he gave his immediate attention to the production 
of all the castings in the company’s foundry. 

Mr. Kirby’s reputation as a foundry expert and 
engineer had preceded him over a wide area of 
the country, and he was invited to go to the Penn 
Station, Pennsylvania, where he was given charge 
of the remodelling and reéquipping of the plant of 
the American Foundry Company. He required 
about one year to execute this commission, and he 
still maintained his connection with the McShane 
Company. During his stay at Penn Station the 
McShane interests decided to take on as additional 
lines the manufacture of bathtubs and lavatories, 
and the company requested Mr. Kirby to return to 
Baltimore to take oversight of the new depart- 
ment. This he did, and by the end of two years 
he had concluded his special work. He then re- 
signed his position with the McShane Company 
after having served it in various capacities most 
efficiently for sixteen years. Soon after his de- 
parture the business was sold. 

Not long after Mr. Kirby severed his connec- 
tion with the McShane Company of Baltimore, he 
was invited to come to Somerville and inspect the 
old iron works there with a view to giving his 
advice as to what best might be done with it. The 
plant at the time (this was in 1905), was in a very 
low estate. Mr. Kirby considered carefully every 
angle of the situation, and while doing so culti- 
vated a liking for the borough of Somerville. 
Then he became interested, from an investment 
standpoint, in the plant itself, took hold of opera- 
tions with enthusiasm and the experience of many 
years acquirement, and developed the output from 
a point of virtually nothing to between 25,000 and 
26,000 tons of soil pipe and fittings a year. In 


1920 Mr. Kirby launched a kindred enterprise at 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and from the plant there 
produced 28,000 tons of goods similar to those 
from the Somerville plant in yearly totals. The 
Chattanooga plant is operated also under the style 
of the Somerville Iron Works, which is the parent 
organization. The concern has developed an im- 
mense and profitable trade in the United States, 
Canada, Cuba and South America. 

Still further expansion of Mr. Kirby’s interests 
in Somerville was effected in 1916, when he ac- 
quired possession of all the stock in the Somer- 
ville Stove Works, formerly owned by bankers 
and, at the time Mr. Kirby took hold of it, op- 
erating only in a comparatively small way. With 
the infusion of new blood and adoption of modern 
methods, the business was developed to a point 
where the average monthly sales were of larger 
volume than the total yearly sales of the old 
concern. 

Occupying the offices of secretary, treasurer and 
general manager of the several companies, as well 
as director of sales, Mr. Kirby, it should be said, 
built them up from practically nothing, when he 
assumed charge in 1905, to the point where the 
total sales are between four million and five million 
dollars. He has made a very practical and suc- 
cessful application of the policy that quality and 
service are the most attractive elements of the 
business. Under his guiding genius the products 
have attained such high favor that they now reach 
practically every important city and town in the 
United States. So great became the demand for 
the goods that the Chattanooga plant was con- 
structed to meet a part of it from that section 
of the country. Then, too, warehouses and sales 
offices were established at the strategic points as 
Cleveland and Chicago, and offices at two im- 
portant centers in New York City. Thus the sev- 
eral companies under Mr. Kirby’s control are en- 
abled to cover the country with remarkable facility. 
He is also the owner of the Raritan Radiator Com- 
pany, manufacturers of steam and hot water 
boilers and capitalized for $500,000, which enjoys 
an enviable reputation for products and high qual- 
ity of service, its sales of the celebrated gray iron 
castings alone amounting to a large figure annually. 

Service of a high order has been rendered by 
Mr. Kirby in municipal and other offices. It is a 
fixed principle of his that he steadfastly refuses 
to serve in any public position to which a salary 
attaches. He is a member of the Board of Con- 
trol of the Department of Aid of Institutions and 
Agencies of the State of New Jersey. For the 
past nine years he has been a member of the Som- 
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erville Board of Education, and now is vice-presi- 
dent of that body. He is a former acting chair- 
man of the New Jersey Highway Commission, 
from which office he resigned when the Legisla- 
ture enacted a bill to attach a salary to that office. 
Other interests of Mr. Kirby include the Mid-City 
Trust Company of Plainfield, New Jersey. of 
which he is a director; the Second National Bank 
of Somerville, of which he is a stockholder and 
former director; and the Gladstone Bank of Glad- 
stone, New Jersey, of which he is a stockholder. 
His clubs are the Engineers of New York City, 
Bachelors and Rotary, of Somerville, and Raritan 
Valley Country. 

Mr. Kirby married, November 6, 1895, Regina 
Ff’. Fortman, daughter of Captain Henry and Anna 
(Myers) Fortman, of Baltimore, Maryland. Chil- 
dren: Regina Beatrice and Helen Marjorie, who 
live in the family home in Somerville. 





CARLTON P. HOAGLAND—Carlton P. 
Hoagland, prominent in business, financial and civic 
affairs in the town of Somerville, New Jersey, is a 
member of a family that originally settled in this 
State during the colonial period, the American 
pioneer of the family having been a native of Hol- 
land. 

Carlton P. Hoagland, son of Stephen T. and 
Mary J. Hoagland, was born in the town of Mill- 
stone, Somerset County, this State, on July 9, 1879, 
but when he had attained the fourth year of his age, 
was brought to this locality, which has since been 
the place of his residence and most successful busi- 
ness activities. After acquiring a thorough educa- 
tion in the grammar and high schools of Somer- 
ville, Mr. Hoagland, when he had reached his eight- 
eenth year, secured employment with a local gro- 
cery concern, with which he was associated for the 
subsequent six months, and at the expiration of that 
time he accepted a position in New York City in 
connection with the accounting department of a 
large advertising firm of that city, being thus 
identified for three years afterward. 

Mr. Hoagland finally severed connections with 
the advertising firm that he might return to Somer- 
ville to become engaged with the Ballantine & Van 
Fleet Carriage Company of this community. He 
remained with the latter concern for one year only, 
however, and then became a member of the staff of 
the Somerville Publishing Company in the capacity 
of bookkeeper and solicitor. Due to the fact that 
his most recent employers were publishers of the 
“Somerset Democrat,” popular newspaper of Som- 
erset County, Mr. Hoagland proceeded to apply 


himself most energetically to a study of the news- 
paper profession, and it was not long before he 
was rewarded for his interest by appointment as 
local editor of the “Democrat.” Even as his former 
business connection with the newspaper had per- 
mitted Mr. Hoagland to acquire a thorough knowl- 
edge of the ramifications of the fourth estate, so 
did his position as newspaper man enable him to 
learn the theory and practice of printing, and in 
September, 1905, the “Democrat” having passed 
into the control of other owners, he was placed in 
full supervision of the plant. At the time of his 
acceptance of this responsibility, Mr. Hoagland 
found the affairs of the company in deplorable con- 
dition, but under his efficient administration it was 
completely rehabilitated within a period of two 
years. The publishing company, in addition to 
serving its patrons with an excellent newspaper, is 
also engaged on a large scale in the job printing 
business, day and night forces of workmen being 
required to meet the requirements of the trade of 
not only local character, but in the surrounding dis- 
trict and in New York City. 

In addition to his interests in the Somerville 
Publishing Company, Mr. Hoagland is a stock- 
holder and member of the board of directors of the 
Citizens’ Building and Loan Association, and is 
also a member of the Somerville Chamber of Com- 
merce, which organization is a most progressive 
factor in the advancement of this section. 

In political belief, Mr. Hoagland inclines toward 
the policies and candidates of the Democratic 
party. He is a consistent member of the Second 
Dutch Reformed Church at Somerville. Among 
the fraternal organizations with which Mr. Hoag- 
land is affiliated are the following: Solomon’s 
Lodge, No. 46, Free and Accepted Masons; Somer- 
ville Lodge of the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks; the Knights of Pythias, of which latter 
Mr. Hoagland is a member of the Grand Lodge; 
and the Independent Order of Foresters. He is 
also a member of the Bachelor Club, one of the 
Pioneer social organizations of New Jersey, and 
the Raritan Valley Country Club. 

On January 16, 1906, Carlton P. Hoagland was 
united in marriage to Miss Lucy Kent, daughter of 
Mrs. Samuel Stewart, a resident of East Orange, 
New Jersey, and they are the parents of: 1. Carl- 
ton Stewart, born on January 10, 1907, at Somer- 
ville. 2. Martha Veghte, born February 17, 1913. 
3. Robert Kent, born June 20, 1915. The business 
address of Mr. Hoagland is No. 16 Union Street ; 
the family reside at No. 124 West Cliff Street, 
Somerville, New Jersey. 
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HON. GEORGE M. BALDWIN—Mayor of 
the borough of South Bound Brook, Hon. George 
M. Baldwin is a substantial and thoroughgoing 
citizen of this progressive community, and one who 
has rendered his personal association and counsel 
with the leading business interests here, and with 
the directorship of the various institutions, one of 
welcome and permanent value to growth and im- 
provement. In the business world, Mr. Baldwin 
is an electrical engineer of prominence, and as a 
member of the firm of Archer & Baldwin, dealers 
in electrical equipment for power plants, he has 
secured a repute that is more than State-wide, and 
the product of his firm is distributed among lead- 
ing plants of general public utility. 

George M. Baldwin, son of F. Ruel and M. 
Jennie (Minor) Baldwin, was born September 28, 
1881, at Waterbury, Connecticut, and with the re- 
moval of his parents to Jersey City, he attended 
the public schools there. Studiously inclined to 
electrical investigation, he began the study of elec- 
trical and mechanical engineering, and by system- 
atic reading and a correspondence course, he se- 
cured his first information for establishing himself 
in the business in which he is today a leader. 

He spent four years in this study, from 1900 to 
1904, in association with the Bass Foundry and 
Machine Company, and during the following three 
years he was active in his own name as an engineer. 
In 1907, Mr. Baldwin joined the interests of an 
engineering concern, and in 1912 he established the 
present firm of Archer & Baldwin, Incorporated, 
dealers in electric power plant equipment, handling 
all kinds of this product. They cover the United 
States in their business, and export to Canada, 
Mexico, and abroad. 

Mr. Baldwin has been a resident of South 
Bound Brook since 1905, and has upon all occa- 
sions taken a deep interest in the progress of civic 
affairs. A Republican in his political views, he 
first served as a member of the town council. In 
1913, he was elected mayor, and is now serving his 
seventh term in that office. 

Fraternally, Mr. Baldwin is affiliated with 
Eastern Star Lodge, No. 105, Free and Accepted 
Masons; Valley of Jersey City Consistory, Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite; and Salaam Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine; as well as with Lodge No. 1388, Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks. He is a liberal 
contributor to all religious and benevolent objects. 





CHARLES HENRY FERGUSON—To the 
progress of the financial activities of Butler, 


Charles Henry Ferguson has given the attention of 
the successful banker and business man, and as 
cashier of the First National Bank he possesses 
the confidence and good will of the large com- 
munity of which Butler is a center. 

A son of Charles A. and Sarah (Hartwell) Fer- 
guson, Charles Henry Ferguson was born Novem- 
ber 24, 1881, at Forestburgh, Sullivan County, New 
York. Charles A. Ferguson was connected with 
the American Hard Rubber Company of Butler, 
and is now deceased, while Mrs. Ferguson is 
still living in Yorktown, Virginia. To Charles 
A. and Sarah (Hartwell) Ferguson were born six 
children, three of whom are still living: Fred H., 
of Rochester, New York; Mary Louise, who mar- 
ried Harold W. Johnson of Yorktown, Virginia, 
connected with the Navy Mine Department; and 
Charles Henry, of whom further. 

Charles Henry Ferguson attended the public 
schools at Parksville, New York, and at Butler, 
New Jersey, and the McChesney Business Col- 
lege of Paterson, New Jersey. After leaving busi- 
ness college he became connected with the Phoenix 
National Bank of New York City, remaining 
there for seven years. On June 1, 1907, he be- 
came identified with the”First National Bank at 
Butler, as bookkeeper, was appointed assistant 
cashier July 6, 1909, and cashier on November 8, 
1916, a position he still holds (1927). 

Fraternally, Mr. Ferguson is affiliated with Si- 
lentia Lodge, No. 168, Free and Actepted Masons; 
Boonton Chapter, No. 21, Royal Arch Masons; and 
with the Paterson Lodge, No. 60, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks. He is a member of the 
Butler and Bloomingdale Chamber of Commerce 
and the Rotary Club of Butler; and he is also a 
member of the North Jersey Country and Walk- 
hill Country clubs. 

Charles Henry Ferguson married (first), June 
28, 1916, Mildred Logan, daughter of Daniel B. 
and Carrie (Mills) Logan, who died July 28, 
1917. He married (second), January 9, 1926, at 
Pompton Lakes, New Jersey, Grace Fitzgerald, 
daughter of Edward and Mary (Smith) Fitz- 
gerald. 


DR. WILLIAM HAROLD WIGGINS—The 
Wiggins family, of which Dr. William Harold 
Wiggins, of Boonton, is an outstanding represen- 
tative, has long been prominent in the annals of 
New Jersey, and the line of descent to him from 
his great-grandfather, David Wiggins, is through 
the following: 

David Wiggins, born in 1785, spent his life in 
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Morris County, married a Miss Guard, and died in 
1869 in Rockaway Township at the age of eighty- 
four; he and his wife had seven children: Lewis, 
William F., Jonathan, David, Daniel, Sallie, and 
Rachel. Sallie Wiggins married Alexander Nor- 
ris, and Rachel Wiggins married Abram Shawger. 

William F. Wiggins, second child of David Wig- 
gins and wife, was born at Mount Hope, and was 
a man of great activity and usefulness. He was 
interested in mining for many years, having opened 
the Richards Mines at Port Oram, and having 
served as mine foreman for years, as well as su- 
perintendent of the forge and rolling mills at 
Dover. He died in Succasunna in 1892 at the age 
of seventy-eight, having been born in 1815. He 
married Susan H. Dughty, who died in 1880. Of 
their children the following is recorded: Albert 
D. Wiggins was drowned in the Cumberland River 
while crossing with his Union Army command dur- 
ing the Civil War; Euphemia, deceased, became the 
wife of William H. Mase; Sarah Louise, lived at 
Succasunna; Dr. Henry C. Wiggins became a phy- 
sician and more of his career follows: Mattie D. 
Wiggins became the wife of W. E. Coursen, of 
Succasunna. 

Their son, Dr. Henry C. Wiggins, was born at 
Luxemburg, now Port Oram, June 13, 1844, and 
became one of the prominent and influential men 
of the vicinity. When he was eleven years of age 
he removed with his parents to Dover, and attended 
the public schools of that place until he was six- 
teen. He became a clerk in his father’s store at 
this age, thoroughly grounded himself in the prin- 
ciples of business, and spent two years behind the 
counter of the store kept by his father. At the end 
of this service he clerked a year for U. H. Struble, 
Stanhope merchant, at the conclusion of which 
service he formed a partnership with John M. 
Knight, and successfully conducted the store busi- 
ness there three years. Fired with an ambition to 
broaden his sphere of usefulness, he began study- 
ing medicine, sold his interest in the store and be- 
came the pupil of Dr. Hedges in the latter’s office 
and here prepared himself for college. For four 
years he studied in the Albany Medical College at 
Albany, New York, and graduated in 1874 with the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine. On receipt of his 
diploma he removed to Succasunna, where for six- 
teen years he practiced very successfully and made 
a valued place for himself in the estimation of the 
neighborhood. Ailments which he had been fore- 
stalling among his patients now visited him, and in 
his weakened condition, due to overwork, laid him 
low, so that he was forced to give up his practice 


for six years and take a more leisurely course. At 
the end of six years he was much improved, and 
desiring to avoid a repetition of his breakdown, he 
purchased the store goods of Josiah Meeker, in 
1896, and built up a prosperous trade. Dr. Wig- 
gins married, September 12, 1872, Belle M. North- 
rup, daughter of Moses Northrup, and they had 
four children: 1. Albert M., for some years as- 
sociated with Austin, Nichols & Company, whole- 
sale grocers at New York. 2. Irene N. 3. Flor- 
ence L. 4. William Harold, of whom further. 
Dr. Wiggins’ family are consistent members of the 
Presbyterian Church. For nine years he served as 
a member of the Board of Education, and for a 
time as its clerk. For many years he operated the 
sand quarries near Flanders, and shipped many 
carloads through New York, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania. He was the first president of the 
Succasunna Board of Trade. 

Dr. William Harold Wiggins, of Boonton, New 
Jersey, fourth child of Dr. Henry C. Wiggins and 
Belle M. (Northrup) Wiggins, was born at Suc- 
casunna, Morris County, New Jersey, June 20, 1801, 
and received his early education in the Roxbury 
and Dover High schools, from the latter institu- 
tion of which he was graduated in 1910. He there- 
upon entered the Philadelphia College of Osteop- 
athy, from which he graduated with the class of 
1914 with the degree of Doctor of Osteopathy. 
He entered upon the practice of his profession at 
Boonton, and has made giant strides, introducing 
into his work a number of innovations original 
with himself. His interest in civic affairs is evi- 
denced by the fact that he served one term of three 
years as a member of the School Board of Boon- 
ton, September, 1924, to April, 1927. 

During the World War Dr. Wiggins was en- 
gaged in Young Men’s Christian Association work, 
located at Camp Lee, Virginia, and was active in 
the interests of the United War Work Council. 
In political affairs he is a member of the Repub- 
lican party. In secret order work he is a member 
of Arcana Lodge, No. 60, Free and Accepted 
Masons. He is president of the Rotary Club 
(1927-1928) and assistant foreman of the Fire 
Wardens. He belongs to the Presbyterian Church 
and was an elder therein for three years. 

Dr. Wiggins married, November 8, 1916, Eleanor 
Ann Husk, of Boonton, daughter of Samuel Berry 
and Julia (Headley) Husk, both living in Boonton, 
her father engaged in the bakery business. Mrs. 
Wiggins, like her husband, is a member of an old 
family which has contributed much to the progress 
and enlightenment of this entire section. 
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FRANK E. DUNKER—His position of influ- 
ence in the financial world of township and county 
has been secured by Frank E. Dunker, treasurer 
and member of the Board of Directors of the 
Newton Trust Company, through his proven abil- 
ities in finance and banking business, and the well- 
merited confidence of all with whom he is asso- 
ciated in his official and public life. He is a son 
of Gustav Dunker, a mechanic, and Barbara C. 
Dunker. 

Frank E. Dunker was born August 20, 1894, at 
Matamoras, Pennsylvania, and after attending the 
public schools there, he was graduated from East- 
man Business College in 1912. He at once entered 
upon his successful career in the banking world as 
a bookkeeper with the National Bank of Port Jer- 
vis; and after six years with that bank, he was 
called to the Newton Trust Company, at Newton, 
in July, 1919, to whose treasurership he was ad- 
vanced in 1922, and to whose Board of Directors 
he was elected in 1926. 

Foremost in all matters appertaining to the 
World War activities in this part of the State, Mr. 
Dunker served, also, as treasurer of the commu- 
nity chest at Matamoras, Pennsylvania, in 1918. 
Fraternally, he is affiliated with Harmony Lodge, 
No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons, at Newton; 
with Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Ma- 
sons; and with the Sussex County Tall Cedars of 
Lebanon, as Scribe; and he is also a member and 
treasurer of Newton Lodge, No. 1512, Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks; and of Newton 
Rotary Club. His religious faith is that of the 
Presbyterian Church. 

Frank E. Dunker married, June 27, 1916, at 
Matamoras, Pennsylvania, Josephine I. Hamilton, 
daughter of George W. and Carrie Hamilton. 
Their children are: 1. Beatrice C. Dunker. 2, 
Jean M. Dunker. 3. Frank E. Dunker, Jr. 4. 
Barbara M. Dunker. 


HON. ALFRED MILLS—Alfred Mills, coun- 
sellor-at-law, was prominently identified with va- 
rious offices of trust and responsibility in this 
State for many years. He was a son of Lewis and 
Sarah Ann (Este) Mills, and a descendant through 
both his parents from many of the early settlers 
of this country who were prominent in Revolu- 
tionary and Colonial times. 

Mr. Mills was born in Morristown, July 24, 
1827, and obtained his preparatory education at the 
Morris Academy in his native town. Matriculat- 
ing at Yale University in 1844, he was graduated 
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with high honors three years later. While a 
student in that institution he was a member of the 
famous Skull and Bones Society. He took up the 
study of law in the office of Edward W. Whelp- 
ley, later Chief Justice of New Jersey, and was 
admitted to the bar of this State as an attorney in 
1851, and in 1854 as a counsellor. Almost immedi- 
ately after his admission to the bar he took a high 
place in his profession, and through his uncom- 
mon ability and great force of character he re- 
tained a prominent position among the lawyers of 
the State for over sixty years. 

In 1856 he associated himself in a partnership 
with Jacob W. Miller, who had served for twelve 
years as United States Senator from New Jersey, 
and this connection was continued in force until 
the death of Mr. Miller in 1862. Until 1872 Mr. 
Mills then practiced independently, and in that 
year, with William E. Church, organized the firm 
of Mills & Church, which remained in existence 
until 1883, when Mr. Church was appointed a 
judge of the United States Circuit Court for the 
District of Dakota. While Mr. Mills never per- 
sonally aspired to the holding of public office, he 
complied with the earnest wishes of his fellow 
citizens on a number of occasions, holding it to be 
for the best interests of the community that he 
should set aside his personal wishes in favor of 
those of the greatest number. He was elected 
mayor of Morristown in 1874, and served with 
ability in this office until 1876, when he was nomi- 
nated as the Republican Congressional candidate 
for his district. He fully realized, at the time of 
his nomination, that his election was a matter of 
impossibility, but his high sense of party honor 
would not permit him to decline the nomination. 
He was appointed Prosecutor of the Pleas for 
Morris County in 1867, and displayed marked 
ability during the term he served in this office. 
As executor, trustee of estates and in fiduciary 
positions, his services were in constant demand 
for many years. He possessed the confidence of 
the entire community. His financial connections 
were as director in several of the Morristown 
banks at various times, and in other corporations 
and institutions. 

His interest in religious matters was deep and 
abiding, and of long standing. He became a ves- 
tryman of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in 1863, 
became junior warden in 1866, and served as 
senior warden from 1873 until the time of his 
death in 1913. He attended the annual conventions 
of his diocese as a deputy from 1864 until shortly 
before his death. For a quarter of a century he 
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served as a member of its standing committee, 
and so thorough was his knowledge of church law 
considered, and his helpfulness so universally rec- 
ognized, that his advice was sought in the solu- 
tion of church troubles in all sections of the State. 
The country at large has also been greatly bene- 
fited by the universal interest he took in church 
affairs. He served as trustee of the General Theo- 
logical Seminary for a number of years, and in 
1883 became one of the board of managers of the 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Episcopal Church in the United States. When 
this was reorganized he became a member of the 
Board of Missions, and attended its meetings with 
the greatest regularity until he was past eighty 
years of age. He was chosen a deputy to the 
General Convention of the Episcopal Church in the 
United States in 1874, and was regularly chosen 
every three years for thirteen consecutive times 
to each triennial meeting as a lay deputy of his 
diocese, representing the Diocese of New Jersey 
in 1874, and after that time, when the diocese was 
divided, representing the Diocese of Newark, for- 
merly known as that of Northern New Jersey. 
He served as a member of many important com- 
mittees at these meetings. 

The legal cases which received the benefit of 
Mr. Mills’ conduct were noted for the careful 
preparation with which they were invariably pre- 
sented, and the precision and accuracy with which 
the facts were marshaled. His arguments were 
always clear and convincing, and the details of his 
presentation were absolutely correct. He never 
ceased to keep abreast of the times in his pro- 
fessional reading, which he always considered 
recreation as well as in the nature of work. 

Mr. Mills married, September 24, 1857, Kath- 
arine Elmer Coe, a daughter of Judge Aaron and 
Katharine (Elmer) Coe, of Westfield, New Jer- 
sey. To Mr. and Mrs. Mills were born four daugh- 
ters and two sons. His two sons, Hon. Alfred 
Elmer and Edward Kirkpatrick, are both lawyers, 
sketches of whom follow this. 


HON. ALFRED ELMER MILLS is the eld- 
est son of Hon. Alfred and Katharine Elmer (Coe) 
Mills. His father, Alfred Mills, whose sketch 
precedes this, was a well known and prominent 
lawyer of New Jersey, under whose guidance and 
inspiration the son received much of his training 
and legal heritage. 

Alfred Elmer Mills was born in Morristown, 
Morris County, New Jersey, July 22, 1858. After 
having completed his preparatory schooling he 


entered the College of New Jersey, which is now 
Princeton University, being graduated with hon- 
ors, receiving his degree of Bachelor of Arts with 
the class of 1882, and that of Master of Arts in 
1885. After graduation he determined upon a 
legal career, and diligently prepared himself for 
the profession. In 1886 he was admitted to prac- 
tice in the courts of New Jersey as an attorney. 
In 1889 he became a counsellor. 

Mr. Mills associated himself with his father in 
the practice of law and continued until his father’s 
death in 1913, to occupy the same office with him. 
His ability, integrity and probity were soon recog- 
nized. He was counsel for the town of Morris- 
town and served from 1892 until 1894. Four years 
later in 1898, he was appointed by Governor 
Griggs to be prosecutor of the Pleas for Morris 
County, in which capacity he served until 1903, 
performing his duties and discharging the func- 
tions of his office to the distinct satisfaction of 
his fellows and with enhanced honor to himself. 

At the expiration of his term as prosecutor in 
1903, Mr. Mills was appointed by Governor Mur- 
phy to be president judge of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas for Morris County, and in 1908 was 
reappointed by Governor Fort for another term of 
five years. During the time he was on the bench 
his conscientious devotion to the principles of jus- 
tice, his tolerance and consideration, together with 
his pronounced fairness, kindliness and sympathy, 
won for him the deep admiration and high esteem 
of his host of friends and colleagues, and all those 
who appeared before him, lawyers and laymen. 
Since 1913 he has continued his private practice 
at Morristown, New Jersey. Enjoying an exten- 
sive clientele, he possesses an intensive and com- 
prehensive knowledge and understanding of the 
law, which inspires many to seek his advice and 
counsel. 

In addition to his legal activities, Hon. Alfred 
Elmer Mills is prominently and influentially iden- 
tified with several other enterprises of civic sig- 
nificance and economic importance. He is a mem- 
ber of the board of managers of the Morris 
County Savings Bank, and a member of the board 
of directors of the National Iron Bank. In 1910 
he was appointed by Governor Fort as a member 
of the Washington Crossing Commission. He 
has been for fourteen years president of the 
Washington Association of New Jersey. Mr. 
Mills is likewise a member of the board of trus- 
tees of the Morristown Library and the Morris- 
town Green. He is a member of the American 
Bar Association, the New Jersey State Bar As- 
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sociation, and the Bar Association of Morris 
County, of which he was at one time president. 

He is also a member of the Morristown Club, 
the Morris County Golf Club, the Princeton Club 
of New York, and other clubs. In politics, he is 
a Republican. He is a member of St. Peter’s 
Protestant Episcopal Church, in the work of 
which he is very much interested, and has been 
very active for many years. He is junior warden 
of the parish. He is also a member of the Stand- 
ing Committee of the Diocese of Newark. 

Mr. Mills has never married. 





HON. EDWARD KIRKPATRICK MILLS 
was born at Morristown, New Jersey, on July 25, 
1874. He is the youngest son of Hon. Alfred and 
Katharine Elmer (Coe) Mills. 

Edward K. Mills prepared for college at the 
old Morris Academy in Morristown. In 1892 he 
entered Princeton University from which he was 
graduated with honors in 1896. In that year he 
entered the Columbia University Law School and 
after completing his course received the degree of 
Bachelor of Laws, and in 1899 was admitted, as 
an attorney-at-law to the New York Bar. 

Subsequently in 1900 he was admitted as an at- 
torney-at-law of New Jersey, and in 1904 as a 
counsellor. Shortly after his admission to the bar 
he established a lucrative practice at Morristown, 
which has been confined to New Jersey. He 
maintained his offices with his father, the Hon. 
Alfred Mills (see a preceding biography), one of 
the leaders of the New Jersey Bar. Soon after 
his admission to the bar, Mr. Mills became as- 
sistant prosecutor of the Pleas for Morris County, 
and later was counsel for the town of Morris- 
town, and served in that capacity for over five 
years. In 1909 he was elected to the Senate of 
New Jersey to fill an unexpired term, and served 
as an efficient member of that body for one year. 

In 1918, Governor Edge of New Jersey ap- 
pointed Mr. Mills president judge of the Court of 
Common Pleas for Morris County, the same posi- 
tion which his brother Alfred Elmer Mills held 
from 1903 to 1913. At the expiration of his term 
as judge, in 1923, Mr. Mills again became active 
in the practice of his profession and remained so 
until January, 1924, when he was elected presi- 
dent of the Morristown Trust Company, one of 
the leading financial institutions of northern New 
Jersey. 

Mr. Mills has been active in many ways outside 
of his profession. He is a member of St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church, Morristown, and was at one 


time a director of the First National Bank of 
Morristown. He is vice-president of the Morris- 
town Memorial Hospital, a trustee of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association of Morristown, presi- 
dent of the Evergreen Cemetery Association, pres- 
ident of the Morris County Bankers’ Association, 
a trustee of the Morristown Green, and a member 
of the Graduate Council of Princeton University. 
Among his clubs are the Morristown, the Morris 
County Golf, and the Nassau, of Princeton. 

On January 21, 1905, Mr. Mills married Laura 
Emott Slade, daughter of Jarvis Morgan and 
Laura H. (Emott) Slade. They have two chil- 
dren: Edward Kirkpatrick, Jr., born March 19, 
1906, now a student at Princeton University. 2. 
Alfred Slade, born August 12, 1909, now at Phil- 
lips-Exeter Academy, 





BOWDEWINE ROY—The record of those 
who have laid the foundations of the present in 
Sussex County, New Jersey, would not be com- 
plete without mention of those who tilled their 
farms, met their obligations as citizens, and reared 
their families to usefulness and a fair measure of 
happiness. Among those who have long since 
left the scene of their labors should be mentioned 
Bowdewine Roy, whose death occurred in 1907, 
but who left descendants who still carry on the 
family name and the family traditions. Mr. Roy was 
engaged in farming in Sussex County, throughout 
his life, and close to the old homestead of 200 
acres, on a farm of his own, he reared his large 
family. 

The pioneer of this family in Sussex County 
was Stephen Roy, who settled in Stillwater Town- 
ship (now Fredon Township) about the time of 
the Revolution. He was the owner of some 800 
acres of land, and followed farming throughout 
the entire period of his active career. As his sons 
grew to manhood they were given farms upon this 
big tract, and in turn became skilled agricultur- 
ists. Among the children of Stephen Roy was 
John, of whom further. 

John Roy, son of Stephen Roy, was born on 
the homestead farm in Stillwater Township, Sus- 
sex County, New Jersey, February 16, 1780, and 
died October 19, 1837. He married Esther Dod- 
der, who was born September 19, 1794, and died 
November 19, 1872, and they were the parents of 
nine children: 1. Henrietta, born December 14, 
1814, died February 4, 1837. 2. Austin, born Feb- 
ruary 28, 1817, died young. 3. Irene, born April 
25, 1819, died August 30, 1892. 4. Bowdewine, of 
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whom further. 5. Insley, born October 12, 1824, 
died June 2, 1887. 6. Newton, born September 2, 
1826, died May 10, 1909. 7. Catherine, born No- 
vember 17, 1828, died October 25, 1906. 8. Sarah 
Maria, born September 12, 1831, died November 
16, 1905. 9. Albert, born June 30, 1834, died Octo- 
ber 24, 1919. 

Bowdewine Roy, son of John and Esther (Dod- 
der) Roy, was born in Stillwater Township, Sus- 
sex County, New Jersey, October 2, 1821, and died 
August 23, 1907. He attended the local public 
schools, assisting his father on the farm when 
school was not in session, and when school days 
were over engaged in farming for himself on a 
farm of his own, a tract of 200 acres, which was 
originally a part of the homestead farm originally 
purchased by his grandfather, Stephen Roy. He 
was a skillful farmer and a much respected citi- 
zen, who was always ready to contribute his share 
to the advancement of the public welfare. His 
religious affiliation was with the Yellow Frame 
Church, which he served as a member of the 
Board of Trustees and as elder. 

Bowdewine Roy married Ann Maria Willson, 
who was born May 9, 1835, and died March 23, 
1885, daughter of Obed and Elizabeth (Kink- 
huff) Willson. Both are buried in the Yellow 
Frame Church Burying Ground. They were the 
parents of the following children: 1. Esther, died 
September 27, 1883, wife of Philip R. Hardin. 2. 
Lewis, died December 22, 1918; married Elizabeth 
Huff. 3. Elizabeth, married William A. Roy, son 
of William C. Roy. He died March 23, 1900, leav- 
ing no children. The widow resides with her sis- 
ter, Jennie. 4. Jane, or Jennie, as she is more fre- 
quently called, is unmarried, and resides with her 
sister, at No. 20 Division Street, Newton. 5. 
Austin, died in Newton, October 24, 1922, unmar- 
ried. 6. Emma L., married Joseph E. Gruver, a 
prominent farmer and fruit grower of Fredon, 
Sussex County, New Jersey. The religious affilia- 
tion of the family is with the Presbyterian Church. 


WILLIAM ROSS SUTPHEN—William R. 
Sutphen, justice of the peace, of Somerville, New 
Jersey, and a man who has long been active in all 
civic and community affairs of that borough, was 
born February 4, 1871, in this borough. Mr. Sut- 
phen is a son of Arthur P. and Hannah (Potter) 
Sutphen, both of whom are descendants of old and 
well-known New Jersey families. Arthur P. Sut- 
phen, the father, was, before his son, justice of 
the peace of the borough of Somerville, an office 
which he filled for a considerable number of years 
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prior to his retirement in the year 1901, his total 
service in this office being just thirty years in dura- 
tion. Mr. Sutphen, the elder, was one of the most 
active and highly-respected citizens in this com- 
munity. He died March 15, 1911, and his wife died 
in December, 1910. 

His son, William R. Sutphen, received his edu- 
cation in the public and high schools of Somer- 
ville, and immediately upon the completion of these 
courses of study branched out tor himself, receiv- 
ing his first real contact with the world of com- 
merce as an employee of the United States Post 
Office at Somerville. He remained in this work 
for a period of about one year, but at the end of 
that time he resigned to become a member of the 
staff of his father’s office, a position which he 
retained until his father retired, in 1901, when Mr. 
Sutphen, the younger, was appointed justice of the 
peace in his father’s place. Despite the duties 
of this office, Mr. Sutphen still finds time in which 
to assume a number of other responsibilities, 
among the more important of which are his posi- 
tions as secretary of the Board of Health; treas- 
urer of the Citizens’ Building and Loan Associa- 
tion; secretary of the Somerville Hook and Lad- 
der Company; treasurer of the Somerville Fire- 
men’s Relief Association. Mr. Sutphen also car- 
ries on a commercial enterprise of his own in 
which he handles all types of insurance except life 
insurance. He is also in the service of the State 
as the New Jersey automobile license agent at 
Somerville. In his political preferences he is in- 
clined toward the Democratic party, and in his 
political life he is one of the most active citizens 
in this borough. 

Despite the many varied duties of his many 
offices, Mr. Sutphen has still found time in which 
to keep up the club and social side of his life; for 
he is affiliated fraternally with the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, No. 1068. He is also 
a member of the Somerville Chamber of Commerce. 

William R. Sutphen married, during the year 
1894, Jessie Squier, of Somerville, daughter of 
Jonathan and Eleanor (Smith) Squier, both de- 
ceased. Mr. and Mrs. Sutphen are the parents 
of five children: 1. Raymond P. Sutphen, who is 
now associated with his father. 2. Eleanor Sut- 
phen, who married Arthur L. Meredith, of Somer- 
ville. 3. Frazee Cole Sutphen. 4. William R. 
Sutphen, Jr. 5. Virginia Sutphen. Mr. and Mrs. 
Sutphen and their family reside at No. 35 Ross. 
Street, Somerville, in which borough they attend 
the First Reformed Church, in which Mr. Sutphen 
has served as a member of the board. 
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HON. ALLEN R. SHAY—A native and life- 
long resident of Sussex County, New Jersey, 
Judge Shay has been for many years one of the 
leading lawyers of this section and one of the 
most highly respected citizens of Newton, the 
county seat. Engaged there in the practice of his 
profession for almost half a century, he has not 
only built up a large and important practice, but 
has also served with great ability and conscien- 
tiousness in several important public offices, in- 
cluding that of county judge. He is widely known 
for his deep interest in public affairs and enjoys to 
an unusual extent the confidence of his fellow 
citizens. 

Allen R. Shay was born in Sandyston Township, 
Sussex County, August 10, 1850, a son of Tim- 
othy E. and Catherine (Layton) Shay. He was 
educated in the local district schools, at Newton 
Collegiate Institute, and at Wesleyan University, 
Middletown, Connecticut, from which latter he 
graduated in 1872 with the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts. After graduating from college he taught 
school for several years, being principal of the 
school at Hamburg, Sussex County, from 1872 to 
1875. During these years he also continued his 
own education, as a result of which he received 
the degree of Master of Arts from his alma mater 
in 1875. He then took up the study of law under 
Thomas Kays and Charles J. Roe and was ad- 
mitted to the bar as an attorney in 1877 and as a 
counsellor in 1880. Since then he has been en- 
gaged in the general practice of his profession in 
Newton, where he is considered one of the most 
successful members of the bar. At various times 
his fellow-citizens have honored him by election 
to different offices of trust and responsibility. 
From 1881 to 1883 he served as county counsel, 
from 1883 to 1885 he was a member and director 
of the board of freeholders, and later he was ap- 
pointed by Woodrow Wilson a member of the 
county board of taxation until May 26, 1913, when 
Acting Governor James F. Fielder appointed him 
county judge. This position, for which he was 
eminently qualified, he continued to fill with much 
credit to himself and benefit to the county until 
April 1, 1926, when his term expired and when he 
returned to private practice in Newton, not being 
a candidate for reélection. During his years on 
the bench he emulated the attitude of Judge Ben 
B. Lindsey, of Denver, in dealing with first time 
offenders, believing that if there were a possibil- 
ity of bringing out the good qualities of a man or 
boy brought before him, it should be given an 
opportunity. For a number of years he occupied 
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part of the suite of offices of Hon. Levi H. Mor- 
ris (q. v.), but after his elevation to the bench he 
established himself in the office formerly occupied 
by the late Lewis J. Martin, on High Street, 
Newton. 

Judge Shay married (first) Amanda J. Hill, 
who died in 1889. He married (second), Decem- 
ber 26, 1893, Cora Shimer, who, for a number of 
years prior to her marriage was a well-known 
and successful teacher in the Newton public 
schools. Judge Shay is the father of two chil- 
dren: 1. Henry D., born March 7, 1884, and 
connected for a number of years with the New 
York Telephone Company. 2. Emma W., a resi- 
dent of Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, born April 12, 
1886. 


CHARLES 8S. STEELE—The banking inter- 
ests of this State have been fortunate in the course 
of their expanding activities to possess as one of 
the foremost factors in their business counsel and 
their material growth, Charles S. Steele, who in 
association with the Sussex National Bank for 
fifty-eight years, devoted his gifts as a financier 
to the steady and substantial increase of that insti- 
tution, and thus to the banking history of the State 
itself. Mr. Steele, now retired, is a pioneer and 
a veteran in the banking business, and to Newton’s 
general civic and community advancement he has 
ably and efficiently contributed. His forefathers 
established themselves in New Jersey in Revolu- 
tionary times. His grandfather, Samuel Steele, 
born March 10, 1773, died April 28, 1828, and his 
grandmother, Ann (Sharp) Steele, born in 1765, 
died July 25, 1847, lived at Hackettstown, Warren 
County, and they had children: Robert; Daniel, 
of whom further; Moses; John; Samuel. Sam- 
uel Steele, who had come from England, settled 
at Trenton, and died in this State. 

Daniel Steele, son of Samuel and Ann (Sharp) 
Steele, was born July 29, 1803, in Trenton, and died 
March 21, 1879, at Newton, at the Steele home- 
stead on Water Street. Coming to Sussex County 
as a young man, he became a leading carpenter and 
builder at Newton. When he was twenty-one 
years old, he married Susan Stickles, who was 
born in Springdale, June 4, 1806, and died Septem- 
ber 19, 1862. Their children: 1. Charles, died 
when he was twenty-one years old. 2. Mary Ann, 
died at twelve years of age. 3. Whitman, died in 
his sixty-fifth year. 4. Harriet, died single at the 
advanced age of eighty-one years. 5. John, died 
in infancy. 6. Charles S., of whom further. 
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Charles S. Steele was born August 19, 1850, at 
Newton, where he attended Miss McCarter’s Pri- 
vate School on Trinity Street. During the Civil 
War, he was a clerk in the law offices of Coult & 
Anderson, where he continued about four years. 

On May 1, 1867, Mr. Steele first became asso- 
ciated with the old Sussex Bank, as clerk, and he 
rose by merited promotion to teller and assistant 
cashier. He continued with that. institution, as 
the Sussex National Bank, until January 1, 1925, 
through the long period of fifty-eight years, and 
he is today the oldest living banker who has been 
in continuous service in the State. He is now 
living in retirement at No. 12 Elm Street, New- 
ton. Since 1876, Mr. Steele has been a member 
of the Newton Steamer Fire Company, No. 1, serv- 
ing as engineer during that period, and for more 
than a half century he has been the treasurer of 
the Newton Firemen’s Relief Association. 

Mr. Steele served as Newton town treasurer 
about sixteen years, and he was a member of the 
town committee for more than thirty years. This 
is a strong Democratic town, but Mr. Steele is a 
Republican in his political views, and his popular- 
ity and ability secured him in official position. He 
has always taken a deep interest in local affairs. 
He was manager of the Young Men’s Social Club 
for some time; he served as manager of the New- 
ton Athletic Association for a quarter of a cen- 
tury, and in his youth was pitcher on the local fire 
department baseball teams, and he is well known 
to young and old. 

Charles S. Steele married Plianna Ridgeway, 
daughter of Newell C. Ridgeway, of Cuddeback- 
ville. New York. She died May 17, 1902. Their 
children were: 1. Florence O., who is librarian 
of the Franklin public schools, Franklin, New 
Jersey. 2. Susan S., wife of Fred A. Leach, liv- 
ing in Newton, New Jersey. They have one son, 
Charles Allen Leach. 3. Daniel R., graduate of 
Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. He 
is a civil engineer with the Sussex County engi- 
neers. He served during the World War, enlist- 
ing from college at Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, with 
the Bucknell Unit Ambulance Corps, S. S. N. 524, 
A. E. F. He saw active service at the front and 
was in France about two years and was in active 
service till the Armistice was signed. He married 
Grace Harms and they have a daughter, Eliza- 
beth Ann Steele, and they live in Newton. 


HARVEY SNOOK—A member of an old 
Sussex County family and himself a native and 
lifelong resident of that part of New Jersey, Mr. 
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Snook has been successfully engaged in the prac- 
tice of his profession as civil engineer for almost 
two decades, or since he completed his technical 
education in 1907. 

Henry Snook, great-grandfather of Harvey 
Snook, lived all of his life and died near Beemer: 
ville, Sussex County, New Jersey. 

His son, William Snook, was born December 6, 
1793, died July 20, 1888; married Christana Stiv- 
ers, and both are buried at Baleville, Sussex 
County. William Snook was a farmer in Hamp- 
ton Township, at Myrtle Grove, where he was one 
of the well-known men of his day, greatly re- 
spected by everyone who knew him. William and 
Christana (Stivers) Snook were the parents of the 
following children: 1. John. 2. Henry. 3. Effie, 
who married Ira Mills. 4. Matilda, who married 
Ira Van Atta. 5. Hiram, of whom further, father 
of the subject of this sketch. 6. Caroline, who 
married Thomas Struhle. 

Hiram Snook, son of William and Christana 
(Stivers) Snook, was born in 1829 and died in 
1883, being buried in Baleville. He was a farmer 
at Myrtle Grove, Hampton Township, Sussex 
County, where he met with great success in this 
field. He was also interested in civic affairs, serv- 
ing his party as Town Committeeman for a num- 
ber of years. Hiram Snook married Emma Sher- 
red, daughter of Richard and Flora (Hunt) Sher- 
red, who was born in 1841, and died in 1920. They 
were the parents of the following children: 1. 
William R., who resides at Andover, New Jersey, 
where he has charge of the Andover Creamery. 
2. Elmer, living in Newark, New Jersey. 3. Flora, 
wife of Ralph Bell, who lived in Paterson, New 
Jersey. 4. Harvey, of whom further. 

Harvey Snook, son of Hiram and Emma (Sher- 
red) Snook, was born on a farm in Hampton 
Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, April 2r, 
1883. He received his preliminary education in the 
public schools of Branchville, Sussex County, and 
prepared for college at Blair Presbyterian Acad- 
emy, Blairstown, Warren County, New Jersey. He 
then entered Lafayette College, Easton, Pennsyl- 
vania, from which he was graduated in the class 
of 1907, with the degree of Civil Engineer. For a 
short time after graduation he was a member of 
the engineering corps of the New York Central 
Railroad Company. In 1909 he established himself 
in Newton, Sussex County, as a civil engineer. In 
his professional work he met with marked success 
and eventually formed a partnership with William 
J. Hardin, under the firm name of Snook & 
Hardin, Civil Engineers. In 1913 he was appointed 
county engineer of Sussex County, which im- 
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portant and responsible position he has continued 
to fill since then to the entire approval and great 
benefit of his fellow-citizens. His standing in his 
profession is very high, and both in his private 
and public capacities he has made valuable contri- 
butions to the development and welfare of his 
native county and of his community. He has also 
served as a member of the Newton Water Com- 
mission, and for a number of years has been a 
member of the examining board for professional 
engineers and land surveyors of the State of New 
Jersey. His public offices are located in the county 
courthouse at Newton, while his private offices are 
at No. 11 High Street. 

During the period of the World War he served 
as first lieutenant of Company A, 104th Engineers, 
20th Division, United States Army, and saw active 
service in France for one year. He is very active 
in the social and fraternal life of Newton and Sus- 
sex County, being a member of Kittatinny Lodge, 
No. 164, Free and Accepted Masons, of Branch- 
ville; Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Ma- 
sons; DeMolay Commandery, No. 6, Knights 
Templar, of Washington, Warren County; Salaam 
Temple, of Newark, New Jersey, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows; Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. He holds membership in the New- 
ton and Sussex County Country clubs. 

Harvey Snook married, in 1908, Lu Ella Roy, a 
daughter of Lewis and Elizabeth A. (Huff) Roy. 
Mr. and Mrs. Snook have no children and make 
their home at No. 27 Maple Avenue, Newton. 


JOHN FARRELL—Endowed by nature with 
unustial mechanical and inventive talents, Mr. 
Farrell began, while still a boy, to experiment 
with the improvement of farm tools and ma- 
chinery. Later in life his interest in and ability 
for the solution of mechanical problems decided 
him to devote all of his time and energies to the 
manufacture of several hay tools, invented and 
patented by him at various times. In this busi- 
ness, located for many years in Newton, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, he has met with marked 
and continuously growing success, and the vari- 
ous products of his factory have become gener- 
ally and favorably known and widely used, not 
only in his own immediate neighborhood and in 
the State of New Jersey, but also in many other 
parts of the United States. Up to 1914 Mr. Far- 
rell, with the able and sympathetic assistance of 
his wife carried on this business himself, but 
since then it has been under the management of 
one of his sons, Frank Ingersoll Farrell, the name 
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of the firm being changed at that time to John 
Farrell & Son. His success as an inventor is the 
result of his mechanical ability, and intimate 
knowledge of farming, gained by long personal 
experience; and also of an unusually forceful 
character and purposeful energy. His work has 
been of great usefulness to the farming interests 
of this country and his position in the community 
where he has lived and worked for so many years 
is an assured one. 

John Farrell was born in Frankford Township, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, March 6, 1846, his 
parents being of Irish and Scotch descent and 
representing the best type of sturdy and thriity 
farmers. When he was two years old his father 
purchased a large farm in what was then known 
as Newton Township, but is now called Andover, 
Sussex County, New Jersey. There he was 
reared and early in life acquired a thorough 
knowledge of farming. He was educated at the 
Springdale Public School; at Blair Academy, 
Blairstown, Warren County; at Pennington Sem- 
inary, Pennington, New Jersey; and at Bryant & 
Stratton’s Business College, Newark, New Jer- 
sey. Having completed his education he returned 
to the home farm, the management of which he 
took over about 1874. At the same time he also 
engaged in the selling of farm implements, prin- 
cipally horse hay forks and carriers. While he 
was still a boy he delighted in spending every 
spare minute in working out miniature models of 
farm tools, machinery and implements. As early 
as 1882 his continuous experiments had produced 
a reversible hay carrier and grappling hay fork. 
In 1883 he built a shop on the farm and began 
to manufacture these implements and to place 
them on the market. From time to time improve- 
ments have been made, until in their present per- 
fected form they have become a very important 
and, indeed, in many cases a necessary adjunct to 
the farmers’ equipment. Mr. Farrell continued to 
manufacture his hay tools on the farm for several 
years. Eventually, however, after the death of his 
parents, he leased the farm and removed to New- 
ton, where he purchased the home which he has 
occupied ever since, and where he built a factory, 
in which he has continued the manufacture of his 
inventions on a more extensive scale. Gasoline 
engines having become universally used among 
farmers, he set about to construct some device to 
save labor in unloading hay. His work in this 
direction resulted in the construction of the hoist 
which can be operated in unloading by the man 
on the load, thus eliminating the need for a horse 
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and man. This machine, besides being of great 
usefulness to the farmer in harvesting his hay 
and grain and in filling his ice house, is found of 
great value whenever the need arises to elevate 
anything. In 1895 Mr. Farrell was for a short 
time engaged in the manufacture and sale of peach 
baskets. At that time peaches were extensively 
grown in Sussex County and the manufacture of 
baskets had become quite an industry. It occurred 
to Mr. Farrell that a machine might be con- 
structed which would accomplish the various 
operations necessary to their manufacture, which 
was then being carried on by hand. The result 
was a machine, which, after months of study and 
experimenting, produced perfect peach baskets. 
In this invention Mr. Farrell was extensively as- 
sisted by one of his sons, William D. Farrell, a 
practical machinist with a great deal of inventive 
ability. The younger Mr. Farrell at that time 
was associated with his father in the shop, con- 
tributed many of the ideas represented in the 
peach basket machine and shared in the building 
of it. The patent for the new machine was issued 
in 1907. Early in 1908 Mr. Farrell’s son died, 
and this unexpected loss so saddened and dis- 
heartened the father that he gave up his plans 
for the manufacture of the machine and likewise 
discontinued the manufacture of baskets. Since 
then he has devoted his time exclusively to the 
manufacture of his various hay tools. In connec- 
tion with these, as well as with some other in- 
ventions, he has taken out a number of patents. 
In 1914 the management of the hay tool business 
began to prove too burdensome for Mr. Farrell’s 
advanced years. Another of his sons, Frank In- 
gersoll Farrell, decided to relieve his father of this 
burden and to assume the responsibilities of carry- 
ing on the business founded by the latter. He 
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he was engaged at that time in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, returned to Newton and there entered 
into partnership with his father under the name of 
John Farrell & Son, which firm has since then 
carried on the enterprise. This readjustment also 
brought relief to Mrs. Farrell, who had been an 
important factor in the development of the hay 
tool business ever since its inception, having acted 
as Mr. Farrell’s secretary from 1875 until IQI4. 
During recent years advancing age has necessarily 
reduced Mr. Farrell’s activities. But he con- 
tinues to enjoy active participation in the work of 
his factory and, as far as his health permits, 
keeps on planning improvements and experi- 
menting. 
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John Farrell married, in 1874, Ida M. Ingersoll, 
of Belvidere, Warren County. Mrs. Farrell is a 
member of an old family, some of her ancestors 
having fought in the War of the Revolution. For 
many years she has been a member of Chinkche- 
wunska Chapter, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, of which she has been recording sec- 
retary from 1914 to 1926, resigning this office in 
the latter year. Mr. and Mrs. Farrell are the 
parents of three sons: 1. William D., see follow- 
ing biography. 2. Frank Ingersoll, see a follow- 
ing biography. 3. John Stuart, see a following 
biography. The family home is located at No. 39 
Halsted Street, Newton. 


WILLIAM D. FARRELL—Possessed, like 
his father and brothers, of unusual mechanical 
ability and inventive talent, the late William D. 
Farrell during his short life of thirty-three years 
had reached notable expertness as a machinist 
and draughtsman. In these two capacities he had 
been of great assistance to his father, John Far- 
rell (see preceding sketch) during the later years 
of his life in connection with the hay tool factory, 
established and conducted by the older Mr. Far- 
rell in Newton, Sussex County, New Jersey. As 
an inventor he had also shown great promise, and 
if death had not cut short his career, he would 
undoubtedly have added many other achievements 
to his credit. 

William D. Farrell was born at Springdale, 
Andover Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
April 17, 1875, the eldest son of John and Ida 
M. (Ingersoll) Farrell. He was educated at the 
Springdale Public School, at Newton Collegiate 
Institute and at Blair Hall, Blairstown, Warren 
County, New Jersey. The next three years he 
spent with F. B. Shuster & Company, of New 
Haven, Connecticut. He was an expert machin- 
ist and draughtsman and for a number of years 
was associated with his father in the latter’s fac- 
tory at Newton, devoted to the production of hay 
tools. He also collaborated with his father in the 
invention of a peach basket manufacturing ma- 
chine, which embodied many of the ideas of the 
younger Mr. Farrell and on which a patent was 
issued by the United States Patent Office in 
Washington, District of Columbia, in 1907. Plans 
for the manufacture on a commercial scale had 
been completed and undoubtedly would have re- 
sulted in a profitable enterprise, when death sud- 
denly claimed William D. Farrell. The loss of 
his brilliant son and co-worker so saddened Mr. 
Farrell, Sr., that he never carried out these plans, 
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and the peach basket manufacturing machine was 
never placed on the market. 

William D. Farrell married, at Augusta, 
Georgia, December 21, 1901, Lucille Gray Fitz- 
gerald, a daughter of James Fitzgerald. Mr. and 
Mrs. Farrell were the parents of one son, James 
Fitzgerald, born August 13, 1904. 

William D. Farrell died at his home in Newton, 
March 109, 1908, survived by his wife and infant 
son, as well as by his parents and two brothers. 
By his death his family lost a loving husband, 
father, son and brother, his many friends a genial 
and faithful associate, his community a useful and 
promising member. 


FRANK INGERSOLL FARRELL—Though 
a lawyer by education and actively engaged in 
the practice of his profession with much success 
for some four years, Mr. Farrell since 1914, has 
been associated with his father, John Farrell (see 
a preceding biography), in the manufacturing 
business at Newton, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
as a member of the firm of John Farrell & Son. 
The active management of this business in recent 
years has devolved largely upon Frank I. Far- 
rell, and in meeting these responsibilities he has 
shown unusual business ability and energy. Un- 
der his capable guidance the firm, engaged in the 
manufacture of the well-known Farrell hay tools, 
has enjoyed continuous and ever increasing pros- 
perity. Mr. Farrell also takes an active part in 
the civic, social and religious life of his commu- 
nity, where he is considered one of the leading 
and most successful of the younger generation of 
business men. 

Frank Ingersoll Farrell was born in Andover 
Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, a son of 
John and Ida M. (Ingersoll) Farrell. He was 
educated in the public schools of Newton, Sussex 
County; at the English and Classical School, 
Newton; at Princeton University, from which 
he graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Arts, 
and at Harvard University Law School, from 
which he graduated with the degree of Bachelor 
of Laws. Admitted to the bar, he established 
himself in the practice of law in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, where he was associated with the law 
firm of Benner and Brown from 1910 to 1914. In 
the latter year he returned to Newton, in order 
to relieve his father of the burden of conducting 
the manufacturing business established by the 
latter in Newton. For this purpose the firm of 
John Farrell & Son was formed, of which Mr. 
Farrell has been the managing member in recent 
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years. He is a director of the Newton Public 
Library and a member of the Newton Tennis 
Club, while his religious affiliations are with the 
Presbyterian church. 

Frank Ingersoll Farrell married, at Ocean 
Park, Maine, in 1911, Mary Buzzell, a daughter 
of Charles F. and Roxa M. F. Buzzell. Mr. and 
Mrs. Farrell are the parents of one child, Fran- 
ces, born in 1912, and make their home in Newton. 


JOHN STUART FARRELL— Inheriting from 
his father an unusual mechanical and inventive 
ability, Mr. Farrell, when the time had arrived 
to choose his life-work, decided upon an engineer- 
ing career and took up the study of mechanical 
and electrical engineering. Since completing his 
technical education and graduating from college 
he has been connected with various large engi- 
neering concerns in the East and Middle West. 
In recent years he has been located in St. Louis, 
Missouri, where he is successfully engaged as a 
contractor, consulting mechanical and electrical 
engineer and inventor. 

John Stuart Farrell was born at Springdale, 
Andover Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
a son of John and Ida M. (Ingersoll) Farrell 
(see a preceding biography), the former a well- 
known and successful inventor and manufacturer. 
He was educated in the public schools of New- 
ton, Sussex County, New Jersey; at Miss Rosen- 
krans’ Preparatory School, at Newton; and at 
Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken, New 
Jersey, from which latter he graduated as a me- 
chanical and electrical engineer. Having com- 
pleted his education he was connected successively 
with the Westinghouse Company, Wilkinsburg, 
Pennsylvania; the Worthington Pump Company, 
Newark, Néw Jersey; and the Bowser Manufac- 
turing Company, Fort Wayne, Indiana, with which 
latter concern he remained for seven years in the 
capacities of inspector and manager. He then 
went to St. Louis, Missouri, to supervise the 
equipment of the new building of the St. Louis 
Pump & Tank Company. Having completed this 
work successfully, he established himself at St. 
Louis as a contractor, mechanical and electrical 
engineer and inventor, and since then has made 
his home and headquarters in this city, where he 
has achieved notable success in his several fields. 
His religious affiliations are with the Protestant 
Episcopal church. 

John Stuart Farrell married at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Newark, New Jersey, Febru- 
ary 14, 1914, Fanny Oken. Mr. and Mrs. Farrell 
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are the parents of three children: 1. Ruth Muriel, 
born June 13, 1915. 2. Stuart Lawrence, born 
November 5, 1917. 3. Harold Macbeth, born 
March 25, 1920. 


LEWIS M. MORFORD—Among the well- 
known men of Sussex County who are prominently 
identified with the financial interests of Northwest- 
ern New Jersey is Lewis M. Morford, vice-presi- 
dent of the Sussex and Merchants’ National Bank 
of Newton. His grandfather, Samuel D. Morford, 
was the founder of the old Sussex Bank, the pio- 
neer institution, which in more recent times merged 
with the Merchants’ National Bank, its first com- 
petitor, to form the present organization. The 
son of the founder, Theodore Morford, was also 
identified with this institution throughout his ac- 
tive years. Faithfulness, integrity, and ability of a 
high order have been the distinguishing traits of 
this family, for more than two hundred years a 
part of the development of New Jersey. 

The family was founded in America by Zebulon 
Morford, born in Wales in 1722, who died in Cran- 
bury, New Jersey, October 24, 1794. He married 
Susanna Barton, who was born in England, Sep- 
tember 25, 1727, and who died in Cranbury, New 
Jersey, January 15, 1812, where they had settled 
shortly after their marriage. Zebulon and Susanna 
(Barton) Morford were the parents of eleven 
children: 1. John. 2. Mary. 3. Noah, 4. Benja- 
min. 5. Stephen, of further mention. 6. Zebulon, 
of further mention. 7. Susanna. 8. Lewis. 9. 
Theodosia. 10. Charles. 11. Sarah. 

Stephen Morford, son of Zebulon and Susanna 
(Barton) Morford, was born November 10, 1756, 
and died at the age of seventy-seven. He served 
in the Revolutionary War with distinction and honor, 
enlisting promptly among the very earliest volun- 
teers, in August, 1776, and serving throughout the 
entire period of the war. Active, daring, and effi- 
cient, he early won recognition, and on several oc- 
casions was selected by General Washington per- 
sonally for the performance of difficult and haz- 
ardous duties. That he pleased his superior offi- 
cers is indicated by the fact that at the close of 
the war he held the rank of major. During the 
early period of the conflict he was stationed as 
one of the guards in charge of the prisoners taken 
at the battle of Princeton, while they were con- 
fined in some of the college buildings, and when 
they were marched to Philadelphia, he was one of 
those detailed to take charge of them. He mar- 
ried Mary Hamilton, whose parents are mentioned 
with the Dentons in the “Republican Court.” The 
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line here traced, however, descends through Zeb- 
ulon Morford, brother of this hero. 

Zebulon Morford, son of Zebulon and Susanna 
(Barton) Morford, was born March 30, 1759, and 
died at Princeton, New Jersey, April 2, 1841. He 
married, November 13, 1785, Mary Denton, a de- 
scendant of Denton Hall, of Warnell, county of 
Cumberland, England. She was born December 
5, 1765, and died December 20, 1843. Zebulon and 
Mary (Denton) Morford were the parents of the 
following children: 1. Susan. 2. Mary, who mar- 
ried William Little. 3. Samuel Denton, of further 
mention. 4. Charles. 5. Harriet, married John 
Nicholl. 6. Josiah Firman. 7. Robert C. 8, Eve- 
lina Belmont, who married Robert L. Weakley. 

Samuel Denton Morford, son of Zebulon and 
Mary (Denton) Morford, was born on the old 
homestead at Princeton, New Jersey, September 
20, 1790, and died at Newton, New Jersey, April 
11, 1865. He received a good business and aca- 
demic education. In early manhood he became a 
clerk in a New York City bank which proved to 
be the beginning of a long and honorable banking 
career. Moving to Newton, New Jersey, he found 
the community without a bank, and the leading 
business men who were acquainted with the repu- 
tation of Mr. Morford in that field, were desir- 
ous of having him organize such an institution 
there. Mr. Morford organized the Sussex Bank, 
of which, in 1818, he became the first cashier. 
From that time to the day of his death, forty- 
seven years, he filled that position ably and faith- 
fully, earning a reputation for prudence, foresight, 
business acumen, and banking knowledge which 
spread far beyond the confines of his own locality, 
throughout New Jersey and to New York City. 
When he died, thanks largely to his efforts, the 
Sussex Bank was firmly established. Mr. Morford 
made friends readily and kept them, and the indi- 
vidual confidence accorded him was readily trans- 
ferred to the organization with which he was iden- 
tified. Politically, he gave his support to the old 
Whig party until it was superseded by the Repub- 
lican organization, to which he then gave earnest 
support. His adherence was given, in religious 
matters, to the Presbyterian Church. 

Samuel Denton Morford married, June 25, 1818, 
Elsie de Riemer, daughter of Samuel de Riemer, 
and granddaughter of Peter de Riemer, of New 
York City. She was born June 13, 1795, and died 
September 1, 1851. Children of Samuel Denton 
and Elsie (de Riemer) Morford: 1. Charles Au- 
gustus. 2. Anthony Denton. 3. Mary Anthony, 
who married Peter C. Adams. 4. William Edwin. 
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5. Robert Halstead. 6. John Henry Livingston, at 
the time of his death cashier of the National Cur- 
rency Bank of New York City. 7. Theodore, of 
further mention. 8. Harriet Evelina. 

Theodore Morford, son of Samuel Denton and 
Elsie (de Riemer) Morford, was born in Newton, 
New Jersey, June 28, 1835, and died in Newton 
May 26, 1908. He followed the example of his 
father and early began his banking career. In 
1851, when the business of the Sussex Bank had 
grown to such proportions that the cashier, still 
the only employe of the bank, required a clerk to 
assist him, the lad Theodore Morford, then sixteen 
years old, volunteered his services. From Febru- 
ary 24, 1851, until August 3, 1854, more than three 
and a half years, he received no salary. At the 
end of this period, however, the board of direc- 
tors presented him with the sum of $400 as com- 
pensation for his past performance and voted him a 
yearly salary of $400, which was increased in Feb- 
ruary, 1857, to $800, and seven years later to $1,200. 
The lanky and diffident lad who thus volunteered 
to help his father, applied himself with diligence 
to his duties, regardless of the fact that he re- 
ceived no compensation, and with his bright face 
and quiet and courteous attention won the confi- 
dence and hearty approval of bank patrons. When 
the father became ill in 1863, the son, entirely un- 
“assisted, performed all the work of the bank, keep- 
ing at it day and night for seven days in the week. 
Late in 1864 another clerk joined the force of the 
bank, George S. McCarter. When Samuel D. 
Morford died April 11, 1865, the bank he founded 
was growing rapidly, and shortly afterward 
changed its status from that of a State to that of 
a national bank. Theodore Morford was the log- 
ical candidate to succeed his father as cashier and 
not only won the election in the face of opposition 
from the president of the bank, but also won the 
confidence and friendship of that official as he 
proved his capability in his new and responsible po- 
sition. When, in the spring of 1865, the Sussex 
Bank was confronted with a new competitor, the 
Merchants’ National Bank, Mr. Morford confi- 
dently conducted the business, undisturbed by the 
slight decrease in aggregate deposits between 1865 
and 1870, and had the satisfaction of seeing a 
steady gain in its prosperity until the institution 
stood among the first in the land for security and 
credit. After thirty-seven years as cashier Mr. 
Morford, October 24, 1902, was elected president 
to succeed David R. Hull, deceased. In all he 
rounded out fifty-seven years of devotion to the 
bank. His talent, his. wisdom, his prudence, and 
his knowledge, which was the fruit of long fa- 
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miliarity with the affairs of the bank, were re- 
flected in the smooth progress of the bank during 
his presidency. His reputation as a financier 
brought him numerous opportunities to identify 
himself in advisory capacity with other concerns, 
but Mr. Morford refused most of them. He was 
at one time a member of the board of directors of 
the United States Mortgage and Trust Company 
of New York City, and at his death a trustee of 
the Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. 

Public affairs enlisted Mr. Morford’s active in- 
terest. Projects for the general betterment, both 
local and national had his hearty support. He was 
a director of the Newton Library Association from 
its inception. In 1880 he was elected collector of 
Sussex County and utilized his position to sys- 
tematize the work and inaugurate a new system of 
bookkeeping. He was a member of the Masonic 
Order, Harmony Lodge, No. 8; and of Baldwin 
Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons. His re- 
ligious affiliation was with Christ Episcopal Church. 
The following excerpts from the memorial pub- 
lished by the Sussex National Bank faithfully re- 
flect the esteem in which he was held by his asso- 
ciates and the character of the man: 


Every phase of Mr. Morford’s life could bear 
the most careful inspection. Here was a man too 
true to his position, too true to his friends, too 
true to his family, and too true to himself to com- 
mit any act for which he would have to make an 
apology or an explanation. 

In every way Mr. Morford’s professional career 
and his private life were such as to win the respect, 
esteem and confidence of his fellow citizens. His 
genial wit, coupled with dignity of manner; his 
thoughtfulness of others, his force of character, his 
integrity and sincerity won for him many friends. 
But more than that, his manly, yet lovable nature 
made all who knew him feel that he was their 
friend. 

Sussex County is noted for her sons who have 
gone out into the world and won renown in law, 
in politics, and in finance. She honors these sons 
for the credit they have reflected upon her; but 
she honors none of them more than she does the 
memory of Theodore Morford. 


Theodore Morford married, December 23, 1856, 
Mary E. Morris, daughter of Judge Richard R. 
Morris, of Sparta, New Jersey. Judge Morris 
was a direct descendant of Lewis Morris, first Gov- 
ernor of New Jersey, and his sister married James 
Seven 
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Morford. 1. 
Lewis M., of further mention. 2. Evie de Riemer, 
who married H. B. Douglas. 3. Theodore, at one 
time a clerk in the First National Bank of New 
York City, who died in California in 1923. 4. 
Mary Morris, of Newton. 5. H. C. Kelsey, for- 
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merly in the employ of the Lehigh and Hudson 
Railroad Company, now a member of the firm of 
Vail & Morford, dealers in coal, lumber, etc., 
Warwick, New York. 6. Virginia Treadwell. 7. 
Samuel D., who died in early manhood. 

Lewis M. Morford, son of Theodore and Mary 
E. (Morris) Morford, was born at Newton, New 
Jersey, December 10, 1857. After receiving a 
careful education in the public and private schools 
of Newton, he followed in the footsteps of his 
father and grandfather and identified himself with 
the old Sussex National Bank in Newton as a 
clerk in 1874. Two generations of markedly suc- 
cessful banking ability evidently proved a heredi- 
tary family faculty for finance and a preference 
for occupation in that field. Mr. Morford illus- 
trates this. The same faithfulness and integrity 
which marked the careers of his forebears are 
salient features of his own character. From 1806 
to 1902 he served as assistant cashier, from 1902 
to 1908 as cashier, and from 1908 to 1925 as vice- 
president and cashier of the Sussex National Bank. 
On January I, 1925, the Merchants’ National was 
consolidated with the older institution under the 
name of the Sussex and Merchants’ National Bank, 
and Mr. Morford was elected vice-president. He 
has been eminently successful in this responsible 
and constructive position, and his integrity and 
prudence, like those of his forebears who guaran- 
teed safety to the bank in the old days, are still 
guarding the financial interests of the people of 
Newton. 

Lewis M. Morford married, June 8, 1882, Lizzie 
D. Adams, daughter of John E. Adams, then of 
Deckertown, which is now known as Sussex, Sus- 
sex County, New Jersey. Mr. and Mrs. Morford 
are the parents of a daughter, Mary Morris, who 
married Hon. Ackerson J. Mackerley, a biography 
of whom follows. 


HON. ACKERSON J. MACKERLEY—Se- 
lecting the legal profession as the one in which 
his talents were best adaptable, Judge Mackerley 
has in a very short span of years won his spurs in 
his chosen field. His has been a colorful career, 
and one marked with accomplishment, success and 
untiring efforts in behalf of his community. A 
veteran of the World War, he returned to New 
Jersey and came to Newton, where he has lived, 
practiced law and is now serving on the bench of 
Common Pleas of Sussex County, New Jersey. 

The Mackerley family trace their residence in 
Sussex County to an early date in the history of 
New Jersey. Charles Mackerley established his 
residence in Lafayette Township, Sussex County, 


NORTHWESTERN NEW JERSEY 


New Jersey, in 1839. He was a very highly re- 
spected member of his community, and served as 
a member of the State Assembly from Sussex 
County. He ran a grist mill and foundry, and in 
connection with this was engaged as a farmer. He 
married Mary Ann Van Buskirk. The children of 
this union were: 1. Michael. 2. Elizabeth, mar- 
ried to Ackerson P. States. 3. Harriet, married 
to George M. Sutton. 4. Jacob B., of whom fur- 
ther. Charles Mackerley, died at the age of 
eighty-two, surviving his wife who had deceased 
at the age of sixty-seven. 

Jacob B. Mackerley was born in 1832. He fol- 
lowed farming for his livelihood in Lafayette 
Township and prospered in his industry. He 
married Elmira Smalley, who died at the age of 
forty-six. The couple had the following children: 
1. Charles E. 2. Frank N., deceased. 3. Mary 
Louisa, also deceased. 4. Ackerson V. B., of whom 
further. 5. Minnie M., deceased. Jacob B. Mack- 
erley died in 1904, at the age of seventy-two years. 

Ackerson V. B. Mackerley was born August 5, 
1868, in Lafayette, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
and went to the public schools of the town. When 
he was twenty years old he went to work with the 
Mutual Life Insurance Company and liked it so 
much that he decided to make that work his life 
occupation. He has been stationed in various 
cities of New Jersey for the Company, and has 
ultimately located permanently in Newton. He 
has been most successful and has become a lead- 
ing citizen of his town. Mr. Mackerley is a Dem- 
ocrat and was an assessor in Newton for twelve 
years. Having launched on a political career, he 
continued and was made under sheriff of Sussex 
County for three years, and in the fall of 1923 was 
elected sheriff of the county, which office he still 
holds. He married, April 9, 1890, Florence Mead, 
the daughter of Thomas and Mary Mead, and they 
have one son, the present Judge Ackerson J. 
Mackerley, of whom further. 

Judge Ackerson J. Mackerley, was born in Jer- 
sey City, New Jersey, July 19, 1891. He comes of 
a line of public-spirited forebears, and his back- 
ground is such that he is ably fitted for the work 
he now does. He was educated in the public school 
and high school of Newton, New Jersey, where 
his family had located. He read law in the office 
of Levi H. Morris and was graduated from the 
New Jersey Law School. Since 1913 he has been 
engaged in the practice of law in Newton, New 
Jersey. His work was interrupted by the World 
War, when he enlisted and served with the Base 
Hospital Unit 66. He was in France for thirteen 
months. From 1916 until 1926, Judge Mackerley 
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was district supervisor of inheritance tax of Sus- 
sex County, which position he gave up when he 
was appointed to judgeship in the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas of Sussex County, and in which capac- 
ity he is now serving. He is a member of the 
Newton Club, the North Morris Club, the Orange 
County Automobile Association and the Orange 
County Field Trial Association. With his family 
he attends the Episcopal Church of Newton. 

Judge Ackerson J. Mackerley married Mary M. 
Morford, the daughter of Lewis M. Morford, 
whose biography precedes this, and Lizzie D. 
(Adams) Morford, in Newton. They have a 
daughter, Jean, born December 24, 1919. Judge 
Mackerley’s offices are at No. 10 Park Place, 
Newton, New Jersey. 


CHARLES ANTHONY MEYER—One of 
the most prominent men of Sussex County, New 
Jersey, is Charles Anthony Meyer, retired civil 
engineer, who at the present time (1927) is serv- 
ing as director of the Board of Freeholders of 
Sussex County. Mr. Meyer has his desk in the 
freeholders’ office at Newton, New Jersey, but his 
home is in Andover, where he has resided for the 
past twenty-eight years. He has been, and is, very 
active in public affairs, has served in the State 
Legislature, also on special commissions, and has 
served as mayor of Andover for years. 

Charles Anthony Meyer was born in Hoboken, 
New Jersey, December 30, 1864, son of Charles 
A., who was also a civil engineer, and of Antoinette 
Meyer. He received his early education in the pub- 
lic schools of Hoboken, and after completing the 
high school course continued study in Cooper In- 
stitute, New York City, where he completed the 
course in civil engineering. He followed his pro- 
fession for some years in New York City and Ho- 
boken, and about 1890 made his first visit to 
Andover, where a few years later he permanently 
settled. At the outbreak of the Spanish-American 
War he enlisted in the 9th New York Volunteer 
Infantry and served until November 17, 18908, when 
he was mustered out of service with the rank of 
captain. In 1001 he removed from Hoboken to 
Andover, where he has since lived. Prior to his 
removal to Andover he was secretary of the Hud- 
son County Democratic Committee, serving from 
1894 to 1897. After his removal to Andover he 
was elected a member of the Borough Council of 
that place, and for three years was president of 
that body. In 1908 he was elected to represent 
Sussex County in the New Jersey Assembly, and 
so well did he serve that he was reélected in Ig09, 
1910 and 1911. During his terms of service in the 
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State Legislature he introduced the Delaware River 
Drive bill, also what was known as the Milk bill, an 
act favoring the milk producers of the State. He 
was a member of many of the important commit- 
tees of the- Assembly, and was not only popular 
among his associates but also commanded their 
respect and esteem. When his last term as Assem- 
blyman expired he was appointed by Governor 
Wilson to serve as a member of the State Water 
Supply Commission, in which capacity he served 
most efficiently for three years, at the end of which 
time the commission was consolidated with the De- 
partment of Conservation and Development. For 
four years Mr. Meyer served as mayor of Andover, 
and in 1922 he was made a member of the Board 
of Chosen Freeholders. He is now (1927) serv- 
ing his third term as director of that body. During 
the World War he was the chief civilian em- 
ployee in charge of the shipment of engineer’s sup- 
plies at the Port of Embarkation at Hoboken. Mr. 
Meyer takes an active interest in civic affairs and 
can always be depended upon to take a leading 
part in all matters which will be of benefit to the 
borough and county. 

He is a member of Harmony Lodge, No. 8, Free 
and Accepted Masons; Baldwin Chapter, Royal 
Arch Masons, of Newton; DeMolay Commandery, 
Knights Templar, of Washington; and Salaam 
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mys- 
tic Shrine, of Newark. He is also a member of 
the Knights of Pythias, also of the Army and 
Navy Club, and of various other social and fra- 
ternal organizations, including the Tall Cedars of 
Lebanon; Newton Lodge, No. 654, Loyal Order 
of Moose; and Newton Lodge, No. 1512, Benev- 
olent and Protective Order of Elks. He is an ac- 
tive member of the Newton Board of Trade, and 
chairman of the Sesqui-Centennial Celebration of 
Sussex County, July 5, 1926. 

Charles Anthony Meyer was married, in New 
York City, November 12, 1890, to Augusta S. E. 
Bente, daughter of August and Emily Bente. Mr. 
and Mrs. Meyer became the parents of four chil- 
dren: 1.Ida. 2. Cora. 3. Charles A., Jr., who en- 
listed for service in the World War and was killed 
in action in the battle of the Argonne, France, Oc- 
tober 6, 1918. He was very popular in Sussex 
County, and in his honor the Lieutenant Charles 
A. Meyer Post, No. 86, of the American Legion, 
is named. 4. Eleanor E. 


RAYMOND SNYDER—A member of one of 
the oldest and most prominent pioneer families of 
Northwestern New Jersey, Mr. Snyder, following 
in the footsteps of his ancestors, devoted the 
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greater part of his life to agricultural pursuits. 
For many years, to the time of his retirement in 
1920, he cultivated with much success the old home 
farm in Sussex County. Since his retirement he 
has made his home in Newton, Sussex County, 
New Jersey, where he lives with his daughter, 
Laura, wife of Levi Howell Morris (q. v.), at 
No. 7 Halsted Street. There he is considered one 
of the leading members of the community, con- 
tinuing to give much attention, in spite of his ad- 
vanced age, to the affairs of the Sussex & Mer- 
chants’ National Bank, of Newton, of which he has 
been a director for many years. In former years 
he also took an active part in public affairs, serv- 
ing in various offices of trust and responsibility, 
while throughout his entire life he has always en- 
joyed a very high reputation for integrity and 
honesty. 

The Snyder family is of ancient origin, the 
founder of it in this country having come from 
Holland and settled in Connecticut many genera- 
tions ago. The first member of the family to come 
to the State of New Jersey was Joseph Snyder, 
the great-grandfather of the subject of this article. 
He was the father of ten children: 1. Jacob. 2. 


Elizabeth. 3. John. 4. Anne. 5. Catharine. 6. 
Henry. 7. Margaret. 8. William, of whom fur- 
ther. 9. Eva. 10. Mary. 


William Snyder, son of Joseph Snyder and 
grandfather of Raymond Snyder, was born March 
6, 1780. He was a resident of Lafayette Township, 
Sussex County, and was among the pioneer far- 
mers of this region, owning a farm of 160 acres, 
which he cultivated with much success for many 
years. He was known as Captain Snyder, and was 
one of the most prominent men of the county in 
his days. In politics he was a supporter of the 
Democratic party. He enjoyed a very wide ac- 
quaintance and, to an unusual extent, the confi- 
dence and respect of his fellow-citizens. Through- 
out his life he took a helpful interest in and was 
a liberal supporter of religious and charitable in- 
stitutions. He married July 5, 1801, Sarah Put- 
man, who was born November 12, 1779, and who 
died July 1, 1849. Mr. Snyder died September 10, 
1853. They were the parents of eight children: 1. 
John. 2. William, of whom further. 3. Jacob. 4. 
Catharine. 5. Rachel. 6. Elizabeth. 7. Sarah. 8. 
Mary. 

William Snyder, second son and child of Wil- 
liam and Sarah (Putman) Snyder, and father of 
Raymond Snyder, was born in Lafayette Town- 
ship, Sussex County, New Jersey, October 4, 1817. 
He followed farming for many years, having been 
reared on his father’s farm. After his marriage 
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he purchased a farm of his own, to which he 
gradually added until he owned some 200 acres of 
land. After having cultivated and lived on this 
property for fourteen years he sold it and pur- 
chased another farm, to which he removed with his 
family in the spring of 1856. This property was 
later owned and farmed by his son, the subject of 
this article. In the spring of 1868 Mr. Snyder re- 
moved to the village of Lafayette, where he en- 
gaged for a period of about three years, together 
with Mr. O. P. Armstrong, in the milling business. 
Throughout his life he was known as a successful 
farmer and a careful business man. Endowed with 
clear judgment, he was a man of practical ideas, 
and his word was considered as good as his bond. 
During the earlier part of his life he was a sup- 
porter of the Democratic party, continuing as such 
until Henry Clay ran for President. . From then 
on he voted with the Whigs until the Republican 
party was formed, after which he voted for the 
candidates of the latter for the rest of his life. 
He served as a freeholder and filled other minor 
local offices. He was also one of the organizers 
and a member of the original board of directors 
of the Merchants’ National Bank of Newton, New 
Jersey, the predecessor of the present Sussex & 
Merchants’ National Bank. He continued to take 
an active part in the management of this institu- 
tion to the time of his death, October 5, 1877. His 
religious affiliation was with the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, of which he was a regular attendant 
and a liberal supporter. He married, January 1, 
1842, Mary Jane Kays, daughter of Samuel and 
Elizabeth (Tuttle) Kays, of Hardyston Township, 
Sussex County. Mrs. William Snyder was born 
May 1, 1821, and died April 24, 1899. 

The Kays family, of which Mrs. William Snyder 
was a member, originally came from Edinburgh, 
Scotland. The founder of the family in this coun- 
try settled in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He 
was the father of two sons: John Kays and David 
Kays. The former was the grandfather of Mrs. 
Snyder was born March 9, 1739, and died July 13, 
18290. He was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, 
serving as one of General Washington’s body- 
guards. He married Sarah Hull, a daughter of 
Benjamin Hull, who was born October 21, 1753, 
and died September 20, 1824. Mr. and Mrs. John 
Kays were the parents of eleven children: 1. 
Mary. 2. John. 3. Lettie. 4. David. 5. William. 
6. James. 7. Thomas. 8. Benjamin H. 9. Martin 
R. 10. Samuel, of whom further. 11. Martha. 

Samuel Kays, tenth child and youngest son of 
John and Sarah (Hull) Kays and father of Mrs. 
Mary Jane (Kays) Snyder, was born June 2, 1791. 
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He was a soldier in the War of 1812, and for many 
years after his death his widow drew a pension 
from the Federal Government for his services dur- 
ing this conflict. He married, September 12, 1816, 
Elizabeth Tuttle, who was born June 11, 1797. 
They were the parents of six children: 1. Mar- 
tin. 2. Captain William T., a veteran of the Civil 
War, during which he served with the rank of 
captain and was cited for gallant services, later 
becoming a lawyer in Missouri. 3. Mary Jane, 
who married William Snyder and was the mother 
of the subject of this article. 4. Sarah A., who 
married Daniel Dolan. 5. Martha. 6. John. 

William and Mary Jane (Kays) Snyder were 
the parents of five children: 1. Samuel, who 
served in the Civil War for three years, now de- 
ceased. 2. Raymond, of whom further. 3. John, 
now deceased. 4. William, engaged in the whole- 
sale grocery business at Middletown, New York. 
5. Laura, now deceased, at the time of her death 
being the widow of Judge Henry Huston, of New- 
ton, Sussex County. 

Raymond Snyder, second son and child of Wil- 
liam and Mary Jane (Kays) Snyder, was born in 
Lafayette Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
December 10, 1846. He was educated in the public 
schools and at Blairstown Academy, Blairstown, 
Warren County, New Jersey. He was reared on 
his father’s farm, which he later took over and 
continued to cultivate for many years until 1920, 
when he retired from active work. He engaged in 
general farming and dairying, and in both fields 
met with marked success, his farm of some 214 
acres being one of the best managed farms in the 
county. Throughout his life he has taken a sin- 
cere and active interest in local public affairs, and 
he has served as a freeholder and as a school trus- 
tee. Many years ago he became a director, and 
later vice-president, of the Merchants’ National 
Bank of Newton. When this bank was consoli- 
dated with the Sussex National Bank, to form the 
present Sussex & Merchants’ National Bank, Mr. 
Snyder continued on the board of directors of this 
new institution, an office which he still holds. He is 
affiliated with the Presbyterian Church. He is a 
member of the Newton Club and the Board of 
Trade, and has always been a great reader, a pas- 
time in which he still indulges freely. Since his 
retirement he has made his home with his only 
daughter, Mrs. Laura (Snyder) Morris, of 
Newton. 

Mr. Snyder married, December 29, 1868, Cath- 
arine Roof, who died August 13, 1911, a daughter 
of Christopher and Mary Roof, and granddaugh- 
ter of Michael and Anne (Northrup) Roof, the 
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latter a daughter of Peter Northrup, of Hampton 
Township, Sussex County. Mr. and Mrs. Snyder 
were the parents of two children: 1. Fred R., for 
twenty years a successful shoe merchant in New- 
ton, and in more recent years engaged in the 
garage business in Hackettstown, Warren County, 
married to May Ostman and father of three chil- 
dren: Raymond, William and Margaret. 2. Laura, 
married to Levi Howell Morris, prominent attor- 
ney and president of the Newton Trust Company, 
Newton. 


ELMER E. VAN CAMPEN—Newton has a 
high grade of mercantile establishments in its busi- 
ness centre, that standard receiving a very sub- 
stantial representation on the part of the Van 
Campen Brothers’ Grocery. Elmer E. Van 
Campen, being one of the founders, has continued 
business under that firm name that has won the 
regard of the public patronage throughout a con- 
siderable district since the death of his brother, 
who was his partner. Mr. Van Campen holds a 
prominent place in the business, the social and the 
religious spheres of this section of the State, and 
is a man of well-proven enterprise and one of the 
leading business men. His forefathers were New 
Jersey men, his grandfather, Benjamin Van 
Campen, residing both at Stillwater and at Newton 
in succession. His children were: Robert; Samuel 
J.; Anna; William H., of whom further; Nettie. 

William H., son of Benjamin Van Campen, was 
born at Stillwater, and was a shoemaker by trade. 
Coming to Newton as a young man, he continued 
to follow his trade until about five years before his 
death at the age of sixty-seven years. and he also 
assisted his sons in their grocery. He married, in 
Newton, Araminta Ward, who died aged sixty-six 
years, daughter of Benjamin Ward. Their chil- 


dren: Anna; William H.; George B., deceased; 


Elmer E., of whom further; Samuel J., deceased; 
Charles D., who travels in the South as a sales- 
man, and resides in Brooklyn, New York. 

Elmer E. Van Campen was born September 12, 
1863, at Newton, and he was graduated at the pub- 
lic schools and attended the Collegiate Institute. 
After a year of employment as a clerk in Newton 
and two years in the same capacity in New York 
City, Mr. Van Campen returned to Newton, where 
for four years he was employed at the Merriam 
Shoe Factory. 

On April 11, 1887, with his brother, George B. 
Van Campen, he established a grocery under the 
name of Van Campen Brothers, at Spring and 
Water streets, Newton, in a building owned by 
their uncle, Samuel Van Campen. Here they re- 
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mained until the spring of 1911, when they re- 
moved their business to the present location, No. 
49 Spring Street. George B. Van Campen died 
April 27, 1924, and Mr. Van Campen continued 
the grocery under the same firm name, with in- 
creasing popularity and a model grocery well 
equipped in every particular. 

Fraternally Mr. Van Campen is affiliated with 
the Knights of Pythias; Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Order of Elks; Newton Club; and Newton 
Board of Trade. _He is a member of the Newton 
Band, and played alto in that organization for ten 
years. His religious faith is that of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, he is secretary of the offi- 
cial board, and was secretary of the Sunday 
school for twenty years. 

Mr. Van Campen’s brother, George B., who was 
born in, March, 1861, attended the Newton public 
schools, and after being employed for some years 
as a clerk, became a partner with his brother in 
the grocery, so continuing until his death in 1924. 
He was an active firemen, and was a charter mem- 
ber of the Steamer Fire Company of Newton. He 
also served on the official board of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and was librarian of the Sunday 
school. He married Mary McManus, of Sussex. 


LEWIS ALBERT WATERS—During the 
greater part of his active life, Lewis A. Waters 
has been in public service. He is well-known in 
Morris County, which he has served for the past 
ten years as a member of the Board of Freehold- 
ers, which office he still retains, serving now as 
chairman of the board. 

Lewis A. Waters was born in Madison, New 
Jersey, October 1, 1871, son of John and Sarah 
(Carter) Waters, and received his education in 
the public schools of his native town. Upon the 
completion of his high school course he became 
interested in the newspaper business and in that 
line he was successfully engaged for twenty-five 
years in Madison, New Jersey. During the period 
of his active business life in Madison, he served as 
postmaster there for fourteen years, and was 
active in local public affairs. In 1916 he was 
elected a member of the Board of Freeholders of 
Morris County, and to the duties of that office he 
has continued to give close and efficient attention 
to the present time. He is now chairman of the 
board. He is active and influential throughout 
Morris County, and is well known as one of the 
public-spirited citizens of this section of the State. 
He is well known fraternally, being a member of 
the Masonic Order of Madison Lodge, No. 93, 
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Free and Accepted Masons; of Oak Leaf Lodge, 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Junior 
Order United American Mechanics; Patriotic 
Order Sons of America; and of the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks, of which he is chair- 
man of the Board of Trustees, and he is also a 
member of the Elks’ Club. For fifteen years he 
has been president of the Madison Athletic Asso- 
ciation. He is Patriotic Instructor of the Ulysses 
S. Grant Camp, Sons of Veterans. His religious 
affiliation is with the Methodist Episcopal Church 
of Madison, and he is a member of the Madison 
Young Men’s Christian Association. 

Lewis A. Waters was married, at Florham 
Park, New Jersey, June 21, 1902, to May A. Corey, 
of Florham Park, daughter of Samuel A. and 
Laura E. (Searing) Corey. Mr. and Mrs. Waters 
are the parents of seven children: 1. Lewis A., 
Jr., married. 2. Elwood B., married Freda Bu- 
bolze. 3. Russell, married Marie Bolinger. 4. 
John Curtis. 5. Leslie LeRoy. 6. Gertrude M., 
married Walter E. Roehrs, and have three chil- 
dren: i. Walter E., Jr. ii. Gordon. iii, Robert 
Lewis. 7. Dorothy M. 


NATHAN H. HART—A member of one of 
the oldest and most prominent Sussex County fam- 
ilies, Mr. Hart himself is a native and lifelong 
resident of this county and has been for many 
years one of its most prominent and successful 
citizens. For thirty-five years, up to 1924, he was 
engaged in the coal, lumber and feed business at 
Newton, Sussex County, as president of The Hart 
& Iliff Company, and since then he has devoted his 
great abilities and energies to his many financial 
and agricultural interests. He is a large land 
owner and a director of one of the leading banks 
and insurance companies, as well as prominently 
and effectively active in public affairs and in the 
civic, fraternal, social and religious life of the 
community. In all these activities he has shown 
exceptionally keen business judgment and execu- 
tive ability, qualities which not only have gained 
for him a high standing in the community and 
great personal success, but have also extensively 
benefited the development and welfare of Newton, 
its people and its institutions. 

The pioneer member of the Hart family in Sus- 
sex County was Nathan Hart, who came from 
South Jersey and took up land in what is now 
Green Township. During the Revolutionary War 
his farm was occupied by the American Army as 
an encampment. He married Lydia Redman, and 
they were the parents of six children: Amos; Wil- 
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liam, of whom further; Nathaniel; Phoebe; Amy, 
and Elizabeth. 

William Hart, Sr., second son and child of 
Nathan and Lydia (Redman) Hart, was born in 
Green Township in 1778. He married Mary Mc- 
Ewen, a daughter of John McEwen, of Green 
Township, Sussex County, and they were the par- 
ents of eight children: Lydia, who married Joseph 
Reed; George; William, Jr.; Elizabeth, who mar- 
ried J. J. Van Doren; Henry, of whom further; 
Sallie A., who married W. Cortelyou; Stephen O.; 
Matilda, who married Nathan Smith. 

Henry Hart, grandfather of Nathan H. Hart 
was born in 1805, the fifth child and third son of 
William, Sr., and Mary (McEwen) Hart. He 
married Sarah Jane Morrow, born in 1806, died 
January 27, 1868, in her sixty-second year. Mr. 
Hart died October 2, 1885, in his eighty-first year. 
They are both buried in Newton Cemetery. Mr. 
and Mrs. Henry Hart were the parents of seven 
children: 1. Rebecca Ann, died January 12, 1854, 
in her twentieth year. 2. Lydia, died April 25, 
1856, in her twenty-fourth year. 3. Matilda, died 
July 30, 1856, in her seventeenth year. 4. William 
R., died December 20, 1856, in his twenty-seventh 
year. 5. Theodore F., died February 2, 1850, in 
his eighteenth year. 6. Mary, who married Nelson 
Cummings. 7. Azariah Davis, of whom further. 

Azariah Davis Hart, father of Nathan H. Hart, 
was born on the homestead farm near Springdale, 
Sussex County, midway between Newton and 
Andover, January 8, 1838, the youngest son and 
child of Henry and Sarah Jane (Morrow) Hart. 
He was educated in the public schools and followed 
agricultural pursuits throughout his entire life. 
He was the owner of a number of farms, includ- 
ing that on which he was born, which latter he 
occupied to within a few years of his death. Asa 
farmer he was very successful, and his various 
properties were managed with great energy, pro- 
gressiveness and ability. At all times he was 
deeply interested in all movements having for their 
object the betterment of farm conditions. Through- 
out his life he was an ardent supporter of the Re- 
publican party and a useful and public-spirited 
citizen. He died March 2s, 1913, as the result of 
an accident which he suffered while out driving 
with a friend behind a pair of spirited horses. 
He was buried in Newton Cemetery. Mr. Hart 
married, November 21, 1861, Hattie J. Hazen, a 
daughter of Nathan K. Hazen, of Johnsonburg, 


Warren County. Mrs. Hart was born January 3, 


1838, and died October 8, 10190, being laid to rest 
in Newton Cemetery. Mr. and Mrs. Hart were 
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the parents of one son, Nathan H., of whom 
further. 

Nathan H. Hart, only son and child of the late 
Azariah Davis and Hattie J. (Hazen) Hart, was 
born on the Hart homestead in Andover Town- 
ship, Sussex County, December 28, 1865. He was 
educated in the public schools of his native region 
and at the Newton Collegiate Institute. Soon 
afterwards, in 1889, he entered the coal, lumber 
and feed business as a member of the firm of Hart 
& Iliff, which was afterwards incorporated as the 
Hart & Iliff Company, with Mr. Hart as president. 
For thirty-five years, until 1924, Mr. Hart con- 
tinued actively in his business, which developed into 
one of the largest and most prosperous of its type 
in Sussex County. At the end of that period he 
sold his interest in this enterprise and since then 
has devoted himself to his extensive agricultural, 
financial and other interests. He is the owner of 
four valuable farms in Andover and Fredon town- 
ships, Sussex County, including the old Hart home- 
stead, which has been in the possession of the 
family for more than a century. He is a member 
of the board of directors of the Sussex & Mer- 
chants’ National Bank of Newton, and of the 
Sussex County Mutual Insurance Company, of 
Newton, one of the oldest and strongest mutual 
insurance companies of New Jersey, of which he 
is a member of the executive committee, also vice- 
president of this company. Always interested in 
the welfare and development of his community, 
he has served for a number of years as a member 
of the water and sewer commission of Newton. 
Mr. Hart was appointed on the water commission 
in 1924, and reappointed in 1927 for three years 
more. He is chairman of this important board, 
and is much interested in the pure water which 
Newton can boast of. He is also a director of the 
Newton Cemetery Association; a member of Har- 
mony Lodge, No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons; 
Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons; 
DeMolay Commandery, No. 6. Knights Templar, 
of Washington, Warren County; Salaam Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, 
of Newark; the Tall Cedars of Lebanon; the In- 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows; the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks; the Newton Board 
of Trade; the Newton Club; the Sussex Country 
Club, and the Newton Rotary Club, of which last 
two he is a charter member. He finds his recre- 
ation chiefly in hunting and fishing. 

Nathan H. Hart married, in 1889, Margaret Cox, 
a daughter of Charles C. and Margaret A. 
(Struble) Cox. Mr. and Mrs. Hart are the par- 
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ents of one daughter, Ethel M., married Lewis 
Van Blarcom, a prominent attorney-at-law of New- 
ton. The Hart family residence is located at No. 
19 Halstead Street, Newton. 

’ Mrs. Hart, like her husband, is a member of an 
old Sussex County family. The Cox family is of 
English ancestry, and the various spellings are: 
Cox, Cock and Cocks. Her grandfather, John 
Cox, was born in Sussex County and lived there 
all his life, being successfully engaged in farming. 
He married Lucy Current, and they were the par- 
ents of three children: Charles C., of whom fur- 
ther; Charity, and Sarah. 

Charles C. Cox, eldest child and only son of 
John and Lucy (Current) Cox, and father of Mar- 
garet (Cox) Hart, was born in Sussex County on 
October 29, 1838, and died at his home in Andover 
Township October 16, 1917, at the age of seventy- 
nine years. He was educated in the public gram- 
mar schools of his native region, and throughout 
his life was engaged in agricultural pursuits. He 
became one of the leading farmers and the largest 
individual landowner in Sussex County, owning at 
the time of his death some eighteen farms. These 
were located in Andover, Lafayette and Sparta 
townships and aggregated over 3,000 acres. 
Though Mr. Cox was a farmer of the old fash- 
ioned type, his farming operations met invariably 
with success, and he was considered the leading 
agriculturist in his part of Northwestern New 
Jersey. He was a man of untiring industry, of 
thorough knowledge of agriculture and a very keen 
judge of men and affairs. On his various farm 
properties he kept at least 500 milch cows, which 
made him one of the largest individual milk pro- 
ducers in the county. He was a member of the 
Dairymen’s League and one of its most: enthusi- 
astic and consistent supporters, firmly believing 
that the very life of the dairy interests of the 
county depended upon the permanent success of 
this organization. In every other respect, too, he 
had the welfare and advancement of the agricul- 
tural interests of his native county at heart. Polit- 
ically, he was a supporter of the Democratic 
party and of its principles, and though he never 
took a personal part in public affairs, he always 
showed an intelligent interest in the leading ques- 
tions of the day. He married, before having 
reached his majority, Margaret A. Struble, a 
daughter of Phillip and Margaret Struble. Mrs. 
Cox, who died on November 28, 1911, was a woman 
of unusual energy, and shared to a remarkable de- 
gree her husband’s interest in agriculture, being of 
much help to him in the management of his large 
farming properties. Mr. and Mrs. Cox were the 
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parents of three daughters: 1. Lucy E., widow of 
Lewis S. Iliff, of Newton, New Jersey, (q. v.). 
2. Margaret, wife of Nathan H. Hart, as men- 
tioned above. 3. Emma, wife of James Slock- 
bower, of Ramsey, New Jersey. 


REV. RICHARD THOMAS RYAN—A re- 
vered, honored and beloved leader of his parish, 
Father Ryan, by his sympathetic ministering to the 
wants of the members of his church, has endeared 
himself in the hearts of his congregation and has 
inspiringly carried on the work of those who came 
before him. His was not an easy task, for he suc- 
ceeded the late pastor, Rev. Martin A. V. D. 
Bogaard, who had built the church and who for 


years had been regarded with unfailing devotion. 


How well he has succeeded is manifest in follow- 
ing his career, and in the manner in which he has 
been ever ready to give comfort in time of sorrow, 
counsel in time of hardship and service whenever 
assistance was needed. 

Rev. Richard T. Ryan was born August 29, 1877, 
in Woodbridge, New Jersey. He was one of nine 
children and received his primary education in the 
public and parochial schools. He was graduated 
from Seton Hall College in June, 18098. There- 
after he entered St. Mary’s Seminary at Balti- 
more, Maryland, where, after three years of in- 
tensive work he was ordained to the priesthood on 
June 1, 1901, at the hands of the late Right Rev. 
James A. McFaul, Bishop of the Diocese of Tren- 
ton, at St. Mary’s Cathedral at Trenton, New Jer- 
sey. His first assignment was as curate to Rev. 
William Cantwell, rector of Star of the Sea 
Church at Long Branch, New Jersey. In the fol- 
lowing year he was transferred to the Church of 
SS. Philip and James, at Phillipsburg, New Jersey. 
His untiring efforts and unfailing devotion won 
him the admiration and recognition of his superior, 
Rev. P. F. Connolly. As a result thereof, in 1905, 
he was given the chaplaincy at Fort Hancock, 
Sandy Hook, New Jersey, in which capacity he 
continued for five years. On August I, IQI0, 
Father Ryan received the call to come to Somer- 
ville, New Jersey, and minister to the parish of 
the Church of the Immaculate Conception. This 
church had been established December 3, 1882, by 
its first pastor, the Rev. Martin A. V. D. Bogaard, 
the cornerstone was laid June 24 1883, and dedi- 
cated September 14, 1888. Father Bogaard was 
pastor until his death in August, 1910. Father 
Ryan immediately caught the spirit of the congre- 
gation, and has taken a deep interest in the devel- 
opment of the parish, which has a membership of 
about 1,000. Under his guidance a new school is 
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being built to aid and increase the educational work 
of the parish. It will accommodate 400 pupils. 
He is affiliated with the Knights of Columbus, and 
with the Lodge No. 1068, of the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks. He is a member of the 
Raritan Valley Country Club, and was for a time 
associated with the Rotary Club. 


FRED CALVIN SHOTWELL—Fred Cal- 
vin Shotwell, one of the most prominent educators 
in this part of the country, and the present super- 
vising principal of schools at Franklin, New Jer- 
sey, was born February 6, 1892, near Johnsonburg, 
Warren County, New Jersey. Mr. Shotwell is a 
son of James J. and Essie (Newett) Shotwell, 
both of whom are descendants of American pio- 
neer stock. 

Their son, Fred Calvin Shotwell, received his 
‘early education in the elementary schools of Ger- 
many Flats, Sussex County, New Jersey, com- 
pleting these studies in June, 1905. He then at- 
tended the Newton Academy, at Newton, New 
Jersey, from September, 1905, until June, 1907, 
after which he enrolled as a student of the Penn- 
sylvania State Normal School at East Stroudsburg, 
Pennsylvania, graduating from there with the class 
of 1910. He then pursued further academic train- 
ing at Lafayette College, graduating from there 
with the class of 1916, when he received the degree 
of Bachelor of Philosophy. Later, he pursued fur- 
ther training at Teachers’ College, Columbia Uni- 
versity, in the city of New York, completing these 
latter courses in June, 1921, when he received the 
degree of Master of Arts. Prior to this latter 
work, however, Mr. Shotwell had already obtained 
his first real contact with the world of pedagogy 
when, in September, 1911, he served as a student 
and substitute teacher of commercial subjects at 
Rider College, in Trenton, New Jersey. He had 
discontinued this work in the month of February 
of the following year to become head of the com- 
mercial department and teacher of elementary sub- 
jects at the New Jersey State Reformatory at 
Rahway, New Jersey, an institution with which he 
remained a part until June, 1913. In September, 
1916, he was appointed head of the science depart- 
ment of the Easton (Pennsylvania) High School, 
and he remained at this post until April, 1920, 
when he resigned to accept the post of principal 
of the Woodbridge (New Jersey) High School, 
where he remained for the two ensuing semesters, 
transferring in September, 1921, to the post of 
principal of both the junior and senior high schools 
at North Plainfield, New Jersey, where he re- 
mained until June, 1923. He then resigned to ac- 
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cept his present appointment as supervising prin- 
cipal of schools at Franklin, New Jersey, com- 


“mencing his very excellent work there in Septem- 


ber, 1923. 

In connection with his excellent career Mr. Shot- 
well has made it a point to keep up his close 
association with those learned societies which per- 
tain so closely to his work. Thus he now holds 
active membership in the National Society for the 
Study of Education, Washington, in the District 
of Columbia; the National Education Association, 
of Washington; the Department of Elementary 
School Principals, and the Department of Super- 
intendence, both of the National Education Asso- 
ciation above mentioned; the National Association 
of Platoon Schools, of Washington; the New Jer- 
sey State Teachers’ Association of Trenton, New 
Jersey; the New Jersey Schoolmasters’ Club, of 
Newark, New Jersey, and the New York School- 
masters’ Club of New York City; and he is also 
active as a member of the Board of Trade of 
Franklin, New Jersey; and the Walkill Coun- 
try Club, of Franklin. He is affiliated, as well, 
with the Plainfield Lodge, No. 885, Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks, of Plainfield, New 
Jersey, of which he became an Esquire in 1923; 
and the Samaritan Lodge, No. 08, Free and 
Accepted Masons, of Sussex County, New Jersey, 
of which he became the Senior Deacon in the early 
part of 1926, and the Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, 
Royal Arch Masons, of Newton, New Jersey; and 
he is also affiliated, fraternally, with the Sussex 
County Foresters, No. 37, Tall Cedars of Lebanon, 
of Newton. 

Fred Calvin Shotwell married, June 22, 1916, at 
Pittstown, New Jersey, Nettie Rae Roberson, a 
daughter of Augustus E. and Emma (Dalrymple) 
Roberson. Mr. and Mrs. Shotwell are the parents 
of two children, both of whom are daughters: 1. 
Doris Roberson Shotwell, who was born Septem- 
ber 20, 1918. 2. Janet E. Shotwell, who was born 
December 25, 1923. Mr. Shotwell and his family 
now maintain their residence at No. 1 School 
Plaza, Franklin. Mr. Shotwell attends the Pres- 
byterian Church, while Mrs. Shotwell attends the 
Baptist Church. 


ANDREW J. VANBLARCOM—A member 
of one of the pioneer families of New Jersey and 
himself a native and lifelong resident of the north- 
western section of this State, Mr. VanBlarcom has 
made his home in Newton, Sussex County, New 
Jersey, for almost six decades, ever since he came 
there as a young man of eighteen years in 1867. 
For many years one of this town’s most prom- 
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inent and successful business men, he has also 
taken a very active and effective part in the civic, 
financial and fraternal life of the community. 
Since 1912 he has been secretary of the Sussex 
County Mutual Insurance Company, one of the 
oldest and strongest companies of this type in 
New Jersey, and his unusual executive ability and 
energy have enabled him to make valuable contri- 
butions to its continuous growth and prosperity. 
In many other directions, too, he has done much 
to advance the development and welfare of New- 
ton, and it was largely as the result of his intense 
public spirit and broad vision that this town enjoys 
one of the finest water supplies in Northwestern 
New Jersey. Though well advanced in years, he 
continues to look effectively after his many and 
important interests, making his headquarters in 
the Park Block, Newton, one of the most substan- 
tial buildings of the town, erected by him in 1895. 

The VanBlarcom family came to this country 
from Hoiland, the first American ancestor settling 
in Bergen County, New Jersey, where he continued 
to live to the time of his death, having served as 
a soldier in the War of the Revolution. Garret 
VanBlarcom, a son of the founder of the family 
in America and grandfather of the subject of this 
article, was born in Bergen County, New Jersey, 
about 1780. He was a mason by trade, but spent 
the latter years of his life in farming in Sussex 
County. He served in the War of 1812, and died 
in 1834. He married, about 1804, Mary DeGraw, 
a member of a Huguenot family, affiliated with the 
Presbyterian Church, North, and a devout Chris- 
tian woman, who survived her husband for thirty 
years, dying in 1864 at the age of eighty years. 
They were the parents of four children: 1. Sam- 
uel, born in Bergen County, in 1805, continuing to 
live there until about 1820, when he came with his 
parents to Sparta, Sussex County. ‘There he fol- 
lowed farming throughout his life. He married, 
in September, 1829, Elizabeth Gunderman, a daugh- 
ter of Peter Gunderman, of Sparta, where she was 
born in 1811. They were the parents of eight chil- 
dren. 2. William, of whom further. 3. Susan, 
who married L. L. Conkling. 4. Mary Ann, who 
married J. F. Dunn. 

William VanBlarcom, second son of Garret and 
Mary (DeGraw) VanBlarcom, and father of the 
subject of this article, was born at the “Ponds,” 
Bergen County, New Jersey, in 1814. He came to 
Sussex County about 1835 and there engaged in 
farming, in which he was very successful. Later 
he removed to Lafayette Township, Sussex County, 
where he died in 1856. He never sought or held 
public office, but was always interested in the wel- 
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fare and development of his community. He is 
buried in the North Church Cemetery, Hardyston 
Township, Sussex County. He married Catharine 
A. Sutton, a daughter of Jacob and Hannah 
(Rorick) Sutton. Mrs. VanBlarcom’s parents, in 
1858, removed from Hardyston to Michigan, where 
they both died. She died at the age of seventy- 
seven years and was laid to rest in Newton Ceme- 
tery. Mr. and Mrs. William VanBlarcom were 
the parents of eight children: 1. Lewis, born in 
Sparta, Sussex County, July 19, 1835, a veteran 
of the Civil War and for many years one of the 
leading members of the Sussex County Bar. On 
August 25, 1862, he enlisted in the Union Army as 
a first lieutenant, Company B, 15th Regiment, New 
Jersey Volunteers, being promoted in June, 1863, 
captain of Company C, of the same regiment. The 
latter formed part of the 1st Division, 6th Army 
Corps, Potomac Army, and took part in most of 
the important engagements of the war, including 
the battle of Gettysburg. Captain Lewis Van- 
Blarcom was severely wounded at Spottsylvania, 
May 8, 1864, and as a result of his disability he fell 
in the hands of the Confederate soldiers. Taken 
by them to one of their hospitals, it was found 
necessary to amputate one of his legs. Ten days 
later he was transferred to Richmond, Virginia, 
and there was placed in Libby Prison, where he 
remained until September 12, 1864, when he was 
exchanged and brought to a Union hospital at An- 
napolis, Maryland, from which he was discharged 
December 10, 1864. He then returned home and 
there took up the study and later the practice of 
law, in which he was eminently successful for 
many years. He married, August 17, 1871, Mary 
Thompson, a daughter of Dr. Alexander H. 
Thompson. 2. Garret, now deceased. 3. Lucy A., 
now deceased, who married James E. Price. 4. 
Susan C., a resident of Newton, Sussex County, 
and widow of Nelson Ackerson. 5. Joseph, a resi- 
dent of Franklin, Sussex County. 6. Andrew J., 
of whom further. 7. Hannah, now deceased, who 
was the wife of Charles Y. Dalsen. 8. William, 
Jr., who died at the age of eight years. 

Andrew J. VanBlarcom, the sixth child and 
fourth son of William and Catharine A. (Sutton) 
VanBlarcom, was born at Sparta, Sussex County, 
March 2, 1848. He was educated in the public 
schools of Sparta and at Mount Retirement, the 
latter a noted select school of that period, under 
the management of Professor Edward A. Stiles. 
In 1867 he came to Newton, where he started 
his business career as a clerk, a position which he 
held for some five years. At the end of this 
period he established himself in business on his 
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own account in partnership with John Huston. 
The new firm, known as Huston & VanBlarcom, 
engaged in the wholesale and retail grocery busi- 
ness. The partnership continued for sixteen 
years, until Mr. Huston retired and Mr. VanBlar- 
com bought his interest in the business, continu- 
ing it for two more years under the name of A. J. 
VanBlarcom & Company. In 1895, he sold his 
business, and it was then that he undertook the 
erection of the well-known Park Block at Newton, 
where he still makes his offices. It was also during 
this period that he became interested in the New- 
ton water supply. He became the father of the 
Newton water system and spared neither effort 
nor money until the new water works had been 
completed and a plentiful and healthful supply 
of water was assured for the community. He was 
a member of the first board of water commis- 
sioners. Since 1906 he has also been connected 
with the Sussex County Mutual Insurance Com- 
pany of Newton as a director and as a member of 
the finance committee, while since 1912 he has been 
its secretary. This company was established by act 
of the New Jersey Legislature February 22, 1840. 
The members of the first board of directors were: 
John H. Hall, Isaac Bunnell, John Bell, Pierson 
Hurd, John Strader, Walter L. Shee, Robert F. 
Shafer, James Evans, Andrew A. Smalley, Zach- 
ariah H. Price, Joseph Northrup, Jr., George H. 
McCarter, Whitfield H. Johnson, Nathan Smith, 
Nathaniel Drake, Reuben F. Randolph, Isaac V. 
Coursen, Richard R. Morris and Elias L)Homme- 
dieu. Mr. John H. Hall was the first president. 
The subsequent presidents of the company have 
been Robert H. McCarter, Jonathan Whittaker, 
Dr. Franklin Smith, Thomas Lawrence, William 
P. Coursen and David C. Truex. Whitfield H. 
Johnson was the first secretary and treasurer, and 
held office for twenty years, when he resigned to 
become Secretary of State of New Jersey. His 
successors have been: Dr. Franklin Smith, Daniel 
S. McCarter, Obadiah Pellet, John T. Stewart, 
Charles P. Rorbach, Peter S. Decker, Martin E. 
Hough, Israel L. Hallock and Andrew J. VanBlar- 
com. In 1926 the officers of the company, besides 
Mr. Truex, president, and Mr. VanBlarcom, sec- 
retary, were Nathan H. Hart (q. v.), vice-presi- 
dent, and Helen Griggs Roof, assistant secretary. 
Its board of directors includes many of the lead- 
ing citizens of Sussex County, they are as follows: 
Watson R. Ayers, Fred W. Coursen, William E. 
Chambers, Theodore M. Roe, John N. Decker, Ja- 
cob J. Demarest, Nathan H. Hart, J. W. Maseker, 
F. A. Mott, James M. Stoll, B. D. Simmons, Les- 
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ter T. Smith, Frank Smith, Hezekiah Smith, David 
C. Truex, J. W. Thompson, Obadiah Van Horn, 
Lewis VanBlarcom, A. J. VanBlarcom. The exec- 
utive committee consists of the following mem- 
bers: David C. Truex, Nathan H. Hart and Wat- 
son R. Ayers. The office of the company is lo- 
cated in Room No. 6, Park Block, Newton. Over 
$8,500,000 of New Jersey property is protected by 
policies issued by the company, which enjoys a 
very high reputation with the State authorities, 
an examiner of the banking department and insur- 
ance having recently described it as “giving its 
policy holders safe insurance at a comparatively 
low cost.” Mr. VanBlarcom, as early as 1888, be- 
came a director of the old Sussex National Bank 
of Newton, and when this financial institution 
merged with the Merchants’ National Bank he 
became also a director of the resulting bank, the 
present Sussex & Merchants’ National Bank of 
Newton, one of the strongest banks in Northwest- 
ern New Jersey. He is a charter member of both 
the Newton Club and the Newton Board of Trade. 
Fifty-four years ago he first joined Harmony 
Lodge, No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons, of which 
he has been an active member ever since. In the 
next year, 1873, he became a member of the Bald- 
win Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons, of which 
he is the oldest living Past High Priest, and in the 
affairs of which he has taken such a deep interest, 
and during the fifty-three years of his member- 
ship he has missed only two meeting nights. He 
has served for more than fifty years as treasurer 
of this Chapter, and in October, 1926, was ap- 
pointed Grand Representative of the Grand Chap- 
ter to West Australia, by the Grand High Priest, 
Marion H. Hall, of Newark, New Jersey. He is 
also a member of DeMolay Commandery, No. 6, 
of Washington, Warren County, Knights Temp- 
lar, and of Mecca Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of New York City. 

Andrew J. VanBlarcom married Nellie Van 
Doren, a daughter of Joseph and Eliza B. (Wil- 
son) Van Doren. Mrs. Van Doren died in Oc- 
tober, 1925, in her ninetieth year, and is buried in 
Philadelphia. Mr. and Mrs. VanBlarcom were the 
parents of two children: Ruth, a graduate of 
Wellesley College, class of 1913; married to Philip 
E. Whiting. Children: Nancy Goodridge; Joan 
Thurston and Philip VanBlarcom. Philip E. 
Whiting is Eastern manager for the Walker Ve- 
hicle Company with headquarters in New York 
City, and a resident of New Rochelle, New York. 
Mildred, also a graduate of Wellesley College, 
class of 1921, in recent years the successful man- 
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ager of a book shop in Brooklyn, New York. Mr. 
VanBlarcom makes his home in his residence at 
No. 53 High Street, Newton. 


WILLIAM H. EARL—A native of Newton, 
and one of the best known citizens of that com- 
munity, William H. Earl ranked as a successful 
and enterprising business man. He was a factor 
in community affairs and had important financial 
connections. 

He was the son of Heatley and Mary Jane 
(Smith) Earl, and was born May 29, 1857. His 
father, Heatley Earl, was born in Ireland, Janu- 
ary 15, 1823, his mother, Mary Jane (Smith) Earl, 
was a native of Belfast, Ireland. They emigrated 
to the United States before their marriage, were 
married at Trinity Church, Newark, New Jersey, 
and settled in Newton, where they lived all thé 
remaining years of their life. Heatley Earl was 
for thirty-seven years the sexton of the Episcopal 
Church, and was the janitor of the Newton schools, 
where he was well known to all the parents and 
beloved of all the children. He died in Newton 
August 14, 1891, and Mrs. Earl died there Decem- 
ber 16, 1907. 

William H. Earl was their only son, and re- 
ceived an excellent education. He attended the 
public schools of Newton and the Chapin Acad- 
emy. As a young man he began his business ca- 
reer as a clerk in the grocery store of Ustan Van 
Blearcom, and after a considerable period of em- 
ployment he struck out for himself and became in- 
terested in the hotel business. He was especially 
adaptable to the position of host, a genial nature, 
generous and a good mixer with all types of people, 
understanding psychology of human nature, and 
possessing the ability of handling both people and 
situations with firm good humor. He became the 
proprietor of the now famous Earl House at No. 
57 Spring Street, and conducted an exceptionally 
fine and successful house. He next engaged in the 
large bottling concern which he possessed at that 
time, and which is now being managed ‘and con- 
ducted by his son-in-law, W. P. Matthews. Mr. 
Earl was for many years a director of the old Sus- 
sex National Bank, which is now known as the 
Sussex and Merchants’ National Bank. He was a 
member of the latter organization when the mer- 
ger was effected, and he continued as a director 
of the consolidated bank up to the time of his 
death. He was very much interested in the fra- 
ternal and civic organizations of Newton, and was 
a member of the Harmony Lodge, No. 8, of Free 
and Accepted Masons, of his city; Baldwin Chap- 
ter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons; and one of the 
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first fire company, which he helped to organize, of 
Newton. He was an active church member and 
served on the vestry of the Episcopal Church, in 
the work and welfare of which he was a generous 
supporter. In politics he favored the Democratic 
platform, but was not active in the work of the 
party. 

William H. Earl married, December 25, 1870, 
Elsie E. Drake, daughter of W. and Elizabeth 
(Gray) Drake. Three children were born to them, 
one son and two daughters: 1. Heatley, born Oc- 
tober 11, 1881, and died September 1, I914. 2. 
Elizabeth Gray, born December 6, 1883, married 
W. P. Matthews, who is the proprietor of the Earl 
Bottling Works at Newton. They have three chil- 
dren: William Earl; Grace P., and Edward. 3. 
Mary Jane, born April 25, 1885, died May 6, 1902. 
Mrs. Earl resides at the family home at No. 57 
Spring Street; since the death of her husband, 
which occurred April 13, 1925, she divides her 
residence between the town and country places, 
the summer home being the beautiful house built 
by Mr. Earl on Culver Lake. They were the first 
among the town people to build upon this charm- 
ing lake shore. 


CHARLES W. FARRELL—As one of the 
younger generation in the real estate and_insur- 
ance business, Charles W. Farrell, of Morristown, 
has won a commendable place for himself. After 
completing his education Mr. Farrell was employed 
by the Western Electric Company, and from that 
position enlisted in the United States Navy as 
member of a transport crew which made a number 
of trips to France with troops. At the end of the 
war he returned home and obtained employment 
again with the Western Electric, in which he made 
satisfactory progress; but seeing presently a better 
opportunity in the real’ estate and insurance fields 
he severed his connection and took up his new 
duties with every prospect of success, nor have his 
hopes been in vain. He has made good in handling 
business property especially and has put his insur- 
ance agency in the front rank of competitors. 

Charles W. Farrell was born at Morristown 
March 1, 1897, the son of Thomas J. and Mary 
(Cullen) Farrell, both representatives of old fam- 
ilies prominent in their respective fields of en- 
deavor wherever they settled. He made a cred- 
itable record in the grammar schools of Morris- 
town and graduated from the high school with the 
class of 1916. For about a year he was employed 
by the Western Electric Company of New York, 
and was well on the way toward a career in elec- 
trical engineering when the World War summoned 
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him to the service of his country. He enlisted in 
the navy in January, 1918, and after a period of 
preliminary training was assigned to duty aboard 
the United States transport “Zuiderdijk,” and later 
the transport “Celtic.” After having undergone 
numerous strange adventures and seen many un- 
usual sights during his service, he spent six 
months in South America, the Canal Zone and in 
Ecuador. He was mustered out in August, 1919. 
He found his old job waiting for him with the 
Western Electric and went back to them in 1919, 
being associated with the claim department. He 
was here about a year, until 1920, when he re- 
signed and entered the general real estate and in- 
surance business with offices now at No. 28 Park 
Place. Mr. Farrell represents the Mechanics’ In- 
surance Company of Philadelphia; The Home Fire 
and Marine Insurance Company of California; the 
Metropolitan Casualty Company of New York; 
the Norwich Union Fire Insurance Society, Ltd.; 
Niagara-Detroit Underwriters of' New York; the 
Commercial Casualty of Newark; the World Fire, 
Marine of Hartford, Connecticut, and several 
other leading companies. He has done well, and 
in addition to his business interests has been active 
in civic affairs, and always backs any movement 
for the growth and prosperity of Morristown. He 
is a member of the New Jersey Real Estate Board, 
and director of the Spring Brook Building and Loan 
Association. He is treasurer of Lodge No. 815, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks ; a member 
of the Exchange Club, and his other secret order 
affiliations are with the Knights of Columbus, and 
the Fraternal Order of Eagles. In religious affairs 
he owes his allegiance to the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Charles W. Farrell was married, October 20, 
1925, to Margaret Buck, of Madison, daughter of 
James and Mary (O’Connell) Buck, both living in 
Madison, New Jersey. Mr. and, Mrs. Farrell re- 
_ side at No. 25 Hill Street. 





THOMAS I. HONEYMAN—One cannot fol- 
low the career of Mr. Honeyman without renewing 
appreciation for those sturdy and sterling quali- 
ties which when allied with a practical business 
acumen lift men to positions of influence and afflu- 
ence, With merely an average educational train- 
ing, he directed his enurgies sy well that in his 
varied career, a notable achievetrnent of which was 
the establishing of a successful hardware store, 
which he ultimately sold and thereatter retired 
from business, he gained distinction and esteem 
among the business members of his home in Som- 


erville. As a community benefactor, Mr. Honey- 
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man generously showed his interest in civic affairs, 
and gave many of his neighbors opportunities to 
enjoy some of the fruits and comforts of life. He 
was well known throughout Somerset County, and 
enjoyed a wide acquaintance among the promi- 
nent citizens of the community. He was the son of 
Abraham V. D. Honeyman, who was born in 1810, 
and Betsey (Benbrook) Honeyman, both natives of 
England. 

Thomas I. Honeyman was born at South Plain- 
field, New Jersey, November 3, 1848. After 
spending a few years of his life there, he removed 
to Somerville, New Jersey, where he attended the 
local public schools, and then like all the boys of 
that period started to work immediately upon the 
completion of his schooling. His first position 
was that of clerk, which he continued for a num- 
ber of years. In 1874, he formed a partnership 
with his brother, Charles B. Honeyman, to carry 
on a grocery business, in which he remained until 
1893, when he engaged for a time in selling 
wagons. At the end of that period, he started in 
the hardware business, in which he had had pre- 
vious experience, and in 1897 located his store in 
the center of the business district. In 1908 Mr. 
Honeyman started in the furniture business with 
his two sons and a few years later he sold his inter- 
est to his son, George T. Honeyman, and then 
retired from further business activity. Mr. Honey- 
man was also financially interested in the Rub- 
beroid Company of Bound Brook, and for three 
years was chairman of the Board of Directors. 
Throughout his entire later life, he maintained a 
fervent interest in business affairs, during which 
time he built many homes in Somerville, adding to 
the beauty of the community and selling them to 
people on very liberal terms, so that they might 
have the opportunity to own their own homes. 
Such action as this is characteristic of his philan- 
thropy for he directed it to channels in which it 
could do the greatest good to those deserving of 
it. He was president of the Somerville Gas and 
Electric Company for years, and was a member 
of the Lincoln Hose Company of the Somerville 
Fire Department for many years. When this 
company was organized, in 1888, he was elected 
vice-president, and during the succeeding years 
was reélected each year. For the last few years 
of his life, he went to Florida in the winters. Mr. 
Honeyman was an active supporter of the parish 
and its work in the First Reformed Church of 
Somerville, and gave the first $1,000 towards 
building the church and he paid the last thousand 
to clear the debt. 
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On February 28, 1877, Mr. Honeyman married 
Georgiana Major, a daughter of James P. and 
Charlotte (Parson) Major. In 1926, the couple 
celebrated their forty-ninth wedding anniversary, 
at which time the father gave each of his children 
a handsome remembrance. Mrs. Honeyman on 
the occasion gave a substantial amount to each of 
the grandchildren, which ceremony was very pic- 
turesque and impressive. Three days after the 
celebration, on March 3, 1926, Mrs. Honeyman 
passed away. The children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Honeyman are as follows: 1. Charlotte M., the 
widow of George F. Going, residing in Somerville 
with one daughter, Charlotte G. 2. Frances H., 
the wife of H. H. Murphy, of Flushing, Long 
Island, who have a son Harbert. 3. George T., 
a sketch of whom follows. 4. Arthur, residing in 
the family home at No. 11 East Cliff Street, 
Somerville. 

Death closed the career and life of Thomas I. 
Honeyman at the age of seventy-seven years, on 
March 5, 1927. The record of his accomplish- 
ments, and the example of his public-spiritedness 
and citizenship will ever remain warm in the hearts 
of his fellows and serve as an inspiration for 
those who follow to aspire to greater heights, as 
he had done. 





GEORGE T. HONEYMAN-—A distinguished 
son of a highly esteemed father, Mr. Honeyman 
has in no way been eclipsed by the latter’s prom- 
inence, but has rather added another name of the 
the same family to the list of enterprising and 
illustrious business men of Somerville. He has 
been fired with the same public interest which 
marked his father’s life, and displays a similar en- 
thusiasm for community development. He is the 
son of Thomas I. and Georgiana (Major) Honey- 
man (see preceding sketch). 

George T. Honeyman was born in Somerville, 
New Jersey, March 1, 1886. He went to the pub- 
lic school there, and attended the Pennington Pre- 
paratory School. Upon the completion of his edu- 
cation he was for a time associated with his father 
in the hardware business. This kind of work did 
not appeal to the son and he went into the office of 
Senator Frelinghuysen, where he remained for five 
years. Thereafter he opened his present business 
at No. 63 West Main Street, Somerville, and is en- 
gaged in dealing in furniture, floor coverings and 
radios. He occupies two stories of the building 
and it is the largest establishment of its kind in the 
county. When he started in 1908 Mr. Honeyman 
had very little capital, and with grim determination 
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and diligent application he has built the business 
up to its present proportions. In 1919 he took into 
the business William D. Quick, who had been gen- 
eral manager for William Maxwell. The firm 
does business under the name of Honeyman & 
Quick. The business has been so extended by the 
untiring efforts of the partners that it now includes 
trade from all the adjoining counties, and is well 
known and highly regarded throughout the State. 
As a leading merchant of his community Mr. 
Honeyman has fostered the development of it and 
has been president of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Somerville, of which he is still a member. He 
has been continually instrumental in all civic enter- 
prises which tend toward the betterment of com- 
munity life. He is the originator and prime mover 
in the creating of the community singing, which 
has been carried on for the past five years. Mr. 
Honeyman has taken a keen interest in the Boy 
Scout movement and in which he has a great sym- 
pathy and appreciation of its possibilities. In 1926 
he was district commissioner of the Somerville- 
Raritan District of the Watchung Council of 
Plainfield, and is now the chairman of this local 
district. In February, 1926, he was elected presi- 
dent of the New Jersey State Furniture Dealers’ 
Association. He is a member of Lodge No. 1068, 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and 
belongs to the Second Reformed Church of Som- 
erville. 

George T. Honeyman married, in June, 1907, 
Bertha Shurts, of Hampton, New Jersey, daugh- 
ter of Peter and Anna (Riddle) Shurts, and the 
following children have been born to them: 1. 
Robert. 2. Kenneth. 3. Beatrice. 4. Louise. 


JOHN JACOB VAN SICKLE—Merited lead- 
ership in business and public affairs has been ac- 
corded to John Jacob Van Sickle, of Branchville, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, distinguished by per- 
sonal ability of a high order and by a family back- 
ground of unusual historic significance. Owning 
land on a large scale, he has been successful in 
realty transactions. He has been prominent in 
politics and an influence for good government. He 
has maintained in his own life and outlook the tra- 
ditions of one of the very old families of America, 
which is of ancient Dutch stock. 

The first ancestor of the Van Sickle family came 
to America in 1652, probably under the auspices of 
the Dutch West India Company. This Ferdinan- 
dus (Van Secklen) or Van Sickle, settled on Long 
Island with his wife, Era Antonis Jansen Van 
Sickle, among the first pioneers there, and their 
many descendants are now scattered through the 
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United States. Their son, Cornelius Van Sickle, 
married Maria or Mary, and they had a son, An- 
drew Van Sickle, born in Hunterdon County, New 
Jersey, about 1716, who married about 1740 Mary 
, and they had six sons and five daughters: 
Cornelius; Garret; Benjamin; Andrew; Peter, of 
further mention; John; Hannah, who married Jo- 
seph Roloson; Rachel, married Anthony Dennis; 
Margaret, married Peter Beemer; Lydia, married 
John Roloson, brother of Joseph, above; Mary, 
married Peter Clutter. 

Peter Van Sickle, son of Andrew and Mary Van 
Sickle, was born in Hunterdon County, New Jer- 
sey, about 1762, and married, about 1788, in Sus- 
sex County, New Jersey, Rebecca Beemer, daugh- 
ter of Peter Beemer, formerly of Germany, and 
they had children: Jacob; John; Elizabeth, mar- 
ried Daniel Finch; Mary, married Henry Wyker ; 
Anna, married John Ayers; Benjamin P., of fur- 
ther mention; Catharine, married, first, Moses 
Sheppard; second, James Howell. 

Benjamin P. Van Sickle, son of Peter and Re- 
becca (Beemer) Van Sickle, was born in Wantage 
Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, June 21, 
1804. A prominent farmer, he owned one of the 
most desirable tracts of land in Sussex County 
until his removal to Sandyston Township, where 
he spent the rest of his life and died at the age of 
eighty-two. In the summer of 1879 he gave great 
aid to the historian of the Van Sickles, visiting 
old settlers and cemeteries, as well as old land- 
marks. The Van Sickle history was written by 
John W. Van Sickle, A. M., Ph. D., and published 
in a volume of 236 pages, replete with interest for 
the student of American history. Aimbitious and 
highly intelligent, Benjamin P. Van Sickle was a 
leader of his community and gave his own large 
family of children a liberal education, sending the 
two youngest to the State Normal School at Tren- 
ton. He married (first) Clarissa Beemer, daugh- 
ter of Joseph Beemer, and they had a daughter, 
Rosetta. He married (second) Rachel Hedglen, 
daughter of William and Sally (Germo or Gomo) 
Hedglen or Hedglin, and granddaughter of George 
Hedglen or Hedglin, of English descent. Mrs. 
Van Sickle’s father was born February 25, 1752, at 
Penns Neck, New Jersey. While residing in 
Black River, New Jersey, he enlisted in the War 
of the Revolution, serving as a soldier under 
George Washington through the whole of the con- 
flict, receiving an honorable discharge. He married 
at Wantage Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
February 10, 1791, Sally Germo, or Gomo, who 
was born December 23, 1772. She was the daugh- 
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ter of Dr. Paul Germo, a French Huguenot, who 
came to this country to escape persecution about 
1750, a man of great learning, a physician and a 
botanist. William Hedglen died March 18, 1833, 
and his widow married (second) October 3, 1833, 
Andrew or Stephen Compton, who died January 7, 
1845. She was allowed pension on her application 
executed May 21, 1846, while a resident of Newton 
Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, on ac- 
count of the services of William Hedglen as a 
private for fifteen months in the New Jersey troops. 
William and Sally (Germo or Gomo) Hedglen 
were the parents of the following children: 1. 
Nancy, born January 6, 1792, married Jonas Rolo- 
son or Rollason. 2. Agnes, born April 22, 1704, 
married Schooly Havens. 3. James, born April 26, 
1796. 4. Susan, born April 30, 1708, married Henry 
Myers. 5. Mary, born June 9, 1800, married 
Thomas Perry in September, 1822. 6. Phebe, born 
August 2, 1803, married Cornelius McClew. vik 
William, born May 18, 1806. 8. George, born April 
5, 1809. 9. Elizabeth, born September 18, 1810, 
married Pane Perry. 10. Rachel, born July 18, 
1813, married Benjamin P. Van Sickle as mentioned 
above. Benjamin P. Van Sickle and his wife Ra- 
chel (Hedglen) Van Sickle, were the parents of 
eleven children, all born in Sussex County: 1. 
Amanda M. F., born April 23, 1836. 2. Ameriam, 
born November 24, 1837. 3. Warren H., born July 
31, 1839. 4. Mary, born June 3, 1841. 5. Peter, 
born“ pril bir 1843, 6, Rebecca, died November 
5, 1852. 7. Benjamin F., born March 11, 1847. 8. 
George W., born May 12, 1849. 9. John Jacob, of 
whom further. 10. William Maturin, born March 
15, 1854. 11. Adin Ballou, born February 18, 1856. 

John Jacob Van Sickle, son of Benjamin P. and 
Rachel (Hedglen) Van Sickle, was born July 12, 
1851. He attended public school in Sandyston Town- 
ship and a private school for a term. After teach- 
ing school for four years in his home township 
and assisting his father on his farm for four more, 
he became a merchant at Bevans, Peters Valley, 
where for six years he prospered. During the 
next eleven years he lived in the West, shipping 
hay and grain on a large scale. Returning then to 
Sussex County he purchased property in Sandy- 
ston Township and was the owner of several ex- 
cellent farms. Residing for a time in Newton, he 
was there elected to the town committee and served 
for three years. He owned the Park Block in New- 
ton, which he sold, and three farms of 500 acres 
which he sold to the Flatbrook Valley Club in 
Sandyston Township, March 14, 190s. 

Success in the management of his own affairs 
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brought public confidence to Mr. Van Sickle, who 
was elected to various offices of great importance 
to the public welfare. He was first elected free- 
holder in 1876, when each township had two mem- 
bers, and was reélected for five different terms 
when the township had only one member. He was 
also on the first small board of three in the county, 
serving as its chairman. He was elected also to 
the Tax Board for two years, and for fifteen years 
served as assessor of Sandyston Township and 
chairman of the Board of Assessors for eight 
years. His political views are those of the Dem- 
ocratic party. He is a member of the Delaware 
Valley Grange, in which he takes an active part, as 
in the Historical Society of Sussex County, which 
he serves as treasurer. A careful and discrim- 
inating student of local history, he is frequently 
called on to give data and facts about the develop- 
ment of Sussex County. He was chairman of the 
board which built the fireplace in the building of 
the Historical Society at Newton, considered one 
of the finest in the country. His value as a public 
officer is evidenced by his astuteness in watching 
the growth of the New Jersey Zinc Company, as- 
sessed at $60,000 when Mr. Van Sickle became an 
assessor, and at $10,000,000 at the time of his re- 
tirement. 

John Jacob Van Sickle married (first), in 1880, 
Alice V. Losey, daughter of Jacob and Emeline 
(Ogden) Losey, and she died in 1908. A son was 
born of this union: Eston O., on February 22, 1881, 
who died July 9, 1905. He was a law student in 
the office of the late Judge Huston, of Newton. 
Mr. Van Sickle married (second), in 1910, Mary 
Abbie (Montross) Van Bemschoten, daughter of 
Silas Montross. 


REV. JOSEPH FRANCIS KETTER—The 
Rev. Father Joseph F. Ketter, pastor of St. Jo- 
seph’s Roman Catholic Church at Raritan, New 
Jersey, was responsible for the erection of the 
house of worship, and in many other ways has, and 
is continuously benefiting the community. 

Father Ketter is a native of the city of Brook- 
lyn, New York, where he was born May 25, 1884, 
son of the late Francis and Madeline (Berroth) 
Ketter. He studied for the priesthood at Jo- 
sephinum College, Columbus, Ohio, and was or- 
dained June 10, 1911, by the Right Rev. James J. 
Hartley, D. D., and following his ordination, came 
to Raritan to assume his present charge. In Oc- 
tcber, 1912, Father Ketter founded the present 
church, of which he has ever since been pastor, 
and the structure was dedicated in September, 
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1915; it seats 400 persons and the church has a total 
membership of 1,400, A new school, to function in 
connection with the church, has been erected at a 
cost of $125,000, which is a most modern institu- 
tion, with a teaching staff of six of the members 
of the Sisters of St. Francis, and a total enroll- 
ment of pupils of about 300. Opposite the church 
is a convent, and the present parish property con- 
sists of about twelve lots, the parsonage house, 
sisters’ convent, and two other houses. The parish 
has been built up by Father Ketter from its orig- 
inal membership of 800, at the time he came to 
Raritan, to its present large membership and pros- 
perous condition. In addition to having made pos- 
sible the erection of the church, he also purchased 
the land upon which the edifice stands, and the 
other property which belongs to the parish, and the 
existence of the convent and new school will ever 
be credited to his able administration. The church 
congregation is of Slovak, Hungarian and Polish 
nationality. 

Father Ketter is a member of St. John the Bap- 
tist Society; branch No. 290, of the First Slovak 
Union Society; the Holy Name Society; Elks, of 
Somerville, and the Knights of Columbus. 


CHARLES STUART HAMILTON—Eff- 
ciency and proven ability in the public service have 
secured for Charles S. Hamilton the full confi- 
dence and regard of the community at large, in his 
conscientious direction of the duties of the offices 
of treasurer and tax collector of Somerville, as 
well as in many another line of duty to which he 
has been called heretofore. An educator of experi- 
ence in the schools of this section of the State, 
Mr. Hamilton holds responsible office in behalf of 
the schools, and his interest in their welfare is that 
of the devoted and loyal custodian of public funds. 

Charles S. Hamilton was born October 22, 1860, 
in Berkeley Heights, Union County, son of Wil- 
liam, a farmer, who was born in Scotland, and 
Ann (Frazer) Hamilton. .Mr. Hamilton was 
reared on the farm and attended the public schools. 
He began teaching in the public schools in 1888, 
and later he was a teacher in the Somerville High 
School. Operating a farm, he was afterwards tax 
collector in Hillsboro Township for ten years, and 
in 1914, upon his removal to Somerville, he held 
the office of land appraiser for the Federal Land 
Bank for two years. In 1916 Mr. Hamilton began 
teaching in the Somerville High School, and he so 
continued to 1924. 

In 1925 Mr. Hamilton was elected tax collector 
and appointed borough treasurer, as well as cus- 
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todian of school funds, and he continues to hold 
those offices to the present time. 

Active in political as well as civic matters, Mr. 
Hamilton is now a candidate for freeholder, and as 
a member of the Democratic party, he supports the 
interests thereof. He is a member and director of 
the County Agricultural Society, and is prominent 
in the work of the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation. His fraternal affiliations are those of the 
Knights of Pythias. His religious fellowship is 
with the Second Reformed Church, and he is a 
member of its board of officers. 

Charles S. Hamilton married, March 13, 1890, 
Mary Beekman, daughter of Joseph B. and Sarah 
_ (Vroom) Beekman, of Somerset County. Their 
son, William H. Hamilton, a graduate of Cornell 
University with the class of 1913, taught agricul- 
ture two years at Mora, Minnesota, and was after- 
wards associated with the work of the State De- 
partment of Agriculture at New Brunswick, and at 
Trenton, New Jersey. Since 1923 he has engaged 
in farming and cattle breeding on his own account. 
William H. Hamilton married Bernice Kellogg, of 
St. Paul, Minnesota, and they have two children: 
William K. and Mary Jean. 


GEORGE HURD DORN—As an executive 
officer of a large corporation, a factor in political 
and civic affairs, a prominent churchman and pop- 
ular member of clubs and other organizations, 
George H. Dorn, of Bound Brook, New Jersey, is, 
indeed, an invaluable asset to that community. 

Born at North Branch, New Jersey, on August 
12, 1890, son of Edmund and Ella (Lomerson) 
Dorn, George H. Dorn was reared and received 
his preliminary education in the town of Somer- 
ville, and was subsequently a student at the Plain- 
field Business College. After completing his edu- 
cation, Mr. Dorn became associated with the L. D. 
Cook Company, dealers in builders’ supplies, which 
concern was founded in 1847, his first position with 
the company having been that of a stenographer, 
but he was frequently promoted to duties of con- 
stantly increased responsibility, being now secre- 
tary, treasurer and manager of the company, which, 
in 1906, was incorporated, under the firm style of 
L. D. Cook Company. The L. D. Cook Company 
also owns and operates, as a subsidiary company, 
a real estate development organization, which has 
laid out several subdivisions, and erected various 
residential properties made available for purchase 
by the prospective home buyer. George O. Smalley 
is president; Samuel L. Gottlieb, vice-president, 
and as before stated, George H. Dorn is secretary, 
treasurer and also manager of the L. D. Cook 
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Company, Incorporated, and the plant of this cor- 
poration at the beginning of West Main Street. 
Mr. Dorn is always to the fore as an advocate of 
any measure or measures that may tend toward 
the betterment of his community. Aside from a 
general voting interest in political matters, he has 
served as a member of the borough council for the 
past six years. A devout member of the Congre- 
gational Church, Mr. Dorn takes more than the 
average layman’s interest in that congregation, 
having served, since 1920, as its treasurer and also 
in the capacity of trustee. He is affiliated with 
Eastern Star Lodge, No. 105, Free and Accepted 
Masons; Valley of Trenton Consistory; the East- 
ern Star, the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, and is treasurer and director of the Bound 
Brook Rotary Club. Mr. Dorn is a director of 
Middlebrook Building and Loan Association. 

On July 5, 1911, George H. Dorn married Pearl 
A. Speese, a resident of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 
Prior to her marriage Mrs. Dorn was engaged in 
the teaching profession. She was the daughter of 
Frank A. and Viola (Heicher) Speese. To this 
union has been born one daughter, Elizabeth L. 
Dorn. The family resides at No. 201, West Maple 
Avenue, Bound Brook, New Jersey. 





LEON E. CONE, attorney and counsellor-at- 
law at No. 28 Park Place, Morristown, has been a 
resident of this city since 1903, having been born 
in Meriden, Connecticut, and in this period has 
firmly established himself as an advocate of more 
than usual ability and as a valued member of com- 
munity life. Mr. Cone’s father was a native of the 
Republic of Georgia, formerly a part of Southern 
Russia, of the Jewish race, and for twenty years 
conducted a jewelry establishment: at Morristown. 
The son has been well-guided by his precepts, first 
as an employe at the postoffice, where he worked to 
assist in his own education, then as a reporter on 
New Jersey newspapers, and finally in the province 
of the law, where his prospects become brighter 
and brighter as the years go by. He served in the 
United States Army during the World War, for 
a short time overseas, and in, connection with his 
other activities has taken high place among his 
associates and contemporaries of the legal profes- 
sion. He was born at Meriden, Connecticut, June 
20, 1897, the son of Herman and Barbara (Bar- 
chasch) Cone. Herman Cone, the father, died at 
Morristown December 31, 1922, thus ending a 
varied and useful career devoted to the service of 
his fellow-men, he having come to the United 
States about 1885, immediately making opportunity 
for himself and family. He was the father of five 
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children as follows: 1. Dr. Arthur S., Newark 
dentist, graduate of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania at Philadelphia. 2. Herman M., Morristown 
attorney, graduate of the New York University. 
3. Dr. Nathan, also a dental surgeon, graduate of 
George Washington University at Washington, 
District of Columbia, and now practicing in the 
national capital, and member of the faculty of 
Georgetown University. 4. Alice C., a graduate 
of the Newark Normal School and now teaching 
school at Boonton. 5. Leon E., of whom further. 

Leon E. Cone received his early education in the 
public schools of Morristown, and graduated from 
the high school with a creditable record in 1915. 
Deciding to try his hand at the newspaper business 
he became a reporter, on Morristown papers, also 
Newark papers, and developed considerable clever- 
ness as a writer, but this was merely a prelude to 
the achievement of his original ambition—the law— 
where he has prospered ever since. He first en- 
tered the New Jersey Law School at Newark, 
whence he graduated with credit with the degree 
of Bachelor of Laws in the class of 1920, and upon 
passing the bar examinations that year was ad- 
mitted to practice law in New Jersey, and located 
in Morristown. He made rapid progress, and in 
1923 was admitted as a counsellor and master in 
chancery. He has specialized in trial and Federal 
work. In 1918 he became a part of the military 
establishment for World War duty, and fora short 
time was stationed at Fort Slocum, New York, 
then went with his command overseas, serving 
mainly at base headquarters at Bordeaux, France. 
He reached the front but did not actively partici- 
pate in any engagements, and returning home was 
mustered out in 1919 and reéntered the newspaper 
business for a short time before embarking upon 
the law. He was demobilized in August at Camp 
Dix, New Jersey. 

Mr. Cone is a member of the American Legion 
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars, in the line of 
military establishments. In the profession he is 
a member of the Morris County Bar Association 
and the Commercial Law League of America. In 
secret order work he is also prominent, being pres- 
ent Worshipful Master of Colonial Lodge, No. 254, 
Free and Accepted Masons, of Morristown; Tall 
Cedars of Lebanon; Valley of Newark Consistory ; 
former Chancellor of Alpha Chapter, Lambda 
Alpha Phi Legal Fraternity at the New Jersey 
Law School, and has served as Supreme Chancel- 
lor of the national organization of the fraternity; 
and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 
He is also active in civic affairs, being an organ- 
izer, director and counsel of the Spring Brook 
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Building and Loan Association and similar ac- 
tivities. 


ELIAS BERTRAM MOTT—The passion for 
liberty of conscience and justice so cruelly out- 
raged by Louis XIV when he promulgated his 
famous Revocation of the Edict of Nantes sent 
forth as exiles a half million of his subjects. 
Their lives endangered by this royal decree, some 
sought asylum in the Netherlands and some in 
England, where they received a welcome and were 
allowed to seek a means of livelihood according to 
their desires. Among these refugees, character- 
ized by a French statesman of that day as the most 
industrious and intelligent citizens of France, was 
a family by the name of De la Motte, who joined 
the band that crossed the Channel. Here they set 
up their home and dispersed among the various 
churches, some joining the Society of Friends. 
These dropped the French prefix and their name 
became simply Mott. Two brothers of the family, 
however, determined to seek their fortunes in a 
new world that was then in the making, being 
doubtless possessed of a truly pioneer spirit. And 
so the progenitors of this branch of the old French 
family came to be numbered among the founders 
of this great republic. A long and tedious voyage 
brought them to the shores of Long Island about 
the year 1709. One of the brothers went with his 
family to Baltimore, and it is from this branch of 
the Mott family in America that Elias Bertram 
Mott is descended. Banished from their fair 
fatherland by an intolerant monarch, and having 
tasted the hospitality of England in the dark hour 
which found them homeless and friendless wan- 
derers, it could but follow that in the struggle for 
possession of this newly found land, their sym- 
pathies and their aid were enlisted on the side of 
the English. When tyranny attempted to lay its 
iron hand on the American colonies, the same love 
of liberty that had torn them from their ancestral 
homes in France again asserted itself, and they 
took up arms now against England to preserve in- 
violable the freedom that was dearer to them than 
life. Such is the heritage that they bequeathed to 
their children and to their children’s children down 
through the succeeding generations. 

It was about 1770 when Joshua Mott turned his 
face again northward, and came to settle in Am- 
well Township, Hunterdon County. He became 
an important figure in the affairs of that region, 
and from that day to the present, his descendants 
have maintained the traditions of the family. 
Joshua Mott married Mary Kitchen, daughter of 
Samuel and Mary Kitchen, and they reared a fam- 
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ily of eight children: Rachel, Samuel, Gershom, 
William, Joshua, Margaret, John and Lucy. In 
1799 the family moved to Mott’s Hollow (now 
Mill Brook), where Joshua Mott became the pro- 
prietor of the grist mill and fulling mill located on 
the banks of the stream which gives the place its 
name. Before he retired from active business life 
one son, William, had learned the grist mill busi- 
ness and another, John, the fulling mill business. 
In 1820 Joshua Mott disposed of both these mills 
and passed the remainder of his days at Pigeon 
Hill, where his son, William, owned a farm, now 
the property of Chileon Casterline. Here his wife 
died in 1834 at the age of seventy-nine, and in 1837 
he was laid beside her in the Friends’ burying 
ground, having reached the advanced age of eighty- 
six. William Mott became quite an extensive land 
owner in that region, adding’ Shongum Pond and 
many acres in its vicinity to his holdings. He 
erected a saw mill at Shawangunk, and to the man- 
agement of this and his farm he devoted himself 
for many years, finally disposing of both and re- 
tiring quietly to end his days in Mill Brook. He 
passed away in 1855, and was carried to the rest- 
ing place of his parents. He married Mary Adams 
and they became the parents of two children: Jo- 
seph and Alexander, but only Joseph lived to man- 
hood. Joseph Mott married Margaret Kilburn, 
daughter of Abner and Phoebe (Crane) Kilburn of 
Orange, New Jersey, in which town he died at the 
age of thirty-four, leaving his wife and two chil- 
dren, Alexander and Harrison. The line comes 
down through Alexander only, for Harrison never 
married. He died in California in 1887. In 1865 
Alexander Mott married Frances Morrison, of 
Mill Brook, and for many years resided in Rock- 
away, where he was numbered among the most 
highly esteemed of her citizens. He died and was 
buried in the Friends’ Cemetery at Mill Brook. 

Joshua Mott’s son, John Mott, who learned the 
fulling mill business was the great-grandfather of 
Elias Bertram Mott. For many years! he carried 
on his business with success, and spent the later 
years of his life in retirement. He died in 1860 and 
rests in the Friends’ Cemetery at Mill Brook. To 
him and his wife, Mary (Briant) Mott, three chil- 
dren were born: 1. Samuel, of whom further. 2. 
William, in 1810. 3. Elizabeth, in 1813, who died 
at the age of seventeen. Samuel Mott was born in 
1808, and married Phoebe A. Nicholas, on June 27, 
1837. Their family consisted of four children: 1. 
Theodore F. 2. George S. 3. Elias Briant, of 
whom further. 4. Vancleve F. 

Elias Briant Mott, son of Samuel and Phoebe 
A. (Nicholas) Mott, was born in Mott’s Hollow, 
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and attended the local school, later accompanying 
his parents to Newark, where he attended private 
school. He was a good student, and at the age of 
twenty he became a teacher. With the exception 
of a short time when he was connected with busi- 
ness firms, Mr. Mott was connected with the 
schools of that section of New Jersey until 1888. 
In 1882 he was appointed a member of the school 
board of examiners and served until 1887. In 
1887 he was appointed by the State Board of Edu- 
cation as superintendent of public schools for Mor- 
ris County, but the appointment was not confirmed 
by the Board of Freeholders of this county. Twice 
was Mr. Mott elected on the Republican ticket to 
the office of county clerk. His majority at the 
first election was 371. So faithful and competent 
was he in the discharge of the duties of his office 
that he was renominated by his party in 1893, and 
a sharp campaign followed. His opponent was ex- 
Sheriff Oscar Lindsley. Mr. Mott was the suc- 
cessful candidate, his greatly enlarged majority 
being the finest possible testimonial to the confi- 
dence and affection in which he was held by the 
public, for he had 1,871 votes to spare. Mr. Mott 
married, in December, 1869, Lauretta Mott. To 
them were born three sons and one daughter. 1. 
Vancleve F., a merchant of Rockaway. 2. Raymond 
L., a dentist. 3. Elias Bertram, of whom further. 
4. Alice May. 

Elias Bertram Mott was born on March 11, 1879, 
at Rockaway, Morris County, New Jersey. Be- 
ginning his education at the Rockaway public 
school, he continued his studies at Wyoming Sem- 
inary, Kingston, Pennsylvania, and then found a 
position for two years in the general store of the 
Rockaway Supply Company. He had chosen law 
as his profession, and in February, 1807, he began 
to read in the offices of Judge Willard W. Cutler. 
His father was at that time holding the office of 
county clerk, and in the fall of 1897 he was em- 
ployed by his father, continuing his legal studies 
after his day’s work was done. He served as deputy 
county clerk from 1808 to 1908. In 1901 his ambitions 
were realized and he was admitted to the New Jer- 
sey bar. For four terms he has been elected to fill 
the office of county clerk, the same office in which 
his father had so ably discharged his duties. He 
is, moreover, one of the organizers, a director and 
counsellor of the Rockaway Building and Loan As- 
sociation, founded in 1902; one of the organizers 
and for twelve years a member of the board of 
directors of the First National Bank of Rockaway, 
New Jersey. 

Although beyond military age at the time of the 
World War, Mr. Mott served his country most 
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efficiently on this side of the sea. When America 
declared war he became a member of the Morris 
County Draft Board, which took registration of 
Morris County. Later three boards were appointed, 
Board No.1 including Morristown and its vicinity. 


On June 23, 1917, Mr. Mott was appointed clerk of 


this board by President Wilson, and he continued 
to carry on the work until hostilities were ter- 
minated by the armistice. Though his duties were 
strenuous and difficult, Mr. Mott performed them 
with such fidelity and ability that when he was 
nominated by his own party for a third term as 
clerk of Morris County, he received the endorse- 
ment of the Democratic party. He was honorably 
discharged as clerk of the Morris County Draft 
Board on March 31, 1919. For many years now 
the name of Mott has figured prominently in the 
activities of the Republican party of Morris 
County, and for the past seven years now, since 
1920, Elias Bertram Mott has held a place on the 
New Jersey State Republican Committee. 

Mr. Mott is also very active in fraternal circles 
in Northern New Jersey. He holds membership in 
Jeptha Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, of 
Rockaway; Citizens’ Lodge, Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, of Rockaway; Lodge No. 782, Be- 
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks, of Dover; 
Royal Arcanum (Past Regent); Junior Order of 
American Mechanics; Improved Order of Red 
Men, of Rockaway; Fraternal Order of Eagles, 
Morristown Aerie. He is a charter member of 
Topkaon Club, Morristown, organized in 1898; a 
member of Spring Brook Country Club, of Mor- 
ristown; the Rockaway Social Club; Rockaway 
Gun Club; Rockaway Fishing Club, and State Fire 
Chiefs’ Association. His affiliation with these and 
other social and fraternal organizations in that 
region indicates his genial friendliness and his love 
of outdoor life and sports. He also belongs to the 
Morris County Bar Association and the Rockaway 
Fire Department, being an ex-chief of that de- 
partment. Mr. Mott is a trustee of the Friends’ 
Meeting House Association of Mill Brook, which 
organization has kept the meeting house and 
grounds well preserved. Yearly meetings are held 
by the Friends of that vicinity. 

On June 15, 1920, Elias Bertram Mott married 
Beatrice Elizabeth Lippman, daughter of Frank E., 
Jr., and Katrina (Becker) Lippman, of Morris- 
town. Mr. and Mrs. Mott are the parents of two 
sons: Elias Bertram, Jr., and John Roland. The 
family attend the First Presbyterian Church of 
Morristown. 
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DANIEL DeRUELLE CLARK, JR.—As 
editor and owner of the “State Center Record,” a 
weekly seven-column eight-page news sheet, pub- 
lished in Bound Brook, New Jersey, Daniel D. 
Clark, Jr., is issuing one of the best weekly news 
sheets published in this part of the State. This 
publication is the product of the merging of the 
“Record,” the original paper established by Dr. 
Clark, and the old “State Center,” which was 
founded in 1890 as the “Bound Brook Democrat.” 
The combination has produced most happy results, 
and the product of the merger is enjoying a pros- 
perous existence and a very satisfactory average 
circulation. 

Lewis P. Clark, grandfather of Mr. Clark, was 
born in Rahway, New Jersey, son of Joseph Clark, 
of that city. He was the keeper of the toll gate on 
the old time pike between Bound Brook and New 
Brunswick, but later engaged in business as a mil- 
ler at Bound Brook. In 1871 he sold his mill to 
the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company and retired 
from active business responsibilities. He was ac- 
tive in public affairs throughout his active career, 
and lived to the good old age of ninety years. He 
married and reared a family, among whom was 
Benjamin T., father of Daniel D. Clark. 

Benjamin T. Clark, son of Lewis P. Clark, was 
during the earlier years of his active career en- 
gaged in business as a miller, but later he operated 
the largest and most patronized grocery store in 
Bound Brook. He married Hannah Smith, and 
they were the parents of children, among whom 
was Daniel D., of further mention. 

Daniel D. Clark, Jr., son of Benjamin T. and 
Hannah (Smith) Clark, was born in Bound Brook, 
New Jersey, May 17, 1871, and received his edu- 
cation in the public schools of his birthplace. He 
carried papers and picked up the trade of setting 
type, and in 1888, with a small press, printed an 
amateur paper which created some interest. When 
his school training was completed he learned the 
printing business in the office of the “Chronicle,” 
at Bound Brook, where he was employed for a 
period of seven years. Later he widened his ex- 
perience in the employ of the “Sabbath Recorder,” 
and after a time he again made a change, this 
time securing a position as assistant foreman on 
the Plainfield “Courier.” In 1809 he purchased a 
small stock of material and began to publish the 
“Record,” a weekly journal of four six-column 
pages. His venture met with encouraging success 
and was continued under the original name until 
1901, when Mr. Clark purchased the “State Center” 
and merged it with his own publication under the 
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name of the “State Center Record.” The “State 
Center” had been founded in 1890 as the “Bound 
Brook Democrat,” but in 1897 its name had been 
changed to the “State Center,” under which title 
it was published until 1901, when by its purchase 
and combination with Mr. Clark’s “Record,” it be- 
came the “State Center Record,” under which title 
it is enjoying a most prosperous existence. Under 
Mr. Clark’s able management both the paper. and 
its average circulation have grown greatly. The 
paper is now an eight-page seven-column publica- 
tion published each week, and has attained an 
average circulation of about 1,500. It is still a 
Democratic journal and still makes a specialty of 
the affairs of that party, but it is thoroughly 
modern, and its editor has succeeded in making 
it one of the attractive news sheets of this section 
of the county. In addition to the publication of 
the “State Center Record,” Mr. Clark also con- 
ducts a thoroughly modern and prosperous job 
printing business. He makes a specialty of 
handling all kinds of job work, from the printing 
of books to the printing of business cards, and 
whatever type of work he undertakes he turns out 
a first-class job. He has installed the most mod- 
ern machinery and appliances for the production 
of the highest quality of work, and his many satis- 
fied patrons are his best advertising mediums. 
Along with the successful management of a pros- 
perous publishing and job printing business Mr. 
Clark has found time for active participation in 
public affairs. He has been a member and treas- 
urer of the Democratic County Executive Commit- 
tee for several years, also vice-chairman. He is 
secretary of the Bound Brook Exempt Firemen’s 
Association, and a life member of the New Jersey 
State Exempt Firemen’s Association, and he is 
also a member of the New Jersey Press Associ- 
ation. Fraternally, he is affiliated with Eastern 
Star Lodge, No. 105, Free and Accepted Masons, 
and with all the Scottish Rite bodies constituting 
the New Jersey Consistory, the Valley of Jersey 
City; and with Salaam Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of Newark. 
He is a member of the Bound Brook Council of the 
Royal Arcanum, and of the Junior Order of United 
American Mechanics; also of the Bound Brook 
Exchange Club. His religious affiliation is with 
the Congregational church. 

Daniel D. Clark, Jr., was married, in 1908, to 
Mary Amelia Dunbar, of New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, daughter of James and Jane (France) Dun- 
bar. Mr. and Mrs. Clark are the parents of two 
children: 1. Madeline R., who is her father’s 
assistant. 2. Clarence D., who is employed as lino- 
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type operator for the Bayonne Printing Company 
and resides in Bayonne, New Jersey. He married 
Bertha Stryker, and they have one son, Clarence 
Daniel, who was born June 27, 1926. 





GEORGE NELDON HARRIS—Contributing 
in varied capacities out of a practical experience 
to the advancement of the civic and business in- 
terests of Newton, George Neldon Harris is a 
well-equipped leader in the real estate and general 
insurance fields. His valuable knowledge of realty 
in this section is based mainly upon his former 
mercantile and teaming activities, combined with 
his popular and efficient office-holding as sheriff 
and postmaster. He is of an old New Jersey fam- 
ily, his grandfather, Isaac, and grand-uncle, Sam- 
uel, both having been respected farmers of Hard- 
wick Township, in Warren County. Isaac married 
a Miss Vass, and they had seven sons: John; 
Charles; Jacob; Samuel; Wesley; Isaac; Elias. 
The sons Isaac and Elias served in the Civil War, 
and Elias, at the age of eighty-three, survives all 
his brothers, and lives at Vail, Blairstown Town- 
ship, Warren County. Charles Harris, father of 
George Neldon Harris, was a farmer in Hardwick 
Township, and died at the age of eighty years, 
and his wife, Mary A. Anderson, died at the age 
of sixty-seven years. Their children were: George 
N., of whom further; and William, a farmer at 
Swartswood, Sussex County, who married Jennie 
Pittinger. They have four sons. 

George Neldon Harris was born April 26, 1855, 
in Hardwick Township, Warren County, where he 
attended the district schools. He lived on his 
father’s farm until 1875, when he took a position 
as clerk in a general store, and continued in mer- 
cantile business until 1899, when he entered upon 
carting and trucking activities, which he followed 
until 1909. After serving for three years as sheriff 
of Sussex County, he started in his present real 
estate and insurance business. 

In his political views a Democrat, Mr. Harris 
has held public office to the satisfaction of his con- 
stituency. He has served as town clerk, town com- 
mitteeman, freeholder and sheriff, and was post- 
master of Newton from 1914 to 1924. He was an 
active volunteer fireman for fifteen years, and is 
now exempt from service. 

Fraternally, Mr. Harris is a member of Har- 
mony Lodge, No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons, of 
which he was Master in 1921; Baldwin Chapter, 
No. 17, Royal Arch Masons; DeMolay Command- 
ery, No. 6, Knights Templar; Salaam Temple, An- 
cient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, 
and Tall Cedars of Lebanon. He is also a mem- 
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ber of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows; 
Knights of Pythias; Improved Order of Red Men; 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; and 
Patriotic Order Sons of America. His religious 
fellowship is with the Newton Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. 

George Neldon Harris married (first), Febru- 
ary 14, 1878, at Harmony, Stillwater, Sussex 
County, Sarah C. Keene. He married (second), 
March 3, 1917, at Newton, Ada A. Thompson. Mr. 
Harris’ children are: 1. Lulu, deceased, aged 
forty-one years, married Willard A. Yetter, hav- 
ing one son, Walter. 2. Grace B., married Wil- 
liam J. Morris, assistant postmaster of Newton, 
and they have one son, Gerald A. 3. Bessie M., 
who married Fred E. Caldwell, of Springfield, 
Massachusetts. 


FREDERIC NEVIUS VOORHEES—One 
of the best known and best loved citizens of Bound 
Brook, New Jersey, was the late Frederic Nevius 
Voorhees, clerk of the county of Somerset, whose 
broad intellectual interests and generous heart 
made themselves felt in every department of com- 
munity life. He was a good lawyer and public 
official, a man of charm and stability, and a faith- 
ful servant of the Congregational Church. 

Frederic Nevius Voorhees was born October 13, 
1867, in New Brunswick, New Jersey, son of Fred- 
eric Van Dyke and Anna Louise (Mettler) Voor- 
hees, and descended on both sides of his family 
from Revolutionary ancestors. When he was a 
boy of five, his father moved his family to Detroit, 
where he was a wholesale commission merchant. 
There Frederic Nevius Voorhees received his public 
and high school education, graduating from the De- 
troit High School in 1886. The next year he re- 
turned to New Jersey with his family, who settled 
in Bound Brook. The young man attended Colum- 
bia University for a year and at the end of that 
period matriculated at New York University Law 
School, graduating in the class of 1891. Simul- 
taneously he was reading law in the offices of the 
late William V. Steele and working in the office 
of the clerk of Somerset County, thus gaining the 
experience which later proved so useful to him. 
In 1893 Mr. Voorhees was admitted to the bar of 
New Jersey. 

His practice of the law continued with great 
success for several years, his office being in the 
Voorhees Building on Main Street. Mr. Voorhees 
was borough clerk of Bound Brook for seventeen 
years and a member of the local Board of Educa- 
tion. When Augustus Van Derveer died, Frank 
W. Somers, then county clerk, appointed Mr. Voor- 
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hees deputy county clerk. Upon Mr. Somers’ 
death Mr. Alex G. Anderson was appointed county 
clerk, retaining Mr. Voorhees as deputy. When Mr 
Anderson declined a third term, Mr. Voorhees was 
nominated, in 1918, to the position of county clerk 
and elected by the largest majority ever received by 
a candidate in Somerset County. In 1923 he was 
reélected for a five-year term, which was prema- 
turely ended by his death, December 21, 1926. His 
devotion to his church and its various branches of 
work was loyal and lifelong. He joined the Con- 
gregational Church on confession of faith, De- 
cember 6, 1896. He served one term as trustee, 
and as deacon for twenty-two years. As superin- 
tendent for over thirty years of the Chimney Rock 
Sunday School, he kept it alive with his devoted 
faithfulness. A lover of music, he played the cor- 
net, and often accompanied the singing in church 
and Sunday school, and his kindly presence and 
happy smile were parts of the atmosphere which 
drew his fellows to the church and all its meetings. 
A part of the resolutions passed by the church 
on the occasion of his death is quoted below as an 
indication of his part in community religious prog- 
ress : 


During a continuous period of thirty years he 
has shown a life guided and controlled by implicit 
faith in our Saviour. He regarded his church re- 
lations not alone of personal uplift and consola- 
tion but an opportunity to work out faithfully his 
part in the Kingdom’s development. We men- 
tion particularly his services as a deacon and in 
the Chimney Rock Sunday School, in both places 
freely and gladly giving himself to the successful 
performance of duty. 

The testimony of his faithful life among us will 
long remain in our memories and his place among 
us will not easily be filled. 


He was a member of the Somerset Bar Associ- 
ation, and the New Jersey County Clerks’ Associ- 
ation, and for a long time was secretary of the 
Somerset County Historical Society. His club was 
the Middlebrook Country Club. 

On June 28, 1898, Frederic Nevius Voorhees 
married Carrie Fisher, daughter of Augustus A. 
and Sarah (Hickok) Fisher, of Bound Brook, of 
old New England stock. Mrs. Voorhees is a mem- 
ber of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
the Women’s Literary Club, and the Congrega- 
tional Church, in which she has been very active. 
She survives her husband and resides on Church 
Street in Bound Brook, with their two children: 
Frederic Fisher Voorhees, born O'ctober 22, 1904, 
graduate of Rutgers University, class of 1927; 
and Sarah Louise Voorhees, born August I2, 1912. 

Two editorial paragraphs voice the public con- 
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sciousness of what Mr. Voorhees meant to Som- 
erset County and the significance of his loss. The 
“Chronicle” wrote thus of him: 


There has passed beyond this week one who for 
nearly forty years had been a resident of Bound 
Brook. 

Coming here when a young man, Mr. Voorhees 
developed into a citizen of whom all his friends 
were proud. He participated in the affairs of the 
town and was active in religious circles. His de- 
votion to the Chimney Rock Mission for some 
thirty years attests his zeal for the things of 
righteousness. As a county official he met many 
prominent people of the State, and he admin- 
istered the exacting duties of that office in a most 
capable manner, making friends of all with whom 
he came in ‘contact. 

His was a character of which the world has too 
few, and his place in the community will be hard 
to fill. The sympathy of many goes out to those 
dear ones from whom he is parted, and with that 
sympathy is a sorrow that is widespread, but mit- 
igated in the feeling that his life was well lived. 


The “State Centre-Record” said of him: 


There are few examples of such long and faith- 
ful public service as that given by Frederic N. 
Voorhees to Somerset County. His knowledge of 
the law gave him an unusual equipment for an 
office that is exacting. As deputy clerk he was 
most valuable in the details of office work and he 
did this uncomplainingly for many years. 

As clerk he was painstaking, courteous and cor- 
rect. He had the confidence of the lawyers who 
do much business with the office, and the general 
public, including the large number who apply for 
naturalization papers, found him always willing 
to aid them. He was a splendid official, always 
looking after the interests of the public. His 
death is a sad loss to the county. 


RICHARD HENRY BROKAW—The his- 
tory of the Bound Brook Trust Company and of 
the financial institutions which preceded that or- 
ganization is a part of the history of the banking 
activities of Richard H. Brokaw, the present act- 
ing vice-president of the Trust Company. Mr. 
Brokaw was the chief organizer, of the old First 
National Bank of Bound Brook, and of the later 
Bound Brook National Bank, and he was also one 
of the most important factors in bringing about 
the reorganization which created the Bound Brook 
Trust Company, which he served as its secretary- 
treasurer until 1920, when he resigned and ac- 
cepted the less burdensome official positions which 
he now holds. 

Richard H. Brokaw was born in Bound Brook, 
New Jersey, son of Henry C., who was active 
in the business affairs of Bound Brook and of 
Somerville, and of Phoebe M. (Field) Brokaw, 
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both now deceased, the father having died in 1872 
and the mother in 1889. He received his educa- 
tion in the local public schools and Rutgers Pre- 
paratory School of New Brunswick. He began 
his active business career as financial manager of 
a large wholesale house in St. Louis, Missouri. 
That connection he maintained for a period of nine 
years, at the end of which time he returned to New 
York City, where he was for some years engaged 
in banking activities. He assisted in the organi- 
zation of the First Wational Bank of Bound 
Brook, and then, for several years was engaged in 
the brokerage business in New York City. He 
became well known as a banker and a financier, 
and in 1906 was requested to organize the Bound 
Brook National Bank. He accepted the task and 
in January, 1907, the Bound Brook National Bank 
was opened for business with a capital of $50,000, 
and with the following official personnel: Captain 
W. H. Bates, president; Edward H. Radell, vice- 
president; Richard Henry Brokaw, cashier. With 
Mr. Brokaw’s able assistance this new financial 
institution prospered and steadily grew until it 
became one of the solid banking establishments of 
Northwestern New Jersey. In 1916, however, the 
Bound Brook Trust Company was formed for the 
purpose of taking over the Bound Brook National 
Bank, and on June 1, 1916 the work of reorgani- 
zation was completed and the Bound Brook Trust 
Company opened the doors of the remodelled 
Bound Brook National Bank Building to the 
public. The Trust Company was organized with 
a capital of $100,000, and during the twelve years 
which have passed since the reorganization was 
completed, the wise management and direction of 
Mr. Brokaw have been important factors in the 
achievement of the progress which has been made. 
He served as secretary-treasurer from June, 1914, 
to 1920, when he resigned, accepting at that time 
the position of acting vice-president and trust offi- 
cer, which official positions he holds at the present 
time (1927). The bank, under the new organiza- 
tion has had a steady and sound growth. By 1920 
its resources had increased from $100,000 to $600,- 
ooo, and during the decade from June, 1916, to 
June 30, 1926, that amount increased to $1,900,000, 
a remarkable growth, of which the officials have a 
right to be proud. Of the amount mentioned 
above $1,632,430.17 represents the amount depos- 
ited in checking and savings accounts by more than 
3,500 depositors. The present officials are: Wil- 
liam H. Whiting, president; Loren N. Wood, vice- 
president; Richard H. Brokaw, vice-president; 
William Schure, vice-president; Fred I. Collins, 
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secretary and treasurer; Edmund B. Durham, as- 
sistant treasurer; William M. Backer, assistant 
secretary. The board of directors is made up of 
well-known business men and financiers, men who 
have the confidence and the very high esteem of 
their associates in Bound Brook and vicinity. They 
are: Irving L. Apgar, Jr., Richard H. Brokaw, 
Fred I. Collins, W. C. Richardson, William 
Schure, Charles F. Speare, Peter Koehler, John J. 
Maier, Louis J. Mathis, Irving S. Whiting, Wil- 
liam H. Whiting, and Loren N. Wood. Mr. Bro- 
kaw is known as an expert financier, and he has 
been called upon to assist in the organization of 
several banks in New Jersey. 

In addition to the responsibilities of his busi- 
ness activities, Mr. Brokaw has been very active 
in local public affairs in Bound Brook. He served 
as mayor for nine years, as treasurer of the Bound 
Brook Building and Loan Association, and as a 
member of the board of directors of the Water 
Company, and has always been willing and gen- 
erous in forwarding any project which seemed to 
him to be wisely planned for the advancement of 
the best interests of Bound Brook. He also served 
for many years as a member of the Board of 
Education. Fraternally, he is a Past Master of 
Eastern Star Lodge, No. 105, Free and Accepted 
Masons; of Keystone Chapter, No. 25, Royal Arch 
Masons; ‘Trinity Commandery, No. 17, Knights 
Templar; Valley of Jersey City Consistory; and 
of Mecca Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine. Mr. Brokaw is president of 
the board of trustees of the Presbyterian Church 
and the Bound Brook Cemetery Association. 

Richard H. Brokaw was married (first) to Es- 
telle Shurtz, daughter of Jacob Shurtz; (second) 
to Minna Zimmerman, daughter of Peter and 
Josephine (Berlinker) Zimmerman, of New Bruns- 
wick, New Jersey. Mr. and Mrs. Brokaw have no 
children. They reside at No. 321 Church Street, 
in Bound Brook. 





CLINTON ROY HARDIN—Anmong the res- 
idents of Sussex County who are successfully en- 
gaged in general farming, fruit growing, and 
dairying is Clinton Roy Hardin, who represents 
the third generation in direct line to operate the 
homestead farm near Newton, Sussex County, 
New Jersey. He became his father’s partner at an 
early age, and has continued upon the homestead 
farm to the present time. He is one of the well- 
known and thoroughly successful farmers of this 
section of the State. 

The Hardin family traces back to early New 
England ancestry, but the branch to which Mr. 
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Hardin belongs settled in Sussex County before 
the Revolution, the pioneer in this section being 
Thomas Hardin, who settled for a time in Lafay- 
ette Township, Sussex County, in pre-Revolution- 
ary days, but later removed to Ohio, where he died. 
He married Elizabeth Lanee of Lafayette Town- 
ship, and among their children was Reuben, born 
in Lafayette Township, who married Susan Snook, 
daughter of Captain Snook, and had two sons, 
John, and Joshua, of whom further. 

Joshua Hardin, son of Reuben and Susan 
(Snook) Hardin, was born in Lafayette Township, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, September 20, 1801, 
and died November 12, 1866. He received the 
education which the local schools of that time 
offered, and then learned the blacksmith’s trade. 
During the early years of his active life he kept 
a shop at a place called “Snareltown,” in Hamp- 
ton Township, Sussex County, and worked at his 
trade there. Later he removed to Green Town- 
ship (now Fredon Township) where he purchased 
the well-known Dildine farm comprising 178 acres. 
He was one of the early settlers in that township, 
and throughout the remainder of his life he con- 
tinued to operate the big farm which he had pur- 
chased, and which his son Philip R. and his grand- 
son, Clinton Roy, have continued to operate to the 
present time (1926). Joshua Hardin married Effie 
Roof, who was born January 15, 1809, and died 
June 11, 1890. She and her husband are both 
buried at Newton. ‘They were the parents of 
twelve children: 1. James C. 2. John R. 3. Ma- 
tilda A. 4. Susan. 5. Marcus. 6. Mary A. 7. 
Thomas W. 8. Philip R., of whom further. 9. 
S. Elizabeth. 10. Rev. Oscar. 11. Robert M. 12. 
Amanda C. 

Philip R. Hardin, son of Joshua and Effie (Roof) 
Hardin, was born in Hampton Township, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, September 19, 1842. He at- 
tended the local public schools, early became his 
father’s assistant on the farm, and in 1866, when 
he was twenty-four years of age, the death of his 
father left much of the responsibility of the farm 
in his hands. He eventually took over the entire 
farm and was engaged in operating it to the time 
of his death. During the later years of his life 
his son, Clinton Roy, was his partner and relieved 
him of much of the burden of management. Philip 
R. Hardin married Esther Roy, who was born 
June 21, 1850, and died September 28, 1883, daugh- 
ter of Boudenine and Emma Maria (Willson) 
Roy, and they became the parents of two sons: I. 
Clinton Roy, of whom further. 2. William J., a 
sketch of whom follows this. 

Clinton Roy Hardin, son of Philip R. and Esther 
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(Roy) Hardin, was born on the homestead farm 
in Fredon Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
October 15, 1881. He received his earliest educa- 
tion in the local public schools and then continued 
his studies in the English and Classical Private 
School at Newton. When his course in that school 
was completed he further prepared for an active 
career by taking a business course in a school in 
Newton. When his education was completed he 
returned to the homestead farm and shortly after- 
ward was made his father’s partner in his general 
farming, fruit-growing, and dairying business. 
Upon the death of his father he inherited the 
homestead farm, and there he has continued to 
the present time. He is a skilled agriculturist and 
an expert dairyman and fruit grower, and ‘is one 
of the well-known and prosperous citizens of Sus- 
sex County. Energy, intelligence, and sound judg- 
ment have brought their fitting reward, and the 
homestead farm yields that return which can only 
be achieved by wise management and plenty of 
hard work. 

Clinton Roy Hardin was married, at Huntsburg, 
October 26, 1904, to Margaret Hunt, daughter 
of Theodore F. (now deceased) and Celestie 
(Struble) Hunt. Mr. and Mrs. Hardin are the 
parents of one son, Philip Hunt Hardin, who was 
born December 25, 1905, and resides at home. 

Mr. Hardin is a member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, and of the local Grange 
organization, and he and his family are members 
of the Presbyterian Church of Newton. 


WILLIAM J. HARDIN—Prominent among 
the professional experts of Sussex County is Wil- 
liam J. Hardin, of the firm of Snook & Hardin, 
surveyors and engineers. Their office is located at 
No. 11 High Street, in Newton, and they conduct 
a general surveying and engineering business. 
They are well known as experts in their field, and 
Mr. Hardin has served in professional capacity 
in various public positions. At the present time 
(1926) he is town engineer for Newton, and he has 
served as town and borough engineer for several 
different communities, also as acting engineer of 
Sussex County. Mr. Hardin studied civil engi- 
neering at Cornell University, and is thoroughly 
well prepared for the professional activities of the 
field he has chosen and in which he has already 
achieved marked success. The genealogy of his 
family is found in the preceding sketch of his 
brother, Clinton Roy Hardin. 

William J. Hardin, son of Philip R. and Esther 
(Roy) Hardin, was born in Stillwater Town- 
ship, Sussex County, New Jersey, August 30, 1883, 
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and received his early education in the public 
schools of his native district. Later he prepared 
for college in the English and Classical School at 
Newton, and then entered Princeton University. 
After studying there for a time he began teaching 
in Fredon Township in order that he might finance 
the remainder of his college course. He continued 
teaching for a period of three years, and then ma- 
triculated at Cornell University. After the com- 
pletion of his college course he found his first pro- 
fessional employment with J. G. White & Company, 
Engineers and Contractors, whose offices were lo- 
cated at No. 43 Exchange Place, New York City. 
That connection he maintained for a period of five 
years, during which time he gained most valuable 
experience. At the end of that time he accepted a 
position as town engineer of East Stroudsburg, 
Pennsylvania, and shortly thereafter was appointed 
town engineer of Newton, Sussex County, New 
Jersey, and has remained town engineer to date. 
Later he served as acting engineer of Sussex 
County for two years. He also served as engineer 
for the borough of Somerville, New Jersey, for a 
period of four years. During all this time he has 
also been conducting a very considerable private 
practice. In 1919, however, he formed a partner- 
ship with Harvey Snook, under the firm name of 
Snook & Hardin, Engineers and Surveyors, with 
offices at No. 11 High Street, in Newton, and there 
the firm handles a prosperous general business. 
Mr. Hardin is an acknowledged expert in his field, 
and is widely known in Sussex County and vicinity. 
He has won an enviable reputation not only as a 
skilled engineer and surveyor, but also as a man of 
prompt and reliable business methods and of un- 
questioned integrity. He has a host of friends in 
this section of the State, and is affiliated with 
various fraternal organizations. He is a member 
of Harmony Lodge, No. 8, Free and Accepted 
Masons, of Newton; of Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, 
Royal Arch Masons. He is also a member of the 
Tall Cedars of Lebanon; and a charter member of 
Newton Lodge, No. 1512, Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Order of Elks; also of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows. He is a member of the Newton 
Club, and his religious affiliation is with the New- 
ton Presbyterian Church, which he serves as a 
member of the board of trustees. 

William J. Hardin was married, at Newark, New 
Jersey, January 8, 1910, to Margaretta C. Morris, 
who was born in Morristown, daughter of Robert 
and Jennie (Smith) Morris, granddaughter of 
Daniel and Margaret (Haney) Morris. Mr. and 
Mrs. Hardin are the parents of four children: 1. 
William M. 2. Lee. 3. Luella, died at the age of 
seven months. 4. Elizabeth R. 
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JUDGE JAMES ISAIAH BOWERS—A Dis- 
trict Court judge at the age of twenty-eight, with 
his outstanding achievements while an occupant of 
the office of public prosecutor forming a brilliant 
background, Judge James Isaiah Bowers, one of 
the youngest men on the bench today, is an undis- 
puted leader in legal and political circles of New 
Jersey. Since his admittance to the bar, in No- 
vember, 1919, Judge Bowers’ rise in public affairs 
has been meteoric, and his successful conduct of 
many important legal causes in the courts of New 
Jersey has established him as a practitioner of 
talent and ability. With such an auspicious be- 
ginning he seems destined to extend his sphere of 
activities beyond the confines of his native State, 
into the broadeér scope of national affairs. Bank- 
ing, fraternal and social organizations, too, have 
found this young jurist a valuable contributor to 
their efforts. 

Judge Bowers is a grandson of the late Rev. 
Nicholas and Mary (Van Winkle) Bowers. Rev. 
Nicholas Bowers was a prominent Presbyterian 
divine, member of the New Jersey Presbytery. 
His son, the father of the subject of this biography, 
married Susie A. Lent, daughter of James W. and 
Mary (Wilkinson) Lent, of Newark. The father, 
Isaiah Bartholomew, now retired, conducted an 
undertaking and embalming establishment at Ber- 
nardsville, New Jersey, for many years. 

Judge James I. Bowers was born December 21, 
1897, at Far Hills, New Jersey. He attended pub- 
lic school at Bernards Township, graduating from 
the high school there in 1915. He then matric- 
ulated at the New Jersey Law School in the au- 
tumn of 1916, graduating therefrom with his de- 
gree of Bachelor of Laws in June, 1919. Before 
attaining his twenty-second birthday, in November, 
1919, Judge Bowers was admitted to the New Jer- 
sey Bar as an attorney, and counsellor in 1923. 
Meanwhile, he became associated with Joseph L,. 
Smith following his admission to the bar as an 
attorney, with offices at No. 763 Broad Street, 
Newark. Joseph L. Smith is a son of former 
United States Senator James Smith, Jr. Judge 
Bowers maintained this association until March, 
1925. He was also connected with other law firms 
in Newark at various times previous to 1925. 
From May 1, 1920, to October 1, 1922, he served 
as secretary to the Somerset County Board of 
Taxation, displaying in this capacity the capability 
for public service which was to be more fully rec- 
ognized with the passage of time. In the fall of 
1922 he was nominated by the Democratic party 
as the Somerset County representative in the State 
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Legislature, losing the election to Frederick A. Mc- 
Cullough by a very small majority. He was pre- 
vailed upon to accept the nomination again in 1923, 
but once more was defeated by a few votes. In 
1924 Judge Bowers served as recorder of Ber- 
nards Township and of Bernardsville Borough. 

It was in January of 1925 that Governor George 
S. Silzer gave his official recognition to the rising 
young barrister, nominating him to the’ office of 
prosecutor of pleas. The nomination having 
been confirmed a short time later by the State 
Senate, Judge Bowers moved his office to Somer- 
ville, and took up his duties as prosecutor, in ad- 
dition to carrying on a general law practice in 
other courts. In March, 1926, a vacancy having 
occurred on the bench of the First District Court 
of Somerset County, due to the death of Judge 
Azariah Beekman, Governor Moore believed Judge 
Bowers the best qualified applicant, and appointed 
him to this position, which he now occupies, carry- 
ing on the duties with despatch and dignity. Dur- 
ing the World War he served in an infantry regi- 
ment of the United States Army. He retains a 
commission as first lieutenant of field artillery in 
the Officers’ Reserve Corps, United States Army, 
regularly assigned to the 441st Field Artillery. 

A leader in the Democratic party, as is evi- 
denced by his record of public service, previously 
mentioned, Judge Bowers is affiliated with the 
Essex County Lawyers’ Club; Somerset County 
and New Jersey State Bar associations. A part of 
his legal work consists in acting as counsel for the 
Bernardsville Building and Loan Association. A 
Past Commander of Bernards Post, American 
Legion, he is also a member of John A. Steven- 
son Post, No. 12, of Somerville, and the host of 
other movements destined for progress and advance 
receive his whole-hearted support. Judge Bowers 
worships at the Methodist Episcopal Church, Ber- 
nardsville. In his leisure moments he finds rec- 
reation at his clubs: The Raritan Valley Country 
Club, Somerville; the Somerville-Raritan Ex- 
change Club, and the Grantley Country Club, Far 
Hills, New Jersey. His law offices are in the Sec- 
ond National Bank Building, Somerville. 

On November 6, 1926, Judge Bowers married 
Elizabeth Lockwood Ludlow, daughter of Louis V. 
and Adele (Arnott) Ludlow, of Far Hills, New 
Jersey. The family residence is at Somerville, 
New Jersey. 


JOHN BISHOP ARMSTRONG —For the 
past twenty-four years John Bishop Armstrong 
has been identified with the Lackawanna Railroad 
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Company in the capacity of milk messenger, and 
his faithfulness and integrity have made him one 
of the much relied upon employees of his district, 
He makes his home in Lafayette, Sussex County, 
the place of his birth. : 

John Bishop Armstrong was born in Lafayette, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, November 11, 1881, 
son of John B. and Sarah Dorcas (Price) Arm- 
strong, the first mentioned of whom is engaged in 
farming in Lafayette. Mr. Armstrong attended 
the Lafayette Grammar School and then continued 
his studies in Newton High School. When his 
high school course was completed he secured em- 
ployment with the Lackawanna Railroad Company, 
in April, 1902, as milk messenger. During the 
twenty-five years which have passed since, that 
time he has continuously maintained that connec- 
tion rendering faithful and efficient service. He 
is a Republican in his political sympathies, and 
though he has never either sought or desired public 
office, he is a public-spirited citizen, ready to fur- 
ther the interests of the community in any possible 
way. Fraternally, he is identified with Kittatinny 
Lodge, No. 164, Free and Accepted Masons, of 
Branchville, New Jersey, and he has many friends 
in Sussex County. 





ROBERT L. MARTENIS—Prominent in the 
business and political life of Sussex County, New 
Jersey, is Robert L. Martenis, assistant secretary 
and treasurer of the Sussex Trust Company, of 
Franklin, New Jersey, and mayor of Hamburg, 
His wife, like himself prominent in local affairs, is 
a member of the notable Armstrong family, long 
active in the agricultural development of New 
Jersey. 

Robert L. Martenis was born in Warren County, 
New Jersey, September 6, 1877, son of William 
and Prudence (Van Sickle) Martenis, the. former 
a railroad engineer until he began to figure prom- 
inently as a prosperous farmer. They moved to 
Newark several years before his death in Newark, 
New Jersey, in 1907. The son attended public 
school and the Centenary Collegiate Institute at 
Hackettstown, thus attaining a well-rounded cul- 
ture before he began on a practical business course 
in a Newark commercial college. From a position 
with the Lehigh Valley Railroad, he passed to the 
employment of the Sayres-Supply Company, which 
sent him as manager to Hamburg, Sussex County. 
When the Hardyston National Bank was organized 
at Hamburg in 1909 Mr. Martenis was so generally 
recognized as an able executive and financier that 
he was chosen teller and remained in the office for 
ten years. He next accepted the offer of the posi- 


133 


tion he still holds with the Sussex Trust Com- 
pany at Franklin, that of assistant secretary and 
treasurer. Meantime, he has participated actively 
in municipal affairs. Since its formation he has 
been assessor of the borough, a member of the 
Board of Education and a vestryman of the Church 
of the Good Shepherd of Hamburg. He was 
elected mayor of Hamburg in November, 1926. In 
addition to these important and constructive duties 
he is a member of the Samaritan Lodge, No. 98, 
Free and Accepted Masons of Sussex. 

Robert L. Martenis married, in 1910, Cornelia 
Armstrong, daughter of John B. and Sarah Dorcas 
(Price) Armstrong, and a descendant of a notable 
family to which many residents of Sussex County 
today belong. Mrs. Martenis taught school for 
fifteen years, twelve of these in Sussex County, 
a year in Passaic County, and twoin Bergen County. 
She is a member of the Daughters of the Amer- 
ican Revolution and the Order of the Eastern Star. 
Mr. and Mrs. Martenis reside on Vernon Avenue, 
in Hamburg. 

Most of those Americans who bear the name of 
Armstrong are descended from the famous border 
clan which bore that surname. When the Arm- 
strong clan was at its strongest, in 1528, with its 
adherents, it numbered upward of 3,000 horsemen. 
The name came, it is said, from assistance given a 
remote Scottish King whose horse was killed under 
him in battle, and who was lifted to a new mount 
by Fairbairn, his strong armor bearer. For this 
Fairbairn was rewarded with an estate on the bor- 
der between England and Scotland and a coat of 
arms. Johnnie Armstrong, or “Gilnockie,” was the 
most famous chieftain. The clan was disrupted in 
1530 with the death of the leader. Not many of 
the name remain in their original locality, but many 
are found in England, Ireland, and the United 
States. It was from Londonderry, Ireland, that 
the forebears of Mrs. Martenis came. The pro- 
genitor was Hugh Armstrong, who migrated to 
America in 1740 and settled at Short Hills, New 
Jersey. He married Margaret Moore, and they had 
a son, Thomas Armstrong, a Revolutionary soldier, 
who served as and was quartermaster and was 
ranked as major; he was born August 3, 1750, a 
farmer, and married Martha Brittin. Their son, 
William (?) married Mary Pellet, daughter of 
Obadiah Pellet, and they moved from his farm in 
Frankford Township to one in Lafayette Town- 
ship, where he died at the age of eighty-four. 
Children: Obadiah Pellet; Brittin; Bradford; 
Mary, who died single; Martha, married John 
Cummins, and left two children: Martha Eliza- 
beth Cummins, a manual training teacher in the 
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Newark schools, and William Cummins, who died 
in 1884; William Bishop Armstrong lived and 
died at Ottumwa, Iowa; and John B., father of Mrs. 
Martenis. He was born April 1, 1837, in Frank- 
ford Township, and at the age of eight moved with 
his parents to Lafayette, where he grew up, be- 
came a prosperous farmer, and where he died in 
1899. He married Sarah Dorcas Price, daughter 
of Zacharius H. and Sarah Ann (Titman) Price. 
Her father was a man of prominence, in both 
financial and political circles, a bank director and 
State Senator. Mrs. Armstrong died in 1920. To 
Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong were born: William, 
died in 1923; Sallie A., wife of Dr. Joseph G. 
Coleman, a physician and surgeon of Hamburg, 
New Jersey, and a son of James A. Coleman; 
Cornelia, wife of Robert L. Martenis; and John 
B. Armstrong, whose record appears in the pre- 
ceding biography. The Armstrong family has 
maintained its clannish spirit and has an associ- 
ation formed for the purpose of encouraging an- 
nual gatherings, of which Mrs. Martenis is vice- 
president, and a relative, William M. Armstrong, 
president. One hundred and thirty gathered 
at the first picnic, which was ‘held on the 
pleasant lawn of Mr. William M. Armstrong’s 
home in Frankford Township. This was the orig- 
inal home in Sussex County of Thomas Arm- 
strong. The history of the clan is being studied 
and the traditions inculcated in those of the fine 
old family living today. 


VOORHEES KLINE, a prominent lawyer of 
Somerville, New Jersey, and a man who has 
always taken a keen and active interest in the civic 
and judicial affairs of this community, was born 
in Somerville, New Jersey, June 23, 1887. He is 
the son of John J. and Truth A. (Voorhees) Kline. 
John J. Kline, the father, who is now retired, was 
one of the outstanding citizens of his day in this 
borough, 

Voorhees Kline received his early education in 
the public and high schools of the community in 
which he was born, graduating from the Somer- 
ville High School with the class of 1905. He 
attended Rutgers College, now Rutgers University, 
from which he graduated with the class of 1900, 
receiving the degree of Bachelor of Literature. 
He entered the New York Law School, from 
which he graduated with the class of 1913, receiv- 
ing the degree of Bachelor of Laws. He was ad- 
mitted to the New Jersey Bar as an attorney in 
that same year, and as a counsellor in 1916. He 
now carries on a most estimable general practice 
in Somerville. He is also a director of the Cit- 
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izens’ Building and Loan Association, of Somer- 
ville. 

Mr. Kline is a member of many professional 
societies, among the more important of which are 
the Somerset County Bar Association and the New 
Jersey State Bar Association. Mr. Kline has been 
even more active in his club and social life, for he 
is affiliated fraternally with Solomon Lodge, No. 
46, Free and Accepted Masons; Keystone Chapter, 
No. 25, Royal Arch Masons; the Council, Royal 
and Select Masters; and the Valley of Trenton Con- 
sistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite. He also 
holds active membership in the Exchange Club of 
Somerville; and the Somerville Athletic Club; the 
Tall Cedars of Lebanon, and Rutgers Alumni As- 
sociation. 

Voorhees Kline married, July 16, 1906, Elsie F. 
Probasco, of Cream Ridge, New Jersey. Mr. and 
Mrs. Kline are the parents of three children, all 
of whom are daughters: 1. Elizabeth P. 2. 
Ruth V. 3. Alice H. Mr. and Mrs. Kline and 
their family reside at No. 192 West High Street, 
Somerville, in which borough they attend the Sec- 
ond Reformed Church, of which Mr. Kline served 
as superintendent of the Sunday school for several 
years. 


ANDREW O. LUSE—The Luse family for 
several generations back has been identified with 
New Jersey history, following the line of agricul- 
ture with most successful results and taking an 
active interest in the religious progress of their 
respective communities. Andrew O. Luse, while 
departing from that particular branch of industry, 
has kept himself closely allied with the occupation 
of his forebears, having established a prosperous 
business in the heart of a populous agricultural 
region. 

David Luse, great-grandfather of Andrew O. 
Luse, lived in his early life in Johnsonburg, War- 
ren County, later purchasing a farm at Marksboro, 
where he died, well advanced in years. He is 
buried at Johnsonburg. He married a Miss Smith, 
and they had the following children: 1. A daugh- 
ter, who married a Mr. Cook. 2. John. 3. A 
daughter, who married a Mr. Armstrong. 4. 
Mercy, married H. Wintersmith. 5. Jane, mar- 
ried Jacob Snover. 6. Jacob. 7. Aaron, of whom 
further. 

Aaron Luse, son of David Luse, was born in 
Warren County, New Jersey, in 1811. He came 
to Sussex County in 1853, settling near Yellow 
Frame, then Stillwater Township, now Fredon 
Township, where he had a farm of 100 acres, and 
continued in this occupation until his death in 
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1873. He was an active worker in the Christian 
Church at Johnsonburg, and was for some time a 
deacon. He married Mary Ann Kerr, daughter of 
Ira Kerr, of Kerr’s Corners. She was born in 
1818 and died at the age of seventy-seven years. 
They had four children: 1.°Emily M., deceased, 
was the wife of John R. Koukle. -2. Phoebe, de- 
ceased, was the wife of John Westbrook. 3. Ach- 
sia, deceased, was the wife of Andrew H. Koukle. 
4. Aaron Philetus, of whom further. 

Aaron Philetus Luse, father of the subject of 
this sketch, followed farming in Fredon Town- 
ship, Sussex County, and also engaged in dairying 
until 1910, when he purchased a property at No. 
96 High Street, Newton, where he has since lived. 
He is a Presbyterian by faith, and while at Yel- 
low Frame served as a deacon, but since coming to 
Newton has united with the Presbyterian, Church 
there. He married, in 1879, Ella J. Huff, daughter 
of Barnett and Hannah (Dives) Huff, and they 
had one son Andrew O., of whom further. 

Andrew O. Luse was born in Fredon Town- 
ship, Sussex County, New Jersey, May 109, 1888, 
and attended the public schools at Fredon Town- 
ship, a private school of Stillwater, and New- 
ton Military Academy, of Newton, New Jersey. 
He was first employed with the Newton Trust 
Company, 1907-13, and then, for three years, he 
was employed as embalmer and funeral director 
for the firm of Stephen Merritt, New York City. 
On January 1, 1916, he established a business in 
Newton, New Jersey, as a funeral director and 
furniture dealer under his own name—Andrew 
O. Luse. In 1918 he purchased W. W. Roe’s in- 
terest in the business and consolidated with M. M. 
Fredenburgh under the firm name of Fredenburgh 
& Luse, and they are located at No. 53 Spring 
Street. They conduct an up-to-date establish- 
ment, complete in every detail, and well merit the 
confidence bestowed upon them by their patrons. 
He has been a director of the Newton Trust Com- 
pany, since January, 1925. 

Mr. Luse is a member of Harmony Lodge, No. 
8, Free and Accepted Masons, Baldwin Chapter, 
No. 17, Royal Arch Masons; Lodge No. 1512, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; and the 
Knights of Pythias. He is also a member of 
Newton Club, and politically is interested in the 
Republican party. A Presbyterian in religious 
faith, he has the honor of serving as the president 
of the board of trustees of the Presbyterian 
Church of Newton. 

Andrew O. Luse married at Stanhope, New 
Jersey, October 21, 1914, Helen E. Shaw, daughter 
of Job J. and Anna M. (Riegel) Shaw. Mr. and 
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Mrs. Luse are the parents of two sons: <A. Phi- 
letus, born February 24, 1918; and Harvey S., born 
September 29, 1921. 


STEPHEN LYON—The late Stephen Lyon 
was a descendant of one of the oldest and best 
known families in Northwestern New Jersey. A 
man who long held a position of prominence in 
the commercial and social world of his part of the 
land, he was also a great character, beloved by 
those who knew him well and respected by all with 
whom he came in contact. He was a son of Philip 
and Luticia (Losey) Lyon, and a grandson of 
Asher Lyon, who spent all of his life at Rocka- 
way, Morris County, New Jersey. His son Philip 
Lyon also lived and died at Rockaway, where he 
had married Luticia Losey. By this latter union 
four children were born: 1. John, who lived and 
died at Rockaway. 2. Jessie, who died in Michi- 
gan. 3. David, who died in New York State. 4. 
Stephen, of whom more follows. 

Stephen Lyon, the third son and fourth child of 
Philip and Luticia (Losey) Lyon, was born at 
Rockaway, in Morris County, but he removed in 
the year 1822 to Sparta Township, in Sussex 
County, New Jersey. There he owned and oper- 
ated a large forge, manufacturing various iron 
articles of use in that day: anchors, railroad iron, 
etc. He later owned and operated a second forge 
near Lake Hopatcong, in Sussex County. One of 
the interesting phases of this work was that Mr. 
Lyon owned his own timber lands, and was thus 
able to burn his own charcoal for use in the forges. 
He was a most progressive man in a great many 
ways, and as an example of this he also owned and 
operated a large fulling mill at Sparta, weaving 
cloth and blankets from wool that was spun in his 
own mill. He was, indeed, one of the very im- 
portant men of his day in Sparta Township and 
the immediately surrounding district. Mr. Lyon 
was also much interested in educational matters 
and movements, and he did much to bring about 
the present high standards of educational equip- 
ment and schools in his general community. It is 
also a point of interest that, always active in civic 
and political affairs, he voted three times for Pres- 
ident Jackson. 

Stephen Lyon had married, during the year 1824, 
Elizabeth Fountain, a daughter of David Foun- 
tain, of Hamburg, New Jersey. And it was shortly 
after his marriage that Mr. Lyon built the house in 
Sparta in which two of his daughters now reside. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lyon lived together for sixty-seven 
years, and although there were three years differ- 
ence in the time of their death, they both passed 
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away in the ninetieth year of their age—the wife 
being just three years younger than her husband, 
and living thus just three years longer. By this 
remarkably happy union nine children were born: 
1. David Lyon, who married Susan Hopping. 2. 
Miles Lyon, who died when he was but eighteen 
years of age. 3. Nancy Lyon, who married Job J. 
Byram, and who is now the mother of five living 
children. 4. Abigail Jane Lyon, who died unwed, 
at ninety years of age. 5. Jacob Hathaway Lyon, 
who married Imogene Hayworth. 6. Charles Lyon, 
who while serving as a soldier during the Amer- 
ican Civil War was taken prisoner and died at the 
Andersonville Prison, when he was but twenty- 
four years of age. 7. Sarah E. Lyon, who was 
born during the year 1839, and who is now the 
widow of Thomas Maley, who was prominent in 
the iron mining business at Ogdensburg, where he 
died. Mrs. Maley has since returned to the home 
in which she was born, and which she now shares 
with her sister. 8. Mary Amanda Lyon, who died 
unwed at the age of eighty-two years. 9. Louisa 
Lyon, the widow of Henry Folk, who was prom- 
inent in the milling business of Sussex County, 
and who was a director of the old Merchants’ Na- 
tional Bank of Newton New Jersey, now the Sus- 
sex and Merchants’ National Bank. Mrs. Folk now 
resides with her sister, Mrs. Maley, in the home 
their father, Stephen Lyon, had built during the 
year 1835, in Sparta. 


REVAUD ROGERS PERRINE—A varied 
business career has been that of Revaud R. Per- 
rine, agent for the Morristown and Erie Railroad, 
stationed at Whippany, New Jersey. Mr. Perrine 
is actively interested in local public affairs, and is 
one of the public-spirited citizens of his com- 
munity. His earlier business interests, which in- 
clude the management of a general grocery store 
and experience in New York City as a shipping 
clerk in the employ of a big firm, are of use to him 
in his present position, and he is well known in 
Whippany and vicinity. ; 

Revaud R. Perrine was born in Whippany, New 
Jersey, September 21, 1873, and received his early 
education in the public schools of his birthplace. 
When his course in the public schools was com- 
pleted he further prepared for an active career by 
taking a course in a business college in Newark, 
New Jersey. He went to New York City as ship- 
ping clerk in the employ of a woolen house, which 
connection he maintained fora period of five years. 
He then returned to Whippany, and for eight 
years was successfully engaged in a _ general 
store business there. He then was manager of 
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the Unique Folding Box Company of Whippany 
for five years, after which he became ticket agent 
in the employ of the Morristown and Erie Rail- 
road, and in that position he has since remained. 
Mr. Perrine is a son of David Anton and Emma 
(Stout) Perrine, well-known residents of Whip- 
pany in earlier days but both now deceased. Mr. 
Perrine is interested in the advancement of the 
general welfare of Whippany, and is always ready 
to do what he can for the furtherance of its in- 
terests. He is especially interested in the im- 
provement of its educational facilities, and has ren- 
dered efficient service as a member of the Board 
of Education for the past ten years. His religious 
interest is with the Presbyterian Church, of which 
he is an elder and trustee. He is a member of 
Whippany Fire Company and was its treasurer for 
ten years. 

Revaud R. Perrine was married, at Whippany, 
New Jersey, October 7, 1806, to Louise M. Kitchell, 
daughter of Charles M. and Mary (Benjamin) 
Kitchell, descendant on the paternal side of the old 
New England family of Kitchell. Mr. and Mrs. 
Perrine are the parents of two daughters: 1. 
Edith Estelle. 2. Frances Louise, who married 
Lee Stockbower, and they became the parents of 
four children: Lee, Jr., Ann Frances, Muriel 
Jean, and Edith Estelle. 


DANIEL J. KNIGHT—It would be difficult 
to find a single man who has done more actual 
and valuable construction planning and directing 
in Northwestern New Jersey than Daniel J. Knight, 
head of the Knight Coristruction Company, of No. 
115 Speedwell Avenue, Morristown, New Jersey. 
Mr. Knight is president and treasurer of the busi- 
ness, which was organized in 1921, and incorpor- 
ated, and Willis Laird is secretary. Some of the 
outstanding landscape features of the vicinity in 
the form of good roads, reservoirs, swimming 
pools, etc., have been the work of this concern. It 
has a wide reputation for dependable workman- 
ship and fair prices. 

Daniel J. Knight was born at Stockbridge, Mas- 
sachusetts, July 4, 1893, son of Andrew J. and 
Catherine (Haggerty) Knight. After completing 
the public school course of studies he engaged in 
the business which has since occupied him. Until 
the World War period Mr. Knight operated in- 
dependently under his own name—D. J. Knight. 
He then became general superintendent of con- 
struction for the New Jersey Cement Construc- 
tion Company, and supervised the railroad built 
from Indian Head to White Plains, Maryland. 
For eighteen months thereafter he was in the em- 
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ploy of the Government, to whom he offered his 
services. In 1921, he organized his present com- 
pany, the Knight Construction Company, which 
has performed some notable pieces of construction, 
and which now employs 135 men. The company is 
equipped to take care of contracts for all kinds of 
road and concrete work. Included in their achieve- 
ments are the erection of the Morristown reser- 
voir, the road from Mount Freedom to Brookside, 
and from Mount Freedom to Dover; the develop- 
ment of Burnham Park; the laying out of Chest- 
nut Street, Morristown; the excavation of 36,000 
yards of earth for the Jersey Central Power plant 
at Whippany; the swimming pool for the Edison 
Lamp Works at Parsippany; the development of 
the Robert Foote estate and the Morris County 
Golf Club. Many smaller contracts have also 
been efficiently performed by the company. 

Other business and community activities have 
Mr. Knight’s hearty support. After eight years of 
membership in the Road Horse Association of New 
Jersey, the largest of its kind in the world, dur- 
ing five of which he served on the board of di- 
rectors, he has been elected president. His favorite 
hobby is the owning and racing of good horses. 
He has three of these: Woodward L., with a 
record of 2.07%, Kipling, with a record of 2.00, 
and another. Mr. Knight is a member of the 
Topkaow Club, the Spring Brook Country Club, 
the Knights of Columbus and the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks. 

Daniel J. Knight married Mary Murphy, daugh- 
ter of John, T. and Elizabeth (Hanley) Murphy, 
of Morristown, New Jersey. They reside on 
Logan Place in Morristown until the completion 
of their beautiful new home on Egbert Hill, over- 
looking the city. Children: Bettie; Anita; Joan, 
and Daniel J., Jr. 


WILLIAM S. HOWELL—The Howell fam- 
ily of which William S. Howell is a member, well 
known and successful dairyman of Lafayette 
Township, Sussex County, has been prominently 
identified with the affairs of the State of New 
Jersey since, and prior to, the War of the Revolu- 
tion, in which conflict a number of men of that 
family participated. The line is of Welsh origin, 
and nearly all of the family engaged in farming. 

On November 3, 1781, in the county of Warren, 


New Jersey, was born Jonah Howell, the great-. 


grandfather of William S. Howell. Jonah Howell 
took as his wife Mary, who was born March 2, 
1777. The couple became residents of a farm in 
Sussex County, and were pioneer citizens of that 
county. Upon the deaths of Jonah and Mary 


‘Morris; 
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Howell, they were buried at Sussex Mills. They 
were the parents of the following children: Eliz- 
abeth, born March 10, 1805; Rebecca, born Novem- 
ber 27, 1806; Levi, of whom more later; Sally Ann, 
born October 28, 1811; Susan, born November 29, 
11815; Daniel born June 23, 1817; Samuel, born 
January 17, 1822. 

Like his forebears, Levi Howell, born March 6, 
1809, son of Jonah and Mary Howell, followed the 
vocation of farming. He was the owner of acre- 
age which was situated midway between the towns 
of Newton and Sparta. Levi Howell became the 
husband of Jane Snook. Both Levi and Jane 
(Snook) Howell died at approximately the age of 
seventy years, and were buried in Newton. Levi 
Howell was, however, twice married, having had, 
by his first wife, one daughter, named Maria, who 
was born December 16, 1833. By his second mar- 
riage Levi had: Margaret Ann, who was born No- 
vember II, 1839; Jonah, of whom more later; 
‘William, born January 18, 1842, and died young; 
and Susan E., born August 1, 1844, married Abram 
Sarah Elizabeth, born July 18, 1845; 
Daniel Webster, born August 2, 1846; Henderson, 
born September 23, 1850; and Peter Cummins, 
born April 12, 1852, and died young. 

Jonah Howell, born May 21, 1841, the father of 
William S. Howell, was born and reared on the 


‘old Howell homestead adjacent to Pinkneyville, in 


Andover Township. Jonah Howell followed agri- 
cultural pursuits, having succeeded his father in 
the cultivation of the family acres, and his death 
took place on the old homestead March I, 1900. 
He died a most highly respected member of his 
community, and the interment took place in New- 
ton Cemetery, where many of those members of 
‘his family who had passed on before him were 
buried. Jonah Howell had twice married, his first 
wife having been Salina Strader, daughter of Ja- 
cob Strader, and by whom there was one daughter, 


‘Florence, who died young. Jonah married (sec- 


ond), November 27, 1879, Ila Jane Hammond, who 
was a daughter of Andrew and Belinda (Pittin- 
ger) Hammond, and by whom Jonah Howell was 
the father of the following children: 1. Levi A., 
now engaged as a United States mail carrier at 
Newton, who was married to Venelia Bennett and 
is the father of: Frank; William; Ila; and Flor- 
ence. 2. William S., of whom more later. 3. 
‘Evelyn, wife of John Z. Simmons, and who re- 
sides with her family in Lafayette Township. 4. 
John C., who died young. The second wife and 
widow of Jonah Howell now makes her residence at 
Newton, New Jersey, in Madison Street, that city. 

William S. Howell, son of Jonah and Ila J. 
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(Hammond) Howell, was born in Andover Town- 
ship, Sussex County, April 22, 1886. He derived 
his education in the public schools of the township, 
of which he was an attendant until his sixteenth 
year. For a time thereafter he was in the 
service of a number of farmers in the locality. 
In 1906 he was employed as a clerk of the 
Woodward Hardware Company, which position he 
held until 1914, when having determined to engage 
in farming on his own account, he acquired the 
Robert Ogden homestead of 116 acres of land, 
whereon he has been most successful as the oper- 
ator of a dairying business. 

William S. Howell married, December 28, 1911, 
Almenda Van Horn, a daughter of Jacob L. and 
Jemima (Huff) Van Horn, and to this union have 
been born two children: Thelma and Evelyn. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Howell are activa members of the 
Lafayette Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. 
Howell is affiliated with the Newton Lodge, No. 
1512, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
the Sussex County Sportsman’s Association. He 
is one of the best known and most popular young 
men of Sussex County. 


WILLIAM JOSEPH DeMOND-—Specializ- 
ing in all branches of the profession in which he 
has become a leader in this part of the State, Wil- 
liam J. DeMond is an experienced and a thoroughly 
skilled funeral director, his headquarters at Som- 
erville and the branch at Bound Brook being 
equally provided and equipped with every modern- 
ized improvement. Mr. DeMond is, besides, a 
citizen who from the beginning of his business 
career has evinced an uncommon interest in all 
matters pertaining to the progress of civic and 
community plan and purpose, and he has the high 
regard of his fellow-citizens for his established 
and proven abilities. Of a family that has been 
traced through several generations in this section, 
and of New Jersey Revolutionary stock, Mr. De- 
Mond is a son of William and Delia (Smith) 
De Mond. 

William J. DeMond was born May 30, 1872, in 
Somerville, where he attended the public schools, 
and he afterwards worked for some time in Som- 
erville Woolen Mills, and later was engaged in the 
gentlemen’s furnishing business. 

Mr. DeMond first started his funeral directing 
activities in 1906, and with a funeral parlor, morgue 
and with headquarters at No. 84 East Main Street, 
in Somerville, and on Hamilton Street, at Bound 
Brook, he is accounted one of the leading under- 
takers in this part of the State. Meantime, he has 
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performed no minor share in the realty develop- 
ment of Somerville, particularly in East Somer- 
ville, where he has erected and sold sixty-five res- 
idences, and he has also been similarly engaged in 
other parts of the township. 

In 1902 Mr. DeMond was elected to the office of 
surrogate, in which he served for ten years, and it 
was during that period that his funeral directing 
interests were begun. He also served as a member 
of the County Tax Board three years, by appoint- 
ment of Governor Fielder. Active for many years 
in the political field, he was elected in 1925 for 


three years as a member of the State Democratic 


Committee. 

Fraternally, Mr. DeMond is affiliated with Lodge 
No. 1069, Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, and the local council of the Knights of Co- 
lumbus; and he is a communicant of Immaculate 
Conception Roman Catholic Church. 

William J. DeMond is married and has three 
children: Mary, who married Leo Epstein, and 
they have two children: William and Margaret 
Louise; George, who is established in the auto- 
mobile business in Somerville, married Katharine 
Tuttle; Joseph, who is associated with his father 
as an undertaker in charge of the Bound Brook 
branch of the business; both sons serving overseas 
in the Aircraft Department, in France, during the 
World War. 


CHARLES HENRY FOUNTAIN—Although 
the death of Charles Henry Fountain, native of 
New Jersey, and many years a respected citizen 


‘of Newton, where he conducted a furniture store 


and undertaking business, occurred more than 
thirty years ago. he is still held in reverence by 
members of his family and older residents of 
Newton. 

Charles H. Fountain was born January 20, 1856, 
at Branchville, New Jersey. He was the youngest 
child of Henry S. and Margaret Fountain. Henry 
S. Fountain was born January 17, 1821, and came 
to Branchville, Sussex County, from Stillwater. 
He was a school teacher at Branchville for many 
years previous to his death. Margaret Fountain 
was born November 20, 1821. Six children were 
born to the marriage of Henry S. and Margaret 
Fountain, four of whom were twins: I. Anna 
May, married John Johnson. 2-3. George Calvin 
and Sarah Jane, twins, born July 14, 1847. 4-5. 
Jessie W. and Sabina, twins, born July 28, 1853; 
the former now a resident of Sussex County. 6. 
Charles H., of whom further. 

Charles H. Fountain attended the public schools 
of Branchville, studying later at Newton Academy. 
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After leaving this institution he entered the employ 
of the Delaware and Lackawanna Railroad, serving 
as an express messenger. After being thus occu- 
pied for a few years he established the furniture 
and undertaking business, conducting it until his 
death, which occurred July 27, 1890. 

Fraternally, Mr. Fountain was a member of 
Harmony Lodge, No. 8, Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons. He was deeply religious, affiliating with the 
Presbyterian Church, where he was a member of 
the church choir for an extended period. 

Charles H. Fountain married, December 7, 1877, 
Margaret Elenora Simmons. She was the young- 
est of the four children of David and Elenora 
(Dalrymple) Simmons, the others being: John D.., 
Charles A., and Mary Simmons. To Charles H. 
and Margaret Elenora (Simmons) was born one 
child, Rhea Calvin. Rhea Calvin Fountain is a 
partner in the firm of Fountain & Seals, clothiers, 
of No. 61 Spring Street, Newton. He has attained 
prominence in the business, social and fraternal 
life of his borough, and is considered as one of the 
most progressive of Newton’s younger business 
men. Rhea C. Fountain is a member of Harmony 
Lodge, No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons, and the 
Tall Cedars of Lebanon. He married Margery 
Hutchinson, and they are the parents of: Althea 
C., Charles H., Fred, Bradley and John S. Foun- 
tain. Mrs. Charles Henry Fountain continues to 
reside in the old family home at No. 105 High 
Street, Newton. She is an active member in the 
Sussex County Historical Society, in which she is 
deeply interested. 


GEORGE O. EAGLES, fire chief of the Fire 
Department of the township of Newton, New Jer- 
sey, and a man who has always been prominent in 
the civic and commercial affairs of the township 
in which he resides, was born June 17, 1874, in 
Dover, New Jersey. Mr. Eagles is a son of David 
and Sarah Maria (Crane) Eagles; and a grandson 
of Abraham Eagles, who was among the early 
settlers of Dover, having removed to that part of 
the State shortly after his marriage. There he 
engaged in the manufacture of wagons at a place 
near Dover, a section which soon came to be 
spoken of as Eagles Corners, for Mr. Eagles was 
a maker of most excellent wagons, which were dis- 
posed of throughout the North Atlantic States. 
Mr. Eagles was the father of six children: Wil- 
liam, Isaac, Jane, Henry, Julia and David, of whom 
further. 

David Eagles, the father of George O. Eagles, 
was also a manufacturer of wagons, a trade which 
he followed successfully for a considerable number 
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of years. He later was employed by Robert Jen- 
kins, in that same line of work. He died in Dover, 
New Jersey, at the age of sixty-two years. He 
had married Sarah Maria (Crane) Eagles, who 
lived to the fine old age of seventy-three years; 
and they were the parents of four children, three 
sons and a daughter: George O., of whom fur- 
ther; Warren, Charles H., and Mary, who married 
George Parker, and who now resides with her 
husband in California. 

George O. Eagles, the first son and first child of 
David and Sarah Maria (Crane) Eagles, received 
his education in the public and high schools of the 
community in which he was born, Dover, and im- 
mediately upon the completion of these courses of 
study he branched out for himself, receiving his 
first real contact with the world of commerce in 
the employ of Ross & Baker, a firm of textile-mill 
operators, with whom Mr. Eagles remained until 
the year 1899, when he removed to Newton, New 
Jersey, where he now resides. In Newton he ob- 
tained employment with the Valentine & Bently Silk 
company, a firm with whom he remained for twen- 
ty-five years, for a large part of which time he had 
charge of the inspection and shipping depart- 
ments. Mr. Eagles resigned from this concern in 
the year 1923 to accept a position with the Claude 
E. Mazuy Company, manufacturers of corset silks, 
and the firm for whom Mr. Eagles has since re- 
mained up to the date of the writing of this bio- 
graphical history—1927. 

Despite the many varied and exacting duties of 
the work in which Mr. Eagles has been engaged, 
he has still found time in which to take a keen and 
active interest in the civic affairs of the community 
in which he resides. He has, for the past six 
years served as a member of the Newton Board of 
Education; but it is in the Fire Department of 
this township that he has not only taken the keen- 
est interest, but also put in the longest term of 
office, for he was a member of the Newton Hose 
Company, No. 3, for a considerable period of time, 
and then, his great interest carrying him forward, 
he filled all offices and positions in that department, 
up to and including chief of the Fire Department, 
to which office he was appointed by the Town Com- 
mittee, on January 1, 1926. It is not greatly sur- 
prising that, given his great interest in this depart- 
ment, Mr. Eagles should have risen steadily until he 
reached the top, for he has served with credit on 
the official board for a round quarter century. 

Mr. Eagles has been almost equally active in his 
club and social life, for he is affiliated fraternally 
with Ivy Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, in which organization he has been a member 
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for the past fifteen years, and secretary for the 
past ten years. He is also a member of the Patri- 
otic Order Sons of America and the Junior Order 
United American Mechanics. 

George O. Eagles married, April 19, 1899, Chris- 
tina Pearce, a daughter of William Pearce, who 
came from England and settled in Dover, New 
Jersey. Mr. and Mrs. Eagles are the parents of 
three children, two of whom are daughters and 
one a son: I. Burtis G., who is now the assistant 
cashier of the Sussex & Merchants’ National Bank 
of Newton. 2. Edythe C., who married Earl R. 
Pearson, and by him became the mother of Shirley 
Pearson, and who now resides with her husband 
and daughter in Newton. 3. Marion, who is now 
a bookkeeper for the Limestone Products Corpora- 
tion of America, at Newton. Mr. and Mrs. Eagles 
reside in Newton, where they attend the Methodist 
Church, Mr. Eagles having served on the official 
board for twenty-five years. 


DAVID J. SMITH—Merited success along 
many lines which are of great public useful- 
ness has come to David J. Smith, president of 
the notable Raritan Savings Bank, vice-president 
of the Duke Farms Company, and general man- 
ager of the Duke estate for the past twenty-five 
years. He prospered as a large-scale farmer for 
twenty-five years, as building constructor and gen- 
eral manager of the Duke estate, which flourished 
and grew in beauty under his skilled control. 
During his twelve years as a contractor and mason, 
he was in demand not only in his own town, but 
as far afield as Newport and New York, because 
of the fine and honest quality of workmanship 
resulting from his supervision. Everywhere his 
sterling character and magnetic personality have 
advanced his own fortunes and contributed to the 
general community well-being. 

David J. Smith is grandson to John Smith, 
who was born in Connecticut, and moved to Met- 
lers Mill, New Jersey, near the South Branch 
River, where he worked as a fuller, weaving cloth. 
He married Jane Merlette, and both are now de- 
ceased. John Smith’s later years were spent on 
his own farm near Pleasant Run, New Jersey. 
To him and his wife were born the following chil- 
dren: John; Peter; Henry; George; Jane, who 
married James Strimple; Rebecca, and Hannah. 
The oldest of these children, John Smith, was born 
near Readington, New Jersey, February 13, 1811. 
He was a cooper by trade and worked at his occu- 
pation all his mature life. He married Rachel 
Ann Lane, of Readington, and they had children: 
1. Abraham L,, who married Elmira Cole. 2. John, 


NORTHWESTERN NEW JERSEY 


who married Ellen Jane Rowe. 3. David J., of 
further mention. 4. Mary Jane, married Peter Van 
Syckle, and they have children: John and Aaron 
Van Syckle. All the family have passed away 
excepting the subject of this sketch. 

David J. Smith, son of John and Rachel Ann 
(Lane) Smith, was born in Readington, New Jer- 
sey, March 17, 1853. He was educated in the local 
public schools. His first position was on the farm 
of John Morehead at Readington, where he made 
himself generally useful. During the next two 
years he farmed for himself. He then mastered 
the mason’s trade with Abraham S. Hoffman and 
established himself in Somerville, New Jersey, as 
a mason contractor. During the twelve years of 
his pursuit of this line of industry Mr. Smith was 
contractor for all the buildings erected on the 
Duke estate. He built many structures in Plain- 
field, in Roselle, in Bayonne, New Jersey, at Wood 
Haven and Coney Island, New York, and through- 
out a wide territory. Typical of the importance 
of his contracts is the Jackson Building in Plain- 
field, and the structure at No. 220 Madison Ave- 
nue, New York City. He also erected Mr. Duke’s 
residence at Newport, Rhode Island, the Fleming- 
ton National Bank and many buildings on Main 
Street, Somerville, as well as elsewhere in other 
towns. It was in 1902 that he was made general . 
manager of the whole of the Duke estate, located 
just outside of Somerville and comprising at that 
time about 600 acres, to which has been added 
about 1,800 acres, making a total of about 2,300 
acres. 

This acreage has been purchased principally 
through Mr. Smith, as he has been directed. Just 
before Mr. Smith came to assume management 
of the estate it was conducted as a large dairy 
farm. In the meantime Mr. Duke had some 
very fine high-bred trotting horses and a race 
track on the estate. Later he decided to tear down 
the cow barn, sell off his horses, and lay out the 
estate as a park, which he named Duke’s Park. 

Usually five or six hundred laborers are em- 
ployed. During Mr. Smith’s quarter of a century 
as general manager the estate has been laid out in 
a lovely park in accordance with plans enunciated 
by the owner, or by Buckingham & Miller, land- 
scape architects, in accordance with Mr. Duke’s 
wishes. A practical farmer, who learned his busi- 
ness in his youth and improved his knowledge 
through observation and study, Mr. Smith is now 
vice-president of the Duke’s Farms Company. 

Mr. Smith also takes an active interest in civic 
affairs in Somerville, being a director of the Second 
National Bank of Somerville, and president of the 
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Raritan Savings Bank, which enjoys the unique 
distinction of being a small-town bank with over a 
million dollars in the form of deposits. With 
their resources more than a million dollars they 
have arrived at a point where the State Banking 
Department requires that they either pay an extra 
dividend or increase the per cent of interest. 

In his fraternal affiliations Mr. Smith is a mem- 
ber of Solomon Lodge, No. 46, Free and Accepted 
Masons. In all relations of life Mr. Smith is pop- 
ular, for he likes his fellow-men who give him in 
return their love and respect, and he lends his 
energies to every form of community advance- 
ment. His strict integrity, excellent business 
judgment and foresight have proved of general 
value to his fellow-townsmen, whose interests he 
has represented in many business capacities. In 
his religious fellowship Mr. Smith is a member of 
the First Reformed Church of Stanton, New Jer- 
sey, but both he and Mrs. Smith attend the Dutch 
Reformed Church of Somerville. 

In 1874, David J. Smith married (first) Mary 
Medora Sheets, of Stanton, New Jersey, daughter 
of Jacob R. and Mary Sheets. She died in 1907, 
and Mr. Smith married (second), November 7, 
1914, Laura B. (Berkaw) Berkaw. widow of Dr. 
Willard E. Berkaw, and daughter of Bergen B. 
and Ella (Shaffer) Berkaw. A son was born of 
the first union, Jacob R. Smith, now State super- 
intendent of construction for New Jersey, who 
married Rose Johnson, of Clinton, New Jersey. 


CLAYTON DAVENPORT—After fourteen 
years of experience in the grain and feed business 
as an employee of the Hopkins & Merrell Com- 
pany, Clayton Davenport built a modern plant of 
his own and established himself in the grain and 
feed business in Branchville, where during the past 
four years he has built up a prosperous and stead- 
ily growing trade. He handles all kinds of grain 
and dairy feeds, and has made an enviable reputa- 
tion as a business man of ability and integrity. 

Horace Davenport, grandfather of Mr. Daven- 
port, was a blacksmith and wheelwright at Cole- 
ville, Sussex County, New Jersey, where he died 
at the age of eighty-four years. He married a Miss 
Cortright, and they were the parents of five chil- 
dren: 1. Albert. 2. Christopher. 3. Munson, of 
whom further. 4. Mary, who married Albert 
Decker. 5. Harry, died young. 

Munson Davenport, son of Horace Davenport, was 
born at Coleville, Sussex County, New Jersey. He 
attended the local schools and then learned the 
trade of blacksmith and wheelwright, which trade 
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he followed continuously for a period of fifteen 
years. He then purchased a farm and engaged in 
agricultural activities in Wantage Township, Sus- 
sex County, above the town of Sussex, where he is 
still located. He married Mary Myers, and among 
their children were: Emma, who married W. B. 
Hough; Janette, who married Charles Smith; and 
Clayton, of whom further. 

Clayton Davenport, son of Munson and Mary 
(Myers) Davenport, was born in Coleville, Sus- 
sex County, New Jersey, June 16, 1888, and re- 
ceived a good practical education in the public 
schools of Blooming Grove and of Frankford 
As a boy he worked on the farm before 
and after school, and during the long vacation 
periods, and when school days were over he con- 
tinued with agricultural activities until he was 
twenty years of age. He then accepted a position 
as manager of the Hopkins & Merrell grain and 
feed business, to which enterprise he gave the 
closest possible attention. He possessed energy 
and initiative in a high degree, and as manager of 
the concern with which he was identified was an 
important factor in its steady growth and develop- 
ment. For fourteen years he continued to de- 
vote his energy to the management of that concern 
but, in 1922, having accumulated some capital and 
having acquired a very thorough knowledge of the 
business through his long period of service with 
the Hopkins & Merrell concern, he built a fine, 
modern plant and engaged in the grain and feed 
business for himself at Branchville. He chose a 
very good location, and he is so well known in this 
section of the county that business picked up 
rapidly, and at the present time (1926) after four 
years of independent enterprise, he is the pro- 
prietor of a very prosperous concern. 

Politically, Mr. Davenport gives his support to 
no one political party, but casts his vote for those 
candidates whom he deems best fitted for the faith- 
ful and efficient discharge of the duties of the 
office to which they aspire. He takes an active 
interest in local public affairs, and has always been 
ready to bear his share of the burden of public 
office. He served as a member of the Board of 
Councilmen of Branchville for eleven years, has 
been a member of the School Board for the last 
six years, and is at the present time (1926) serv- 
ing as vice-president of that board. He has always 
been interested in the activities of the Sussex 
County Fair Association, and is a member of its 
board of directors. Fraternally, he is affiliated 
with Kittatinny Lodge, No. 164, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, of Branchville. He is also a mem- 
ber of the Tall Cedars of Lebanon. His religious 
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affiliation is with the Presbyterian Church of 
Branchville, which he serves as elder. 

Clayton Davenport was married, September 20, 
1909, at Montague Township, to Edna Merrell, 
daughter of Lewis S. Merrell. The Merrell family 
is an old New Jersey family, tracing descent from 
early settlers in Warren County. Mr. and Mrs. 
Davenport are the parents of two children: 1, 
Clayton Merrell. 2. Albert Munson; both born in 
Branchville, New Jersey. 


JOHN BURNS—John Burns came from Ire- 
land when a small boy, and is today one of the 
influential citizens and prominent business men of 
Raritan, New Jersey. 

John Burns, the elder, came to America in 
1844, but after a period of a few years returned to 
his native Ireland, where he married, had six sons, 
and three daughters, and died in Ireland in 1870. 
His wife, before her marriage, was Margaret 
Buckley. 

Patrick, elder son of John Burns (1), came to 
America in 1866, and was first employed on the 
nearby canal, and later made his home in Raritan, 
where he built up a successful grocery business, 
and served as postmaster under the two admin- 
istrations of President Grover Cleveland, which 
position he occupied at the time of his death, in 
1896. 

John (2), son of John and Margaret (Buckley) 
Burns, journeyed to America when he had attained 
his eleventh year, and has ever since made his 
home in Raritan. As a youth he was employed 
by his brother, Patrick, in the store of the latter, 
and later became associated with the Raritan 
Woolen Mills in the capacity of loom fixer, re- 
mained with that concern from 1876 until 1884, 
and then entered the hotel business in Raritan, 
where, in 1900, he erected a new hotel, which he 
continued to operate until 1911, in which year he 
disposed of the property to Vincent J. Sisser, and 
thereafter engaged in the real estate and insurance 
business with considerable success. In ‘1912, Mr. 
Burns was elected a justice of the peace, in which 
office he continues to function. He is a member 
of the local volunteer fire company, and belongs to 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

In November, 1880, John Burns was married 
to Mary Connor, and to this marriage have been 
born: 1. John (3), a native and resident of Rari- 
tan. 2. Joseph, deceased, died as the result of a 
wound received in battle during the World War, 
he having been a member of the 65th Aerial Divi- 
sion, with rank of corporal. 3. Mary, a twin of 
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the late Joseph, is employed by the Western 
Union Telegraph Company at New York City. 
4. Madeline, is located at Washington, D. C. 5. 
Frances, employed by the Central Railroad. Mr. 
Burns and family reside at No. 17 Somerset 
Street, Raritan, New Jersey. 


VICTOR E. BEVANS—Evan Bevans was the 
grandfather of Victor E. Bevans. He was a 
sturdy Welshman who emigrated to America and 
settled in Sandyston Township, near Dingmans 
Ferry, where he acquired some land and estab- 
lished himself as a farmer. He married Cath- 
erine Carmer and reared a family of eleven chil- 
dren: 1. Moses, born December 22, 1788. 2. 
John, born October 13, 1792. 3. Elizabeth, born 
March 31, 1795. 4. Jacob, born November 28, 
1796. 5. Nicholas, born August 23, 1798. 6. 
James C., of whom further. 7. Catherine, born 
January 28, 1802. 8. Abraham, born July 1, 1804. 
g. Sarah, born May 3, 1806. 10. Sidney, born Sep- 
tember 10, 1808. 11. John, born October 11, 1815. 
Evan Bevans and his wife were buried in the 
Metler Cemetery; his tombstone bearing the dates 
born, December 22, 1762, died, April 27, 1849. 
His wife was born on February 13, 1771, and died 
on September J5, 1846. 

James C. Bevans, father of Victor E. Bevans, 
was born June 3, 1800, in Sandyston Township, 
Sussex County, where he became one of the most 
prominent and influential men of the district. In 
addition to the management of his own farm, he 
conducted the general store, which supplied mer- 
chandise for the needs of the community, and he 
was influential in establishing a postoffice at that 
place, which was named Bevans in his honor and 
of which he was the first postmaster. He married 
Sarah Rosenkrans, daughter of Benjamin Rosen- 
krans, who died in 1894 at the age of eighty-six 
years. To this union twelve children were born: 
Obadiah, Benjamin R., Hezekiah, Jacob, Edwin, 
Priscilla, Sarah, Philena, Maria, Hannah Jane, 
Salmon W., Victor E., the youngest and only sur- 
viving member of the generation, of whom further. 

Born on the homestead farm, Victor E. Bevans 
himself became a farmer, holding about 450 acres 
of land which he cultivated and upon which he 
maintained a dairy farm as well. His father had 
been a very large land owner, having about a 
thousand acres in his possession. In their old age 
Mr. Bevans cared for his parents and laid them 
both to rest in the Bevans Cemetery. Until 1907, 
Mr. Bevans was a successful farmer. Then he sold 
his property and moved to Branchville, where he 
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has since made his home. In October, 1903, a 
tragedy occurred which resulted in the death of his 
wife and nearly ended his own life. An attempt 
was made to rob the house in the early evening, 
but when the robbers were discovered, they used 
their guns so effectively that Mrs. Bevans was 
killed, receiving six wounds, and Mr. Bevans was 
also wounded by three bullets, from which he 
ultimately recovered, though he was in a serious 
condition. The event was quickly noised about 
and in a short time 500 people were at the scene 
of the crime. One man, George Jagger, was ar- 
rested and convicted of the crime, but before the 
sentence could be carried out, he killed himself in 
the county jail. 

Mr. Bevans always takes an interest in local 
history, and has presented several objects of value 
to the Sussex County Historical Society, at New- 
ton. He was a member of Harmony Lodge, No. 8, 
Free and Accepted Masons, but when he moved to 
Branchville, he demitted to Kittatinny Lodge, No. 
164, where he now holds his membership. 

Victor E. Bevans married (first) Mary Han- 
nahs, daughter of James Hannahs, of Frankford 
Township. She met her tragic death in October, 
1903, and nine years later Mr. Bevans married 
(second) Mattie (Snover) Smith, widow of Elvin 
E. Smith, a neighbor of Bevans, and one of the 
first at the house after the attempted robbery. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bevans attend the Presbyterian 
Church. 





CAPTAIN GEORGE ROWE—This is the 
era of specialization. In all the professions the 
scope of knowledge has become so wide and deep 
and complex that it is no longer possible for any 
one individual to master more than one branch of 
his profession. The results achieved by Mr. Rowe 
show that he made no mistake in choosing mining 
as his capacity. 

Captain George Rowe is a son of George Rowe, 
and was born in Cornwall, England, December 24, 
1868. His father was a merchant of Cornwall, 
where he lived and died. At the age of eleven 
years he started to work at the mines near his 
home, but when he was eighteen years old he came 
to America, where there were greater opportuni- 
ties for advancement in his chosen field of en- 
deavor. He came to the northern part of Michi- 
gan, where he obtained employment in the iron 
mines, and where, after a short time, he was pro- 
moted to the position of mine foreman. In 1905 
he accepted a position as mine superintendent on 
the Mesaba Range in the northern part of Minne- 
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sota. In the following year he severed his connec- 
tion with this company and identified himself with 
the New Jersey Zinc Company, of Franklin, New 
Jersey, as mine captain, a position he still holds at 
the present time (1927). Captain Rowe has a 
very high reputation for ability in his profession, 
being held in high esteem by all with whom he 
comes in contact. In connection with his work it 
is interesting to note that he has one of the finest 
collections of mineral specimens to be privately 
owned in the United States. 

Despite the many exacting duties of the work 
in which Captain Rowe is engaged, he has never- 
theless found time in which to assume a number 
of outside interests, among the more important of 
which is the office he fills as a director of the Sus- 
sex County Trust Company. It is worthy of men- 
tion that Captain Rowe was among the first to hold 
shares in this banking institution, and was a mem- 
ber of the first board of directors as well. He has 
also taken a keen interest in the civic and general 
community affairs of his town, for he was active 
in the building of the Franklin Presbyterian 
Church, serving as president of the board of trus- 
tees for eleven years to the present time (1927) ; 
member of the Franklin School Board for ten 
years; served as member of the Park and Shade 
Tree Commission for several years; honorary 
member of the Franklin Fire Department; and a 
member of the Franklin Board of Trade. He is 
a member of the Franklin Athletic Association, the 
Cranberry Lake Community Club, and the Broth- 
hood of Franklin Presbyterian Church. In con- 
nection with his profession he is a member of the 
American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical 
Engineers. His fraternal affiliations are with the 
Free and Accepted Masons, being a member of 
Samaritan Lodge, No. 98, of Sussex, New Jersey; 
Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons, of 
Newton; and of the Tall Cedars of Lebanon, of 
Newton. He is also a member of the Order of 
Sons of St. George, a Past Grand President of 
the State of Michigan, serving the order as presi- 
dent in 1905. 

Captain George Rowe married, in 18890, Mary 
Harvey, a daughter of Edward Harvey, lumber 
and coal dealer of Iron Mountain, Michigan. Cap- 
tain and Mrs. Rowe are the parents of five chil- 
dren: 1. Mae R, born in Iron Mountain, Mich- 
igan, September 13, 1891; married Herbert C. 
Irons, chief of police of Franklin, New Jersey, 
and they are the parents of two children: Harvey 
C., and Marion R. 2. George H., Jr., born in Iron 
Mountain, Michigan, August 12, 1893, a graduate 
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of Pratt Institute, Brooklyn New York, and at 
present (1927) an architect and estimator ; married 


Margaret E. Etgen, of Hackensack, New Jersey, ° 


and they are the parents of three children: George 
H., 3d, Eva E., and Harold E. George H. Rowe 
served in the World War as first class sergeant of 
Company A, 303d Engineers, American Expedi- 
tionary Forces, and saw active service overseas in 
the Meuse, St. Mihiel and Argonne Forest dis- 
tricts. 3. Mabelle H., born in Iron Mountain, 
Michigan, July 9, 1895; married George R. Mor- 
rison, secretary of the Mutual Relief Association 
of the New Jersey Zinc Company of Franklin, 
and they are the parents of two children: Harris 
R. and Edward J. George R. Morrison served 
as second lieutenant in the Quartermaster Corps, 
American Expeditionary Forces, World War. 4. 
Edward J., born in Iron Mountain, Michigan, De- 
cember 26, 1897; married Della Francis, of Jack- 
son, Wyoming, where they now reside. During the 
period of the World War he left Rutgers College, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey, to join the Aviation 
Service, where he served as second lieutenant, re- 
ceiving his military training at Berkeley Univer- 
sity and March Field, California; at present (1927) 
employed in the Government service as a forest 
ranger. 5. Olive M., born in Iron Mountain, Mich- 
igan, January 25, 1902, and died in Franklin, New 
Jersey, October 15, 1918. Captain and Mrs. Rowe 
reside at Rowe Place, Franklin, New Jersey. 





CHARLES RAMSEY WELSH—For some 
sixteen years Charles R. Welsh has been engaged 
in the automobile business at Far Hills, New 
Jersey, and in 1915 he erected the fine modern 
plant where he now conducts a service station, a 
storage garage, and a sales agency for the Chrysler 
automobile. Mr. Welsh is also active in local pub- 
lic affairs in Far Hills, where he was an import- 
ant factor in the securing of the borough charter, 
and where he is at present serving as a councilman. 

Charles Ramsey Welsh was born in Far Hills, 
New Jersey, April 7, 1881, son of Peter, who is 
engaged in farming, and of Margaret (Honeyman) 
Welsh. After receiving a good practical educa- 
tion in the local public schools he learned the trade 
of the machinist, which he followed for some time 
in New York City. After gaining considerable 
experience in this field, he made a change and 
obtained a position in a store for a time. Still 
later he accepted a position as superintendent of 
an estate in Far Hills, which he maintained for a 
period of six years. At the end of that time he 
again made a change, this time engaging in the 
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livery business in Far Hills. The change from the 
livery business to the automobile business was a 
natural and a profitable one. In 1910 he took the 
agency for the Studebaker automobile, and in 1924 
he took the agency for the Chrysler. Meantime, in 
1915, having then been engaged in the automobile 
business for five years, during which time he built 
up a very good business, he erected the plant which 
at the present time (1926) houses his greatly 
increased business activities. His garage includes 
100 feet square of floor space, and he has developed 
a most satisfactory service station business, which 
he operates in addition to his sales agency, which 
he still continues. He has made for himself a 
reputation which in itself is a valuable business 
asset, and each year brings a substantial increase 
in the volume of business which he transacts. 
Satisfied patrons bring to his doors others who are 
in search of like excellent service, and prompt 
and courteous attention go far toward holding and 
increasing the patronage which he has secured. 
Mr. Welsh is very active in civic affairs in Far 
Hills. He was one of the most active in securing 
the borough charter, served as a member of its 
first board of councilmen, and at the present time 
is still serving as a councilman. He was president 
of the fire company of Far Hills for two years. 
He gives his support to the Republican party, and 
is one of the public spirited citizens who can 
always be counted upon to further the interests of 
the community in which he lives. He is a member 
of the Grantley Club, and his fraternal affiliation 
is with the Congdon Lodge, No. 222, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, of which order he is a member up 
to and including Valley of Newark Consistory. 
He is also a member of the Salaam Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine; of the Junior Order of United American 
Mechanics; and of the Tall Cedars of Lebanon. 
His religious affiliation is with the Bedminster 
Reformed Church. 

Charles R. Welsh was married, October 24, 
1901, to Mae Brown, of Westfield, New Jersey, 
daughter of Charles and Georgeanna (Stryker) 
Brown. Mr. and Mrs. Welsh are the parents of 
two children: Evelyn R. and Norman C. The 
family reside at Far Hills, New Jersey. 


HENRY B. De KAY—The position of leader- 
ship in the progress of New York and New Jersey 
established by seven generations of the De Kay 
family characterizes the representatives of the line 
today. The name De Kay appeared in New Am- 
terdam, borne by Jacob Teunisen De Kay (or De 
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Key, as the name was alternately spelled). He was 
a native of Thuyl in Gelderland, who came to this 
country before 1657 and became a wealthy burgher 
of New Amsterdam and prominent elder of the 
Dutch church to which belonged also Jacob Leis- 
ler, who inspired a rebellion’ During his brief 
tenure of authority, Leisler imprisoned Jacob de 
Kay, whose sons, mere boys, tried to release him. 
Before the fall of Leisler occurred, Jacob de Kay 
was “killed by the explosion of a great Gone” 
(gun). He married Hillegonda Tewnis, March 
29, 1658, a native of New Amsterdam. Of the 
many children they are believed to have had, only 
two sons are named in the will: Tewnis and Jacob. 
The latter, called Captain Jacob De Kay, was born 
in New York, November 27, 1672, and lived for a 
time on Long Island, where he bought property in 
1697 of John Harrison, sheriff of Queens County. 
In July, 1701, he bought from New York City: 
“a tract in the out-ward, containing 235 acres, for 
which he paid 237 pounds,” a tract including the 
present Riverside Park. In 1702 he was alderman 
from this “out-ward” and repeated the service for 
three successive years. On May 9, 1694, Captain 
Jacob De Kay married Sarah Willett, daughter of 
Thomas Willett. Their third child was Thomas 
De Kay, baptized in the Dutch church, February 
6, 1608. He probably grew up on the Hudson 
estate purchased by his father. His lands there to 
a total of sixty acres were traded for 1,200 acres in 
Vernon Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, if 
some authorities are to be accepted, while others 
say that he paid £500 sterling with a yearly 
rental of “two shillings to be paid on St. John 
Baptist’s day if demanded.” In 1724, Captain 
Thomas De Kay (who spelled his name de Kay) 
settled on his new property. His southern bound- 
ary was to be the line between New York and 
New Jersey, and in the border uncertainties which 
later arose, it was maintained by Captain Thomas 


with the might of his arm until the courts decided 


in his favor. Colonel de Kay, at the end of the 
argument, possessed lands in both States, while 
his home farm was far enough below the line to 
make him a resident of Sussex County, New Jersey. 
When he died, January 1, 1758, he was buried 
on the knoll on which he had first made camp, 
according to his expressed desire. He acquired 
his title from his rank as captain of the militia. 
Thomas de Kay married Christiana Duncan, a 
lady of Scotch origin, born February 2, 1707, died 
September 6, 1784. Their second son was Thomas 
De Kay, Esquire, known as Buckey, who served 
as justice of the peace. He was a large landowner, 
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having purchased from his nephews their share in 
the Wawayanda tract, which lies in Vernon Town- 
ship. Thomas De Kay married Hannah Blain. 
Children: Charles; Polly, wife of Charles Well- 
ing of Warwick, New York; Sally, wife of Joseph 
Edsall, of Vernon; Hannah, wife of John Sly; 
Major Thomas B. De Kay, of further mention; 
Julia, wife of Ross Winans; Fanny, wife of David 
Hynard; Catherine, wife of Henry W. McCamly; 
and William. The father of this large family was 
a Democrat, a man of strong character and ability. 
He died March 16, 1830, and his wife, March 1, 
1848. 

Major Thomas B. De Kay, son of Thomas and 
Hannah (Blain) De Kay, was born February 26, 
1792, at Vernon Township, Sussex County, New 
Jersey. A prosperous farmer, he dealt extensively 
in cattle raising and selling, and participated in the 
business life of the community as well, serving as a 
director of the Warwick Valley Railroad. A 
member of the Episcopal church, he took a large 
part in the erection of the church edifice. When 
the Republican party was formed, he transferred 
to it the allegiance given to its predecessor, the 
Whig party. He died September 3, 1863. Major 
Thomas De Kay married (first) Clarissa Sharp, 
November 26, 1814, who died February 15, 1828, 
survived by five children. He married (second), 
March 12, 1829, Sarah E. Cowdry, daughter of 
Captain John and Christina (Thompson) Cowdry, 
of New York, and granddaughter of Colonel 
Thomas De Kay. She died at the age of eighty. 
Children: Frances A., wife of William M. Wi- 
nans, of London, England; Sarah A. and Emma C., 
died in infancy; Sarah A., wife of Hon. B. H. 
Trusdell; William T., died in youth; Henry B., of 
further mention; Christina; Willie C., who died 
in youth; and Julia M. 

Henry B. De Kay, son of Major Thomas B. 
and Sarah E. (Cowdry) De Kay, was born in 
Vernon Township, September 23, 1840, and resides 
today on the homestead there. He was educated 
in the Warwick Institute and the Bloomfield 
Grammar School. Like his forebears, he has fol- 
lowed agricultural pursuits throughout his active 
years and taken a leading part in community 
advancement. For many years he was a director 
of the Warwick Valley Railroad. In like manner 
he was an officer of the Episcopal church and a 
liberal contributor to it and other local enterprises. 
A representative citizen, he voted for Abraham 
Lincoln for President, and was a member of the 
tax board and board of elections, and tax com- 
missioner. He joined Lodge No. 544, Free and 
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Accepted Masons. of Warwick, in 1874, and is 
the oldest living member of his lodge today. 

Henry B. De Kay married, December 24, 1862, 
Harriet E. Sly, daughter of Hammond and Sarah 
Ann (Wisner) Sly, at Elmira, New York. She 
was the granddaughter of Jeffry Wisner, a prom- 
inent and influential man of Warwick, and great- 
granddaughter of Lebbeus Hammond, who was 
taken prisoner at the massacre of Wyoming but 
escaped from the Indians, whose friendship he had 
won. Mrs. De Kay died December 22, 1904, and 
is interred in Warwick. To Henry B. De Kay 
and his wife were born: 1. Geraldine, July 24, 
1864, died February 13, 1926. 2. Thomas W., born 
November 20, 1865, who has become important in 
Republican activities in Sussex County, is an 
architect by profession, and has served as justice 
of the peace for ten years; he resides with his 
father. His fraternal relations are with Warwick 
Lodge, No. 544, Free and Accepted Masons, and 
Greenwood Forest, No. 81, Tall Cedars of 
Lebanon; he married Mary Etta Litchfield, daugh- 
ter of the Rev: D. C. and Mary E. (White) 
Litchfield. 3. Julia Frances, born January 14, 
1867, wife of De Kay Winans. De Kay Winans 
is a widely known business specialist, senior mem- 
ber of the firm of Keller, Winans, and Zeller, 
certified public accountants with offices at No. 
175 Fifth Avenue, New York City. He resides 
in Warwick, a town with which the family history 
has long been interwoven. 





JOHN OLENDORF—He who brought the 
name of Olendorf to America was named Daniel. 
Accompanied by his wife, who before her marriage 
was Catharine Hilton or Hawver, Daniel Olendorf, 
a native of Germany, arrived on the shores of this 
country in 1776, in those momentous times when 
our forebears were battling grimly against tre- 
mendous odds, for the right to establish their own 
nation, unhampered by the whims and dictates of 
royal sovereigns. Daniel Olendorf, like his fellow- 
countryman, the illustrious Baron von Steuben, was 
every inch a soldier and patriot, and despite the 
fact that, theoretically, he owed allegiance to no 
nation on earth, this immigrant promptly demanded 
the privilege of battling for the rights of a people 
whose ideals and proposed objectives were entirely 
at odds with the customary procedure of the 
fatherland of his birth and rearing; it is no doubt 
superfluous to state that, as a soldier in the War of 
the Revolution Daniel Olendorf rendered military 
services which would have merited the enthusias- 
tic commendation of a superior officer of his regi- 
ment in his native country on the Rhine. 
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Arnold Olendorf, son of Daniel, married Dorcas 
Low. John, son of Arnold and Dorcas (Low) 
Olendorf, married Anna N. Loomis, the latter be- 
ing a member of a family that rightfully com- 
mands an important position in the making of 
American history. To John and Anna N. (Loomis) 
Olendorf was born, among other children, a son 
John (2), who later became one of the foremost 
legal practitioners of his day and generation in 
New Jersey, the State of his adoption. 

John (2) Olendorf, son of John and Anna N. 
(Loomis) Olendorf, was born on June 14, 1848, in 
the city of Albany, New York. His parents hav- 
ing become residents of Jersey City, New Jersey, 
while their son was a small child, he who was de- 
creed to occupy a lofty place in the legal annals of 
the State became a student in the public schools of 
Jersey City, but subsequently was educated under 
the preceptors of a private school in New York 
City, at Mcunt Washington Collegiate Institute, 
and at Yale College, graduating from the latter in- 
stitution in the class of 1869 with honors. For the 
period of one year subsequent to his matricula- 
tion at Yale, Mr. Olendorf determined to ac- 
quire the most comprehensive education possible, 
journeyed to the land of his forefathers and com- 
pleted his studies in the University of Berlin. 
Returning to Jersey City, he applied for authority 
to practice before the courts of that city and State, 
and became a member of the bar in 1876, immedi- 
ately engaging in the practice of his profession. 
Cornelius Burnham Harvey, noted editor and stu- 
dent of genealogy and biography, in commenting on 
the career of Mr. Olendorf, is quoted as follows: 


Mr. Olendorf brought to the bar a great force 
of character, broad intellectual qualities, and all 
the attributes which make a successful lawyer. 
That he used these gifts with honor to himself 
and credit to his profession is evident from the 
standing which he holds among his fellow lawyers. 
He is regarded as an able advocate and counselor, 
and in the field of real estate law, especially, has 
no superiors and few equals. His long connection 
with real estate matters and titles has won for 
him a high reputation as an expert... . 


The eminence of Mr. Olendorf in real estate law, 
which is stressed by Harvey in the foregoing para- 
graph was most beneficial to the New Jersey Title 
Guarantee & Trust Company of Jersey City, with 
which Mr. Olendorf was connected for many years, 
and was from 1888 until a brief period prior to his 
death July 9, 1900, actively engaged as title officer 
of the corporation, which is one of the most suc- 
cessful of its kind in the United States. 

Mr. Olendorf maintained his residence at Bound 
Brook, a community not far distant from Jersey 
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City, and was there a prominent factor in public 
affairs. He was for a number of years president 
of the Bound Brook Board of Education; a prime 
mover in the establishment of the Somerset (New 
Jersey) Hospital, and active in its direction until 
his death in 1909; a popular. fraternal brother of 
the local lodge of Free and Accepted Masons; a 
member of Phi Beta Kappa Fraternity; New 
Jersey Historical Society; New Jersey Society 
Sons of the American Revolution; the Hudson 
County Bar Association, and the Yale Club of 
New York. On October 17, 1878, John Olendorf 
was united in marriage to Elizabeth Herbert, 
daughter of Jacob Van Wickle and Eliza Jane 
(Smock) Herbert. 

Jacob Van Wickle Herbert, husband of Eliza 
Jane (Smock) Herbert, and father of Elizabeth 
(Herbert) Olendorf, of Freehold, New Jersey, 
was the owner of the farm on which was fought 
the historic battle of Monmouth, and was, during 
the Civil War, paymaster with the rank of major 
in the Union Army. He was a son of Obadiah, 
grandson of Obadiah, and descendant of Francis 
Herbert, the American founder of the family. 

Elizabeth (Herbert) Olendorf, wife of John, 
was the organizer of Camp Middlebrook Chapter 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution at 
Bound Brook, New Jersey, and was an active and 
interested member of that patriotic organization up 
to the time of her death on October 19, 1925. She 
was likewise one of the organizers of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary of the Somerset Hospital Board, in the 
founding of which institution her husband was 
also exceedingly active, and held membership in 
the Colonial Dames and the Revolutionary Me- 
morial Society. 

In the veins of Helen Herbert Olendorf, an only 
child, flows the blood of the flower of German and 
English-American ancestry. Her lineage includes, 
of course, the Herberts, the Morgans, Van Wickles, 
Warnes, and many other old New Jersey families, 
principally of Monmouth County; numerous other 
historically prominent New England families are 
numbered among her forebears, including the Cary 
and Loomis line, and she is a direct descendant of 
John and Priscilla Alden. 

Miss Olendorf is an accomplished pianist, and is 
very prominent in musical circles in Bound Brook, 
having taught the piano for a number of years. 
She has always taken an interested and active 
interest in the churches, clubs and the musical life 
of her community. 

Helen Herbert Olendorf is affiliated with the So- 
ciety of Mayflower Descendants, the Daughters of 
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the American Revolution, the Society of the Alden 
Kindred of New York City and Vicinity, the 
Women’s Republican Club of New Jersey, and nu- 
merous other clubs and organizations. She takes 
a deep interest in the Congregational Church of 
Bound Brook, of which her father served for so 
many years as a trustee and treasurer. 


JAMES J. BLACK—Among those who have 
served well their day and generation and have 
passed on to the life beyond is the late James 
J. Black, who was engaged in general farming 
in Montague Township and in Sandyston Town- 
ship to the time of his death, which occurred 
in 1924. Mr. Black was active in the Grange and 
in local public affairs. 

James J. Black was born in New York State 
in 1867, and died at Hainesville, Sandyston Town- 
ship, Sussex County, New Jersey, November 23, 
1924. He received his education in the public 
schools of his native district, and remained on the 
home farm until he was twenty-one years of age, 
when he came to Sussex County, New Jersey, 
and located in Montague Township, where he was 
engaged in farming for a time. Later he removed 
to Hainesville, Sandyston Township, and settled 
on the old Jesse Bell homestead. That was in 
1900, and during the remainder of his life he was 
successfully engaged in operating that big 113-acre 
farm. He was known as a skilled agriculturist and 
a public-spirited. citizen who was always ready to 
serve the community in which he lived. He was 
a member of the Delaware Valley Grange, which 
he served as master for two years. He was also a 
member of the school board for many years, serv- 
ing as president of the board for several years, and 
township clerk for six years. During the twenty- 
four years of his residence in Hainesville he made 
many friends, and his death at the comparatively 
early age of fifty-seven caused deep regret among 
a host of his associates and friends, who held him 
in high esteem. He is buried in the Shaytown 
Cemetery. 

James J. Black was married, in 1892, to Josie 
Major, daughter of Samuel D. and Lydia A. 
(Bell) Major. Mr. and Mrs. Black became the 
parents of one son, James M. Black, who was born 
July 31, 1806. He attended the local public 
schools and then became a student in the Newton 
High School, from which he was graduated with 
the class of 1915. For two terms he was engaged 
in teaching in the Branchville School, in Sandy- 
ston Township, but he is now (1927) operating the 
home farm for his mother. He married Elizabeth 
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Roosa, and they are the parents of one son, James 
Lawrence Black. James M. Black is a member of 
Kittatinny Lodge, No. 164, Free and Accepted 
Masons, of Branchville, and of the Tall Cedars of 
Lebanon. 

The Major family to which Mrs. James J. 
Black belongs traces descent from Edward Major, 
who was born in Easton, Pennsylvania, October 
26, 1769, and died there October 23, 1829. He 
married, April 3, 1791, Catherine Chambers, who 
was born October 30, 1774, and died July 16, 1852. 
They were the parents of children: Elizabeth, 
born January 21, 1793, died 1852; Annie, born July 
19, 1795; William, born April 14, 1796, died 1867; 
Thomas, born September 23, 1798, died 1803; 
James C., born July 10, 1799, died 1866; Edward 
B., born June 13, 1802, died 1836; Sally Ann, born 
January 25, 1804; Anthony, born February 23, 
1806; Catherine, born June 8, 1809; Aaron P., 
born February 18, 1810, died 1884; Thomas Ira, 
born December 28, 1813; Geratis, of whom further ; 
Alrander V., born May 23, 1818, died 1840. Of 
these the line descends through Geratis, who was 
born August 21, 1815, and who died April 8, 1894, 
and was buried at Layton, Sussex County, New 
Jersey. He remained in his birthplace, Easton, 
Pennsylvania, for some time, and helped in the 
building of the first wooden bridge over the Dela- 
ware, at Dingman’s Ferry. Later he removed to 
Sussex County, New Jersey, where he married. 
He was a cooper by trade, and during the remain- 
der of his life followed this trade near Hainesville, 
in Sandyston Township. He married Mary Van 
Etten, daughter of John and Catherine (Ennis) 
Van Etten, and they had eleven children: John, 
Milsene, Helen, Phebe, Mary, Samuel, of further 
mention; Eugene, Floyd, who lives in Layton; 
Charles, who lives in Layton; Minna; and Alex- 
ander, who died young. 

Samuel Major, son of Geratis and Mary (Van 
Etten) Major, was born on the homestead in 
Sandyston Township, Sussex County, New Jersey. 
March 10, 1851, he attended the local public 
schools and then engaged in farming in Sandyston 
Township, where he was actively and successfully 
engaged until 1906, since which time he has been 
living with his daughter, Mrs. James J. Black. 
He married Lydia A. Bell, daughter of Abraham 
and Lydia A. (Carmer) Bell, and they became the 
parents of two children: 1. Jennie M., widow of 
Benjamin Hursh, who resides in Macoun, Canada. 
2. Josie, widow of James J. Black. Mrs. Black 
resides in Hainesville, Sussex County, New Jersey. 
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DANIEL MULFORD SHIPMAN—Among 
the well known business men of Whippany, New 
Jersey, is Daniel Mulford Shipman, manufacturer 
of foot supports, who has been engaged in that 
field of activity during the greater part of his 
active career. Mr. Shipman is a native of Whip- 
pany, and is a member of the Masonic order. 

Daniel Mulford Shipman was born in Whip- 
pany, New Jersey, July 22, 1865, son of Walter H. 
and Caroline (Kitchell) Shipman. His father, 
Walter H. Shipman, was born in Whippany in 
1832, as was his grandfather, Jacob Shipman, of 
English descent. His mother was born in Han- 
over, New Jersey, as was her father, Jason 
Kitchell. 

Daniel Mulford Shipman received his early edu- 
cation in the public schools of Whippany and then 
further prepared for an active business career by 
taking a course in Coleman’s Business College, in 
Newark, New Jersey. Upon the completion of 
his commercial training- he was variously engaged 
and then became interested in the manufacture of 
arch supports and other foot comforts, in which 
line he has continued to the present time. The 
goods are shipped to all parts of the world. Mr. 
Shipman is one of the well-established business 
men of this section of the State, and he is also one 
of the well known citizens of this section of the 
county. 

Mr. Shipman is interested in local public affairs 
in town and county, and gives his support to the 
principles and the candidates of the Republican 
party. Fraternally, he is identified with Caldwell 
Lodge, No. 50, Free and Accepted Masons, of 
Caldwell, New Jersey, and his religious affiliation 
is with the Hanover Presbyterian Church, which 
he has served as a member of the board of elders 
for twelve years. He is one of the county leaders 
in the county Y. M. C. A. He is the leader of 
three groups of boys and is on the committee that 
has charge of the Y. M. C. A. boys groups in 
Morris County—Morris County purchased a camp 
site of 208 acres at Mt. Olive, New Jersey, near 
Budd Lake, of which this committee has charge. 

D. Mulford Shipman was married, at Whippany, 
New Jersey, April 25, 1888, to Jennie E. Hopping, 
daughter of Samuel M. and Susan E. (Fish) 
Hopping. Mr. and Mrs. Shipman have no chil- 
dren. 


SANFORD WAKEMAN TUNISON—His 
popularity and efficiency in the office of sheriff of 
Somerset County are due in a large measure to 
Sheriff Sanford W. Tunison’s practical business 
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and mercantile training, by means of which he has 
been brought into direct contact with the varied 
county interests, and proven his adaptability for 
office as an alert executive and a business man of 
many talents. He was born in Bedminster Town- 
ship July 9, 1861, son of Voorhees and Elizabeth 
(Van Fleet) Tunison, and was educated in the 
public schools and reared in farm life. After his 
marriage he entered the Vanderveer Grist Mills, 
and for thirteen years he was connected with the 
milling business, when he conducted mercantile ac- 
tivities in Bernardsville, so continuing until 1924. 
He then sold out his interests, although he con- 
tinues to have his place of residence in Bernards- 
ville. As under sheriff to Sheriff Joseph Hanlon, 
Mr. Tunison came to Somerville in 1924, and at 
the fall election of 1925 he was elected to the office 
‘of sheriff. He has also served as treasurer of Ber- 
nards Township, and is a member of the board of 
directors of the Bernardsville Building and Loan 
Association. 

Fraternally, Sheriff Tunison is affiliated with 
Congdon Lodge, No. 201, Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons, of which he is a Past Master, his entrance 
‘into Masonry having been in Cincinnati Lodge, No. 
3; and he is a member of Seney Lodge, No. 263, 
‘Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Mountain 
Ridge Council, Royal Arcanum, of which he is a 
Past Regent; Modern Woodmen of America, in 
which he has held all offices; Junior Order United 
American Mechanics; Somerville Lodge, No. 1068, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He isa 
member of the board of trustees of the Basking 
Ridge Presbyterian Church. 

Sanford W. Tunison married, January, 1882, 
Louise Powelson. Their children: Edward V., 
married Fay Wolff; Eleanor, married Robert W. 
Romaine, of East Orange; Daniel Voorhees, ac- 
countant in Philadelphia, married Irene Ling; 
Mabel, married Frank Van Orden, of Bernardsville. 


LEWIS SMITH ILIFF—Associated in many 
vital matters with recent years’ history of the mer- 
cantile and civic life of Newton, Lewis Smith Iliff 
was long concerned with the town, county and 
State progress in political matters, and as an or- 
ganizer of industry he was instrumental in secur- 
ing for Newton its excellent rating as an enter- 
prising business community. He was one of the 
foremost coal and lumber men in this part of the 
State, and his dealings with all the institutions and 
organizations with which he was associated were 
those of the broad basis of a loyal and patriotic 
citizenship. 

There is an old English family which originated 
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in the time of the Normans, and its primal name 
was Olaf. This was gradually changed to Ilof, 
Iloffe and Iliffe. The first Iliff of which there is 
any record in America departed this life in 1778. 
He left four boys, two of whom returned to Eng- 
land, and two remained in America. It is from 
them that all Iliffs now living in this country are 
supposed to be descended. The Iliffs furnished 
fifty-two soldiers to the Union Army, and some of 
them suffered in Libby and other prisons. It is 
estimated that ninety-seven percent of the family 
are Methodists, and from the time that energetic 
Christian body was organized in this country, the 
Iliffs have furnished men for its ministry, there 
being now half a dozen of the family so engaged 
in different parts of the country. 

Mr. Iliff was a descendant of an old and prom- 
inent family of Sussex and Warren counties. 
Richard Iliff came from England prior to the Rev- 
olutionary War, and settled near Kingwood, in 
Hunterdon County. His wife was of Welsh par- 
entage, and they had a son, John Iliff, who mar- 
ried a Miss Williams and settled at Tinicum, 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, where he had about 
400 acres of land. He died in 1800. His children: 
Rev. Benjamin Iliff, a clergyman of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church; John and Samuel, both of 
whom later settled near Zanesville, Ohio; James, 
of further mention; Rev. Joseph, also a clergy- 
man of the Methodist Episcopal Church; Mercy, 
married John Purcell; Lydia, married Abel White; 
Margaret, married Thomas Upjohn; Sarah, mar- 
ried Solomon Hlousward. 

James Iliff, of whom Lewis S. Iliff was in direct 
line, was born February 22, 1786, in Tinicum, and 
died December 10, 1840, on his homestead near 
Newton. He resided in Pennsylvania on a farm 
that was left him by his father, until April 4, 1814, 
when he removed to that part of Newton Town- 
ship that is now Andover, purchasing the old 
Andover tract of 200 acres. He first erected a 
log house in the wilderness, and clearing and cul- 
tivating the land, made it valuable, afterwards 
building a fine stone house thereon. He was one 
of the founders and organizers of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church at Newton, and his house was 
the meeting place of worship of the Methodists for 
many years. Holding important office in his town- 
ship, in 1840 he was one of the Presidential elec- 
tors to the convention that placed William Henry 
Harrison in nomination for the Presidency of the 
United States, during the log cabin and hard cider 
period. He married, February 14, 1807, Elizabeth 
Moore, who was born November 4, 1786, and died 
March 3, 1858. 
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Robert Iliff, son of James and_ Elizabeth 
(Moore) Iliff, was born in Pennsylvania and 
died December 6, 1876; he settled in Illinois 
in 1831. He had a son Richard, who was the great- 
grandfather of Lewis S. James Iliff, son of Rich- 
ard Iliff, was the grandfather of Lewis S. Iliff. 
James Iliff, son of James Iliff, was the father of 
Lewis S. Iliff, and a farmer in Sussex and War- 
ren counties. He died near Hope, in Warren 
County. He was married three times, (first) 
to a Mrs. Van Gelder; (second) to Laura Ayers; 
(third) to Charlotte Struble. By the first mar- 
riage there were two daughters; by the second 
marriage eight children, among them Lewis Smith, 
of further mention. 

Lewis Smith Iliff, son of James and Laura 
(Ayers) Iliff, was born December 8, 1855, in 
Andover Township, Sussex County, and died at 
his residence in Newton January 23, 1919. He at- 
tended the public schools of Hope, and when he 
was twenty years old he returned to Sussex County 
and engaged in farming in Sparta Township. In 
1889 he entered into partnership with Nathan H. 
Hart, purchasing the coal and lumber business of 
I. L. Hallock, near the Lackawanna depot at New- 
ton. The following year this firm purchased the 
coal and lumber business of Peter S. Decker, and 
the two plants were consolidated. In all public 
affairs Mr. Iliff was prominent, and he took an 
active part in establishing the various industries 
of the town, where he was a member of the Board 
of Trade, the Newton Club, and other social or- 
ganizations. 

In his political views Mr. Iliff was a Democrat, 
and he was a member of the New Jersey State 
Assembly in 1902, 1903 and 1904; and he was ap- 
pointed county collector in 1912, to succeed Wil- 
liam E. Ross, receiving reappointment in 1913 and 
1914. Fraternally, Mr. Iliff was affiliated with 
Harmony Lodge, No. 8, Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons; Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch 
Masons; DeMolay Commandery, No. 6, Knights 
Templar, of Washington, and Salaam Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; 
Newton Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
and Newton Lodge, Knights of Pythias. He 
was president of the board of trustees of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church, and took an active part in 
the Sunday school work of that church. 

Lewis S. Iliff married, July 3, 1878, Lucy E. 
Cox, daughter of Charles C. and Margaret 
(Struble) Cox, both of whom are now deceased. 
Their children: 1. Floy, who married Michael B. 
MacNulty, residing in Sussex County, and they 
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have three children, Lewis Iliff, Lucy C., and Mar- 
garet A. 2. Charles Cox, a biography of whom 
follows. 


CHARLES COX ILIFF, prominent and en- 
ergetic young business man of Newton, New Jer- 
sey, is a member of a family that for a number of 
generations has taken an active part in the affairs 
of that municipality and the county of Sussex; in 
fact, it may be stated without fear of contradiction 
that the community, which justly boasts of numer- 
ous manufacturing plants, shoes, silks and many 
other commodities, owes, in a great measure, its 
present prosperity to members of this family, who 
have concentrated their efforts in its behalf. 

The Iliff family has been identified with Sussex 
and Warren counties since prior to the War of the 
Revolution. The early generations of the line were 
engaged principally in farming, and included sev- 
eral members who were clergymen of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, at least one of whom was 
an influential political leader. Later generations 
turned their talents into business and industrial 
channels, and among these was Lewis Smith Iliff, 
(see preceding biography) father of Charles Cox 
Iliff, the well-known Newton merchant hitherto 
referred to. 

Charles Cox Iliff was born on May 25, 1894, son 
of Lewis S. and Lucy E. (Cox) Iliff, in the town 
of Newton, his father having been the proprietor 
of large coal and lumber interests in the vicinity, 
a constructive civic leader, and withal ever will- 
ing to aid any project that would tend to the bet- 
terment of his native town and county. Lewis S. 
Iliff died on January 23, 1919, mourned by his fel- 
low citizens and all who knew him. 

Charles Cox Iliff obtained his preparatory edu- 
cation at Blair Hall, and subsequently matricu- 
lated at Cornell University, with the class of 1916 
in the College of Mechanical Engineering, which 
profession he had long previously chosen as his 
life’s career. His technical education completed, 
the young man accepted a position with the Reo 
Motor Company, with which concern he remained 
for a period of four months, and then decided to 
return to Newton, which he did, and was invited 
by his father to participate in the business affairs 
of the latter, the company being styled The L. S. 
Iliff Company. When the firms of The L. S. Iliff 
Company and The Hart & Iliff Company entered 
into a consolidation under the name of the Hart & 
Iliff Companies, Charles Cox Iliff was elected to 
the presidency of the merged organization, of 
which the other executive officers elected were: H. 
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N. Crane, vice-president; Fred C. Smith, vice- 
president; A. D. Cornell, vice-president, and J. R. 
Cornell, secretary and treasurer. This corporation, 
one of the largest of its kind in Northwestern New 
Jersey, are widely known dealers in such products 
as lumber, coal, grain and feed, and all varieties of 
building materials. 

Charles Cox Iliff is a recognized factor in busi- 
ness and social organizations of Newton, included 
among his clubs and other affiliations being the 
Rotary Club of Newton; Harmony Lodge, No. 8, 
Free and Accepted Masons; the Tall Cedars of 
Lebanon, all of Newton; and also Newton Lodge, 
No. 1512, Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks. Like the members of his family before 
him, Mr. Iliff is deeply interested in the welfare of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is ‘a member 
of the board of officers of that denomination at 
Newton. In political thought Mr. Iliff declines to 
confine his favor to any one party, preferring to 
vote independently for the man or men whom he 
deems best suited for the office involved. 

Charles Cox Iliff married, in 1915, Jane M. Olm- 
stead, who is the daughter of F. C. Olmstead, of 
Danbury, Connecticut, and to this marriage has 
been born a son, Charles Cox, Jr., the date of 
whose birth was May 22, 1923. 


STEPHEN M. CASE—One of the best known 
and most energetic citizens of Northwestern New 
Jersey, especially in Sussex County, Stephen M. 
Case, former school principal and at present nom- 
inee as Democratic candidate for membership in 
the Assembly, has probably come in contact with 
more of his neighbors personally, and the popula- 
tion of the county, than any other resident of 
Lafayette. From early youth he has enjoyed a 
highly intellectual and a successful business life, 
and has been constructive in each service he has 
undertaken to handle. His unquestioned reputa- 
tion, his delightful personality, and his well ordered 
and cultured mind, have brought to him many 
broad friendships, a wide acquaintance and the 
confidence and esteem of his community and 
county. 

Born in Sussex County, near Lafayette, April 1, 
1884, he is the son of William R. and Mary C. 
(Munson) Case, and their only child. His grand- 
father, on his paternal side, was W. S. Case, who 
was a painter in his young life, and later became 
engaged in farming in Lafayette Township, where 
he purchased two farms. He also was the owner 
of a farm in Hardyston Township in Sussex 
County. His wife was Anna Young, of Lafayette 
Township. Here they died, and are buried in the 
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Frankford Plains Cemetery. His grandparents had 
nine children: 1. Dorcas. 2. Jacob. 3. Robert. 4. 
Edward. 5. Alexander. 6. Anna. 7. Franklin. 8. 
Sarah. 9. William R., who became the father of 
Stephen M. Case. His father was born in Lafay- 
ette Township April 7, 1848, at the old homestead, 
and followed his father’s career as a farmer, and 
was greatly respected in the community. He died 
in July, 1917, and his wife died in December, 1924. 
They are buried in the family plot in the Frank- 
ford Plains Cemetery with his people. 

- Stephen M. Case spent his boyhood on the farm 
and attended the district schools graduating from 
the Newton High School in the year 1901. He had 
early decided upon the teaching profession as his 
vocation, and made his preparations accordingly. 
He entered the Trenton Normal School and took 
the regular course with a special course in man- 
ual training, and while at Trenton was the presi- 
dent of his class. He was also an active member 
in the Normal Dramatic Club, and a successful 
debater, belonging to the Normal Debating Society. 
His interests and activities extended to athletics 
and editorial work, and he became assistant busi- 
ness manager of the school paper “The Signal’; 
athletic reporter for the “Trenton Sunday Call,” 
and a member of the baseball team. He graduated 
in the year 1904 and began his activities as a 
teacher in the public schools of West Orange, 
where he remained during a period of five years. 
His work was varied and interesting; he had de- 
partmental work as well as manual training, and 
was also director of the school athletics. He 
taught in the West Orange Evening School, and 
later in the Newark evening schools and the sum- 
mer schools; he was also director of the Eight- 
eenth Avenue playground in Newark. He com- 
pleted his studies with some special work at the 
New York University. Mr. Case was elected to 
the office of principal of the Branchville Public 
School in the year of 1909 and remained in that 
capacity for three years. He then resigned to ac- 
cept the opportunity of being principal at the 
Franklin School, where he continued in the work 
for seven years. During his first year at Franklin 
he was sent to Gary, Indiana, with a member of 


‘the Board of Education, to inspect and to report 


upon the industrial and vocational schools there. 
Their report was so eminently satisfactory and the 
information so complete, that the Board of Educa- 
tion directed Mr. Case to begin a similar school in 
September, 1913, adapting the system to local con- 
ditions. Feeling the confinement of the teaching 
profession and its branches growing irksome, Mr. 
Case made a complete and radical change in his 
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work, and entered the Almanac Advertising Com- 
pany in the city of New York as a salesman, and 
enjoyed that position for three years, covering the 
State of New York and also the State of New 
Jersey; doing special work in Michigan, Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee, North and South Carolina, Ar- 
kansas and Pennsylvania. Since that time he has 
been with the Fort Wayne (Indiana) Printing 
Company, as salesman for the States of New York 
and New Jersey. He is also a licensed real estate 
broker of New Jersey, and has combined an artistic 
and business venture at Ross Corners in the way 
of a tea room with a side line of antiques. This 
is considered one of the modern places in Sussex 
County, and is attracting both the motor and native 
trade and patronage. Mr. Case is president of the 
Sussex County Fair Association and of the Sussex 
Real Estate Board for 1926 and 1927. He is a 
charter member of the Newton Lodge, No. 1512, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and was 
the third member in the lodge. He is affiliated 
with the Union Lodge, No. 11, Free and Accepted 
Masons, of Orange, New Jersey; the Baldwin 
Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons; the Con- 
sistory in the Valley of Jersey City; thirty-second 
degree Mason and a member of Salaam Temple of 
Newark, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine; and a member of the Tall Cedars 
of Lebanon. In October, 1926, Mr. Case became 
a candidate on the Democratic ticket for mem- 
ber of Assembly to succeed Assemblyman George 
R. Vaughan. He was defeated by sixteen votes. 
He was a candidate again in 1927. Among his 
many qualifications for the place, several of especial 
significance includes his thorough knowledge and 
excellent judgment in reference to the rather intri- 
cate problems that absorb the agricultural life in 
Sussex County, and his sponsorship for the im- 
‘provement of rural roads at the expense of the 
State, as far as State may be willing or able to 
go. He was persuaded by both personal and polit- 
ical friends to enter the political field, where his 
abilities could be so constructively used to serve 
his community. He is a clean fighter, absolutely 
without the sting of antagonistic characteristics ; his 
political opponents are not mere sounding boards for 
personal animosities; and his method of speaking 
of them as capable men and desirable citizens, is 
unique and far reaching, adding directly to his 
own popularity. 

Stephen M. Case married, April 3, 1906, Irene 
Roe, a daughter of George and Margaret E. (Dal- 
rymple) Roe. One child, a daughter, has been 
born to them, Frances Elizabeth, a graduate of the 
Newton High School in the class of 1924, and of 
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‘the Newark Normal School in 1926. She is now 


teaching in Newark. The family attend the Pres- 
byterian Church. 


JAMES ROOF—Among the substantial resi- 
dents and business men of the town of Newton 
none will be more clearly recalled to mind by the 
people of his generation now living than James 
Roof, who, as a member of the old firm of Roof 
& Roof, and then of Roof & Snyder, was a part- 
ner in the largest retail shoe store in the town. 
As a member of the latter firm he conducted a 
well-known livery stable in Newton for many 
years. He came of old, vigorous stock such as 
peopled this and other sections of the State with 
a hardy, progressive and loyal race, whose de- 
scendants have proved worthy of their forebears. 
He was not only a leading business man, but also 
an earnest supporter of religious causes, prom- 
inent in town affairs and a former member of the 
Board of Freeholders. By marriage to a daughter 
of that family he was a relative of the late Daniel 
Griggs, (see following biography) and the latter’s 
son, John William Griggs, (see a following biog- 
raphy) who attained distinction as Republican Gov- 
ernor of New Jersey and as attorney-general of 
the United States in President McKinley’s admin- 
istration. 

James Roof was born in Hampton Township, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, February 9, 1853, and 
died at his home in Newton, July 23, 1914, son of 
Christopher and Mary (Northrup) Roof, and 
grandson of Michael Roof. The common ancestor 
of this Roof family in Sussex County was Michael 
Roof, who settled in what is now Hampton Town- 
ship about the year 1756. He died at an advanced 
age, leaving two sons, Michael and Christopher, the 
latter taking the homestead farm. Michael Roof 
also owned a farm in Hampton and died there. 
He had a son Christopher Roof, who married and 
was the father of eight children: 1. Anna, mar- 
2. John N., living in 
Claremont, California, the only survivor of this 
family, married Mary Stoddard. 3. Emily H., died 
unmarried. 4. Peter M., married Hannah Oliver. 
5. Mary, died unmarried. 6. Jacob. 7. Kate, now 
deceased, married Raymond Snyder, of Newton. 
8. James, of whom further. 

James Roof was reared on the fine homestead 
farm of his father, one of the best cultivated tracts 
in Hampton Township. He attended the Laurel 
Grove district school and Newton Collegiate In- 
stitute. He became an expert penman, and often 
was called upon to make public service of his skill. 
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He was a most dutiful son and remained upon his 
father’s farm until he attained the age of thirty 
years. 

In 1883 Mr. Roof in association with his 
brother, John N., who now lives in Claremont, 
California, formed the firm of Roof Brothers, who 
established the well-known and successful shoe 
business, long conceded to be the largest and one 
of the most popular mercantile places in the town. 
Following the retirement of John N. Roof from 
the business the store was conducted for a number 
of years by his brother James, who later formed 
a co-partnership with Fred R. Snyder, of Lafay- 
ette Township, the style becoming Roof & Snyder. 
This firm purchased the Marshall R. Greer livery 
stable business, in which Mr. Roof had complete 
charge, while Mr. Snyder managed the shoe store. 
The two businesses continued for many years to 
enjoy prosperity and popularity. 

Mr. Roof had numerous activities outside his 
business relations. He was a charter member of 
the Newton Board of Trade; a charter member of 
Newton Lodge, No. 41, Knights of Pythias; a 
charter member of Ivy Lodge, No. 221, Indepen- 
dent Order of Odd Fellows; a member of Steamer 
Company No. 1; a member of the Pythian Sisters; 
an official of the Woodlawn Driving Park Associ- 
ation; a member of the local council of the Royal 
Arcanum, and a charter member of the Newton 
Club. He attended the First Presbyterian Church 
of Newton, to which he contributed generously. 
In politics he was a Democrat, and often was 
called upon to fill offices in the public service. He 
had served as a member of the Board of Free- 
holders, and at one time was a candidate for the 
office of county collector. 

James Roof married, October 20, 1886, Lillian 
Eliza Griggs, daughter of Henry Johnson and 
Harriet Elizabeth (Crabtree) Griggs, her father 
a representative citizen of Hampton Township. 
Children: 1. James Russell, graduated from Cor- 
nell University, 1914; served in the World War in 
the 78th Division, and was in France for one year. 
He operates a modern automobile garage in Newton. 
He married Margaret Decker, daughter of Elmer 
and Lester (Fuller) Decker, and has a daughter, 
Margaret Celeste. 2. Helen Griggs, graduated 
from Newton High School and Wellesley Col- 
lege. She taught public school for four terms, and 
now is assistant secretary of the Sussex County 
Mutual Insurance Company at Newton. Mrs. 
Roof is a highly esteemed resident of Newton, 
having her home at No. 14 Halsted Street. 

Mr. Roof was a foremost spirit in all his vari- 
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ous activities and alliances. Strength in numbers 
and finaficial progress marked his association with 
fraternal, business and social bodies to which he 
was a most generous contributor. He left his 
community the better for his having lived and 
labored there. 


DANIEL GRIGGS—Honors sat lightly upon 
the shoulders of the late Daniel Griggs, of New- 
ton, a most estimable member of the Presbyterian 
Church of New Jersey, but they were honors the 
like of which many normally minded men might 
seek. He had the honor of being an elder in his 
religious fellowship, the honor of organizing the 
first Sunday school in this State, and the honor of 
having been the father of John William Griggs, 
former Governor of New Jersey and former attor- 
ney-general of the United States as a member of 
President McKinley’s cabinet. 

Most of the persons in the United States bear- 
ing the surname Griggs trace their lineage to 
Thomas Griggs, who came from England with 
his wife, two sons and a daughter, and was re- 
corded as a land owner as early as 1639 in the 
town of Roxbury, Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
The Griggs family in New Jersey was established 
by four brothers, Benjamin, Daniel, Samuel and 
Thomas Griggs. Benjamin and his brothers 
founded the town of Griggstown on the Millstone 
River as early as 1733. ‘Their descendants have 
been prolific and are well represented throughout 
the West. 

(I) John Griggs, father of Benjamin Griggs 
and the latter’s three brothers, who were the progen- 
itors of the family in New Jersey, was a land 
owner in Gravesend, Long Island, as early as 1672. 
He and his wife Elizabeth had six children, of 
whom was Daniel. 

(II) Daniel Griggs, son of John (1) Griggs, 
born in Gravesend, New York, about 1680-85 
settled in Flemington, New Jersey, where he owned 
a plantation, the town in his day being known as 
Amwell. He and his wife Jackominad were the 
parents of seven children, of whom was Samuel. 

(III) Samuel Griggs, son of Daniel and Jacko- 
minad Griggs, was born in New Jersey about 1740 
and lived at Amwell, where he was a farmer. 
He died in 1812. To him and his wife Catherine 
were born four children, of whom was Samuel (2). 

(IV) Samuel (2) Griggs, son of Samuel (1) 
and Catherine Griggs, was born in Amwell, Hun- 
terdon County, New Jersey, about 1775. He was 
a farmer in Flemington. He married Sarah Ann 
Griggs, daughter of Benjamin Griggs, of Newton, 
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New Jersey. He was first a Federalist, then a 
Whig in politics, and in religion a Presbyterian. 
He was the father of eight children, of whom 
was Daniel Griggs, of whom further. 

(V) Daniel Griggs, son of Samuel (2) and Sarah 
Ann (Griggs) Griggs lived a long, upright and 
useful life, in the fear of God and as a staunch 
supporter of the State and the Constitution of his 
country. He was widely known for his religious 
activities, being especially devoted to the cause 
of spiritual instruction of the young. He was 
actually the father of the Sunday school in New 
Jersey, and will ever be remembered as the one 
who had the vision, initiative and capacity for 
starting the first of these adjuncts of the churches 
which ever since have been inseparably associated 
in religious effort. He owned a large tract of 
land, and became one of the most prominent far- 
mers of his day and section. His home place on 
Ridge Road, near Newton, was one of the best 
known in the vicinity. 

Daniel Griggs married (first) Elizabeth John- 
son, and of this marriage were born three chil- 
dren: Theodore, Rachel Ann, and Henry Johnson, 
of whom further. Mr. Griggs married (second) 
Emeline Johnson, sister of his first wife, and of 
this marriage were born three children: Charles, 
John William, see following biography; and Cap- 
tain George Daniel Griggs, who was killed in the 
Civil War at the age of twenty-four years. 

Henry Johnson Griggs, son of Daniel Griggs, as 
had been his father, was a large and successful 
farmer. He carried on the old and well-known 
Griggs homestead farm on Ridge Road until his 
death at the age of fifty-three years. He married 
Harriet Elizabeth Crabtree, who lived until the 
age of sixty-one. They were the parents of four 
children: Charles A., now deceased; George Dan- 
iel, died in infancy; Lillian Eliza, married James 
Roof, see preceding biography; and Harry Eu- 
gene, who lives in Netcong, New Jersey. 


JOHN WILLIAM GRIGGS—The first Re- 
publican to be elected Governor of New Jersey in 
the course of thirty years, and the second of that 
political faith since the Civil War to the time of 
his induction to occupy that office; attorney-gen- 
eral of the United States in President William 
McKinley’s cabinet ; and member of the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration at The Hague, are honors 
that have come to John William Griggs, interna- 
tionally known lawyer and distinguished son of 
New Jersey. Now well past his seventy-seventh 
year, he no longer takes legal cases, but devotes 
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all his time to his business interests, which are 
both important and exacting. 

John William Griggs, sixth in the line of de- 
scent from the New York (Gravesend) founder of 
the family, and father of the sons who established 
the surname in New Jersey (see ancestral line in 
the preceding sketch of his father Daniel Griggs), 
was born in Newton, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
July 10, 1849, the youngest son of Daniel and 
Emeline (Johnson) Griggs. He was graduated 
from Lafayette College in the class of 1868 and 
received the degree of Bachelor of Laws from 
Princeton University in 1868, and from Yale Uni- 
versity in 1900. Having elected the law as his 
profession he engaged in the study of it at the 
office of Hon. Robert Hamilton. In May, 1871, he 
was a student under the able preceptorship of 
Socrates Tuttle, and was admitted to the bar of 
the State of New Jersey at the November term of 
the Supreme Court, 1871. He was made a coun- 
sellor in 1874. 

Mr. Griggs early displayed an aptitude for prac- 
tical politics and he commanded an appreciable fol- 
lowing, which was augmented with the passing of 
the years. In 1876 and 1877 he was a represen- 
tative from Passaic County in the New Jersey 
General Assembly. He was appointed a member 
of the legislative committee charged with revis- 
ing and harmonizing legislation affected by the 
provisions of the amended State Constitution. In 
1878 he received the appointment of counsel to the 
Board of, Chosen Freeholders of Passaic County, 
and in 1879 he was appointed city counsel of Pat- 
erson, in which office he served for four years. 
His advance in political circles was rapid and as- 
sured. He was elected as a State Senator from 
Passaic County, serving two terms, 1882 to 1886, 
in the latter year acting as president of the Senate. 

The greatest honor within the gift of Mr. 
Griggs’ native State was conferred upon him in 
November, 1895, when he was elected Governor of 
New Jersey with a plurality of 27,000, following 
the expose of the new State House scandal. His 
victory was the more remarkable in that he was. 
the first Republican to be chosen for that office 
since 1865, and the second only of that party to be 
so honored since Marcus L. Ward, of Newark, 
who was Governor in the early sixties. Governor 
Griggs may be said to have been the cause of in- 
troducing in the State of New Jersey the long line 
of Republican chief magistrates who held the office 
for thirteen or more years. During his incum- 
bency of two years Governor Griggs made his ad- 
ministration notable for the dignity with which 
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he surrounded his high office and for his power of 
clear reasoning as exhibited in his State papers. 

It was while Mr. Griggs was rendering dis- 
tinguished service to the State as Governor that his 
qualifications were brought to the attention of 
President William McKinley, who offered him the 
cabinet post of United States Attorney-General. 
That he might assume this high office Mr. Griggs 
resigned the Governorship in January, 1808, and 
he remained a member of the McKinley cabinet 
until April 1, 1901, when he resigned to accept 
an appointment as a member of, The Hague Per- 
manent Court of Arbitration, serving in that posi- 
tion from 1901 to 1908. He then resumed the prac- 
tice of law and became identified with large finan- 
cial and industrial interests in New York, and Pat- 
erson. He is the senior member of the law firm of 
Griggs, Baldwin & Baldwin, New York City, and 
a director of the New York Telephone Company, 
the Bethlehem Steel Corporation and the Amer- 
ican Locomotive Company. He is a former pres- 
ident of the Marconi Wireless Telegraph Com- 
pany, of which he is now a director. He is an 
ardent fisherman and a devotee of the links and 
chess. He has been a member of the Union 
League Club of New York since 1888, and presi- 
dent of the Arcola Country Club since its organ- 
ization in 1900. 

John William Griggs married (first), October 7, 
1874, Carolyn Webster Brandt, of Belleville, New 
Jersey, daughter of William and Eliza (Leavitt) 
Brandt. She was born in 1852 and died January 
21, 1891. He married (second), April 15, 1893, 
Laura Elizabeth Price, of Cleveland, Ohio, daugh- 
ter of Warwick and Beulah R. (Farmer) Price, 
born October 10, 1861. Children by first mar- 
riage: 1. John Leavitt, born June Io, 1876; mar- 
ried, November 19, 1902, Ruth Hoxsey, born 
March 17, 1882, daughter of Thomas Franklin and 
Elizabeth (Paddock) Hoxsey; children: John W., 
Elizabeth, and Ruth Hoxsey. 2. Helen, born No- 
vember 22, 1877. 3. Leila, born November 21, 
1879; married, October 12, 1904, Oscar Clark Hun- 
toon, and has a daughter, Carolyn Grant. 4. Dan- 
iel, born November 21, 1880. 5. Constance, born 
November 23, 1882. Children by second marriage: 
6. Elizabeth, born May 31, 1804. 7. Janet, born 
June 20, 1896. 


WILLIAM McCOY ARMSTRONG~Promi- 
nent among the large landowners of Frankford 
Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, are Wil- 
liam M. Armstrong and his son, Fred J. Arm- 
strong, who farm their broad acres under an effi- 
cient system of intensive cultivation. The father 
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was long a prominent figure in the dairy farming 
industry. They are representatives of a family 
which has for five generations maintained a lead- 
ing place in that locality, always as large holders 
of farm lands. The ancestral history of the fam- 
ily will be found in the following sketch. 

William M. Armstrong, son of George N. and 
Susan (Crane) Armstrong, was born on the home- 
stead farm in Frankford ‘Township, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, December 7, 1865. His early 
studies were carried on in the local public schools, 
and his more advanced education was acquired in 
Blair Academy at Blairstown, and at a select 
school in Hackettstown, New Jersey. When his 
formal education was completed he became his 
father’s assistant on the home farm and continued 
in that capacity until his father’s death. Since 
1907, until recently, Mr. Armstrong has been sole 
manager of the homestead farm, and has resided 
there. This original farm of 350 acres is under 
cultivation, as is a second farm owned by Mr. 
Armstrong, which adjoins the other tract. When 
ill health made the supervision of so large a tract 
a burden, Mr. Armstrong gave over the manage- 
ment of the homestead farm on shares to his son, 
Fred J. Armstrong. The father has long been 
numbered among the most prominent and skillful 
agriculturalists of Sussex County, and has a repu- 
tation as a public-spirited citizen always eager to 
do his share toward general progress. 

He is a member of Kittatinny Lodge, No. 164, 
Free and Accepted Masons, of Branchville. His 
religious affiliation is with the First Presbyterian 
Church of Newton, which he has for three years 
served as a member of its board of trustees. 

William M. Armstrong married, November 21, 
1900, Jessie B. Jones, daughter of Benjamin K. 
and Elinora (Benjamin) Jones. They have one 
son, Fred J. Armstrong, born on the homestead 
farm in Frankford Township, Sussex County, 
April 8, 1902. He graduated from Blair Acad- 
emy in 1921, and from the Bliss Electrical School 
in Washington, District of Columbia, in 1922. 
Upon the completion of his technical course he 
was engaged for a few years in electrical work, 
but then returned to the home farm in order to 
relieve his father from some of his large respon- 
sibilities by taking the homestead farm on shares. 
Progressive, intelligent, well-educated, he is 
already highly regarded in his community and bids 
fair to continue to succeed. The advantages of 
rich inherited acres, of inborn tastes for farming, 
and of a sturdy and vigorous character prophesy 
for Mr. Armstrong many prosperous years and 
an increase to his lands. 
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Fred J. Armstrong married, in May, 1926, Mary 
S. Snook, daughter of Fred and Edith (Ackerson) 
Snook, and granddaughter of Jacob Snook. They 
are the parents of Lois Louise, born June 17, 1927. 





ROBERT VAN CLIEF ARMSTRONG—As 
a prosperous farmer, a descendant of a long line of 
important agriculturists and land owners of that 
county, Robert Van C. Armstrong, of Papakating, 
Frankford Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
is one of the best known and most liked men of 
his community. He has always been an important 
factor in general progress. His support of every 
worthy cause is ready and efficient. Back of his 
interest in his fellow man lies his hereditary love 
for a land to which his fathers had long been de- 
voted, and in whose history they had played so 
large a part. 

In the book “Rambles in Europe,” by Leonard 
A. Morrison, are related many interesting adven- 
tures and achievements of the clan Armstrong. 
One that may be pertinent to this sketch says: “A 
Scottish King having his horse killed under him in 
battle was immediately remounted by Fairbairn, 
his armor bearer, who took the King by the thigh 
and set him on his saddle. For this timely assist- 
ance the King rewarded him with lands upon the 
border and gave him the appellation of Armstrong 
and assigned him for a crest an armed hand and 
arm; in the left hand a leg and foot in armor, 
couped at the thigh all proper. This crest is borne 
at the present day in the arms of some branches of 
the family.” This land near the border was called 
the “Debatable Land,” and here the clan flourished 
many years. The most noted was “Gilnockie,” the 
Robin Hood of the border. He lived in 1528, and 
at that time the clan with its adherents numbered 
more than 3,000 horsemen. 

The historian says: “It is safe to assert that 
every person of the name of Armstrong who 
rightfully bears that name, is descended from the 
powerful clan on the border in the ‘Debatable 
Country’.” The clan was disrupted about 1530 
and many went to England and to Ireland, where 
they settled in the counties of Fermanagh, Clare, 
Kings and Londonderry. From Londonderry, about 
1740, the ancestors of Robert Van C. Armstrong, 
Hugh Armstrong, with his family, settled at Short 
Hills, Middlesex County, New Jersey. Two of his 
sons served in the Revolutionary War, Thomas Arm- 
strong, who carries this line, as quartermaster, 
ranking as major, settled in 1793 on his purchased 
estate of some 300 acres, mostly uncleared, on the 
Papakating Creek, in Frankford Township, the 
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nucleus of the lands since handed down in the 
family. 

Additional acquisitions brought Thomas Arm- 
strong’s possessions in this vicinity to a total of 
700 acres in Frankford Township, to be divided 
among his sons, and a thousand acres, mostly in 
Newton Township, for his daughters. He had 
twenty-seven slaves also, until he liberated them in 
accordance with the growing humanitarianism he felt 
in common with his fellow-citizens Thomas Arm- 
strong married Martha Britton, whose mother was 
a Van Clief, and among their children was Robert 
Van Clief Armstrong, the youngest, who inherited 
175 acres of his father’s estate and lived in the old 
family home until 1845, when he built a new 
house. He extended his estate by the purchase of 
some 200 contiguous acres and was regarded as a 
leading farmer of his community. A Whig in his 
earlier years, he adopted the platform of the Re- 
publican party when that was formed, and he held 
various town offices. His faith was the Presby- 
terian. He married Luretta Pellett, daughter of 
Obediah and Charlotte (Westbrook) ‘Pellett, who 
were prosperous and influential neighbors. Obe- 
diah Pellett’s mother was Mary Bradford, a lineal 
descendant of Governor William Bradford, of 
the New Plymouth Colony, in Massachusetts. 

Robert V. Armstrong was an invalid many years, 
but lived to be eighty-five years of age. “Uncle 
Bobby,” as he was familiarly called, was respected 
and loved by a wide circle of friends. He had in- 
creased his estate to nearly 400 acres when he re- 
tired from active business and sold the property 
to his youngest son, George Neldon Armstrong, 
who was born October 19, 1834, and died June 7, 
1907. George N. Armstrong married, November 
19, 1862, Susan Crane, who was born January 7, . 
1840, and died August 5, 1905. She was a daugh- 
ter of John and Susan Roy Crane, who were the 
parents of fourteen children. John Crane was a 
cooper, and at his death gave a farm or its equiv- 
alent to each of his twelve living children. 

George N. Armstrong supplemented his public 
school instruction by further study at Seward’s 
Institution at Florida, New York, and E. H. Stiles’ 
private school, Mount Retirement, in Wantage 
Township. He became very deaf in early man- 
hood and consequently could not take an active 
part in outside affairs. He spent much time in 
reading, was well informed on all current events, 
and his counsel and advice were often sought. 
He possessed a genial and happy disposition, and 
was loved by rich and poor. Unfortuately, his deaf- 
ness was the cause of his untimely death. He was 
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struck by an approaching train as he was walking 
on the railroad tracks from his home to the post- 
office at Papakating. He died June 7, 1907. 

The children of George N. and Susan (Crane) 
Armstrong were Robert Van Clief, born August 
24, 1863, subject of this record, and William Mc- 
Coy, a sketch of whom precedes. George N. Arm- 
strong remodelled the house built by his father, 
built large, new dairy barns, and at one time suc- 
cessfully operated a creamery on the farm. He 
was recognized as a leading farmer in the county. 
Adjoining his homestead he bought the Nelson 
Phillips farm of 195 acres, the Orsborne farm of 
220 acres and the Shelley farm of 164 acres. In 
the division of property at his death Robert Van 
Clief inherited the Phillip and Shelley farms. 

On November 24, 1894, Robert Van Clief Arm- 
strong married Ellen Northrup, daughter of Fran- 
cis B. and Miranda Ellen (Phillips) Northrup. Mrs. 
Armstrong was a graduate of Blair Academy, 
class of ‘90, and had taught school three years 
previous to her marriage. On April 1, 1895, Rob- 
ert V. and his bride began housekeeping where they 
now live. 

This farm had belonged to his wife’s grand- 
father, and previously to his own grandfather 
Pellett’s estate, so for both there was a wealth of 
sentiment in their new home. Many changes and 
improvements have been made on the buildings and 
grounds to lessen labor, add comfort and create an 
ideal country home. 

To them have been born five children: 1. 
George Northrup, who died in infancy. 2. Robert 
V., Jr., who is at home, assistant manager for his 
father. He finished his academic training at Blair 
Academy, had business training at Coleman’s 
Business College, and graduated in the short 
course of general farming from Rutgers College. 
3. Ellen, who graduated from Blair Academy, 
class 1915, received her Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Wellesley College, 1919, and her Master of 
Science degree from the University of Nebraska in 
1923. On April 17, 1924, she was united in mar- 
riage to William Theodore Penfound, of Elyria, 
Ohio. He graduated from Oberlin College and 
continued his studies in the University of Illinois, 
where he received his Master of Science and Doc- 
tor of Philosophy degrees. He is now head of the 
Botany Department of Tulane University, New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 4. Frances, graduated from 
Sussex High School 1922 and received her degree 
of Bachelor of Science from Elmira College, class 
of 1926. She is now teaching in the junior high 
school of Franklin, New Jersey. 5. George North- 
rup, who graduated from Mercersburg Academy 
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in 1926, with honors, and delivered the Schaff ora- 
tion on commencement day; is now a Freshman at 
Amherst and a member of Beta Theta Pi Fra- 
ternity. 

Robert V. Armstrong and his wife are the own- 
ers of four well-kept farms comprising a thousand 
acres of land, all adjoining. He is progressive and 
public spirited, ever ready to help in any enter- 
prise that will benefit his community or his fellow 
men. He was one of the men to organize the 
Dairymen’s League, and was county president for 
many years. He was a member of the committee 
that made application for a county agriculture 
agent for Sussex County. He has been president 
of the County Board of Agriculture for a long 
term of years. He is a member of the Samaritan 
Lodge, No. 98, Free and Accepted Masons, and 
Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons. 
For many years he has been an officer of the Pres- 
byterian Church of Sussex, first as a trustee and at 
present is an elder. 

The inherent traits of his ancestors not only 
show in politics and religion, but geniality, hospi- 
tality, the confidence and esteem of his fellow 
men—these also are his inheritance. 





OBADIAH P. ARMSTRONG, a member of 
the firm of Armstrong & Demarest, well-known 
feed and grain merchants of Lafayette, New Jer- 
sey, and a man who has not only been prominent 
in the social and civic activities of his communi- 
ties, but who is born of a long line of sturdy gen- 
erations, at least one member of which has served 
in every major conflict since the Revolutionary 
War. 

Mr. Armstrong is a direct descendant of 
Hugh Armstrong, the pioneer, who voyaged to 
this country with his family from Londonderry 
County, Ireland, about 1740, and, settled at Short 
Hills, Middlesex County, New Jersey. His chil- 


dren were: 1. Thomas. 2. Robert. 3. William, 
who served with valor during the Revolutionary 
War. 4. Margaret. 5. Jane. 6. Hannah. 7. 


Polly. Hugh Armstrong died October 23, 1781, on 
the homestead he had settled. His first son, 
Thomas Armstrong, was born August 3, 1750, at 
Short Hills, and he married Martha Britton, who 
died during the year 1817, at the age of fifty-eight 
years. Thomas Armstrong served with distinc- 
tion as a major of the Quartermaster’s Corps of the 
Continental Army during the Revolutionary War. 
In April, 1782, he and his wife settled on the 
Papakating, in Wantage Township, Sussex County, 
where they resided for a period of about eight 
years; and then they purchased a large tract of 
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land at Sugar Loaf, Orange County, New York, 
where they remained for about three years. In 
the year 1793 they purchased some 300 acres of 
land, most of which was still uncleared, on the 
Papakating, near Frankford Township, Sussex 
County. And it was just about this time that 
their mother, Margaret (Moore) Armstrong, came 
to live at her son’s new home. She died on March 
II, 1811, at the age of ninety-nine years. Thomas 
Armstrong later added more land to his original 
tract, so that at the time of his death, January 3, 
1833, his estate comprised some 1,700 acres of 
good rich soil in New Jersey; some 700 acres of 
which were near Frankford, and these he divided 
among his sons; the remainder near Newton Town- 
ship, Sussex County, he divided among his daugh- 
ters. His original purchase was made from a 
Mr. Hoops, and at the time he took over this es- 
tate he found himself the gratuitous possessor of 
some twenty-seven slaves, which he retained in his 
ownership until the laws of the State liberated 
them. He was a most successful agriculturist, and 
was one of the leading men of his day in that 
part of the State. His children were eleven in 
number: 1. James B., born September 15, 1782. 
2. Elizabeth, born March 11, 1784, and who mar- 
ried John Senard. 3. Margaret, born June 13, 1786, 
and who married Theophilus Hunt. 4. Thomas 
M., born September 6, 1788. 5. Jane G., born June 
6, 1790, and who married Usal Hagerty. 6. Rob- 
ert, born January 21, 1792. 7. William, of whom 
further. 8. Martha, born September 10, 1796, 
and who married John S. Warbasse. 9. Susan, 
born February 6, 1798, and who died in infancy. 
10. Susan E.., born August 4, 1800, and who mar- 
ried Dr. John Beach. 11. Robert V., born Septem- 
ber 15, 1803. 

William Armstrong, fourth son and seventh 
child of Thomas Armstrong, in the direct line of 
descent from Hugh Armstrong, the pioneer, was 
born February 13, 1794. He was a farmer on the 
goodly share of land that was his particular in- 
heritance from his father’s vast estate near Frank- 
ford Township. He, too, was one of the leading 
men of his day. He had but one child, a son: 
Bradford C. P. Armstrong, who was a resident of 
the present town of Lafayette, Sussex County. 
During the’ turbulent period of the Civil War he 
served with the rank of captain of the oth Iowa 
Cavalry. His military record shows that he was 
most valorous in action, and that he engaged in a 
number of battles and innumerable skirmishes with 
the enemy. He was slightly wounded, but recov- 
ered from this only to fall ill with a deadly fever 
which cost him his life. He was then in Little 
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Rock, Arkansas, and he now lies in state at the 
soldiers’ national cemetery there. He married 
Cornelia M. Northrup, and their children were 
three in number: 1. Mary, who married Jacob 
M. Demarest. 2. Josephine, who married John M. 
Calvin. 3. Obadiah E., the father of Obadiah P. 
Armstrong. 

Obadiah E. Armstrong was born on March 16, 
1859, in Lafayette, Sussex County, and in the early 
half of his life he was one of the most success- 
ful business men in that part of the State. He 
later entered the feed and grain business with 
Gillam Demarest, under the firm name of Arm- 
strong & Demarest. Just prior to this he had been 
connected with the Hopkins & Williams Company, 
a concern with whom he remained for a period of 
two years. He had also filled an appointment in 
the New York Custom House, where he remained 
approximately five years. The firm of Armstrong 
& Demarest, however, proved to be a most success- 
ful undertaking, and the equipment was soon en- 
larged to include the sale and handling of raw 
flour as well as feed and grain. Mr. Armstrong 
was appointed secretary of the Sussex County Tax 
Board during the year 1906, and he was reap- 
pointed to that office by each succeeding board. 
He was actively engaged in this business right up 
to the time of his death, November 8, 1920. Mr. 
Armstrong had been particularly active in his 
club and social life, for he was affiliated fra- 
ternally with the Harmony Lodge, No. 8, Free and 
Accepted Masons; Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, Royal 
Arch Masons; DeMolay Commandery, No. 6, 
Knights Templar, of Washington, New Jersey, 
and Salaam Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine, of Newark, New Jersey. 
He was also a member of the Newton Club; the 
Sussex County Country Club; and he was a ves- 
tryman of the Episcopal Church, which he at- 
tended. He had married Marion Coffey. She died 
during the year 1897. Obadiah E. and Marion 
(Coffey) Armstrong were the parents of two 
children, a son and a daughter: 1. Obadiah P., of 
whom further. 2. Cornelia M., who is now living 
with her brother. 

Obadiah P. Armstrong was born on July 16, 
1893, in the city of Brooklyn, New York. He was 
reared and educated in Newton, New Jersey, 
attending the English and Classical School at 
Newton, and, later, the Staunton Military Acad- 
emy in Virginia. From Staunton he went to Blair 
Academy, New Jersey, and next to Rutgers Col- 
lege, at New Brunswick, New Jersey. Before the 
United States became embroiled in the World 
War, Mr. Armstrong, true to family tradi- 
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tion, enlisted in the French Army on January 
I, 1917, and was immediately shipped overseas. 
He held the rank of second lieutenant, S. S. U., 
60, 25th Division of Infantry. After a consider- 
able period at the front, Lieutenant Armstrong was 
mustered out of the French Army on November 
25, 1917. He received two citations, was decorated 
with the Croix de Guerre, Medaille Commemor- 
ative, and was wounded. On his return to the 
States he served with the United States Publicity 
Bureau until May 25, 1918, was accepted in the 
United States Army May 28, 1918, and this time 
remained in France until August I0, 1919, when 
he was honorably discharged from all further mil- 
itary service. He at once returned to Newton, 
New Jersey, where he became associated in busi- 
ness with his father, with whom he remained until 
the date of the elder Mr. Armstrong’s death. He 
still retains the business his father established, 
although he has enlarged it greatly, so that today, 
1927, it is a point of particular interest that this 
expansion has met with the greatest success, en- 
joying a very large farm trade in more than his 
own county. 

Despite the many varied and exacting duties of 
the business in which he is engaged, Mr. Arm- 
strong has still found time in which to take a keen 
interest in all civic and county affairs. And he has 
been even more active in his club and social life, 
for he was one of the organizers of the Lieuten- 
ant Charles A. Meyer Post, No. 86, of the Amer- 
ican Legion, of which organization he served as 
first commander. He has also been both county 
and State master-at-arms, and he has served on 
several county and State committees. And, like 
his father before him, Mr. Armstrong is affiliated 
fraternally with the Harmony Lodge, No. 8, Free 
and Accepted Masons; and the Baldwin Chapter, 
No. 17, Royal Arch Masons. He is also a 
member of Sussex County Forest, No. 37, Tall 
Cedars of Lebanon, and he is a charter mem- 
ber of the local lodge, Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks. He is also one of the 
active members of the Newton Club; and the 
Sussex Country Club. He is also a member of the 
Sons of the American Revolution. In his political 
work, it should have been stated, Mr. Arm- 
strong served for a three-year period as county 
chairman of the Republican party, and he was also 
assistant State chairman for some time. 

Obadiah P. Armstrong married, February 25, 
1918, Dorothy Schonover, a daughter of John Cal- 
vin and Isadora (Winans) Schonover. Mr. and 
Mrs. Armstrong are the parents of four children: 
1. Cornelia, who died in infancy. 2. Bruce. 3. 
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Obadiah FE. 4. Aldene. Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong 
and their family reside at No. 94 Main Street, 
Newton, where they attend the Episcopal church. 


ALVIN ELMER DURYEA—As junior mem- 
ber of the firm of The Duryea Motor Company, 
Alvin Elmer Duryea is well known throughout 


-Northern New Jersey, having been identified with 


this line of endeavor since 1911, at which time in 
connection with his brother, Augustus Duryea 
(q. v.) the firm was established. 

Alvin Elmer Duryea is of the third generation 
to reside in Somerset County, his grandfather, 
William C. Duryea, having settled in the southern 
part of the county as a farmer. The family is of 
French extraction. William C. Duryea married a 
Miss Voorhees, and they were the parents of five 
children, among whom was John Voorhees Dur- 
yea, the father of Alvin Elmer. He married Mary 
H. Van Pelt, and they became the parents of nine 
children: William Henry; Emma Frances; Chris- 
topher Voorhees; Annie Barcalow; Tunis Statsur; 
George Van Pelt; Augustus, senior member of the 
firm of The Duryea Motor Company; Charles 
Jones; and Alvin Elmer, of whom further. 

Alvin Elmer Duryea, son of John Voorhees and 
Mary H. (Van Pelt) Duryea, was born June 8, 1885, 
on his father’s farm in Somerset County. He re- 
ceived his education in the public schools of the 
community. His business career has run along 
parallel lines with his brother Augustus. Their 
first business venture. was in cement sidewalk con- 
struction, in which they were successfully engaged 
for four years. They then turned their atten- 
tion to the automobile business, taking over the 
agency for the Ford car in Somerset County, 
which is one of the oldest Ford agencies in New 
Jersey. Under the wise management of the two 
brothers the business has grown to such propor- 
tions that it has been necessary to twice remodel 
their quarters during the fifteen years. The 
building is located on West Main Street, corner of 
Doughty Avenue, and in addition to their sales- 
rooms, which are the finest in Somerville, they 
have a service station and a garage. Men of great 
efficiency and power, ready for every business 
emergency, the firm disposes of over 400 cars a 
year. 

Mr. Duryea is actively prominent in fraternal 
circles, a member of Solomon Lodge, No. 46, Free 
and Accepted Masons; Keystone Chapter, No. 25, 
Royal Arch Masons; Valley of Jersey City Con- 
sistory, Supreme Princes of the Royal Secret, No. 
32; and Salaam Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; member of So-Ra- 
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Bo Forest, Tall Cedars of Lebanon; and the 
Knights of Pythias. His club is the Exchange 
Club of Somerville, and in his religious fellow- 
ship he is a member of the Second Reformed 
Church. 

Alvin Elmer Duryea married, September 12, 
1926, Helen A. Smith, daughter of J. Howard and 
Mary M. (Stech) Smith, of Somerville. 


AUGUSTUS DURYEA-—Inclusive of a wide 
range of experience in the automobile business in 
Northern New Jersey, Augustus Duryea has the 
well-merited repute of leadership in his line of 
activity, and of having built up the interests of 
the company he represents, The Duryea Motor 
Company, of Somerville. This company was 
founded in 1911 by two brothers, Augustus Dur- 
yea, of this review, and Alvin Elmer Duryea, a 
sketch of whose life will be found in the preceding 
biography. In the sixteen years of its existence 
The Duryea Motor Company has grown to be one 
of the most flourishing enterprises in Somerset 
County. The brothers took over the Ford agency 
for the county and have dealt in all the Ford 
products, parts, supplies, etc., as well as cars. 
Their business, which is one of the oldest Ford 
agencies in the State, began operations at its pres- 
ent location, but has so grown as to need re- 
modelled quarters twice in the fifteen years. 
The brothers purchased their building in 10916, 
and have converted it into one of the finest sales- 
rooms in Somerville. In connection there is a ser- 
vice station and a garage, located on the corner 
of West Main Street and Doughty Avenue. Men 
of great energy and acumen, alert to every oppor- 
tunity, the members of the firm dispose of over 
400 cars a year. 

The Duryea family is of French extraction. 
The grandfather, William C. Duryea, settled in the 
southern part of Somerset County as a farmer. 
He married a Miss Voorhees, and they were the 
parents of five children: William; Coart; Theo- 
dore; Annie, and John Voorhees, of whom further. 

John Voorhees Duryea, son of William C. Dur- 
yea, was born on the farm in Somerset and con- 
tinued there all of his life. He married Mary H. 
Van Pelt, and to them were born nine children: 
William Henry; Emma Frances; Christopher 
Voorhees; Annie Barcalow; Tunis  Statsur; 
George Van Pelt; Augustus, of whom further; 
Charles Jones; and Alvin Elmer, junior member 
of the firm of The Duryea Motor Company. 

Augustus Duryea, son of John Voorhees and 
Mary H. (Van Pelt) Duryea, was born September 
22, 1881, on his father’s farm in Somerset County, 
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and received his education in the public schools of 
the district. His entire business life has been 
closely identified with his younger brother, Alvin 
Elmer. In 1907 they were engaged in cement side- > 
walk construction, at which they were very busy 
for four years. They then embarked in the auto- 
mobile business known as The Duryea Motor Com- 
pany, Augustus Duryea being the senior member 
of the firm. The company’ has greatly prospered 
under the able supervision and management of the 
two brothers, as evidenced by the increasing vol- 
ume of business and distribution of their products, 
and has taken up all of their time and energy. In 
spite of the many calls upon his time, Mr. Duryea 
still finds time for civic duties and is president of 
the Somerville Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Duryea served two and one-half years in the 
National Guard of New Jersey under Colonel 
Reading. During the period of the World War he 
‘yas on the staff of Brigadier-General Bird W. 
Spencer as inspector of small arms with the rank 
of first lieutenant, and received his honorable dis- 
charge soon after the signing of the armistice. 

Mr. Duryea is very prominent in fraternal 
circles, a member of Solomon’s Lodge, No. 46, 
Free and Accepted Masons; Keystone Chapter, No. 
No. 25, Royal Arch Masons; Valley of Jersey 
City Consistory, No. 12, Supreme Princes of the 
Royal Secret; and Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite; 
and Salaam Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine. His other affiliations are 
with the Tall Cedars of Lebanon, the So-Ra-Bo 
Forest; the Knights of Pythias, and the Rotary 
Club. He is a member of the Raritan Valley 
Country Club, and president of the Bachelor’s 
Club, of Somerville. His religious fellowship is 
with the Second Reformed Church. 

Augustus Duryea married, September 25, 1918, 
Nannette Rouxel, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
daughter of Louis M. J. and Marie Astosie (Syl- 
vestre) Rouxel. Mr. and Mrs. Duryea are the 
parents of the following children: 1. Marie Nan- 
nette. 2. Augustus, Jr. 3. John Louis. 4. Alice 
Rebecca. 5. Charles Sylvestre. The family resi- 
dence is at No. 110 Prospect Street, Somerville, 
New Jersey. 


CHARLES CHRIS WIEDEMER—Through- 
out his active career Charles C. Wiedemer, of 
Somerville, New Jersey, has been identified with 
the business of erecting homes and other build- 
ings. Since 1908 he has been engaged in business 
for himself as a contractor and builder, and during 


‘the eighteen years of his independent activity in 


this line he has built many beautiful and comfort- 
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able homes in Somerset County, and made for him- 
self an enviable reputation as a man of sound busi- 
ness principles. He is active in local public affairs, 
serving as a member of the borough council, and is 
numbered among the progressive citizens of the 
community. 

Charles C. Wiedemer was born in a house on 
West Sixteenth Street, in New York City, son of 
Ignatz and Wilhelmina (Zillmer) Wiedemer. 
When he was six years of age his parents re- 
moved to Somerset County, New Jersey, and he 
received his education in the public schools there. 
When his school training was completed he learned 
the carpenter’s trade, which he has continued to 
follow to the present time, first in the employ of 
others, and since 1908 as a contractor and builder 
in business for himself. He specializes in private 
residences and has confined his operations mostly 
to Somerset County, New Jersey, where he is 
known as a skilled craftsman and a contracting 
builder who keeps the terms of his contract with- 
out watching. He specializes in residences and has 
built over 300 houses in this section, all substan- 
tial homes. Prior to 1923 his home was in Bridge- 
water Township, where he took an active part in 
public affairs, serving as a member of the Town- 
ship Committee for five years, and for five years 
as a member of the Board of Health, and was 
also plumbing inspector for four years. In 1923 
he became a resident of Somerville, and in 1925 
he was chosen to complete the unexpired term of 
one of the members of the borough council. In 
1926 he was elected for a full term (three years), 
which he is now serving. He is known as a pub- 
lic-spirited citizen who is always ready to contrib- 
ute his share toward the advancement of the in- 
terests of the community in which he lives, and he 
has a host of friends in Somerville and vicinity. 
His religious affiliation is with the First Reformed 
Church of Somerville. He is auditor of the Rar- 
itan Building and Loan Association. 

Charles C. Wiedemer was married, March 16, 
1912, to Augusta M. Seng, of New York City, 
daughter of Augustus and Anna (Kasselbaum) 
Seng. Mr. and Mrs. Wiedemer are the parents of 
one son, Henry Charles, born in May, 1914, who 
resides at home. The home of the family is at No. 
215 North Bridge Street, in Somerville. 


E. CLARKSON LANE—Those who are fa- 
miliar with the earlier history of Newton, New 
Jersey, recognize as one of the important factors 
the personality of E. Clarkson Lane, who, in addi- 
tion to being one of the oldest residents of the 
town, was actively engaged in business there for 
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‘of the day in that section. 
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more than sixty years. It is not only the older in- 
habitants of the community who recognize him as 
a familiar figure, however, for he still takes an 
active interest in the affairs of the Democratic 
party, and for the past fifteen years has served as 
a member of the Election Board of Newton. He 
is a veteran of the Civil War, and a descendant of 
one of the oldest families in this section of the 
State. 

Mathias Lane, great-grandfather of Mr. Lane, 
owned a large tract of land in what is now Hamp- 
ton Township, Sussex County. He and twenty 
others of the Lane family served in various Jersey 
regiments during the Revolutionary War, and E. 
Clarkson Lane has in his possession the barrel of 
a musket which Mathias Lane carried during that 
conflict. The stock was burned in a fire which 
destroyed the store in which the musket was kept. 
Mathias Lane married Alice Conover, and both 
he and his wife died on the old homestead. They 
were the parents of: 1. Cornelius. 2. George. 3. 
‘John. 4. William. 5. Mathias, of whom further. 
6. Barnabas—and two daughters. 

Mathias Lane, son of Mathias and Alice (Con- 
over) Lane, was born in Hampton Township, Sus- 


‘sex County, and died in Hunterdon County, New 


‘Jersey, in 1860, aged sixty-one years. He was a 
skilled mechanic and jeweller, and was locally re- 
nowned as a musical genius, being much in demand 
‘wherever either young or old met to make merry. 
He resided at Whitehouse, Hunterdon County. 
‘He married Susan Wilson, who died early leaving 
the following children: 1. John W. 2. Asa. 3. 
Margaret, married William Anthony. 4. William. 
5. Nellie, who married William Marshall. 

John W. Lane, son of Mathias and Susan (Wil- 
son) Lane, was born at Halsey’s Corner, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, July 18, 1820, and died at his 
home in Newton, New Jersey, September 20, 1800. 


‘He received his education in the district schools 


of his native region, and then became an appren- 
tice to General Lyman Edmonds, of Newton, in 
order that he might learn the tinsmith’s trade. In 
1841, when he was twenty-one years of age, he 
engaged in business for himself at Lafayette, which 
was then a flourishing village. Diligence, together 
with skill, brought success in substantial measure, 
and three years later, in 1845, he purchased the 
John A. Johnson dwelling on the present site of 
the Newton Methodist Episcopal Church. There 
he continued to develop a flourishing business 
which placed him among the leading business men 
He then extended his 
activities by forming a partnership with Samuel 
Hunter Bodin, and engaged in the manufacture of 
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stoves and castings. A foundry was erected on the 
present site of the Smith Building, and Mr. Lane 
continued his tinsmith business on the first and 
second floors fronting on Spring Street. The new 
concern prospered and continued to expand for 
years. They operated the first steam engine in- 
stalled in Sussex County, and at one time handled 
a great number of a kind of cooking stove known 
as “Merit.” Later they also manufactured a 
wood-burning stove, which was more economical, 
and this, too, became very popular. Some time 
after the establishment of the Lane & Bodin firm 
Mr. Lane purchased the old Raynor property, but 
the destruction of these buildings by fire entailed 
a large loss. With characteristic energy and hope- 
fulness Mr. Lane rebuilt, erecting a much finer 
structure than the one which had been destroyed. 
That newer structure is known as the John W. 
Lane Building, and is a monument to the pluck, in- 
dustry and enterprise of the builder. Courageous 
in the face of disaster, persevering in times of 
discouragement, resourceful in devising ways of 
accomplishing his ends, he won well deserved suc- 
cess. He was a well read man, companionable, 
and possessed of a sense of humor which was a 
joy to his friends and associates. He delighted in 
competing with his old friend B. B. Edsall in 
quoting Shakespeare, and was the life of the 
group when with his friends. Politically, he gave 
support to the Whig party in the early days, but 
after the formation of the Republican party gave 
his undivided support to the principles for which it 
stood, though he was never, in any sense of the 
word, a politician. In 1878, however, he was can- 
didate for surrogate, and being a resident of a 
Democratic district, was defeated by a small ma- 
jority. In 1886 he was nominated for Assembly 
and ran seventy-eight votes ahead of Benjamin 
Howey, candidate for Governor, but again was de- 
feated by a small margin. He was assessor of 
internal revenue from 1863 to 1872. He took an 
active interest in community affairs, serving as a 
member of the board of directors and as president 
of the Newton Library Association, and as a mem- 
ber of the first fire company organized in Newton. 
He was a charter member of the old Neptune 
Company, No. 3, with Dr. A. D. Morford, John 
Kraber, Dr. Thomas Ryerson, J. Forman Shofer, 
Dana Foster and others, who died long ago. He 
was proud of his Revolutionary ancestry, as he 
was loyal to the principles of those forebears. He 
was a member of Harmony Lodge, No. 8, Free 
and Accepted Masons, of Newton; also of Baldwin 
Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons, which he 
served as organist and as trustee for many years. 
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He was a member and a vestryman of Christ 
Church for more than fifty-one years, and for 
many years its organist and chorister. 

In March, 1842, John W. Lane married Hannah 
M. Waldorf, who died December 5, 1904. Their 
children were: 1. E. Clarkson, of whom further. 
2, Fannie Isabella, who married Edwin Osborn. 
3. Jonathan M. 4. Charles C. 5. Carrie. 6, An 
infant, soon deceased. 

E. Clarkson Lane, son of John W. and Hannah 
M. (Waldorf) Lane, was born at Lafayette, Sus- 
sex County, New Jersey, March 30, 1843. After 
attending the public schools of Newton, he con- 
tinued his studies in St. John’s Seminary at Dover, 
New Jersey. When his seminary course was com- 
pleted he learned the trade of the tinsmith with 
his father, and at the age of sixteen and a half 
years was employed at his trade in the same place. 
That connection was continued until the death of 
the father, after which Mr. Lane continued the 
business as his own, successfully continuing and 
developing it until 1924, when he retired. As an 
old resident of the place he is well known, and 
his tales of the old days are of interest to both 
old and young. He was only four years of age 
when the old Court House at Newton was burned, 
but he remembers incidents connected with that 
catastrophe, and his memories of the Civil War 
are of definite interest in this day when the vet- 
erans of that conflict are becoming so few. He 
enlisted for service September 1, 1862, in Company 
D, 27th Regiment, New Jersey Volunteers, Infan- 
try, and served continuously until mustered out of 
service at Newark, New Jersey, July 1, 1863, with 
the rank of corporal. He is one of the six pension- 
ers of that war now living in Newton. 

Politically, Mr. Lane is a Democrat, and for 
the past fifteen pears he has served on the Elec- 
tion Board of Newton. The is a member of the 
Episcopal Church, located at No. 28 Moran 
Street, in Newton, and is hightly esteemed there 
as well as among his many former business asso- 


ciates. 
Mr. Lane married, March 20, 1878, Kitty C. 


Giveans, daughter of William and Jane (Reyer- 
son) Giveans. Mrs. Lane died August 14, 1925. 
Children: 1. John W., who resides at Glen Ridge, 
Essex County, New Jersey, and has three daugh- 
ters, Mabel, Vida and Mary. 2. Harry, who died 
at the age of thirty-two years. 3. W. Clifford, 
who resides at Newton, married Neita Brink, 
daughter of William Brink, and they have two 
sons: Clifford and John W. 4. Mabel J., who mar- 
ried Joseph Cravon and resides at Newton. 
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LOUIS HUFF SCHENCK—A foremost 
member of the legal professison in Somerset 
County, Louis H. Schenck, counsellor-at-law, has 
for years been concerned with much of the im- 
portant law business in this section of the State, 
and, indeed, he is well known throughout the Sate 
as a skilled and very able leader in his profession. 
He has held many public offices, and his service to 
industry and to the broadening purpose of the civic 
and business affairs of community, county and 
State, is recognized for the permanent benefits 
thereby conferred. A son of John G. and Sarah 
(Huff) Schenck, his father, John G. Schenck, a 
farmer by occupation, was born in 1823 in this 
county, and died in June, 1905; he received his edu- 
cation in the schools of Jersey, spent his life on 
the farm, and for years was active in political mat- 
ters, as a Republican serving in the State Assembly 
six years (1861, 1862, 1863 and 1872, 1873, 1874) 
and three years in the Senate (1879, 1880, 1881) ; 
one of the original founders of the First National 
Bank of Somerville, New Jersey, he was for years 
a director, and he was a leading member of the 
Reformed Church, a broad-gauged old school gen- 
tleman. 

Louis H. Schenck was born October 25, 1853, at 
Neshanic, New Jersey, and he was graduated at 
Rutgers College with the class of 1874. He read 
law in Elizabeth, New Jersey, in the offices of Wil- 
liam J. Magie, afterwards Chief Justice and Chan- 
cellor of this State, and Joseph Cross, afterwards 
United States District Court judge, who then com- 
posed the well-known firm of Magie & Cross. He 
was admitted to the bar as attorney in 1877, and as 
counsellor in 1880. For a number of years he 
practiced his profession in Newark, at first in 
association with Elias F. Morrow, as Morrow & 
Schenck, later with the firm of Schenck, Thomp- 
son & Grannis. He was admitted to practice in the 
United States District Court in November, 1884, 
and in the United States Circuit Court in Decem- 
ber, 1893. 

Early in 1900 he was nominated by the Governor 
and confirmed as judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas of Somerset County, and served as such 
judge from April 1, 1900, to April 1, 1910. He then 
returned to general practice, this time in Somer- 
ville. 

He has served as president of the Somerset 
County Bar Association, and is now its vice-presi- 
dent; in 1893 he was counsel for the Board of 
Freeholders of Somerset County. For the past 
four years he has been and is now counsel for the 
borough of Somerville. 

Since graduation from college Mr. Schenck has 
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been the historian of his class, and in 1905 he was 
elected one of the alumni members of the board of 
trustees of his college, Rutgers, for five years. 

While in Somerset County he has taken an active 
interest in many enterprises outside of his profes- 
sion. He served as president of the Holstein- 
Friesian Breeders’ Association of New Jersey for 
ten years; was president of the Somerset County 
Agricultural Society for several years; was for 
two years president of the Somerset County Sun- 
day School Association. For nineteen years he was 
a member and president of the Branchburg Board 
of Education; he was the first president of the 
County Association of Boards of Education and 
served in that capacity for three years. 

Fraternally, Mr. Schenck is a member of Sol- 
omon’s Lodge, No. 46, Free and Accepted Masons, 
of which he is a Past Master; a member of Key- 
stone Chapter, No. 25, Royal Arch Masons; a mem- 
ber of Neshanic Lodge, No. 145, Knights of 
Pythias of New Jersey; and has served as Grand 
Chancellor of the Knights of Pythias in New Jer- 
sey during the year 1920; he is a member of the 
Reformed Church, and has served therein as a 
deacon and elder. 

Louis H.-Schenck married, June 18, 1885, Emma 
A. Babcock, of New Brunswick. She was the 
daughter of John F. and Gertrude A. (William- 
son) Babcock. Mr. Babcock was for many years 
editor of the New Brunswick “Fredonian.” Mrs. 
Schenck died in 1905. They had four children: 
Nellie, died in 1891, age five years; Raymond L,, 
died in 1908, while in college, aged twenty years; 
Herbert L., died in 1911, aged twenty years; Har- 
old D. is living and is associated with the Hudson 
Gas and Electric Corporation of Poughkeepsie, 
New York; he married Margaret Napoleon and 
they have one daughter, Gladys R. Schenck. 





LEMUEL HARDICK—Newton, Sussex Coun- 
ty, New Jersey, is fortunate in many things, and 
among these many is the fact that a relatively large 
number of her Civil War veterans are still with 
her. As the years pass the ranks of these soldiers 
of earlier days are steadily being depleted, and 
Sussex County is glad to honor them while they 
may still enjoy the honor and the appreciation. 
Among these is Lemuel Hardick, who came to this 
community some thirty-four years ago and has 
since made his home here. 

Mr. Hardick is a son of Simeon G. and Sarah 
(La-Bar) Hardick, the first mentioned of whom 
was born in Stillwater Township, Sussex County, 
and who for many years was an expert shoemaker. 
He died at the age of sixty-seven years, and his 
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wife’s death occurred when she was fifty-eight 
years old. Lemuel Hardick received a careful edu- 
cation in the public schools of Sussex County, at- 
tending whenever he could find the opportunity, 
and working for the farmers of the neighborhood 
in order to earn a living. Obliged to make his own 
way from the time he was eleven years of age, he 
early acquired habits of industry and thrift, and 
he also early began to look for better opportunity 
than was to be found in farm work. Able and en- 
terprising he decided to go to Newton, where bet- 
ter chances of success were to be found, and in 
1892 he began experimenting with various lines of 
business activity there. As he worked he managed 
to lay aside a fair proportion of his earnings in 
order that he might accumulate sufficient capital 
to engage in some of the enterprises which he felt 
sure he could carry through to completion, and 
finally he was able to engage in the development 
work of which he had dreamed. He built fine, 
large houses in his section of the town, and made 
many improvements on Ryerson Avenue, where he 
resides. Having artistic taste and practical ability, 
he has never been satisfied with merely putting up 
substantial structures. He sees to it that they are 
substantial and of the best workmanship, but along 
with these indispensable qualities he knows that 
charm is an important factor in the creation of a 
home, and he gives special attention to this aspect 
of his work. He has planted nearly half a hundred 
trees along the street, where their beauty delights 
the eye and their branches give grateful shade to 
be enjoyed not only by those who dwell along that 
way, but by all who pass by. Mr. Hardick enlisted 
for service in the Civil War, signing up at Mor- 
ristown, New Jersey, January 4, 1864, as a member 
of Company I, 15th New Jersey Volunteer Infan- 
try, Ist Brigade, 1st Division, 6th Corps, and was 
in active service with his company and regiment 
until discharged at Hall’s Hill, July 11, 1865. He 
was a detailed sharpshooter and the best shot in 
his company of 100 men. 

Mr. Hardick was married three times, (first) to 
Mary E. Swartsweller, daughter of Titus and Mar- 
garet (Losey) Swartsweller. To this marriage 
one daughter was born, Martha R., who married 
George Steele, and died two months and one-half 
after her marriage, at the age of twenty-one years. 
Mr. Hardick married (second) Jerusha A. Smith, 
daughter of Isaac B. and Sarah (Kise) Smith. 
She was one of the well-known teachers of the 
public schools of Sussex and Warren counties for 
fifteen years previous to her marriage. She died 
in March, 1913, at the age of sixty-five years, hav- 
ing been married for twenty-four years, just one 
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short of a quarter of a century. Mr. Hardick 
married (third) in 1913, Josephine (Snover) Span- 
genburg, who was born in Stillwater Township, 
Sussex County, September 16, 1859, daughter of 
Hampton Snover, who died at the age of sixty- 
nine years. Mrs. Hardick, whose maiden name 
was Snover, had married (first) Gordon Span- 
genburg, by whom she had two sons: Frank and 
Elwood. 

Mr. Hardick who was born in Wallpack Town- 
ship, Sussex County, New Jersey, May 17, 1846, isa 
member of Sedgwick Post, Grand Army of the 
Republic, No. 11, of Newton. Only three soldiers 
of the old “fighting 15th’ are left in Newton: 
Mr. Hardick, Company I; John Emery, who was 
in Company D, and Martin Kintner (q. v.) who 
was in Company I. Mr. Hardick resides at No. 
g1 Ryerson Avenue, and is well known and highly 
esteemed among a large group of friends. 


SAMUEL POTTER SUTPHEN—Dte to his 
professional care and his personal attention be- 
stowed upon his business of funeral directing, 
Samuel Potter Sutphen has won deserved leader- 
ship in his field, and with his offices and equip- 
ment in Somerville, he has established his repute 
for skill and thoroughness, as well as for the use 
of modern methods in undertaking He is the son 
of Arthur P. and Hannah V. (Potter) Sutphen; 
Arthur P. Sutphen, who was born October 3, 
1841, in Bedminster Township, and died March 
15, I91I, came of Dutch ancestry, attended the 
schools of his township for eight years, and mar- 
ried, December 5, 1865, Hannah V. Potter. Sam- 
uel P. Sutphen’s grandfather, Peter, was born in 
New Jersey, descending from old New Jersey 
stock, his ancestors having come from Holland in 
1651 and settled in Manhattan. Arthur P. Sut- 
phen removed to Somerville, where he was a lead- 
ing factor in the municipal and county life, his pub- 
lic career covering a period of thirty-three years; 
he was connected with the board of county free- 
holders as clerk and adviser; he was justice of the 
peace for twenty-eight years; secretary of the 
Bible Society, the County Agricultural Society, 
and the County Historical Society; member of the 
Board of Education for twenty-eight years; pen- 
sion attorney; member and elder of the Reformed 
Church; and affiliated with the Knights of Pythias. 
He is survived by four children, his wife having 
died December 18, 1910: William R.; Samuel P., 
of further mention; Jean P.; Sadie P. 

Samuel Potter Sutphen was born September 27, 
1881, at Somerville, New Jersey, where he attended 
the public schools, afterwards working in his 
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father’s office, beginning in 1898. He then began 
to devote his entire attention to funeral directing 
and to his official duties as tax assessor. He 
established his undertaking business in 1906, and 
he has a modernized and well-equipped plant, and 
is accounted one of the most progressive men in 
his profession. 

A Democrat in his political views, Mr. Sutphen 
has been borough assessor since 1919. Fraternally, 
he is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias, and 
the Junior Order United American Mechanics; 
and his religious faith is that of the Reformed 
church, of which he has served as deacon for two 
terms. 

Samuel Potter Sutphen married, October 21, 
1908, Mary Theresa Davis, daughter of Leonard 
C. and Theresa (Lane) Davis. Their children: 
Leonard Douglas, Samuel Potter, Mary Janet. 


LOUIS F. DEMPSEY, JR., a member of the 
well known real estate firm of Dempsey & Highie, 
of Morristown, New Jersey, and one of the very 
prominent men in that community, was born on 
July 3, 1895, in Morristown. Mr. Dempsey is a 
son of Louis F., Sr., and Jane C. (Hyland) Demp- 
sey. The father, Louis F. Dempsey, Sr., is a 
master plumber, and one of the very successful 
men in his community. 

His son, Louis F. Dempsey, Jr., received his 
early education in the public schools of the com- 
munity in which he was born, and he later at- 
tended and graduated from the Bayley High 
School of Morristown. He then took a post- 
graduate course in real estate business methods at 
Columbia University, New York City. Immedi- 
ately after the completion of these courses of 
study, Mr. Dempsey at once branched out for him- 
self, obtaining his first real contact with the world 
of commerce in the type of endeavor he has since 
followed with such marked success: the real estate 
business. He later formed his present business 
partnership with Mr. Highie, under the style of 
Dempsey & Highie; and today, at the date of the 
writing of this biographical history, 1927, this is 
considered one of the most successful realty firms 
in Morristown. 

Despite the many varied and exacting duties of 
the work in which he has been engaged, Louis F. 
Dempsey, Jr., has nevertheless found time in 
which to take a keen interest in the civic and gen- 
eral affairs of his community. In his political 
views, he is a staunch supporter of the Demo- 
cratic party, and he is now serving as a member 
of the Democratic County Committee, the head- 
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quarters of which are maintained in Morristown. 
Mr. Dempsey, Jr., has also been actively engaged 
in the welfare and commercial advancement of 
Morristown; and he is now filling the office of 
director of the Spring Brook Building and Loan 
Association of Morristown. During the period of 
the emergency created by the entry of the United 
States into the terrible conflict of the World War, 
Mr. Dempsey enlisted in the United States Army 
and was assigned to duty with the famous 308th 
Field Artillery. Upon his return to civilian status, 
he at once resumed his duties as a citizen, with 
renewed vigor, so that today he is spoken of as 
one of the most progressive men in Morristown. 

Mr. Dempsey has been almost equally active in 
his club and social life, for he is affiliated frater- 
nally with the Knights of Columbus, fourth de- 
gree; the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks; and he is also a member of the Spring 
Brook Country Club; and the American Legion. 
In his work in connection with his business, he is 
an active member of the Morristown Chamber of 
Commerce, 

Louis F. Dempsey, Jr., married, June 25, 1925, 
Clara V. Lade, a daughter of Charles L. and 
Catherine M. (Marron) Lade. Mr. and Mrs. 
Dempsey are the parents of one child, a son: 
Louis F. Dempsey (3), who was born on April 
19, 1926. Mr. Dempsey and his family maintain 
their residence in Morristown. 


WILLIAM FRANKLIN ALLSHESKEY— 
From tinsmith to harness-maker, and from har- 
ness-maker to retail hardware and radio dealer is 
the business record of William Franklin All- 
sheskey, of Bernardsville, who has also been presi- 
dent of the board of health for two years, and a 
former chief of the local fire department. Mr. 
Allsheskey has built up a large business clientele, 
and as a leader in secret work enjoys a deserved 
popularity among his neighbors. 

William Franklin Allsheskey was born in Fred- 
erick, Maryland, December 4, 1870, the son of 
Theodore and Fanny (Conrad) Allsheskey. His 
father, now deceased, was a native of New York 
City and for years was superintendent of the city 
reservoir at Albany, New York. His mother, 
born at Frederick in 1845, is still living. Mr. All- 
sheskey was educated in the public schools of 
Frederick, and entered upon his career there as a 
tinsmith, which trade he followed two years. De- 
ciding that the opportunities were better in the 


trade of harness-making, he went into that line, 


and until 1898 was thus engaged in Frederick, at 
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which time he removed to Bernardsville, New 
Jersey, and opened the same kind of business with 
his brother, Charles E., under the firm name of 
Allsheskey Brothers. The business prospered 
under their management, but in 1923 the interest 
of Charles E. Allsheskey was purchased by Miss 
A. J. Allen, formerly the bookkeeper of Allsheskey 
Brothers, who thereupon became the partner of 
William Franklin and has since greatly added to 
the success and prestige of the business. At the 
same time this change was made, it was decided 
to discontinue the harness feature, so the stock in 
this line was sold out, and retail hardware, radio 
and stoves were carried exclusively. 

In addition to his many duties connected with 
his business, Mr. Allsheskey takes an active inter- 
est in all civic matters pertaining to the advance- 
ment of his community. For five years he was an 
overseer of the poor (1913-1918). In 1924, he was 
appointed by Mayor George D. Cross as member 
of the board of health and was elected vice-presi- 
dent; he eventually succeeded Haley Fiske, Jr., 
as president, which position he still fills with great 
credit to himself and the community. For many 
years Mr. Allsheskey has been connected with the 
fire department, and in his capacity as chief, did 
much to reduce the fire hazard in Bernardsville. 

Mr. Allsheskey’s political preference is with 
the Republican party. He is very prominent in 
fraternal circles, being a past master of Congdon 
Lodge, No. 201, of Bernardsville, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons; past councillor of the Junior 
Order United American Mechanics; has been 
through all of the chairs of the Modern Woodmen 
of America; is a member of the Ancient Order 
of United Workmen, and of Lodge No. 263, Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows. In religious af- 
fairs he is a member of the Protestant Episcopal 
church. 

William Franklin Allsheskey married, June 14, 
1899, Ida E. Clover, daughter of William and 
Lena (Mass) Clover, of Irvington, New Jersey, 
both deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Allsheskey are 
the parents of four children: 1. Ethel E. 2. 
Vera R. 3. Mildred M. 4. Sylvia G. 


HUGH K. GASTON—A prominent member 
of the legal profession in his native community, 
Hugh K. Gaston, of Somerville, Somerset County, 
New Jersey, is also most active in local affairs of 
civic, business and financial character, and has 
served the town in past years in a responsible pub- 
lic capacity. 

The son of Hugh M. Gaston, one of the most 
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prominent lawyers throughout this section of the 
State in his generation, and Frances M. (Prevost) 
Gaston, Hugh K. Gaston was born August I0, 
1858, in Somerville, Somerset County, New Jersey. 
He derived his earlier education as a student in 
the local public schools, and subsequently at a 
boarding school. His studies completed, so far as 
institutions were concerned, the youth became asso- 
ciated with the law offices of his father, wherein he 
applied himself most energetically to acquirement 
of the knowledge essential to one of his chosen pro- 
fession. In 1880 Mr. Gaston was duly admitted to 
practice at the bar of Somerset County, and in 
1888 began his career as an attorney and counsel- 
lor-at-law. The legal practice of Mr. Gaston while 
of a general character, nevertheless tends some- 
what to specialization, inasmuch as he is fre- 
quently called upon to attend to the affairs of es- 
tates, which responsibilities require an attorney of 
exceptional ability to properly serve the interests of 
the parties involved. Since 1893 Mr. Gaston has 
been attorney for the Raritan Savings Bank, of 
which institution he is a member of its board of 
directors; is also attorney and member of the board 
of directors of the Cott-a-Lapp Company; and has 
been treasurer of the Somerville Water Company 
since 1881, and likewise a stockholder and member 
of its board of directors. Exceptionally public 
spirited, Mr. Gaston consistently displays an ut- 
most interest in all matters pertaining to the wel- 
fare of the community, and was for some time 
directly in the service of Somerville as a member 
of the board of commissioners. Mr. Gaston holds 
membership in both the Somerset County and New 
Jersey Bar associations, and is also a member of 
Raritan Valley Country Club. He is a consistent 
member of the St. John’s Episcopal Church. 

Hugh K. Gaston was united in marriage, in 1888, 
to Susan Cammann, who died in the month of 
February, 1919. He maintains his residence at No. 
168 West Cliff Street, and the law offices of Gas- 
ton & Cranmer, of which Mr. Gaston is senior 
member, are located in the Trust Company Build- 
ing at Somerville, New Jersey. 





LEWIS J. COX, JR.—The Cox family has 
long been a prominent one of Sussex County, New 
Jersey, and one especially noted for the great age 
attained by the members thereof. Since the great- 
grandfather of Lewis J. Cox, Jr., Nicholas I. Cox, 
migrated to Sussex County, where he reached the 
age of eighty-six, his descendants have ever been 
foremost in all affairs instrumental in bringing 
this section of New Jersey to one of the most pros- 
perous in the Nation. Lewis J. Cox, Jr., vice- 
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president of the William W. Woodward Hard- 
ware Company, of Newton, has been with that con- 
cern since leaving school, at the age of sixteen, 
and to his efforts can be credited much of the suc- 
cess attained by his firm. _ 

Nicholas I. Cox, who founded this line of the 
family in Sussex County, migrated there and set- 
tled in Hardyston Township. Here he lived until 
his death, at the advanced age of eighty-six, 
where the following children were born: 1. Maria. 
2. James, of whom further. 3. Experience. 4. 
Elizabeth. 5. Merviah. 6. Rebecca. 7. Nicholas. 
8. William. 9. McCoy. 

James Cox, second child and eldest son of Nich- 
olas I. Cox, was born in Hardyston Township and 
removed to Wantage Township, where he spent 
his life as a farmer, and where he died at the age 
of ninety-two. He married Sarah Jane Wilson, 
daughter of William and Sarah (McCamly) Wil- 
son, and their children were: 1. William Win: 
John M. 3. Emily. 4. Lewis J., of whom further. 
5. Adelia. 6. Merviah. 

Lewis J. Cox, Sr., fourth child of James and 
Sarah Jane (Wilson) Cox, was born in Wantage 
Township, August 22, 1842, and lived on his father’s 
farm until he reached manhood. He served in the 
Union Army for nine months of the Civil War, 
having enlisted in Newark, in 1862. He was 
mustered in on September 19, of that year, serving 
with Company H, 27th New Jersey Regular 
Infantry, until July 2, 1863, when he was mustered 
out with the rank of sergeant. He returned to 
Wantage, where he remained for two years before 
removing to Deckertown, now Sussex. He joined 
his brother in conducting a general store under 
the name of W. W. Cox & Brother. Four years 
later he sold his interest in this store in order to 
devote his time to farming, having purchased a 
farm in Wantage Township. Here he tilled the 
soil for thirty years, and is now living, retired, 
with his son, Lewis J. Cox, Jr., in Newton. 
Lewis J. Cox, Sr., is a past commander of Captain 
Gregg Post, Grand Army of the Republic, New- 
ton. He married, February 26, 1868, Margaret 
DeWitt, daughter of James and Mary (Carr) 
DeWitt, who passed away December 31, I910. 
To them were born three children: 1. Grace, 
died at the age of eighteen months. 2. Martin J., 
twin to Lewis J., Jr., born January 2, 1875; mar- 
ried Nellis Fotens, and they have one daughter, 
Mary Margaret; they reside in Newton. 3. 
Lewis J., Jr., (twin) of whom further. 

Lewis J. Cox, Jr., was born in Wantage Town- 
ship, January 2, 1875, where he attended the 
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public schools. At sixteen, he entered the hard- 
ware store of William W. Woodward, at Newton, 
where he has continued since. Mr. Cox, by con- 
stant devotion to duty, has become a member of the 
firm, now holding the office of vice-president. 
He is the traveling representative of the William 
W. Woodward Hardware Company, and has made 
the company known throughout the territory in 
which it operates. 

Mr. Cox, while giving his business interests 
constant loyalty and devotion, has also cooperated 
with his fellow citizens in movements of interest 
to the general public, having been especially active 
in fraternal circles. In the Masonic order, he holds 
membership in Harmony Lodge, No. 8, Free and 
Accepted Masons; Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, 
Royal Arch Masons, and the Tall Cedars of 
Lebanon. The Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, Knights of Pythias and the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows also have benefited by his 
active participation in their proceedings. Mr. Cox 
and his family attend the Presbyterian Church. 

On February 6, 1901, Lewis J. Cox, Jr., married 
Emma Lelia Barber, daughter of William Barber. 
They retain their residence at No. 4 Franklin 
Street, Newton. 


FLOYD DICKISON—A worthy descendant of 
Isaac Dickisson, or Dickinson, founder of the 
family of that name in America, members of 
which have contributed to the prosperity and 
development of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
and have fought effectually for the preservation 
of the Union, was Floyd Dickison, who main- 
tained with fine result the family tradition, so 
closely allied with the noble vocation of farming, 
especially in Northwestern New Jersey, where the 
Dickisons and the Dickersons—variant spellings 
of the same root family—are people of influence 
and station. 

Isaac Dickisson, who seems to have been the 
American progenitor of the family, arrived on these 
shores after serving as an impressed “seaman” at 
the age of ten years on board a ship out of Eng- 
land, bound for America, he having been found at 
play on the deck as the vessel was tied up in 
port. He served his time to a master on land 
until he was twenty-one, when he fully intended 
to return to his native country; but instead enlisted 
for service in the Revolutionary War. Once he 
met face to face one of his brothers, a soldier in 
the English army, and they had some conversa- 
tion. When the war ended, he feared to return to 
England, thinking he might be disciplined for 
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aiding the Colonials’ cause. He married and set- 
tled in Stillwater, Sussex County, New Jersey. 
He is said to have lived to the extremely great 
age of 101 years and six months. Children: 1. 
James W., whose wife Barbara bore him five 
children: John, married Elizabeth Van Horn, and 
had eleven children; George, married Sarah Hill, 
and had seven children; William, married Ann 
Utt, and had five children; Margaret, married 
George Eaton, and had one child; James, married 
Rebecca Utt, sister of Ann Utt, and had five 
children. 2. Philip, born in Hawley, Pennsyl- 
vania, married Anna Warner, and had three 
children. 3. Isaac. 4. Aaron, removed to the 
West, and there is no further record of them. 5. 
Abraham, born in New Jersey, died in New 
London, Minnesota. He had lived in Susque- 
hanna County, Pennsylvania, and Ogle County, 
Illinois, and was a pioneer resident of Pope 
County, Minnesota, serving as justice of the 
peace, assessor and public school teacher. He is 
said to have been a grandson of General Phil- 
mon, and if this be correct, his father, Isaac Dick- 
isson, Sr., married a daughter of the general. 6. 
Margaret, married Frederick Decker. 

Mason Dickison, son of John Dickisson, and 
great-grandson of Isaac Dickisson, the founder, 
married Alice Samantha Garris. Their family 
included a son, Floyd, of whom further. 

Floyd Dickison, son of Mason and Alice Sa- 
mantha (Garris) Dickison, was born in Walpack, 
New Jersey, August 31, 1874. He received his 
education at the Millbrook School, and in his 
school years prepared himself on his father’s farm 
to engage in agricultural pursuits on his own 
account. Soon he was in possession of his own 
farm, in the development of which to a high state 
of cultivation he demonstrated the true Dickison 
enterprise and managerial ability. As an adjunct 
of his general farming project he began to engage 
extensively in the buying and selling of cattle, until 
he brought this department of business to a point 
of marked prosperity. Farming did not, however, 
alone command the entire attention of Mr. Dick- 
ison, for he found time to devote to the public 
interests. In 1913 and 1914 he served as steward 
of the Sussex County almshouse, and in that 
position was enabled to save a considerable sum of 
money to the county through his wisely and eco- 
nomically, but not niggardly, administering the 
details of his department. 

In political alliance, Mr. Dickison was of the 
Democratic faith, He was affiliated with the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and Farmers 
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Enterprise Grange, No. 165, Patrons of Hus- 
bandry. He was a member and generous sup- 
porter of the Newton Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Mr. Dickison married, February 7, 1900, at 
Summit, New Jersey, Mary Amelia Wainwright, 
daughter of Abraham V. and Martha A. (Van 
Gorden) Wainwright. Children: Pearl Syreata, 
born December 16, 1901; Ruth Viola, born July 
9, 1903; Mildred Frances born October 7, 1906; 
and Snyder Webster, born July 5, 1915. The 
first three-named daughters are engaged in teach- 
ing school. The father of this family, Floyd 
Dickison, died at his home on Mill Street, Newton, 
New Jersey, November 16, 1916. He was sur- 
vived at the time of his death by his widow, four 
children, and three sisters, Mrs. Frederick B. Cob- 
bett and Mrs. Elizabeth Wicks, of Morristown, 
New Jersey; Mrs. William Depew, of Chatham, 
New Jersey; and four brothers, Philip, of New- 
ton, New Jersey; Elias, of Middletown, New 
York; Fred, of Unionville, New York; and John, 
of Port Mercer, New Jersey. 


WALTER K. CRATER—Ever active in all 
matters pertaining to the best interests of the 
community, Walter K. Crater, deputy county 
clerk of Somerset County, is a native of the county 
and of the town of Somerville, where he resides. 
The grandfather of Mr. Crater was the founder of 
the family in Somerset County, and was named 
Isaac. Henry Crater, son of Isaac Crater, mar- 
ried Elizabeth King. 

Walter K. Crater, son of Henry and Elizabeth 
(King) Crater, was born December 21, 1876, in 
Somerville, Somerset County, New Jersey. After 
receiving a thorough education in the public 
schools of the community, the youth entered the 
dry goods and furnishings establishment conducted 
by a cousin, William H. Potter, in the town of 
Spring Lake, and therewith acquired a practical 
business training which stood him in good stead in 
after life. He remained with Mr. Potter for a 
period of one year, and then, desirous of acquir- 
ing some experience without the confines of his 
home town, took up residence in New York City, 
where he secured a position as clerk, and after- 
wards as a salesman with the dry goods jobbing 
firm of Dunham & Buckley with which concern 
he was actively identified for several years. Con- 
vinced that his varied experience afforded a sub- 
stantial ground work in preparation for a com- 
mercial career, he then returned to Somerville 
and, desiring to locate in his home town, he was 
approached by Frederick G. Thomas with a 
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proposition to purchase Nevius-Hall & Company, 
a clothing store, then operating in Somerville. 
The firm of Thomas & Company was organized 
for the purchase and Mr. Thomas not having 
sufficient funds, interested Mr. Crater, Mrs. 
Crater, his mother, as guardian, supplying much 
of the capital with the intention that later Mr. 
Crater would become a partner in the firm. After 
a period of five years, however, he decided to 
engage in the mercantile business on his own 
account. He accordingly opened up an enter- 
prise in New Brunswick, New Jersey, having as 
an associate, Mr. T. Carter Hagaman, whose inter- 
est Mr. Crater eventually acquired, thereafter 
operating the store under the name of W. K. 
Crater until 1910. His health having become pre- 
carious in the latter year, Mr. Crater disposed of 
the business, and removed to the outskirts of 
Somerville, upon a small farm, where he lived 
in virtual retirement for one year, during which 
time he exercised the utmost care of his physical 
condition to enable him to regain a robust con- 
stitution. Finally, in 1911, believing that he had 
sufficiently recovered from his bodily ills, he quit- 
ted the farm to again become a resident of New 
York City, his return to that metropolis having 
been the result of negotiations with the Standard 
Paint Company. Mr. Crater was connected with 
the New York offices of that company for eight 
years thereafter, and was then obliged to sever 
the connection owing to a recurrence of illness. 
Subsequently, he sought and obtained a position 
with the New Jersey Tobacco Company, and was 
later connected with the firm of Eckerson & Com- 
pany, at Jersey City, in the capacity of credit man. 
He retained the latter position until 1923, when the 
authorities appointed Mr. Crater to the office of 
deputy county clerk, and, since the beginning of 
the illness and death of the incumbent, Mr. Voor- 
hees, Mr. Crater has shouldered the entire respon- 
sibility of not only his own office, but that of his 
chief, in whose election Mr. Crater was a factor, 
inasmuch as he spoke and was otherwise active in 
his behalf during the campaign. A staunch Re- 
publican, Mr. Crater has been an important factor 
in political affairs of the community in general. 
He is also most active in the interest of his church, 
the First Reformed, and is a former president of 
the consistory board of that church. 

On June 27, 1906, Walter K. Crater married 
Florence N. Hall, a lifelong resident of Somerville, 
and the daughter of a doctor. The couple main- 
tain their residence at No. 20 West Cliff Street, 
Somerville, New Jersey. 
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FREDERICK ALLAN POPE—To the inter- 
ests of the legal profession of this State and far 
beyond its borders, and in particular as a trial 
attorney, Frederick A. Pope has rendered a serv- 
ice whose benefits are recognized in his outstand- 
ing record as counsel for many prominent cor- 
porations, and in both whose professional practice 
and civic office he has invariably been accorded the 
esteem and good will of his associates, his patrons 
and the general public. 

Frederick A. Pope, a son of Charles S. and 
Louisa J. (Todd) Pope, was born August Io, 
1874, in Dunellen, where he attended the public 
schools. Preparing for his profession in the New 
Jersey Law School, he was graduated there in 1806 
receiving admission to the bar in February of that 
year. From 1900 to 1905 he held the office of 
assistant prosecuting attorney, and that of prose- 
cutor from 1910 to 1915. He is a member of the 
State and County Bar associations, and one of the 
leading advocates at the bar, his practice is de- 
voted to trial work. He is counsel for the fol- 
lowing named firms: Sisser Brothers; Fidelity 
and Deposit Company, of Maryland; W. H. H. 
Wyckoff Co.; Maryland Casualty Company; Inter- 
national Harvesting Company; Swift and Com- 
pany, and United States Fidelity and Guaranty, of 
Maryland; Tidewater Oil Sales Company, and 
many others. 

Mr. Pope is also a stockholder in the Second 
National Bank; treasurer and director of the As- 
bestos-Phaltum Company, the Botanical Manufac- 
turing Company; and of the Motor Sales Corpora- 
tion; and he is owner of the Finderne Estates. 

A Republican in his political views, and active 
in civic matters, Mr. Pope was for a quarter of a 
century one of the better known campaign orators, 
covering the entire State and speaking in every 
town and hamlet of the State. He conducts a 
farm of eighty-five acres at Mount Pleasant, where 
he makes his home. 

Mr. Pope is also prominent in fraternal organi- 
zations, and he is a Past Master of Solomon 
Lodge, No. 46, Free and Accepted Masons; mem- 
ber of Keystone Chapter, No. 25, Royal Arch Ma- 
sons; Trenton Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scot- 
tish Rite; Salaam Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; and Tall Cedars of 
Lebanon; also of Lodge No. 1068, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, as charter member, Past 
Exalted Ruler, District Deputy, Past State Presi- 
dent, and, indeed, one of the foremost men in this 
order in the State. He is also a member of Wash- 
ington Camp, Patriotic Order Sons of America, in 
which he has been active since 1896. In 1900-01 he 
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was State President of this order, from 1912 to 
1914 he was its National President, and for eight 
years he was a member of the National Executive 
Committee. A member of Lodge of the Castle, 
No. 82, Knights of Pythias; he is a Past Chancel- 
lor of Lodge of the Castle, was Grand Chancellor 
in 1922-23; for seventeen years he was a member 
of the Grand Tribunal of the order, and he is now 
chairman of the Grand Lodge Charity Fund Com- 
mission. He is also a member of the Independent 
Order of Foresters. Mr. Pope is now counsel for 
Bridgewater Township. His religious fellowship 
is with the Second Reformed Dutch Church, and 
he served one term as a member of its Consistory. 

Frederick A. Pope married, January 17, I901, 
Jennie Stryker Crouse, of Raritan, daughter of 
Southard and Elizabeth (Stryker) Crouse, both 
deceased. Their children: Ethel and Frederick A., 
Jr., both deceased in early childhood. 


EDWIN HOWARD BLAKESLEE—To those 
who produce the food of the country the Nation 
owes a debt which it owes to no other class of its 
busy, composite population. Without those sturdy, 
skilled agriculturists, dairymen, and poultrymen, 
who cooperate with nature in the task of feeding 
the world, all other activities would be crippled 
and finally cease. The food-producing portion of 
the Nation must always be its foundation, and in 
no other calling is more of ability and sound judg- 
ment needed than in that of the farmer, who must 
always do his work in partnership with the un- 
certain elements, and when his crop is produced 
must still deal with an uncertain and fluctuating 
market. Among those who are raising crops and 
conducting dairy operations in Sussex County is 
Edwin Howard Blakeslee, whose farm is located 
in Hampton Township. 

Mr. Blakeslee is a descendant of the Blakeslee 
family of Connecticut, tracing descent from Jacob 
Blakeslee, a native of Connecticut, who migrated 
to Monroe County, Pennsylvania, where he was 
one of the pioneer settlers, and where he died. 
Jacob Blakeslee, the pioneer of Monroe County, 
had a son Jacob (2), who was born in Monroe 
County, and died there at the age of seventy-four 
years. His children were: Frank, of further 
mention; Austin, Stuart, Melvin, Albert, Cora, 
Rachel, Nellie, Harriet, and Anna. 

Frank Blakeslee, son of Jacob (2) Blakeslee, 
was born in Monroe County, Pennsylvania, at- 
tended the local public schools, and then engaged 
in farming there. He is still following that occu- 
pation in Monroe County, where he is one of the 
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substantial citizens of that section. He married 
Jennie Torbet, and they became the parents of the 
following children: Virginia, known as Dr. Blake- 
slee, who is a missionary stationed in Africa; Al- 
bert; Austin; Edwin Howard, of further mention; 
Clara; Jerome; Jacob; Torbet; Harriet. 

Edwin Howard Blakeslee, son of Frank and 
Jennie (Torbet) Blakeslee, was born in Monroe 
County, Pennsylvania, December 27, 1888. With 
the boys of his neighborhood he attended the local 
district school, receiving there the practical edu- 
cation which prepared him for his later active 
career. When his school training was completed 
he remained at home and assisted with the work of 
the farm until he was twenty-four years of age. 
He then entered the employ of the F. W. Wool- 
worth Company as a carpenter of fixtures, and 
that connection he maintained for a period of five 
years, at the end of which time, in 1919, he pur- 
chased the farm known as the old Dr. Smith farm. 
This is a fine farm of 209 acres of valuable land 
adjoining the J. Martin Course farm near Halsey. 
Mr. Blakeslee has a fine herd of about fifty cattle, 
and is known as one of the progressive farmers of 
his section of the county. He believes in having 
the best possible stock and the best possible equip- 
ment, and with these he obtains the best possible 
results, giving to the conduct of his farming and 
dairying operations the scientific care, the business 
ability, and the sound judgment which are the 
essentials of success in any line of business activ- 
ity. Fraternally, he is affiliated with Newton 
Lodge, No. 1512, and his religious affiliation is 
with the Balesville Christian Church. 





GEORGE B. FISHER—For fifty-six years 
George B. Fisher has been the owner and propri- 
etor of the well known harnessmaking shop in 
Sparta, where he is still (1926) actively engaged in 
business. He is one of the best known and most 
highly respected citizens of this section of Sussex 
County, and throughout his long period of resi- 
dence in this community has been actively inter- 
ested in local public affairs. He served as justice 
of the peace for Sparta Township for twenty-two 
years, and has always been ready to contribute to 
the advancement of the interests of the com- 
munity in which he resides and in which he con- 
ducts his business. 

The great-grandfather of Mr. Fisher was born 
in Germany and came to this country at an early 
age. He reared a family of children among whom 
was George Fisher. George Fisher was twice 
married and became the father of seventeen chil- 
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dren, all of whom lived to maturity, and all of the 
sons of whom were successful farmers of Hunter- 
don County, New Jersey, and members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. John Fisher, son 
of George, and father of George B., was a child 
of the first marriage. He was a prominent farmer 
of Hunterdon County, where he died at the age of 
seventy-six years. He was widely known in the 
section of Hunterdon County in which he lived as 
an able business man, a skilled agriculturist, and 
a public-spirited citizen. He married Elizabeth 
Miller, and they were the parents of the following 
children: 1. Smith M., who died at Sparta, Sus- 
sex County, New Jersey. 2. William. 3. Rachel. 
4. John. 5. Mary Ann. 6. George B., of further 
mention. All of the above are now (1926) de- 
ceased except the youngest. 

George B. Fisher, youngest child of John and 
Elizabeth (Miller) Fisher, was born in Hunterdon 
County, New Jersey, September 3, 1839, and re- 
ceived his education in the local public schools, 
and after being engaged in farming for a time 
apprenticed himself to Robert R. Smith, of Rea- 
ville, Hunterdon County, to learn the trade of the 
harness maker. For the first year he was to 
receive instruction and twenty-five dollars a year, 
which sum was to be increased by five dollars 
extra for each succeeding year. He remained 
with Mr. Smith for a period of five years, and 
after completing his apprenticeship followed his 
trade for a time at Clinton, New Jersey, where his 
mother spun the flax for his threads. In 1861 he 
engaged in business at Centreville, in Hunterdon 
County, and for nine years successfully continued 
his business enterprise there. At the end of that 
time he sold out and removed to Sparta, Sussex 
County, New Jersey. That was in 1870, and dur- 
ing the fifty-six years which have passed since 
that time he has been continuously engaged in 
business here. He is the oldest harness maker 
in the State of New Jersey, and during his long 
period of activity he has made fine sets of harness 
for the most prominent families of New York 
City, Newark, and other cities, doing these special 
pieces of work along with the management of his 
large local trade. In those days well-to-do families 
were proud of their specially made sets of harness, 
and a skilled artisan in this line was likely to be 
much sought. The present automobile has con- 
signed that custom to oblivion apparently, as it has 
also made harness-making one of the precarious 
occupations of modern times, but Mr. Fisher still 
is busy in his shop and many odd jobs of repairing 
help to atone for the steadily decreasing demand 
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for the product of his craft. Mr. Fisher has al- 
ways taken an interest in local public affairs and 
has always been willing to bear his share of the 
burdens of public office. For twenty-two years he 
served as justice of the peace for Sparta Town- 
ship, during which time he was from time to time 
associated with all the old and prominent attorneys 
of Newton. He also served as a member of the 
town committee, and by his sound judgment and 
earnest interest did much for the community. He 
has been a member of the Ogdensburg Lodge, 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, for thirty- 
five years, and his religious affiliation is with the 
Presbyterian Church of Sparta, which he served 
for many years as a member of the board of 
trustees, and which he is now serving as elder. 
He is one of the best known and most highly 
respected citizens of Sparta, and one of its “good 
men.” 

George B. Fisher was married to Ella C. Phil- 
lips, of Reaville, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, 
daughter of John H. Phillips. She died October 
4, 1904, and is buried at Sparta, New Jersey. Mr. 
and Mrs. Fisher became the parents of two chil- 
dren: 1. John H., who is engaged in the real 
estate business in Youngstown, Ohio. 2. Lillian, 
who married Edwin Leslie Decker, chief clerk of 
the Central Railroad Company’s office in New 
York City. They have two daughters: Marion 
and Katherine. 


WILSON J. SIMPSON—Wilson J. Simpson, 
prominent dairy farmer, churchman, and a sponsor 
of high educational ideals in his community, 
Hardyston Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
is a member of a highly respected pioneer family 
of that community. 

James Simpson, grandfather of Wilson J. Simp- 
son, was for many years engaged as a farmer in 
Sussex County. His son, Eben T. Simpson, a 
native of Hardyston Township, Sussex County, 
was a resident of that section for a number of 
years, but removed to Wayne County, Pennsyl- 
vania, for a time, and also resided for some time at 
Port Jervis, Orange County, New York State. 
He eventually returned to New Jersey, first locat- 
ing in his native county, then residing for a while 
in Montague Township, and afterward removed to 
Hardyston Township, where he engaged in farm- 
ing and thus continued until his death at the ad- 
vanced age of eighty-five years. He married 
Charity A. Terwilliger, and to them were born 
the following children: Elizabeth, who married 
E. C. Blauvelt; George, now deceased; Wilson J., 
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of whom more later; Edith, deceased; Blanche, 
who married William Warner. 

Wilson J. Simpson, son of Eben T. and Charity 
A. (Terwilliger) Simpson, was born in Wayne 
County, Pennsylvania, on November 23, 1875. He 
attended school at Port Jervis, New York, and in 
Montague Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
and also in Hardyston Township and at Hamburg. 
He continued on the farm of his father, which he 
purchased in 1907, and has since that year success- 
fully conducted a dairy business on the farm, 
which is one of the show places of Sussex County, 
and comprises 174 acres of fine land. 

Wilson J. Simpson is not only a successful and 
highly respected farmer and business man. A 
sincere Christian, he is an active factor in the af- 
fairs of the Episcopal Church at Hamburg, and 
is an officer thereof. His interest in the advance- 
ment of education is evidenced by the fact that Mr. 
Simpson has served for a period of four years as 
a member of the Hardyston Township School 
Board. He is affiliated with the lodge of the 
Junior Order of United American Mechanics. 

On October 16, 1902, Wilson J. Simpson mar- 
ried Mary Eva Jones, daughter of Benjamin and 
Eleanore (Benjamin) Jones. Before her marriage 
Mrs. Simpson was a teacher in the public schools 
of Sussex County for more than ten years. Mr. 
and Mrs. Simpson are the parents of two sons: I. 
Harry, who married Una Brooks, and resides on 
the homestead farm, where he is associated with 
his father in the operation of the dairy business, 
he was educated at Rutgers College. 2. Ralph, 
who is unmarried, also resides at the home of his 
parents. 


ALFRED ROBBINS—Few of the citizens of 
Middleville, Sussex County, New Jersey, are bet- 
ter known than is Alfred Robbins, proprietor of 
the general store in Middleville, which is conducted 
under the name of A. Robbins and Son. Previous 
to the time of his purchase of the general store 
Mr. Robbins was for some fifty years a first class 
carpenter, and was known for his excellent work 
and for his sound business methods. 

The Robbins family has been resident in Sussex 
County since pre-Revolutionary days, and the 
great-grandfather of Mr. Robbins served in that 
conflict. Charles Robbins, the grandfather, was a 
resident of Frankford Township, Sussex County, 
where he was employed at various kinds of work 
by the day. He died in Sandyston at the age of 
ninety-four years, having survived his wife, Han- 
nah (Spangenberg) Robbins. They were the par- 
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ents of children: Stephen; Dillie Ryker; Jane 
Transue; Sarah Kays; John; Joseph; and Patrick. 

Patrick Robbins, son of Charles and Hannah 
(Spangenberg) Robbins, was born in Frankford 
Township and received his education in the pub- 
lic schools of his native district. He was engaged 
in farming in Hampton Township throughout his 
active career and spent his last years with his son, 
Alfred, in Stillwater Township, where he died at 
the age of eighty-seven years. He married Nancy 
Staley, a daughter of Philip Staley, and they were 
the parents of one child, Alfred Robbins, of whom 
further. 

Alfred .Robbins, son of Patrick and Nancy 
(Staley) Robbins, was born in Hampton Town- 
ship, Sussex County, New Jersey, September 14, 
1850, and received a good practical education in 
the local public schools. When his school training 
was completed he learned the carpenter’s trade, 
which he followed for nearly fifty years. He was 
energetic and skilled in his trade, and he was 
also thrifty, and as the years passed he saw to it 
that a fair share of his earnings was saved for 
investment in a business of his own. In 1902, he 
purchased the general store at Middleville of 
Oscar Andrews, and since that time has, in asso- 
ciation with his son Victor, been successfully con- 
ducting a thriving business under the name of A. 
Robbins and Son. He is a Democrat in politics, 
and is well known in Middleville and vicinity as a 
good citizen and an able business man. He is an 
active member of the Stillwater Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, in the work of which he is always 
interested. He has many friends who hold him in 
very high esteem. 

Alfred Robbins was married, at Stillwater, to 
Martha A. Keen, daughter of Peter and Rhoda 
(Schoonver) Keen, and they became the parents 
of the following children: 1. Carrie, who married 
(first) Dr. Dalrymple; (second) Raymond Mains, 
and resides in Warren County, New Jersey. 2. 
Victor, who is associated with his father in the 
general store and is also postmaster of Middle- 
ville and a director of the Newton Trust Company. 
3. Mary, who married Milton Suthard, employed 
as station agent at Franklin, New Jersey. 


LOUIS PREVOST GASTON—A prominent 
member of the industrial and social life of Somer- 
ville, Mr. Gaston has, after many years of diligent 
work in his chosen field, of which he was the founder 
of a highly successful engineering firm, retired 
from active business affairs, and is enjoying the 
comforts which are the fruits of such labors. He 
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is the son of a highly esteemed father, recently 
deceased, and like his father, the son has main- 
tained his interest and activity in community 
affairs. 

Mr. Gaston was born in, Som: ville, where his 
father, Hugh M. Gaston, had be ome firmly estab- 
lished in the practice of law fur many years. Mr. 
Gaston, senior, came to Somerville with his par- 
ents when he was about three years of age. He 
studied law with Judge Brown, was admitted to 
the bar in September, 1840, and opened his Office 
in his father’s grocery store. He received his 
counsellor’s license in 1843. Hugh M. Gaston drew 
up the charter for the town of Somerville, and was 
a member of its first Board of Commissioners. As 
a lawyer he gained an enviable reputation for in- 
tegrity and probity, and it is said that he would 
never take a case unless he sincerely believed there 
was a wrong to be redressed or a person had been 
falsely accused. In 1857 he was appointed prose- 
cutor of the pleas, and faithfully served for fif- 
teen years. During the War of the Rebellion Mr. 
Gaston was military commissioner, and the first 
draft was conducted under his supervision. He 
married Frances Mallet-Prevost, of Frenchtown, 
New Jersey, in 1846, and the following children 
were born: 1. Mrs. Augustus Van Der Veer. 2. 
Dr. Mary E. Gaston. 3. Hugh K. Gaston, Esq. 4. 
Frances. 5. Louis P., of whom further. Mr. Gas- 
ton died in 1892 and received the eulogy of all the 
citizens of Somerville. 

Louis P. Gaston was born October 17, 1864, and 
received his primary education in the public school 
and high school of Somerville. In 1888 he was 
graduated from Lehigh University, where he re- 
ceived his degree of Civil Engineer. He did work 
in Somerville and throughout the State. He be- 
gan practice of his profession in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and later became associated with Mr. 
Duke as engineer for a great many of the latter’s 
undertakings and which the young engineer con- 
ducted with despatch and efficiency. In 1901 Mr. 
Gaston formed a partnership with Thomas Rich- 
ards and Elmer L. Richards, operating under the 
name of Richards & Gaston. In 1910 the firm was 
incorporated with Mr. Gaston as president. In 
1925 Mr. Gaston retired as president of Richards 
& Gaston, Inc., but remains on the board of di- 
rectors. ‘The business of the firm was primarily 
railroad construction, and the principal contracts 
which it holds are for double and four tracking 
for the Central of New Jersey, New York Central, 
the Lehigh Valley and Reading railroads. The 
firm has executed its two hundredth contract and 
has extensive operations in the Middle Atlantic and 
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Eastern States. The State highway bridge at 
North Branch, New Jersey, has just been com- 
pleted by the firm, and as a result of the construc- 
tion has received high commendation. At times 
more than 500 men are employed. Mr. Gaston has 
continued in his civic enterprises and is trustee of 
the Somerville Savings Bank, and member of the 
board of trustees of the Somerset Hospital. He 
has served on the school board of the town. He is 
affiliated with the American Society of Civil Engi- 
neers and the Railroad Club of New York. He 
‘belongs to the Raritan Valley Country Club, and 
is a member of the New Jersey Historical Society. 
With his family he attends the Unitarian church. 

Mr. Gaston married, September 5, 1805, Maude 
Safford, of Sharon, Massachusetts, daughter of 
Edward S. and Mary T. (Barney) Safford. Mrs. 
Gaston is very active in her community, belong- 
‘ing to the Library Association, the Civic League 
and the Red Cross Society, of which she is a vice- 
president. Mr. and Mrs. Gaston have the follow- 
ing children: 1. Kenneth S., in business in New 


York City. 2. Hugh M., with the graduate school 


of business faculty of Harvard University. 3. 
Mary M. P., an art student and graduate of Vas- 
sar College. 4. Beatrice M., in her first year at 
Vassar. 


JACOB A. STRUCK—If the men of any town 
who deal in plumbing, tinning and heating should, 
through some unforeseen circumstance, fail to reach 
their offices one morning at the usual time, and 
absent themselves without previous warning for 
several hours, the people who depend upon the 
things they sell would place an entirely new value 
upon their services. Jacob A. Struck conducts 
this kind of a business at Branchville, and Service, 
with a capital letter, is his watchword. Mr. Struck 
is a fine business man who has built up quite a 
business by fair dealing and industrious, intelli- 
gent effort; this was to have been expected from 
the fact that he is descended from Dutch ancestors 
—products of a country noted for its industry and 
the rugged honesty of its citizenry; people who 
live in constant danger of breaking dikes develop 
a character which is solid and dependable; so 
Mr. Struck is proud of his honored forebears. 

Jacob A. Struck was born August 3, 1893, at 
Paterson, the son of Jacob and Antoinette (Peck- 
ard) Struck. His father was also born there, and 
for many years was a policeman at that place, 
where he died at the age of sixty-seven. His 
mother is still diving. The father of the elder 
Struck was Gustave Struck, a native of Holland 
and landscape gardener who came to the United 
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States. Jacob Struck, Sr., and Antoinette (Peck- 
ard) Struck had eleven children, eight sons and 
three daughters. 

Mr. Struck attended the public schools in Pater- 
son, but on account of a desire to go to work 
early he did not pursue his studies further. He 
entered the plumbing trade, and has followed it 
ever since. He removed to Branchville in 1916 
and was employed by F. H. Lockhurner. By close 
application to his duties he was enabled to purchase 
the business in 1919, and since he has been by 
himself has built up a very satisfactory business. 

Mr. Struck’s value to his fellow citizens may be 
imagined from the statement that he is a member 
of the town council and of the board of education; 
and his popularity is attested by his active work 
in the following secret orders: Kittatinny Lodge, 
No. 164, Free and Accepted Masons, of Branch- 
ville; Newton Lodge, No. 1512, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks; and the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows. He is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church and is active in its committee 
works, and liberally supports its charity programs. 

In 1914, Mr. Struck was married to Emma J. 
Spoolstra, of Sparta, and they have two children: 
1. Martin. 2. Alberta Struck. 


LUTHER VOORHEES STRYKER—The 
position of title officer of a large guaranty and trust 
concern is one full of responsibilities, and calls for 
an unusual degree and amount of ability; it is es- 
sentially the work of a lawyer, although in a few 
cases laymen have followed its intricacies with 
gratifying success. Luther Voorhees Stryker, 
manager and assistant title officer of the Morris- 
town branch of the North Jersey Title Insurance 
Company, of Hackensack, New Jersey, at No. 20 
Washington Street, Morristown, practiced law suc- 
cessfully almost twenty years, doing a great deal of 
title examination work, before he ceased practicing 
and devoted his entire time and attention to the 
commercial title business. He is regarded as one 
of the most careful, expeditious and accurate title 
men in New Jersey, and his accomplishments have 
won him gratifying recognition from his contem- 
poraries and associates. 

Luther Voorhees Stryker proceeds from old-es- 
tablished families of culture and prominence on 
both sides of the house. He was born May 16, 
1874, at Millstone, Somerset County, New Jersey, 
son of William Conover and Cornelia Maria 
(Voorhees) Stryker, who are well remembered in 
this State as citizens of character and ideals. His 
father, a leading farmer, served in the Union Army 
during the Civil War, and rounded out a career of 
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great usefulness. Mr. Stryker attended the gram- 
mar school at Millstone, Somerset County, and 
graduated from the Somerville High School. Am- 
bitious to fathom some of the numerous mysteries 
of the law and apply its principles to the problem 
of getting a living, he was welcomed to the office 
of Richard Vliet Lindabury as a student on March 
1, 1892. He was in no hurry to obtain admission 
to the bar, and for more than seven years carefully 
read into musty volumes and pored over precedent- 
setting torts, while assisting his employer to the 
extent of giving himself a livelihood. At the June 
term of court in 1899 he offered himself for ex- 
amination, passed the tests and was admitted to 
practice before the New Jersey bar. His showing 
was such that he was admitted immediately as 
master and solicitor in Chancery by Chancellor 
McGill. He began his practice with his original 
employer and friend, R. V. Lindabury, and con- 
tinued with him when he formed the firm of Lin- 
dabury, Depue & Faulks, with offices in the Pru- 
dential Building, Newark. This association con- 
tinued with mutual advantage until March 1, 1919, 
when Mr. Stryker formed a connection with the 
title department of the Fidelity Trust Company in 
the capacity of State searcher and reader of titles. 
From March 1, 1919, to May I, 1921, he was con- 
nected with the New Jersey Title Guaranty & 
Trust Company of Jersey City, in the capacity ot 
title reader, and from May 1, 1921, to date he has 
been manager and assistant title officer of the North 
Jersey Title Insurance Company of Hackensack, 
with headquarters, as said above, at No. 20 Wash- 
ington Street, Morristown. 

Mr. Stryker has taken a commendable interest in 
civic affairs tending to upbuild his community and 
has engaged in a number of outside associations 
suitable to a cosmopolitan taste. He adheres to the 
principles of the Republican party, and for three 
years served as a member of the Millstone Bor- 
ough Council in Somerset County. For five years 
he was secretary, and three years trustee of finances 
of Hiawatha Council, No. 110, of the Junior Order 
United American Mechanics. His church mem- 
bership and attendance are with the Presbyterian 
Church of Morristown. He is a member of the 
Morris County Bar Association, the International 
Association of Rotary Clubs, of Morristown, the 
Tapkaow, Luncheon and Friday Evening clubs. 

Mr. Stryker married, at Millstone, April 21, 1903, 
Katherine Evangeline Hoagland, daughter of Isaac 
Van Nuys and Annie M. (Beardslee) Hoagland, 
members of a well-established connection, and their 
union has been blessed with two children: Anne 
B., born August 4, 1904, and Cornelia B. Stryker, 
January 13, 1912. 
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HENRY R. SPERLING, native of Boonton, 
enjoys the distinction of being the second youngest 
under sheriff Morris County, or New Jersey, ever 
had, and he is known as one of the best officers 
of any age. Mr. Sperling started his career at the 
Boonton Pharmacy under~the preceptorship of 
Charles E. Estler, principal owner, who later be- 
came sheriff. After having served some time as a 
drug clerk he was promoted to the position of 
junior pharmacist, and when Mr. Estler was made 
sheriff, Mr. Sperling went with him after five years 
of drug store experience, as a special deputy sheriff 
of Morris County. The election of sheriff was held 
in November, 1923, and Mr. Sperling was appointed 
early in 1924 as special deputy sheriff, and served 
the remainder of Sheriff Estler’s term, which ex- 
pired in November, 1926. Mr. Sperling was one of 
Mr. Beach’s most energetic and earnest supporters. 
When Sheriff Beach took office in November, 1926, 
he was thoroughly familiar with Mr. Sperling’s 
abilities and appointed him as under sheriff of 
Morris County at the age of twenty-three, and the 
young man’s subsequent performance has fully 
justified the judgment and confidence placed in 
him by his chief. Mr. Sperling was so thoroughly 
familiar with the duties of the position that he was 
retained as such when Sheriff Estler was succeeded 
by Sheriff William N. Beach, and he has continued 
serving with efficiency and popularity ever since. 

Henry R. Sperling was born at Boonton, New 
Jersey, December 31, 1902, son of Robert S. and 
Martha E. (Taylor) Sperling, both of whom are 
still living and are representatives of old New 
Jersey families. His father has charge of the 
plumbing department of the Delaware, Lackawanna 
& Western Railroad, and they live at Dover. Mr. 
Sperling received his education at the Boonton pub- 
lic schools, where he made the most of his oppor- 
tunities, and he has since added to his knowledge 
through the reading of helpful books. He is a 
valued and popular member of the United Sheriffs 
and Police Officers’ Association and the Junior 
Order of the United American Mechanics. The 
fact that he has started so auspiciously on his life 
work and has so many years before him is an indi- 
cation that he may look forward to an exceedingly 
bright future. 


JOHN J. SWENEY—Of good Irish blood, a 
native of Sussex County, and with the heritage of 
a jovial disposition, John J. Sweney was considered 
one of the most delightful hosts in this part of the 
State. He was widely known in the hotel business 
and had a large circle of friends and patrons who 
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contributed considerably to his eminent success. 
He was an active citizen in all community affairs, 
and was public-spirited and generous. His fellow- 
men respected and esteemed him highly. 

Born in Sussex, in Sussex County, John J. 
Sweney was the son of John and Hannah (Little) 
Sweney. His father was born in the North of Ire- 
land and decided to make the journey to America 
when he was a lad of fourteen years of age. He 
crossed the Atlantic and located at Sussex, taking 
up farming as a business later in his life, and liv- 
ing there until his death. His mother was born and 
brought up in Sussex. Four children were born to 
his parents, all sons: 1. Edward. 2. William C. 
'3, John J., of whom further. 4. Andrew. 

John J. Sweney received his education in the pub- 
lic schools and began a career for himself in the 
railroad company. He changed his work and be- 
came engaged in the hotel business, first at Og- 
densburg, Sussex County, by conducting the Og- 
densburg House for a considerable period of time, 
and then through the purchase of a hotel property 
on the opposite side of the street from his original 
enterprise, he opened his second and last house and 
called it the Sweney House. He was actively en- 
gaged in this business up to the time of his death, 
and made it famous for the comforts, the food and 
the service he gave to the transient or the permanent 
guest. He took an active part in the civic matters 
of Ogdensburg, and was a constructive as well as a 
financial help to many local activities. He only re- 
quested that the cause be a worthy and an honest 
one, needed for the welfare and benefit of the com- 
munity. He was exceedingly interested in the edu- 
cational questions of the town, and was a strong 
member of the Board of Education, greatly valued 
and appreciated by his fellow members. 

John J. Sweney married, in 1891, Mary Weaver, 
daughter of Amzie F. and Sarah Jane (Chamber- 
lain) Weaver, who lived in Ogdensburg. Two 
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Sweney: I. 
Leonard A., a graduate of the Newton High School, 
and of the New York Law School. He practiced 
law at Franklin, Sussex County, for a number of 
years, and is now associated as an attorney with 
the Erie Railroad Company, in the tax department 
of their New York office. He was admitted to the 
bar in June, 1915. He was recently elected to the 
honorable office of mayor of Ogdensburg, and is in 
office at this time. 2. Walter M., is living at home 
with his mother and assisting her in conducting the 
Sweney House. The family worship at the Pres- 
byterian Church, from which Mr. Sweney was 
buried October I, I915. 


176 


MONROE FERDINAND ELLIS—The lum- 
bering interests are among those which claim the 
time and attention of some of the leading men of 
Bernardsville, New Jersey, and one who has at- 
tained substantial and distinguished success in this 
field of operation is Mr. Ellis. As general man- 
ager of the Conkling Lumber Company he has 
skillfully supervised and guided the policies of the 
company throughout the years during which he has 
been identified with it to the advancement and ex- 
pansion of the concern. It was formed in 1872 by 
Oscar Conkling at Basking Ridge, New Jersey, and 
in 1902, after the death of its founder and its in- 
corporation, it was removed to. Bernardsville, where 
it has been located since. The plant covers an ex- 
tensive territory, and has a capacity for nearly a 
million feet of lumber. The frontage of the yards 
is 1,000 feet with 300 feet depth. There are facili- 
ties for storing a million and a half feet of lum- 
ber in the sheds and 1,000 tons of coal in the bins. 
The Conkling Lumber Company handles and pro- 
duces all kinds of building supplies and enjoys a 
county and State-wide market for the products. 
As one of the longest established lumber companies 
in the county it commands an influential position in 
the commercial world. Mr. Ellis has indelibly im- 
pressed his personality and his natural ability upon 
the minds of his associates and has taken a keen 
interest in the affairs of the community. 

M. F. Ellis was born at Fabius, Onondaga 
County, New York, a son of Rodney and Sabrina 
(Crandall) Ellis. He attended the local public 
schools of Fabius, Pompey and Homer, New York, 
and at an early age entered into his business ca- 
reer. Coming to Bernardsville in 1900, he has been 
continuously associated with the Conkling Lumber 
Company. After the death of the founder of this 
concern the estate managed it for a number of 
years, and in 1902 it was deemed advisable to in- 
corporate the business. Mr. Ellis was one of the 
incorporators, and was selected to fill the position 
of secretary, treasurer and general manager of the 
plant; M. C. Ellis was elected president, and F. C. 
Conkling was elected vice-president. It was at that 
time that the location of the concern was moved to 
Bernardsville. Since that time the business of the 
company has grown to its present volume, and its 
position in the trade can be attributed largely to 
Mr. Ellis’ efforts in that behalf. He has mani- 
fested an intense interest in the welfare of his com- 
munity and has been instrumental in promoting 
numerous enterprises for the public good of the 
residents and his associates. He was an organizer 
and the first president of the Bernardsville Na- 
tional Bank, and is still identified with the institu- 
tion as a member of its board of directors. He 


NORTHWESTERN NEW JERSEY 


was likewise a founder and first president of the 
first American bank in Panama. He has been one 
of the foremost men in the civic government since 
1903. Mr. Ellis personally is part owner in 115,000 
acres of valuable woods on the Bayano River, 
thirty miles from Panama City, consisting of ma- 
hogany, Spanish cedar and other tropical woods, 
all valuable. He has likewise been president of the 
Lumbermen’s Club for twenty-four years, and for 
two terms served as president of the New Jersey 
Lumber Association, as well as being a member of 
the board of directors of the organization for many 
years. He is prominently identified as a member 
and one of the organizers of the board of directors 
of the Mason Material Association of the State of 
New Jersey. In fraternal life, he holds all the in- 
termediate degrees up to and including the thirty- 
second in Scottish Rite Masonry. He is also a 
member of the Al-Koran Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, which he 
helped to form as a charter member. Mr. Ellis is 
president of the Basking Ridge Library Associ- 
ation, in addition to his numerous other interests. 
With his family he attends the Presbyterian Church 
of the community. 

Monroe Ferdinand Ellis married Mary C. Conk- 
ling, daughter of Oscar and Phoebe E. (Guerin) 
Conkling, of Basking Ridge and Bernardsville, 
New Jersey. Her father was the founder of the 
Conkling Lumber Company, and was born at Bask- 
ing Ridge, where he spent the greater part of his 
life. During the Civil War Mr. Conkling distin- 
guished himself by an honorable record as captain 
of a New Jersey Company. At the close of the 
war he returned to civilian life and followed agri- 
cultural pursuits for many years, after which in 
1872 he established his lumber company, to which 
he devoted his entire time, and virtually gave his 
life in the development of the concern. He died in 
1802. During his lifetime he was prominently as- 
sociated with local governmental affairs and repre- 
sented his community in the State Legislature for 
several years. He was the father of four chil- 
dren: 1. Margaret E. 2. George E., who had been 
an eminent corporation lawyer in New York City 
until his death, January 7, 1901. 3. Mary C., wife 
of Monroe Ferdinand Ellis, of this biographical 
review. 4. Florence E. Mr. Conkling and his 
family were all active and devout members of the 
Presbyterian faith. Mr. and Mrs. Ellis are the 
parents of the following children: 1. George C., 
who is associated with his father in the Conkling 
Lumber Company; he married Mary M. Meaney, 
and they have one son, George C., 2d. 2. Kath- 
erine, married Edwin Fredericks, of Orange, New 
Jersey. 
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THEODORE M. ROE—Prominent among the 
citizens of Sussex County who have served their 
districts in public office is Theodore M. Roe, free- 
holder, who, in addition to serving in various local 
public offices, has also represented his Congres- 
sional District in the State Legislature. Mr. Roe 
is well known also as a successful fruit grower 
and dairyman, and has a host of friends in Sus- 
sex County, who value his friendship very highly. 

The Roe family is an old and honored one in this 
State, of English ancestry, tracing back to three 
brothers who came to America and founded fam- 
ilies here. A descendant of one of the brothers 
settled at Milton, Morris County, New Jersey, and 
from that ancestor was descended Dr. Jacob Roe, 
grandfather of Theodore M. Roe. Dr. Jacob Roe 
was born in Milton, Morris County, New Jersey, 
but later located in Frankford Township, Sussex 
County, where he purchased a small tract of land. 
That tract of land formed the nucleus of the big 
farm on which Theodore M. Roe now resides, for 
Dr. Jacob later added to its acres, and after his 
death it was still further enlarged until it finally 
attained its present proportions, some 250 acres. 
Dr. Jacob Roe died on that farm and was buried 
in the old Beemerville Cemetery. He married and 
had a son, John H., of whom further. 

John H. Roe, son of Dr. Jacob Roe, was born in 
Milton, Morris County, New Jersey, but when he 
was ten years of age his parents removed to Frank- 
ford Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, and in 
the public schools of that district he completed his 
school training. His was the average life of the 
boy of the farm of those days. There were plenty 
of chores to be done before and after school and 
during vacations and holidays, but there were also 
good times to be had, and the vigorous out-of-door 
life, both work and play, built muscle and sinew 
and clear vision, and abounding energy. As he 
grew older more and more of the farm work came 
to him, and eventually he devoted his time to the 
tilling of its broad acres, adding to his holdings 
from time to time, and making a reputation for 
himself as an able business man, a skillful agri- 
culturist, and a public-spirited citizen. He con- 
tinued as a farmer until the time of his death in 
1907. He married Meribah Crane, who died in 
1893, and they were the parents of Theodore M., 
of whom further. 

Theodore M. Roe, son of John H. and Meribah 
(Crane) Roe, was born in Frankford Township, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, July 18, 1867. After 
attending the public schools of Frankford ‘Township 
he continued his studies in Blair Hall, and when his 
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course there was completed returned to the home- 
stead farm and became his father’s associate. The 
land was and is best fitted for fruit growing and 
dairying, and to these branches of agricultural ac- 
tivity both father and son gave special attention. 
After the death of his father Mr. Roe took over 
the entire farm, and since that time he has special- 
ized in dairying and fruit growing to such an ex- 
tent that he is known as one of the most expert in 
those two lines in the county. 

Along with his successful agricultural achieve- 
ments Mr. Roe has found time and energy for a 
large amount of public service. He gives his sup- 
port to the principles and candidates of the Repub- 
lican party, and for nine years served as tax col- 
lector of Frankford Township. In 1901 he was 
elected from Sussex County to represent his dis- 
trict in the House of Assembly, and while filling 
that office he demonstrated his ability to initiate 
and secure the passage of important legislation. 
He was the originator of a bill providing for ex- 
tensive improvements in the lakes and parks of the 
State, and the provisions of that bill have formed 
the foundation of a series of projects which have 
greatly enhanced and increased the value and beauty 
of the many really beautiful lakes and ponds of 
Sussex County. Mr. Roe owns the homestead 
farm of 250 acres on which he resides and on which 
he carries on his extensive dairying and fruit 
growing operations, and the fact that the farm has 
been in the possession of his family for more than 
a century adds much to its interest. Mr. Roe is a 
member of the local Grange organization, and is 
also well known in fraternal circles, being a mem- 
ber of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, and of the Loyal Order of Moose. He was 
at one time a member of the Union Republican 
Club, of Newark. 

Theodore M. Roe married, at the homestead, in 
Wantage Township, Margaret Dennis, daughter of 
Charles and Mary (Potter) Dennis. Mr. and Mrs. 
Roe have an adopted son, Edward H. Roe. 


RICHARD PERCY ROLSTON, the present 
police justice of Boonton, New Jersey, and one of 
the best-known men in that community, was born 
there on April 9, 1874. He is a son of John Henry 
and Eliza Jane (Lessey) Rolston. His paternal 
grandfather, Samuel Rolston, came to Boonton 
about 1830, and was one of the employees of the 
Boonton Mill (iron works), and lived to a good 
old age. He married Caroline Templeton, born 
near Boonton, and their son, John Henry Rolston, 
was born in Boonton in 1842, and died there in 
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1902. He was employed in the Boonton Iron Mills. 
Eliza Jane (Lessey) Rolston, the mother of our 
subject, is still living in Boonton at the age of 
eighty-one years (1927). 

Richard Percy Rolston received his education in 
the public and high schools of the community in 
which he was born, and immediately after the com- 
pletion of these courses of study he at once 
branched out for himself, obtaining his first real 
contact with the world of commerce in and around 
Boonton. The most outstanding feature of Mr. 
Rolston’s business career, however, is the work in 
which he has lately been engaged. For, interest- 
ingly enough he has devoted the major portion of 
the last fifteen years to the fascinating pursuit of 
collecting and selling antiques and art goods. 

Despite the many varied and often exacting duties 
of the work in which he has been engaged, Mr. 
Rolston has nevertheless found time in which to 
take a keen and active interest in the civic and gen- 
eral affairs of Boonton. Besides serving as police 
justice and justice of the peace for the past fifteen 
years, he is also a trustee of the Holmes Library. 
He is noted, as well, for the excellent manner in 
which he stands behind any movement designed for 
the welfare or advancement of his community. He 
has also been active in the club and social life of 
his community, for he is now affiliated fraternally 
with the Boonton Lodge, Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, the Mara Lodge, Daughters of Re- 
bekah, the Junior Order United American Me- 
chanics, and he is president and one of the first 
members of the Shade Tree Commission. 

Richard Percy Rolston married, September Io, 
1902, at Boonton, Mary Addie Kopp, a daughter of 
Cornelius J. and Addie (Latourette) Kopp. Mrs. 
Rolston’s father, Cornelius J. Kopp, was at one 
time mayor of Boonton. Mr. and Mrs. Rolston are 
the parents of a daughter, Margaret Kopp Rolston, 
a Skidmore College student. Mr. Rolston and his 
family maintain their residence in Boonton, in 
which community they attend the St. John’s Epis- 
copal Church, of which Mr. Rolston has held office 
for the past twenty-five years. 


WILLIAM FRANCIS NASH—tThe borough 
of Bound Brook, New Jersey, is most efficiently 
protected from the depredations of lawbreakers by 
the efficient administration of William F. Nash, 
chief of police of that community, in which posi- 
tion he has capably functioned for more than ten 
years. 

William Francis Nash is a native of the city of 
Brooklyn, New York, where he was born August 
13, 1876, the son of William and Ann Nash. He 
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spent his early childhood in that city, and when in 
his fifteenth year came to New Jersey with his 
parents to live on a farm at Somerville, and there 
remained until 1895, in which year he removed to 
Bound Brook. Upon his arrival in this community 
he became employed in the brass works, and was 
later identified with the paint works in the capacity 
of head machine tender, and thus continued for the 
succeeding sixteen years, at the expiration of which 
time he was for two years employed as sexton of 
the St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church. During 
the latter period of his church connection in 1910 
to 1916, Mr. Nash was elected to membership on 
the Borough Council and thus served for the suc- 
ceeding seven years. In 1916 he was appointed to 
his present position as chief of police of the bor- 
ough, the appointment having been made by Mayor 
Robinson. An ardent supporter of the Democratic 
party, Mr. Nash has for many years taken an ac- 
tive part in the political affairs of the community. 
He is a member of the Association of Chiefs of 
Police of the State of New Jersey, and of the In- 
ternational Police Chiefs’ Association, also of the 
Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association, the Knights 
of Columbus Lodge, and the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks, and a member of the com- 
mittee of the Police Pension Fund. He further 
serves the borough in the capacity of fireman, being 
a member of the Hook and Ladder Company. His 
religion is Roman Catholic. 

William Francis Nash married, in 1890, Mary 
Brandt, a native of Bound Brook, daughter of 
William and Victoria (Mickali) Brandt. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Nash have been born the following chil- 
dren: Marie, at home; Claire, married Theodore 
Swanson, of Bound Brook, New Jersey; Ramonica, 
at home; and William Francis, Jr., graduate of the 
Bound Brook High School, class of 1926, now 
taking post-graduate course. Mr. Nash and fam- 
ily reside at No. 108 Hamilton Street, Bound Brook, 
New Jersey. 


EDWIN HOWE HALSTED-—A leading ag- 
riculturist and horticulturist of Sussex County, 
New Jersey, having specialized along these lines 
while a student at Rutgers College, wherein his 
father, now deceased, was for years an instructor 
in biology, Edwin Howe Halsted was widely known 
in his community for the products of his farm in 
Green Township. It was on this farm that Mr. Hal- 
sted developed a variety of apple trees, the fruit 
from which always was in demand on the markets. 
In Masonic circles Mr. Halsted was an influential 
factor, and in the community at large he held the 
respect and esteem of all who knew him. 
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Edwin H. Halsted was born in Passaic, in 1888, 
his father, Dr. Byron David Halsted, being pro- 
fessor of biology at Rutgers College. While in 
his boyhood, Mr. Halsted was brought to New 
Brunswick by his parents. It was at Rutgers Col- 
lege that he completed his education, choosing the 
career of a farmer for his life work. Soon after 
his graduation Mr. Halsted purchased the War- 
basse farm in Green Township, and under his 
scientific care the place came to be known as one 
of the best farms in Sussex County. Here he de- 
voted his time and training especially to the cul- 
ture of fruit, and so successful was he that the 
products of his farm soon gained a reputation for 
superiority which brought them in great demand 
on the markets. Two years before his death, or 
in 1922, Mr. Halsted purchased the William H. 
Nicolls residence in Newton, for his residence. He 
did not give up his Green Township farm, however, 
retaining this up to the time of his death, and con- 
tinuing in active supervision thereof. 

Mr. Halsted’s fraternal relations were main- 
tained with Harmony Lodge, No. 8, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, and Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, 
Royal Arch Masons, of Newton. 

In 1915, Edwin Howe Halsted was married to 
Margaret Armstrong, daughter of Elmer and Sadie 
(Budd) Armstrong, of Easton, Pennsylvania, both 
deceased. To them children were born, as follows: 
1. Byron David. 2. Edwin Howe, Jr. 3. Sara 
Margaret. Mrs. Halsted, who is a member of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution and of the 
Order of the Eastern Star, still retains the 300 
acre farm to which her husband was so deeply 
attached. _ 

Edwin Howe Halsted departed this life October 
23, 1924, his death occurring at the family resi- 
dence, No. 108 High Street, Newton, he then being 
thirty-six years of age. In addition to his wife 
and three children, he is survived by his step- 
mother, Mrs. Byron D. Halsted, of New Bruns- 
wick, New Jersey; and his sisters: Mrs. Rudolph 
Riege, Longmeadow, Massachusetts; and Miss 
Ella Howe Halsted, of New Brunswick. Funeral 
services for Mr. Halsted were conducted by his 
pastor, Rev. Clarence W. Rouse, D. D., of the 
Presbyterian Church. Masonic brethren acted as 
pallbearers, and interment was in the Newton 
Cemetery. 

The many expressions of condolence and the 
beautiful display of flowers bespoke the high re- 
gard in which Mr. Halsted was held. Cut down 
in early life, as he was, his memory is revered by 
the members of his family and the host of friends 
who remain to mourn his passing. 


179 


SEYMOUR PULLIS—Seymour Pullis, a free- 
holder of Sussex County, and one of the most 
prominent citizens of Sparta Township, particu- 
larly in the community of Newton, New Jersey, 
was born on July 18, 1868, in this same county. 
Mr. Pullis is a son of David and Jane (Longcove) 
Pullis, and a grandson on the paternal side of Wil- 
liam D. Pullis, who was born October 22, 1790, 
and who died April 28, 1860. He had married May 
12, 1820, Mary Vanderbeck, who was born April 
11, 1804. and who died during the year 1887. They 
are now interred in Sparta. William D. Pullis had 
taken up some 140 acres of land in Sparta Town- 
ship. At that time part of this land was densely 
‘forested, and its new owner was forced to clear 
away and “make land” for his fields. Here he fol- 
lowed farming for all the rest of his days, one of 
the pioneers of Sparta Township, a man beloved 
by those who knew him well, and respected by all 
with whom he came in contact. By his union with 
Mary (Vanderbeck) Pullis he became the father 
of six children: 1. Margaret, who was born Au- 
gust 17, 1822. 2. George, who was born Novem- 
ber 13, 1824. 3. Hannah M., who was born Febru- 
ary 10, 1827, and who died March 22, 1848. 4. Re- 
becca, who was born February 28, 1830. 5. David, 
who was born April, 7, 1833, and of whom more 
follows. 6. Elizabeth, who was born April 16, 1836. 

David Pullis, the father of Seymour Pullis, was 
born upon the homestead farm in Sparta Township, 
and he, too, followed farming for all of his days. 
During the year 1880 he served as trustee of the 
schools of Pullis District in Sparta Township. He 
married Jane Longcove, a daughter of John and 
Mary Longcove, and by this union six children 
were born: 1. William, who is now living at New- 
ton. 2. John, who also resides at Newton. 3. Mary, 
who married William Gray, of Sparta Township. 
4. Theodore, who is now living at Newton. 5. Sey- 
mour, of whom more follows. 6. Frank, who died 
when he was but three years of age. 

Seymour Pullis, the fourth son and fifth child 
of David and Jane (Longcove) Pullis, received his 
education in the public schools of his home district. 
Immediately after the completion of these courses 
of study he at once went to work, receiving his first 
real contact with the world by working upon the 
home farm. He later farmed for himself; carry- 
ing on thus until the year 1912, when he purchased 
his present land-holding in Sparta Township and 
there erected his present home. Despite the many 
varied and exacting duties of the work in which he 
has been engaged, Mr. Pullis has, nevertheless, 
found time in which to serve the people of his com- 
munity in other than a private capacity. For more 
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than fourteen consecutive years he held the office 
of county road inspector (it is interesting to note 
that William D. Pullis, the grandfather, was one of 
the first road masters, being elected to this post at 
the first township meeting, held during the year 
1845) and the present Mr. Pullis was elected in 
November, 1925, to the office of freeholder of Sus- 
sex County, a position which he is still filling at 
the date of the writing of this biographical history, 
1927. For more than twenty years he has been a 
member of the Board of Education for Sparta 
Township as well. With his home now close to 
the center of his township, a piece of land of some 
thirty acres in extent, Mr. Pullis is in a position to 
give a great deal of his time to civic and commun- 
ity affairs. It is a point worthy of mention in 
passing, in connection with his home, that it over- 
looks one of the most spectacular views of New- 
ton. Mr. Pullis has also taken a keen and active 
interest in the club and social life of his commun- 
ity, for he is now affiliated, fraternally, with the 
Harmony Lodge, No. 8, Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons, and the Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch 
Masons, both of Newton; and the American Order 
of Foresters, No. 37, of Sussex County; the Tall 
Cedars of Lebanon, of Newton, and the Newton 
Lodge, No. 1512, Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks. 

Seymour Pullis married, May 29, 1889, Malvenia 
Byram, a daughter of Sydney and Harriet (Cox) 
Byram, of Sparta Township. Mr. and Mrs. Pullis 
are the parents of three children, two of whom are 
sons, and one, a daughter: 1. Lura Pullis, who is 
a stenographer. 2. Hampton A. Pullis, who is a 
salesman of Kingston, Pennsylvania, and who mar- 
ried Amelia Bonawitz, and by her became the 
father of Bonnie Jane Pullis. 3. Robert Pullis, a 
salesman, who resides at Newton and who married 
Clementine Chiemalinski, and by her became the 
father of Ruth and Louise Pullis. Mr. and Mrs. 
Pullis reside, as has been stated, in Sparta Town- 
ship, where they attend the Presbyterian Church. 


JOSEPH B. HUNT—Most families contain 
some member whose sentiment for days that are 
gone leads him to cling to the old home place, 
which he tries to modernize with the least desecra- 
tion of the past. Joseph B. Hunt is the member in 
the Hunt family who maintained a hold on the an- 
cestral homestead of 265 acres at Fredon Town- 
ship. He still lives there, and in the atmosphere of 
the place conducts an up-to-date dairy farm which 
is known far and wide. There are thousands of 
men in cities who would exchange dearly-bought 
glamor for the simple life Mr. Hunt leads, yet Mr. 
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Hunt does not care to sell—he is content to do his 
part among his neighbors, and to let city dwellers 
find what consolation they can in the environment 
that surrounds them. 

Joseph B. Hunt was born December 28, 1885, on 
the land he loves so well, and he has never lived 
anywhere else. He is the sonof J. Budd Hunt, who 
farmed all his life and died January 23, 1800, and 
Phoebe R. (Roof) Hunt, who died November 17, 
1914; both parents were buried at Newton, four 
miles away from the home. J. Budd Hunt was the 
son of J. Budd Hunt, Sr., who was a son of Ralph 
Hunt, who married Hannah Budd. J. Budd Hunt, 
Jr., was born on this same plantation, whose. his- 
tory goes back to the days of Indian occupation 
and the French and Indian wars. A stirring story 
is told of still earlier Hunts who had a place in 
the adjoining county of Warren, at or near Hard- 
wick. Richard Hunt, an ancestor of Joseph B. 
Hunt, and men named Harker and Swartwout were 
sought by an Indian band because they had taken 
part in the defense of the Colonies. “A History of 
Sussex and Warren Counties,” published in 1881 


‘by Everts & Peck, at Philadelphia, tells the story, 


which follows in part and relates to events of 1756: 


The Indians crossed the Delaware near where 
Dingman’s Ferry now is, and in the evening 
reached the log house of Richard Hunt, having 
traveled about fifteen miles on the Jersey side of 
the river. Richard Hunt was absent from home, 
and the only occupants of the house at this time 
were Thomas Hunt, a younger brother, and a 
negro servant. The latter was engaged in amus- 
ing himself and his companion by playing on a 
violin, when the entertainment was suddenly in- 
terrupted by the appearance of the Indians. Quick 
as thought the boys sprang to the door and closed 
and bolted it. Their fun was at an end, and the 
negro in his terror “threw his fiddle into the fire 
and awaited in trembling suspense the result of 
The Indians disappeared 
and were gone about an hour, when they returned. 
It was discovered by their footprints in a newly- 
plowed piece of ground that during their absence 
they had reconnoitered the house of Mr. Dildine, 
where Richard Hunt happened to be at the time, 
but they evidently dared not make an attack at 
that place. 

Returning to Hunt’s house, they made a move- 
ment to set it on fire, threatening to burn the in- 
mates alive if they did not surrender. The boys 
yielded and were forced to accompany the sav- 
ages, who proceeded towards the Delaware by the 
way of the southerly end of Great Pond, and soon 
came to the house of Swartwout, who lived on 
the tract now occupied by the village of New 
Paterson. Mrs. Swartwout, soon after their ap- 
proach on the house, without a thought of danger, 
went out to the milk-house, and was instantly shot 
down. They then attempted to enter the house, 
but Swartwout seized his rifle and held them in 
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check. Finally he agreed to surrender if they 
would spare his life and the lives of his son and 
daughter. They consented to this proposition, but 
they either themselves violated their pledge, or 
what was worse, procured a white man to do it, 
for Swartwout was murdered, and a man named 
Benjamin Springer was arrested, convicted, and 
hung for the murder... . 

Swartwout’s two children were taken to an In- 
dian town on the Susquehanna, while Hunt and 
the negro were conveyed to Canada. Hunt was 
sold by his captors to a French military officer, 
and accompanied him as his servant. His mother, 
anxious for his deliverance if alive, attended the 
general conference at Easton in October, 1758, 
where a treaty was made with the Six Nations, and 
finding a savage there who knew her son, she gave 
him sixty pounds to procure his freedom and re- 
turn him to his friends. This proved money wasted. 
Hunt was soon after liberated under that pro- 
vision of the treaty of Easton, which made a res- 
toration of prisoners obligatory upon the Indians, 
and he reached home in 1759, after a servitude 
of three years and nine months. Swartwout’s 
children must have been freed about a year after 
their capture, for we find his son in New Jersey 
in 1757, active in causing the arrest of a white 
man named Springer, whom he charged with be- 
ing the murderer of his father. 

Springer was arrested and confined in the jail 
of Essex County. An act was passed by the As- 
sembly of New Jersey on October 22, 1757, au- 
thorizing his trial to take place in the county of 
Morris, “because the Indian disturbances in Sus- 
sex rendered it difficult if not dangerous, to hold 
a court of Oyer and Terminer there.” The act 
also ordered that the expenses of the prosecution 
should be borne by the province. “Pursuant to 
this act,” says Allison, “Springer, on the positive 
testimony of Swartwout’s son and the contradic- 
tions in the prisoner’s own story, after a full and 
fair hearing, at which an eminent councilor at- 
tended in his behalf, was convicted, to the satis- 
faction of most all present, and was executed in 
Morris. He declared himself innocent of the 
crime, and on the return of Thomas Hunt and a 
negro who had been taken a few miles distant by 
the same party that captured Swartwout’s fam- 
ily (with which party it was proved at the trial 
Springer was, and that he killed Swartwout), it 
appearing by their declarations that they did not 
see Springer until they got to the Indian town, 
some inclined to believe that he might not have 
been guilty. Thus the question seemed obscured. 
It is agreed, however, that his trial was deliberate 
and impartial, and many still think that his life 
was forfeited to the laws of his country.” 

Springer declared on the scaffold that Thomas 
Hunt knew him to be innocent, and his parents, 
after Hunt’s return, came on from Virginia to 
learn if their son was really guilty. “Hunt as- 
sured them, as he did everyone else, to the end of 
his days, that he considered him innocent. He 
did not see Springer until he arrived at the Sus- 
quehanna flats, where he found him, like himself, 
as he believed, a prisoner. Neither did he see 
Swartwout murdered, but he was confident that 
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the deed was done about one mile northwest from 
his own house; he and the negro at the time were 
guarded by two Indians, the other being busy not 
a great way off dispatching Swartwout. He 
heard his cries—heard him beg for his life and 
promise to go with them peaceably if they would 
spare him. He was an athletic, resolute man, and 
the Indians were afraid of him, and, therefore, as 
Hunt always declared, they murdered him. They 
tied him to a tree, tomahawked him, and left his 
body to the wolves and birds of prey.” 

The Indians doubtless murdered him to gratify 
an old grudge; putting him out of the way was 
the surest revenge, as well as an indemnity against 
any personal violence which they might have ap- 
prehended from him, and the danger of the arrest 
of the party by the scouts from some one of the 
blockhouses. 


J. Budd Hunt and his brother Theodore oper- 
ated the Hunt farm some time together, then they 
divided it, the former taking the part with the 
house, and the latter the acreage on which was lo- 
cated Hunt’s Mill. J. Budd Hunt and his wife, 
who was a daughter of John and Mary (Huff) 
Roof, had two children: 1. Mary E., the wife of 
Lewis Pierce, living at Lafayette, Sussex County. 
2. Joseph B. Hunt, of whom further. 

Joseph B. Hunt attended the public schools of 
Huntsburg and was reared to farming. He lived 
at home with his mother after his father died, and 
built a fine dairy with which he has made quite a 
success. In 1917 he was named to the Fredon 
Township School Board, and has served on it 
ever since. In‘1920 he was placed on the Town 
Committee, and has continued on it up to the 
present. He is a trustee of Yellow Frame Church, 
of which his father was a member and active as an 
official, He is also a member of Harmony Lodge, 
No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons, and Baldwin 
Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons, of Newton. 

Mr. Hunt was married to Jessie E. Emmons, 
daughter of Frank and Catharine (Roy) Emmons, 
and they have four children: 1. Grace. 2. Joseph, 
died at two years of age. 3. Phoebe Catharine. 4. 
Esther R. Hunt. 


EDWARD PIERSON UPTEGROVE, M.D. 
—Possessed of one of the largest, if not the largest 
professional practice in the county of Sussex, New 
Jersey, Dr. Edward Pierson Uptegrove, of the 
town of Vernon in that county and State is a 
widely known physician and otherwise prominent 
in the affairs of his community. He is a son of 
William P. Uptegrove, a resident of Middletown, 
New York, and of the late Cornelia (Slaughter) 
Uptegrove, his brother and sisters being W. D.. 
Sarah and Helen. 
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Dr. Uptegrove was born in Edenville, New 
York, and derived his preliminary education as 
a student in the public schools of his native com- 
munity and subsequently attended and graduated 
from the high school of Middletown, New York, 
and Wallkill and Lafayette Preparatory Academy, 
where he acquired his preparatory training. He 
then finally matriculated at the University of 
Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia, from which insti- 
tution he was graduated as a member of the class 
of 1899, with degree of Doctor of Medicine. His 
professional education completed, Dr. Uptegrove 
engaged in the practice of medicine in the city of 
Brooklyn, New York, for a brief period, subse- 
quent to which in 1900 he removed to New Jersey, 
to engage in general practice with offices located in 
the town of Hamburg, Sussex County, where he 
remained for the following thirteen years, during 
the course of which time he built up an exceed- 
ingly large professional practice. At the expira- 
tion of the thirteen years, however, Dr. Uptegrove 
determined to identify himself with the town of 
Vernon, and accordingly came to this place, where 
he undoubtedly engaged in one of the largest, if 
not the largest, medical practice of any general 
practitioner in the county of Sussex: Dr. Upte- 
grove is not only most popular among his profes- 
sional patients, but also as a member of the Sussex 
County Medical Society, New Jersey Medical So- 
ciety and American Medical Association he is held 
in high esteem by his fellow-physicians. Further- 
more, his genial personality ever insures Dr. Upte- 
grove a hearty welcome from his fellow-members 
of various social and fraternal organizations, in- 
cluding the Samaritan Lodge, Free and Accepted 
Masons, of Sussex County, the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks Lodge, at Newton, and 
the Vernon Chapter of the Patriotic Order of 
Sons of America. Dr. Uptegrove was one of the 
organizers, and is president of the Hamburg Ath- 
letic Association. He was also interested in Eng- 
lish setters, bird dogs, and bred some of the best 
in this section. 

Dr. Edward Pierson Uptegrove married, in 1907, 
Edith Boyce Denton, of whose family further, a 
graduate of Drew Seminary, Carmel, New York, 
in 1904, and who has been an invaluable assistant 
to her husband in his large medical practice. To 
this union have been born two children: William 
Denton and Dorothy Denton Uptegrove. The 
family reside in the old Denton homestead at Ver- 
non, where also Dr. Uptegrove attends to the re- 
quirements of his many patients. — 

Solomon S$. Denton, father of Mrs. Uptegrove, 
was a son of Richard and Elizabeth (Smith) 
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Denton, and was born in Vernon ‘Township, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, on January 9, 1848, 
and died on July 26, 1808, being buried at 
Warwick, this State. His paternal grand- 
father, Richard Denton, Sr., resided for some 
years in the town of Stockholm, New York, 
coming to Vernon Township in the year 1827, 
where he was a merchant for some years, also 
postmaster, prominent in politics, and at the time 
of his death operated a large farm in the vicinity. 
Richard Denton, Sr., was twice married, his first 
wife having been Julia Gale, by whom he had sev- 
eral children, four of whom reached maturity; he 
died in 1864, in the seventy-second year of his age, 
and his wife died a number of years afterward. 

Richard Denton, son of Richard, Sr., and Julia 
(Gale) Denton, was born in Vernon Township, on 
August 3, 1818, was educated in the local public 
schools, for two years conducted a mercantile es- 
tablishment in the town of New Milford, this 
State, and afterward, during the remainder of his 
active life, operated a most successful enterprise 
along similar lines at Vernon, New Jersey. Prior 
to the Civil War, both he and his father had been 
supporters of the Democratic party, but subse- 
quently pledged their allegiance to the Republi- 
cans. He was a member of the Methodist Church 
and most active in the affairs of the community. 
He died in March, 1882, aged sixty-four years, 
survived by his wife, born in 1819, who died in 
July, 1895. Children: William Henry, died young; 
Mrs. Julia M. Wallace, Solomon S., of whom fur- 
ther, Mrs. Mary E. Langdon, and Theodore, who 
died young. 

Solomon S. Denton attended the common schools 
of Vernon Township until he had reached his 
eighteenth year, then entered the store operated by 
his father, was a salesman therein, and also en- 
gaged in cultivation of the family farm. In 1881, 
he purchased his own mercantile business, which 
he thenceforth operated with great success, build- 
ing, in 1888, a new store structure, in which he 
afterward carried on a large general merchandis- 
ing business; he also eventually fell heir to the 
homestead farm of IIo acres, and conducted there- 
on a most lucrative dairying business. In Janu- 
ary, 1887, Solomon §. Denton married Emma 
Boyce, a daughter of a well-known farmer of Ver- 
non Township, John A. Boyce and his wife who, 
before her marriage to Mr. Boyce, was Julia 
Webb. To Solomon S. and Emma (Boyce) Den- 
ton, was born one daughter, Edith Boyce, who 
became the wife of the prominent Vernon physi- 
cian, Dr. Edward Pierson Uptegrove. Solomon S. 
Denton was at the time of his death trustee and 
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steward of the Methodist Episcopal Church, at 
Vernon, was an active and influential Republican, 
served for fifteen years as postmaster, as did his 
father before him, was also commissioner of deeds, 
and justice of the peace from the year 1895 until 
his death. The “Review” of Middletown, New 
York, on June 18, 1925, said the following of Dr. 
Edward P. Uptegrove: 


APT RUBSSEPORL: 


Dr. Edward Uptegrove, of Vernon, New Jer- 
sey, was formerly a resident of Middletown. He 
is a graduate of the Middletown High School. 
He recites with much zest the story of how he 
won the first race ever trotted by a horse over 
the track of the Orange County Fair Association 
at Middletown; that was 1892. In 1894 he won 
the Orange County championship on the same 
track. Dr. Uptegrove was the first to work a 
horse in harness on this track in less than 2.10, 
He worked a horse in 2.07% on the Middletown 
track in the nineties, and he was the first to own 
a sulky with pneumatic tires at Middletown. 
Horses have passed as one of the fancies of Dr. 
Uptegrove. He now has his sportsman’s heart 
centered on a fine Kentucky bird dog that the 
Doctor thinks the best of breeds in the State of 
New Jersey. 

Largely interested in lands and banks, the Doc- 
tor has posted lands on which he has good English 
pheasant shooting every fall. He enjoys that 
above everything, but it gives him great pleasure 
to reminisce on his youthful days when he was 
driving winners around the track at the Orange 
County Fair at Middletown. 


It is of interest to note that it was after Dr. 
Uptegrove had stopped driving winners, that he 
went to college to study medicine. 


JOSEPH VINCENT KEATING—Among 
the business careers which have claimed the time 
and engagement of the leading business men of 
Madison, Morris County, New Jersey, is the real 
estate and insurance profession. One who has 
gained substantial and distinguished success in this 
particular phase of commercial endeavor is Joseph 
Vincent Keating, who has been identified in the real 
estate business for nearly a quarter of a century. 
During this time he has been associated with some 
of the largest transactions completed in this sec- 
tion, many of which were largely due to his ability 
and foresight in realty matters. He is actively in- 
terested and alertly alive to the civic affairs of his 
tommunity and is an ardent supporter of the sev- 
eral movements designed for the general advance- 
ment and progress of Madison. His ancestry is of 
rugged and hardy Irish descent, thus he comes 
from stock which has been intimately connected 
with the growth of this country and which has been 
an integral factor in the industrial, commercial and 


‘his formal education at a business college. 
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political circles of the communities in which mem- 
bers of this race settled. Mr. Keating’s parents, 
Patrick Joseph and Beatrice (Hickey) Keating, 
both of whom are now deceased, were born in Ire- 
land, and came to this country in their early youth 
with their parents. The father settled in Madison, 
New Jersey, soon establishing himself as a farmer 
and later as a superintendent of a large estate in 
the section. 

Joseph Vincent Keating was born in Madison, 
New Jersey, October 17, 1884. He attended St. 
Vincent’s Private School and thereafter completed 
For 
four years he was employed in a banking and bro- 
kerage house in New York City, and at the end of 
that time returned to Madison to establish himself 
in the real estate and insurance business. He de- 
voted whole-hearted energy and diligent and con- 
scientious efforts to the discharge of the various 
tasks which confronted him, and his reputation as 
one of the leading realtors of the community soon 
received wide recognition. Among the many deals 
with which he was associated are the Henry Fucht- 
wanger estate, the Richard H. Williams estate, the 
George Davidson estate, the Edward Marston es- 
tate, and the Paul C. Zulke estate. At the same 
time, of course, he did quite an extensive business 
in business properties and smaller residences. Mr. 
Keating is a member of the board of directors of 
the Library Building and Loan Association of East 
Orange, in addition to his private interests. In 
fraternal circles he is affiliated with the Knights of 
Columbus, fourth degree; Madison Lodge, No. 
1465, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and 
the Royal Arcanum. 

On June 30, 1923, Mr. Keating married Miss 
Eleanor Burley, of East Orange, New Jersey, a 
daughter of Thomas F. and Mary (Mahoney) 
Burley. Mr. and Mrs. Keating are the parents of 
a daughter, Eleanor Jane, who was born Decem- 
ber 10, 1925. With-his family, Mr. Keating is a 
member of St. Vincent’s Roman Catholic Church 
of Madison. 


MARTIN D. KINTNER—A veteran of the 
Civil War and known as one of the “fine old men” 
of Newton, Martin D. Kintner represents the sturdy 
manhood and the vigorous blood of those worthy 
pioneers who settled in the State of Pennsylvania 
previous to the Revolution, and who throughout 
the following generations have contributed to the 
best in the life of their communities. Mr. Kintner 
has been a resident of Sussex County since he was 
eight months of age, and a citizen of Newton for 
over seventy years. 
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The family is an old and honored one in Penn- 
sylvania, tracing descent from an ancestor who 
came from Wiirttemberg, Germany, before the 
Revolutionary War, took part in that conflict, and 
settled in Bucks County, where Kintnersville was 
named for him. Rudolph Kintner, grandfather of 
Mr. Kintner, was a.resident of Stroudsburg, Penn- 
sylvania, where he was engaged in farming. He 
died in Pennsylvania, and is buried near Dingman’s 
Ferry. He was an able, thrifty man, who tilled 
his land diligently and skillfully, and he and his 
wife were the parents of a large family of children, 
including a son, Peter. 

Peter Kintner, son of Rudolph Kintner, was born 
near Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, and lived to be 
more than eighty years of age. He learned the 
trade of the miller, and in 1839 located in Sandy- 
ston Township, where for more than twenty years 
he operated the old Armstrong Mill. During the 
period of the Civil War he was a resident of Still- 
water, Sussex County. He retired a few years 
prior to his death. He married Amanda Decker, 
who died at the home of their son, Martin D., at 
the age of ninety-six years. They had children: 
1. Jeremiah, deceased. 2. Sallie Jane, widow. of 
Sylvester Layton, who resides at Bevans, Sussex 
County. 3. Anson R., deceased. 4. Martin D., of 
whom further. 5. Martha Ellen, deceased, who 
married John S. Opdyke. 6. Anna Cecelia, de- 
ceased, married Andrew S. Knight. 7. Theresa C., 
deceased, married William Layton. 8. Mary Eliza- 
beth, died at the age of eighteen years. 9. George 
W., deceased. 

Martin D. Kintner, son of Peter and Amanda 
(Decker) Kintner, was born at Dingman’s Ferry, 
Pennsylvania, July 12, 1838, and removed to Sus- 
sex County, New Jersey, with his parents when he 
was eight months of age. He received a good, 
practical education in the old stone schoolhouse in 
Hainesville, and for a time was employed in farm 
work among his father’s neighbors. After a time, 
however, he decided to learn the tailor’s trade, and 
with that in view he went to Port Jervis, New 
York, where he remained for three years. Having 
then achieved his purpose he engaged in business in 
Newton, though he continued to make his home 
with his parents at Stillwater. He continued to 
work at the tailor’s trade in Newton until shortly 
after the outbreak of the Civil War, when he en- 
listed from Newton, in Company I, 15th New Jer- 
sey Regiment of Volunteer Infantry, 6th Army 
Corps. That unit left Newton August 12, 1862, 
and four months later Mr. Kintner’s regiment was 
taking part in the battle of Fredericksburg. This 
regiment was known as the “Fighting 15th,” and 
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Mr. Kintner took an active part in all the engage 
ments which earned that honorable appellation for 
the regiment. He was made a corporal May 25, 
1862, and a sergeant September 1, 1864, and was 
mustered out of service at Trenton, New Jersey, 
July 1, 1865, shortly after the close of the war. 
Throughout the period of the conflict he was never 
absent from active duty on account of illness or 
from other causes, and he never received a wound 
—an unusual record. Mr. Kintner has a wonder- 
ful store of interesting wartime experiences. Among 
these he especially treasures the fact that he voted 
for Abraham Lincoln for President, casting his 
vote in Stillwater, and that he had the honor of 
personally seeing the President three separate times, 
and the President’s wife once. After being mus- 
tered out of service he returned to Newton and re- 
sumed his tailor business, which he successfully 
continued until a few years ago, when he retired. 
He is now (1927) living at No. 49 Trinity Street, 
Newton. A life of useful, carefully directed activ- 
ity has well earned the leisure which he now en- 
joys. He is a regular attendant of the Presbyterian 
Church, and is interested in all enterprises planned 
for the advancement of the community in which 
he lives. 

Mr. Kintner married (first), July 27, 1865, Har- 
riet A. Walker, daughter of George Walker, and 
she died in June, 1876, and is buried at Newton. 
He married (second), July 9, 1878, Annie E. Dol- 
son, who was born at Beemerville, Sussex County, 
New Jersey, December 2, 1849, daughter of Isaac 
and Marietta (Moore) Dolson. Mrs. Kintner is 
held in very high esteem among a very large group 
of associates. They have no children. 





JOHN FRANKLIN REGER—Prominent 
among the men of the legal profession of Somer- 
set County, New Jersey, is John Franklin Reger, 
who was admitted to the bar in 1896, and made a 
counsellor three years later. During the three dec- 
ades which have passed since that time Mr. Reger 
has achieved distinction in his profession and has 
made himself known as one of the leading attor- 
neys of this section of the State. He has been ap- 
pointed to numerous responsible positions and 
serves as counsellor or attorney for several busi- 
ness and financial concerns. 

The Reger family of Somerset County, of which 
John Franklin Reger is a, member, traces descent 
from Adam Reger, who came from the Palatinate 
in Southern Germany, about 1760, leaving in the 
home land relatives, whose descendants still make 
their home in the Palatinate and in Holland, some 
of them spelling the name Reiger. The American 
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progenitor, Adam Reger, was born in 1739. After 
his arrival in this country’ he settled in Hunterdon 
County, New Jersey, between White House and 
New Germantown, where he engaged in farming. 
He was a member of the Lutheran Church of New 
Germantown, in Hunterdon County, which he 


served as vestryman and deacon at various times, 


and where some of his children were baptized. 
About 1767 he married Catherine Ruloffsen, born 
in 1745, died March 17, 1830, daughter of Her- 
manus and Margaret (Van Horn) Ruloffsen. He 
died January 6, 1830, in his ninety-first year, leav- 
ing a farm of 300 acres. Children: 1. Margaret, 
married Garret Conover. 2. Magdalena. 3. Mary, 
married George Van Houten. 4. Catherine. 5. 
Anna. 6. Frederick, of further mention. 7. John, 
married Sarah Todd. 8 Eleanor. 9. Harmon, 
married Margaret Jobes. 

Frederick Reger, son of Adam and Catherine 
(Ruloffsen) Reger, was born about 1780, He 
married, about 1803, Elizabeth Weaver. He settled 
first as a farmer near New Germantown, now 
Oldwick, New Jersey, but, later moved to Succa- 
sunna, Morris County, where some of his chil- 
dren had previously settled. The issue numbered 
the following: William, Jacob, Adam, John Fred- 
erick, of further mention, Isaac, David, and a 
daughter whose name is unknown. 

John Frederick Reger, son of Frederick and 
Elizabeth (Weaver) Reger, was born in 1810 and 
settled at Readington, New Jersey, where he en- 
gaged in farming, subsequently moving to a farm 
near South Branch, Somerset County, where he 
lived until his death, June 5, 1884. He married 
(first) his cousin, Gertrude Van Houten, and they 
were the parents of the following children: 1. 
Elizabeth S., born February 26, 1829, died October 
31, 1831. 2. Mary Ann, born December 14, 1830, 
died November 6, 1831. 3. Frederick, of further 
mention. 4. Henry Weaver, born September 109, 
1834, died August 27, 1830. 5. Mary Catherine, 
born April 12, 1835. 6. Susannah, born March 24, 
1837, died April 6, 1902. 7. Harmon H., born Feb- 
ruary 23, 1841, died April 10, 1917. 8. John Kline, 
born March 27, 1843. 9. George W., born January 
27, 1845. Gertrude (Van Houten) Reger, first 
wife of John Frederick Reger, died July 5, 1857, 
and he married (second), Lucretia Van Nest, who 
died August 23, 1807. The children by his second 
marriage were: 10. Isaac, born December 19, 1858. 
11. Aletta D., born January 25, 1860, died Septem- 
ber 25, 1862. 12. Martha H., born September 4, 
1861; married James A. Little, and is now living 
(1927) 13. Jacob Reger, born February 27, 1865, 
died June 11, 1926. 
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Frederick Reger, son of John Frederick and 
Gertrude (Van Houten) Reger, was born March 
28, 1832. He married Mary Amerman, daughter 
of Abraham and Margaret (Suydam) Amerman, 
and settled on a farm between Readington and 
North Branch Station, near Harlan school house in 
Somerset County, where he engaged in farming 
and where he died in 1874. They were the parents 
of the following children: 1. Peter H.; married 
Mary J. Ditmars. 2. Anna Gertrude; married 
James C. Wyckoff. 3. Abram A., now postmaster 
at Somerville, New Jersey; married Lillian Moore- 
house, and is of further mention. 4. John Frank- 
lin, of further mention. 5. Mayetta A.; married 
John V. M. Wyckoff, 

John Franklin Reger, son of Frederick and 
Mary (Amerman) Reger was born in Branchburg 
Township, Somerset County, New Jersey, March 
18, 1869. His father having died when the chil- 
dren were all quite young, he was compelled to 
leave school and go to work at the early age of 
thirteen, at the same time continuing his studies 
at night. Upon attaining his majority he had fitted 
himself to teach, and taught in the public school at 
Somerville for three years, and for another three 
years at Watchung, near Plainfield, New Jersey. 
While thus engaged he was studying law, reading 
with Justice James J. Bergen, of the New Jersey 
Supreme Court, and later with Nelson Y. Dun- 
gan, now judge of the Circuit Court. In due time 
he successfully passed the examinations for ad- 
mission to the bar. He then engaged in practice in 
partnership with Judge Dungan, with whom he 
remained until the elevation of the latter to the 
bench. He was admitted to the bar in 18906, as an 
attorney, and three years later as counsellor. From 
1896 until the present year, 1927, he has been en- 
gaged in general practice, in recent years alone, 
and so successfully as to be, generally recognized 
as one of the ablest attorneys of Northwestern 
New Jersey. He is a special master in Chancery, 
a Supreme Court Commissioner, and has served 
one term of five years as prosecutor of the pleas 
for Somerset County, an office to which he was ap- 
pointed by Governor Stokes in 1905. 

In addition to his responsibilities in connection 
with his very large practice, Mr. Reger is vice- 
president and attorney for the Somerville Trust 
Company, attorney for and one of the board of 
managers of the Somerville Savings Bank, attor- 
ney for the Bound Brook Trust Company, attor- 
ney for and director of the Citizens’ Building and 
Loan Association of Somerville, and attorney for 
the Reading Railroad Company in Northern New 
Jersey. He takes an active interest in local public 
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affairs, and is known as a public-spirited citizen 
who is always ready to aid in advancing the wel- 
fare of the community in which he lives. For 
several years during his residence at Raritan, he 
was president of the Board of Education of 
Bridgewater Township. He is a member of the 
Somerset County Bar Association, and of the New 
Jersey State Bar Association, taking an active part 
in the affairs of both organizations. He is also 
well known in Masonic circles as a member of 
Solomon Lodge, No. 46, Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons, of Somerville, New Jersey, of which he is a 
Past Master; Keystone Chapter, No. 25, Royal 
Arch Masons, of Somerville, of which he is a 
Past High Priest; and Trinity Commandery, No. 
17, Knights Templar, of Plainfield, New Jersey. 
His membership in the Somerville Country Club 
‘gives him healthful outdoor recreation and pleas- 
ant social contacts. His religious affiliation is with 
the Third Reformed Church of Raritan, and he 
has served as superintendent of the church school 
there for sixteen years. 

John Franklin Reger married, at Raritan, New 
Jersey, August 1, 1907, Mary Quick Durling, daugh- 
ter of Nathaniel M. P. and Anna G. (Voorhees) 
Durling, of Somerset County, New Jersey. Mr. 
and Mrs. Reger live at No. 100 Prospect Street, 
Somerville, where they have recently built a new 
home. 


WILLIAM HENRY KITCHELL—Among 
those whose names should be included in any com- 
plete record of the citizens of this section of the 
State is the late William H. Kitchell, who was well 
known in Whippany and vicinity as a successful 
business man and as a public official. Mr. Kitchell 
was for many years identified with the Nickle 
Plate Railroad Company, and was a Rutgers Col- 
lege man. 

William H. Kitchell was born in Whippany, New 
Jersey, son of William H. and Louise (Mahr) 
Kitchell. He received his earliest education in the 
public schools of Whippany, and then continued his 
studies in the schools of Mendham, New Jersey, 
after which he became a student in Rutgers Col- 
lege, at New Brunswick, New Jersey. Upon the 
completion of his college course he became identi- 
fied with the Nickle Plate Railroad Company, and 
that connection he maintained throughout his ac- 
tive career. He was actively interested in local 
public affairs, and was justice of peace for a num- 
ber of years and notary public. 

Mr. Kitchell was a member of Century Lodge, 
Free and Accepted Masons, of South Orange, New 
Jersey, and his religious affiliation was with the 
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Presbyterian Church, in which he was very active. 

William H. Kitchell was married, at Deshler, 
Ohio, to Velma MacCullough, daughter of Silas 
and Sarah (Pierce) MacCullough. Mrs. Kitchell 
survives her husband, and at the present time 
(1927) is serving as postmistress of Whippany, 
to which office she was appointed in August, 1923, 
by President Coolidge. She is a member of Eve- 
ning Star Lodge, No. 29, Order of Rebekah, and 
is well known in Whippany as an efficient post- 
mistress, and a woman of ability. She has a host 
of friends in this section of the county. 


REUBEN JOHNSON SOUTHWICK—A 
native of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, but a resi- 
dent of New Jersey since 1888, Mr. Southwick 
was first located in Raritan in 1888, then removed 
to Somerville in 1890 and located on Main Street, 
and in that place engaged in plumbing and heating 
and contracting, his headquarters for the last twen- 
ty-one years being at No. 58 South Street. There 
he has built up a very large business, which is 
considered the most successful and extensive of its 
type in Somerville and the adjoining territory, much 
of his work having been done in connection with 
the erection of the best type of private residences 
and the most important public buildings. His large 
business is the more a credit to his ability, integ- 
rity and industry, because he created it as the result 
of his own efforts. Naturally he is considered one 
of the leading business men of Somerville, to the 
development of which he has made valuable con- 
tributions and where he enjoys to an unusual de- 
xree the respect and confidence of his fellow- 
citizens. 

Reuben J. Southwick was born in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, July 19, 1864, a son of William and 
Phoebe J. (Sprague) Southwick, the latter a 
daughter of Jeremiah Sprague of Ocean County, 
New Jersey. His parents died when he was only 
six years of age, at which time he went to live with 
his maternal grandparents on their farm at West 
Creek, New Jersey. There he remained until his 
thirteenth year, when he went to New York City, 
where he became an apprentice in the plumbing 
business conducted by Alderman George B. Brown, 
in Harlem. Three years later, after he had ac- 
quired a thorough foundation in this line of work, 
he accepted a position with E. L. Vermilye, with 
whom he remained for two years. He next worked 
for Thomas Bailey, at Carmansville, New York, 
holding the responsible position of foreman on all 
this firm’s construction work. In 1888 he left New 
York City and removed to Raritan, Middlesex 
County, New Jersey, where he became a partner in 
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the firm of W: F. Peebles & Company. When three 
years later, in 1800, this partnership was dissolved, 
Mr. Southwick went to Somerville, Somerset 
County, and there established himself under his 
own name in the plumbing business, with head- 
quarters in the old Somerset Hall. Six years later 
he removed to a store on Main Street, his steadily 
growing business requiring larger quarters. After 
another ten years his business had still further ex- 
panded, and he then purchased the property at No. 
58 South Street, where he has been located ever 
since then. He carries on a general plumbing, 
heating and roofing business, specializing in the in- 
stallation of heating and ventilating plants and in 
construction work in these lines. He also handles 
galvanized iron and sheet iron work, carries a stock 
of accessories for his various types of work, and 
in the latter field conducts a wholesale business. 
His annual business in recent years has amounted 
to $75,000, and he employs anywhere from eight to 
sixteen people, according to the season of the year. 
Amongst the more important contracts which he 
has successfully handled in recent years should 
be mentioned those in connection with the erection 
of the Senator Thompson Building, the Stillwell 
Building, the Somerset Hotel, the County Hotel, 
the Botti Building, the Somerset Hall Building, the 
the Gazette Building, and the Dooley Brothers’ 
Building, all of Somerville. However, he also does 
considerable work in other towns within a radius 
of thirty miles. He has done much work on the 
famous James B. Duke estate near Somerville, and 
handled contracts on the Roman Catholic Church 
in Raritan, the Watchung School, the Parker 
School, the Annandale School, the Bonnie Brae 
School at Millington, New Jersey, and its farm 
building, and the Edward Larned Home. He is a 
member of the Master Plumbers’ Association of 
Perth Amboy, New Jersey. 

~ Mr. Southwick married, October 16, 1889, Sarah 
F. Lindsley, of Somerville, New Jersey, who died 
in 1920. Mr. and Mrs. Southwick were the par- 
ents of five children: Kittie P., wife of Vincent 
Hunt, of Somerville; Edna, wife of Luther Mason, 
of Somerville; Reuben J., Jr., married to Bessie 
Moke, and a resident of Somerville; Florence; and 
Euleta L., a graduate of the Physical Training 
School, Anderson College, New Haven, Connecti- 
cut. The family residence is located at No. 58 
South Street, Somerville. 


GEORGE LEWIS MACK, M. D.—Inasmuch 
as the physician and surgeon is, by far, the most 
essential and important member of any community, 
a historical work treating upon the lives and activ- 
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ities of the leading citizens of Bound Brook, and 
intended for reference by both present and future 
generations, would not be complete did it not in- 
clude a representative member of the medical pro- 
fession, and an article pertaining to George Lewis 
Mack, M. D., accordingly appears hereafter. 

A native of the city of Perth Amboy, New Jer- 
sey, Dr. George Lewis Mack was born July 4, 1881, 
the son of George W. and Frances (Wood) Mack. 
After obtaining his preliminary education, he was 
graduated from the high school at Perth Amboy, 
and also from the University of Maryland, Balti- 
more, Maryland, and was graduated, in the class 
of 1907, from the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, at. Baltimore, Maryland, having received 
from that institution the degree of Doctor of Med- 
icine. Subsequent to a period of interneship, which 
he served at the Elizabeth (New Jersey) General 
Hospital, Dr. Mack engaged in the practice of his 
profession at Freehold, New Jersey, and there re- 
mained for two years, during 1909 and I910. Since 
the last-mentioned year he has engaged in general 
practice in Bound Brook, specializing in physio- 
therapy and industrial surgery, and is also profes- 
sionally occupied as a member of the staff at St. 
Peter’s General Hospital, New Brunswick, New 
Jersey. He is affiliated with the Somerset County 
Medical Society, New Jersey Medical Society, and 
the American Medical Association, and is local 
surgeon of the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company 
and Philadelphia & Reading Railway. Dr. Mack is 
also a member of the Lodge No. 105, Free and 
Accepted Masons; the National League of Ma- 
sonic Clubs; the Eastern Star; the Fraternal Order 
of Eagles, Lodge No. 2310 (Somerville) ; the Tall 
Cedars of Lebanon; and the Square Club. He is 
now serving his second term as a member of the 
Borough Council, and belongs to the Presbyterian 
church. 

Dr. George Lewis Mack married, November 8, 
1922, Mabel L. Browne, a resident of East 
Bound Brook, and has a son, George Lewis, Jr. 
Dr. Mack is located at No. 312 East High Street, 
Bound Brook, New Jersey. 


ROBERT B. JOLLEY—The death of Robert 
B. Jolley, of Morristown, New Jersey, November 
6, 1926, at the age of fifty years, prematurely ended 
a career of great usefulness and of substantial 
achievement. As founder, owner and manager of 
the R. B. Jolley Electrical Contracting firm, and as 
owner and conductor of a “Carnival,” a high-class 
organization operating in New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania and New York, he was equally successful, 
and was well known as one of the leading business 
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men of this section of the State. His benefactions 
were many, and he was always a friend to those in 
need. In the matter of providing amusement with- 
in the means of the poor he was an indefatigable 
worker, and many families owe to him the courage 
and cheer brought to them by hours of enjoyment 
made possible by Robert B. Jolley. 

Edward Jolley, father of Mr. Jolley, was born 
in Morristown, New Jersey, received his education 
in the public schools here, and then engaged in the 
livery business, operating an exclusive establish- 
ment and becoming one of the most popular cit- 
izens of the town. As a young man he served in 
the Civil War, and as a successful business man he 
did not fail to serve the community in which he 
lived, taking an active part in civic affairs, and 
contributing freely to the advancement of the gen- 
eral welfare. He was a member of the fire de- 
partment, and was always ready to aid in any 
project which seemed to promise benefit to the 
town. He married Sarah M. Hedden, and they 
were the parents of two children: Mary, who mar- 
ried John B. Place, of Morristown; and Robert 
B., of further mention. 

Robert B. Jolley, son of Edward and Sarah M. 
(Hedden) Jolley, was born in Morristown, New 
Jersey, in 1876, and died November 6, 1926, at the 
age of fifty years. He received his education in 
the public schools of Morristown, and when school 
days were over entered the employ of the Electric 
Light Company, of Morristown. In 1900, when he 
was twenty-four years of age, he established the 
R. B. Jolley Electrical Contracting business, which 
he built up until it ranked as one of the leading 
concerns of its kind in this section of the State, 
and which he continued to operate to the time of 
his death. In addition to his general contracting 
business he also handled all kinds of electrical ap- 
pliances for domestic use, and he was also one of 
the pioneers in the radio business in Morristown, 
in which field he developed a large business, while 
still continuing his general contracting. In addi- 
tion to the successful management of his electrical 
contracting and sales business Mr. Jolley also 
owned and directed an amusement organization 
which was known as a “Carnival,” and which op- 
erated in New Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York, 
in which field also he was very successful. It is 
interesting to note that at the beginning of his busi- 
ness career, about a year after he first opened his 
shop in Morristown, Mr. Jolley made a change and 
went to Elizabeth, New Jersey, but he soon re- 
turned to Morristown, and devoted his entire ac- 
tive career to the development of his business here. 
He was extremely generous and always. ready to 
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aid any charitable undertaking, as well as to con- 
tribute both time and money to the general civic 
welfare. 

Mr. Jolley was a member of Lodge No. 815, Be- 
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks; of the 
Junior Order United American Mechanics; and of 
the Daughters of Liberty. His religious affiliation 
was with the Methodist Episcopal Church. His 
death at the comparatively early age of fifty years 
was a distinct loss to the community and was deeply 
mourned by a host of friends and associates, as 
well as by the many recipients of his bounty. 

Robert B. Jolley was married, December 16, 
1808, to Minnie M. Smith, of Hackettstown, New 
Jersey, daughter of Isaac and Josephine (Winters) 
Smith. Her father was connected with the D. L. 
and W. R. R. from the age of fifteen years until 
his death, which occurred in 1912. Mr. and Mrs. 
Jolley became the parents of three children: 1. Ed- 
win R., deceased, who was electrocuted while on 
duty along the lines in the employ of the Telephone 
Company. He married Ethel Jones, and their chil- 
dred are: Margaret Elizabeth and Robert Edwin. 
2. Isaac S., of whom further. 3. Marian M., who 
married Frank Plant, of Newark, New Jersey, and 
they have one child, Joy. 

Isaac S. Jolley, son of Robert B. and Minnie M. 
(Smith) Jolley, was born in Elizabeth, New Jer- 
sey, and was reared in Morristown, to which place 
his parents returned shortly after he was born. He 
received his education in the public schools of 
Morristown and in the Alveine Art School, of New 
York, from which he was graduated with the class 
of 1920, and from which he entered the theatrical 
world as support to Taylor Holmes, continuing 
very successfully as leading man with Vera Gordon 
for three years, and in 1925-26 appearing as leading 
man in the well-known musical comedy “The Bat- 
tling Butler.” In 1926, he was called home to look 
after his father’s affairs, and he has since then been 
successfully managing his father’s important elec- 
trical contracting business. He married March 19, 
1918, Emily Hacker, of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
daughter of Harry and Emily Hacker, her mother 
now deceased. They are the parents of two chil- 
dren: Sandra Jane and Stanford. They reside in 
New York City. 

Isaac S. Jolley is a member of the Actors’ Equity 
Association and a member of the National Vaude- 
ville Artists of America. 


CHARLES PFADENHAUER—Charles Pfad- 
enhauer, a prominent contractor and builder of 
Bernardsville, New Jersey, and one of the very 
well known men in that community, was born on 


NORTHWESTERN NEW JERSEY 


June 2, 1879, in Germany. Mr. Pfadenhauer is a 
son of Christian and Caroline (Eber) Pfadenhauer, 
both of whom are now deceased. Caroline (Eber) 
Pfadenhauer, the mother, was born in Germany 
during the year 1834, and she died in America in 
the year 1924. Christian Pfadenhauer, the father, 
was born in Germany during the year 1834, and he, 
too, died there, during the year 1801. He was a 
manufacturer and importer of baskets and basket- 
ware. He was a very well known man in his part 
of that land, and his death was a loss to his wide 
circle of friends, for he was beloved by those who 
knew him well, and respected by all with whom 
he came in contact. 

Charles Pfadenhauer received his early educa- 
tion in the public school system of his part of 
Germany, and he voyaged to this country during 
the year 1892, going first to Lenox, Massachu- 
setts, where he worked at the upholstery trade in 
company with his brother. He continued thus for 
about one year, after which he removed to Plain- 
field, New Jersey, and there worked at stair build- 
ing. This turned out to be a successful change for 
him, and he remained in this work five consecutive 
years. He then returned to Lenox, Massachu- 
setts, and there entered the employ of the V. J. 
Hedden & Sons Company, one of the larger build- 
ing and contracting firms in New York City and 
Newark, New Jersey. At the end of about one 
year with this concern, however, he resigned and 
returning to New Jersey, he obtained general em- 
ployment in the city of Morristown for a period of 
about eighteen months, working mostly for one of 
the branch houses of a large New York contractor. 
He then returned to employment with the V. J. 
Hedden & Sons Company, at Newark, New 
Jersey, taking.charge of various sections of their 
Newark mill during a peroid of five years. In the 
year 1901, however, he made his final change. 
Resigning from the Hedden Company, he removed 
permanently to Bernardsville, New Jersey, and 
there started in the building and contracting busi- 
ness on his own account and under his own name. 
This has since turned out to be a highly success- 
ful venture, and the one in which he has since 
remained. He now employs some fifty hands for 
constant work, and among the more important of 
the contracts he has executed are the present 
Bernardsville Congregational Church, and many of 
the finer residences in and around Bernardsville. 
At the date of the writing of this biographical 
history, 1927, Mr. Pfadenhauer is now working on 
a large and highly modern three-story office build- 
ing at the juncture of Claremont Road and Essex 
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Avenue, Bernardsville, and this contract is entirely 
done for himself. He will own and operate the 
building when it is completed, and he expects to 
use a large portion of it for his own suite of offices, 
file rooms, etc., as pertaining to his own business. 
He now operates eight motor trucks in his enter- 
prise, and is, indeed, spoken of as one of the most 
progressive men in his part of the State. 

Despite the many varied and exacting duties of 
the work in which he has been engaged, Mr. 
Pfadenhauer has nevertheless found time in which 
to take a keen interest in the civic and general 
affairs of his community. In his political views 
he is a staunch supporter of the Republican party, 
and as such he is noted for the excellent manner 
in which he stands behind any movement designed 
for the welfare or advancement of his town, Bern- 
ardsville. He has been almost equally active in his 
club and social life, for he is now affiliated, fra- 
ternally, with the Seeney Lodge, No. 263, Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows. 

Charles Pfadenhauer married, March 18, 1903, 
Mary A. Merkel, of New York City. By this 
union three children have been born, a son and two 
daughters: 1. Herman Pfadenhauer, who was 
born during the year 1904. 2. Bertha Pfaden- 
hauer. 3. Agnes Pfadenhauer. Mr. Pfadenhauer 
and his family maintain their residence in Bern- 
ardsville, in which community they attend the 
Episcopal Church. 


ALFREDO NANGERONI—Bound Brook, 
New Jersey, is known far and wide for the excel- 
lence of its hostelry, the Bound Brook Inn, which 
is conducted by Alfredo Nangeroni, one of the 
most able and successful hotel men in this section 
of the country. 

Born and reared in the northern part of Italy, 
Alfredo Nangeroni first saw the light of day in 
1892, on October 6 of that year. The recipient of 
a substantial education in the schools of his native 
land, he quitted the familiar haunts in 1909 and 
journeyed to America. His ship docked in the 
harbor at New York City, and there young Alfredo 
made his home for the following five years, intently 
engaged in learning the ramifications of the hotel 
business. In 1915, he determined to capitalize 
the knowledge he had thus acquired, and accord- 
ingly founded a hotel in the town of Fort Lee, 
New Jersey, and afterwards conducted a restau- 
rant in New York City. In 1922 he opened the 
Bound Brook Inn and it immediately became 
famed as a mecca for tourists and others compris- 
ing his high class clientele who have occasion to 


190 


visit in the vicinity. To date, Mr. Nangeroni has 
been engaged in the hotel business for eleven years, 
and displays no hesitancy in the admission that 
there he has made a success. Mr. Nangeroni is 
greatly interested in the civic welfare of the com- 
munity, and is also a member of the Bound Brook 
Lodge, No. 1388, Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks. He is affiliated, in New York City, 
with Mazzini Lodge, No. 824, Free and Accepted 
Masons. 

On November 1, 1917, Alfredo Nangeroni was 
married to Teresa Rippo who, like himself, was 
born and reared in Italy. They are the parents of 
two children, Louis, and Rosalindo. 


HON. CHARLES H. FETTERLY—The 
American forebears of Hon. Charles H. Fetterly, 
mayor of Bound Brook, New Jersey, came orig- 
inally from England and took up residence in the 
Dominion of Canada many years ago, and event- 
ually certain members of the family, including the 
great-great-grandfather of Mayor Fetterly, re- 
moved from Canada to the United States and 
finally settled in Ogdensburg, New York State. 
Among the descendants of this first American an- 
cestor have been many who have entered the profes- 
sions as doctors, lawyers or ministers, and others 
have embarked, successfully, in mercantile enter- 
prises. 

Judge Alvin Fetterly, father of Mayor Fetterly, 
was a distinguished lawyer, and served as district 
judge of St. Lawrence County, New York State. 

Hon. Charles H. Fetterly, son of Judge Alvin 
and Florence (Harland) Fetterly, was born in 
Ogdensburg, New York. After completing his 
rudimentary and preparatory studies, he matricu- 
lated at St. Lawrence University, but abandoned 
his legal studies for the time being in order to en- 
list as a soldier in the Spanish-American War. 
He entered the service as a private, and was mus- 
tered out of the service after the expiration of a 
year and nine months, with the commissioned rank 
of second lieutenant in Company “H,” 2o1st New 
York Regiment. He then entered Columbia Uni- 
versity, from which institution he received the de- 
gree of Doctor of Philosophy as a member of the 
graduating class of 1904. He afterwards came to 
New Jersey, and located at Somerville, where he 
remained for six years, at the expiration of which 
time he removed to Bound Brook, after which he 
operated coincidentally, drug stores in both Somer- 
ville and Bound Brook, but later made an advan- 
tageous connection with the firm of Nelson, Baker 
& Company, Detroit, manufacturing chemists, as 
the eastern manager for that concern, with execu- 
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tive offices at No. 30 Church Street, New York City, 
and has thus continued for the past twenty years, 
spending his days at the New York office and re- 
turning in the evenings to supervise the affairs of 
his pharmacy at Bound Brook. Mayor Fetterly is 
a director of the Drug Exchange of Newark, New 
Jersey, a member of the National Association of 
Retail Druggists, the New Jersey Pharmaceutical 
Association; was police commissioner in 1915; 
served as president of the Bound Brook Chamber 
of Commerce in 1925; member and president of the 
borough council; elected to the office of mayor in 
1925; is a director of the L. A. W. Acceptance 
Corps of New Brunswick; a director of the Mid- 
dlebrook Building and Loan Association; holds 
membership in the Middlebrook Country Club, and 
in 1922 was its president; member of the Raritan 
Valley Country Club, the Newark Athletic Club, 
the Drug Club of New York City, charter member 
of Lodge No. 1388, Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, also charter member of Lodge No. 1068, 
of the last named order; belongs to Solomon 
Lodge, No. 46, Free and Accepted Masons, and is 
an attendant of the First Presbyterian Church. 
On December 27, 1005, Mayor Fetterly was 
united in marriage to Louise Brokaw, daughter of 


the Rev. Isaac P. Brokaw, of Freehold, New Jer- 


sey, and Emma (Perlee) Brokaw, who was for a 
period of thirty-five years the minister in charge 
of the Dutch Reformed Church at Freehold. Three 
children have been born to Mayor and Mrs. Fet- 
terly: 1. Elizabeth, died at the age of three years. 
2. Louise Brokaw. 3. Barbara Harland. The fam- 
ily residence is at No. 14 East Maple Avenue, 
Bound Brook, New Jersey. 


J. FLOYD LUSE—As one of the proprietors 
of Bedminster Garage, located on the main high- 
way in Bedminster, New Jersey, J. Floyd Luse 
and Frederick V. N. Eick are conducting a prosper- 
ous storage garage and service station, and are also 
handling the Willys-Knight, the Whippet, and the 
Overland Six cars. Their fine new plant, erected 
in 1923, is one of the most modern and thoroughly 
well equipped in the country, and the quality of 
the service which they render has placed them 
among the first in the country in point of excel- 
lence. Tourists from all over the country have 
received expert service here, and local automobile 
owners know that they will always receive fair 
treatment and first class service at the Bedminster 
Garage. 

J. Floyd Luse was born in Newark, New Jersey, 
May 31, 1892, and spent his early years in the city 
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of his birth, attending the local public schools. 
When he was fifteen years of age the family 
removed to Gladstone, New Jersey, and there, 
when his school training was completed, he learned 
the trade of the carpenter. He continued to follow 
his trade until 1920, when he*came to Bedminster 
and, in partnership with Frederick Van Ness. Eick, a 
sketch of whom follows, established the Bedmin- 
ster Garage. The young men met with success in 
their venture, and by 1923 their patronage had 
grown to proportions which made necessary a 
new place of business. Their present building was 
erected in 1923, a building 75 by 50 feet, with an 
ell 24 by 24 feet. 
one of the best of its kind in the country. The 
partners do a general service business, also con- 
duct a storage garage, and act as salesmen for 
the Willys-Knight, the Whippet, and the Over- 
land Six. They specialize in service, however, and 
their many satisfied patrons have become their 
best advertising mediums. Located on the main 
highway of Bedminster, they are so situated as 
to be most convenient both for local auto owners 
and for tourists passing through the place, and the 
quality of service which they render has already 
made them well known among the tourists and 
‘““week-enders” who use this route during the sum- 
mer season. 

Fraternally, Mr. Luse is a member of the 
Junior Order United American Mechanics, and of 
the Knights of Pythias. He is also a member of 
the Far Hills Fire Company. He is a member of 
the Grantley Country Club. 

J. Floyd Luse was married, in September, 1919, 
to Mary V. Flomerfelt, of Far Hills, daughter of 
William B. and Margaret (Van Arsdale) Flomer- 
felt. Mr. and Mrs. Luse are the parents of one 
child, Jack Crawford, who was born November 
23, 1923. They reside at Far Hills, New Jersey. 


FREDERICK VAN NESS EICK—During 
the World War, when our soldiers were battling 
with their allies against the Central Powers, the 
demand for expert authorities on mechanical 
repairs to rolling stock, particularly automobile 
trucks, caused the entrance into the army of the 
best mechanical talent of practically every city, 
town and hamlet in the United States, and it was 
at that crucial period that Frederick Van Ness Eick 
now co-proprietor of the Bedminster Garage, 
offered his services to the Nation. 

A native of Oldwick, New Jersey, Frederick V. N. 
Eick was born in that community on February 26, 
1893, son of John and Sarah (Hoover) Eick. He 
obtained his education in the public schools at 
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Fairmount and the high school at High Bridge. 
In May, 1917, he enlisted in the World War. 
Prior to going overseas, in August, 1918, with the 
33d Ambulance Company, he was stationed, first, 
at Butler, New Jersey; secondly, at Syracuse, New 
York; thirdly, at Allentown, Pennsylvania; and 
finally at Charlotte, North Carolina, from which 
camp he entrained for Camp Merritt with other 
members of his company, preparatory to embarka- 
tion for overseas duty. In the course of his service 
in France, he participated in four major opera- 
tions, including those of Chateau Thierry Offen- 
sive, and the St. Mihiel sector Offensive, and was 
rated as a first mechanic. After the signing of the 
armistice, he served in Germany for a period of 
eight months, as a member of the army of occu- 
pation, and was mustered out of the service in 
August, 1919. After returning to the United 
States, he eventually formed his present partner- 
ship with J. Floyd Luse (whose sketch precedes 
this), in March, 1920, and engaged in the operation 
of the Bedminster Garage. Mr. Eick is a member 
of the Knights of Pythias, of Somerville. 

Frederick Van Ness Eick was married, on Octo- 
ber 26, 1921, to Hilda Vosseller, a native of Bound 
Brook, New Jersey, daughter of William and 
Martha (Knoll) Vosseller. Mr. and Mrs. Eick 
maintain their residence in Bedminster. 


ISAAC DANIEL LYON—A leading jeweler 
of Morristown, New Jersey, highly successful in 
the conduct of his own business, and in promoting 
the standards of the New Jersey Jewelers’ Asso- 
ciation, of which he is a charter member, Isaac 
Daniel Lyon has also greatly contributed to pub- 
lic welfare in educating the people to better fitting 
eye-glasses as a significant factor in eye-conserva- 
tion. He is a representative on both the paternal 
and maternal sides of old families, of Morris 
County, members in each generation participating 
in the upbuilding of their communities. Daniel 
Lyon, the earliest known ancestor on the father’s 
side, moved to Parsippany, Morris County, New 
Jersey, from Newark, Essex County, and there 
spent the remainder of his days. One of his chil- 
dren was Stephen Smith Lyon, a farmer in Parsip- 
pany, who also had teams engaged in carting ore 
from mines above Rockaway, New Jersey, to a 
good market in Newark. He lived to the vener- 
able age of eighty-six, everywhere esteemed as an 
upright man and excellent citizen. Of his three 
children—Mrs. Sitz of Newark, Charles Lyon of 
Roseville, and Isaac Daniel—the last-named was 
father to the subject of this record. 

Isaac Daniel Lyon was born at Parsippany, New 
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Jersey, in 1840, and died in April, 1866. He was a 
farmer, a veterinary surgeon, and also in partner- 
ship with a superintendent of the Newark Horse 
Car Line, for which he furnished the horses. He 
married, March 8, 1864, Harriet Eliza Dickerson, 
born at Denville, Morris County, New Jersey, 
March 9, 1843, daughter of Stephen and Nancy 
(Smith) Dickerson, and descendant of Philomon 
Dickerson, who came from England early in the 
history of the Massachusetts Colony and was 
among the freemen of Salem in 1638. In 1643 he 
purchased from the Indians a large tract of land 
on the north shore of Long Island and took up his 
residence at Southold, where he died at the age of 
seventy-four years. The line descended through 
his sons, Thomas and Peter. One of his descend- 
ants, Philomon Dickerson, was Governor of New 
Jersey, Congressman, and judge of the United 
States District Court of New Jersey. Others 
were: Daniel Dickerson, a farmer, who married 
Phebe Genung; Daniel (2) Dickerson; Thomas 
Dickerson, who married Sarah Hall; and Stephen 
Dickerson, who married Nancy Smith, parents of 
Harriet Eliza (Dickerson) Lyon. Mrs. Lyon 
married (second), February 4, 1875, Rev. Ben- 
jamin N. Reed. The children of the first union 
were Cora Anna, now the wife of J. ‘E. Welsh, of 
Morristown; and Isaac Daniel, of further mention. 

Isaac Daniel Lyon, son of Isaac Daniel and 
Harriet Eliza (Dickerson) Lyon, was born in 
Taber, New Jersey, October 11, 1866. His early 
years were spent in Denville, where he obtained 
the rudiments of his education, and after twelve 
years of age, he attended the Morristown schools, 
the family having moved there in order to give the 
children the benefit of these excellent educational 
institutions. In 1883 the boy was apprenticed to 
Alonzo Graves to learn the jewelry trade. Watch- 
making he also learned, working at it for a time 
in Philadelphia. He then engaged in business for 
himself in 1894. His first establishment, which 
prospered from the start, was in the McAlpin 
Block, of which he was one of the first tenants, 
and where he remained until 1923. He then moved 
to his present location on the Miller Block. He 
purchased the building numbered 43-44-45 Park 
Place and remodeled it into one of the choice busi- 
ness and office locations of Morristown. Mr. 
Lyon was one of the earliest in his line of business 
to realize the importance of correctly fitting 
glasses. He was among those who organized the 
New Jersey Optical Society, and who helped win 
for Morristown general recognition as a center for 
efficiency in fitting glasses and thus helping in the 
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conservation of eye-sight. So excellent a business 
man has Mr. Lyon proved himself that in 1914 he 
was elected a director of the American Trust Com- 
pany of Morristown, a position he still holds. 

His fraternal affiliations are with the Morris- 
town Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, the 
Mohusconungie Tribe, Improved Order of Red Men, 
and other bodies. His political views are Repub- 
lican; his religious, the tenets of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. He is a charter member of the 
Spring Brook Country Club, a member of the 
Tapkaow and the Exchange clubs, and of the 
Washington Association. All phases of community 
progress have his prompt and efficient support, like 
securing the excellent location of the present high 
school, in which Mr. Lyon was a prime mover. 

Isaac Daniel Lyon married, October 26, 1808, 
in Morristown, Ida May Carrell, daughter of the 
late Eugene and Ida (Fletcher) (Searing) Carrell, 
and a descendant of a pioneer family of Morris- 
town, one of her ancestors having been one of the 
founders of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Morristown. Her father, born at Phillipsburg, 
New Jersey, September 1, 1850, died in Morris- 
town, January 21, 1914, a man of prominence in the 
community, a director of the American Trust 
Company, proprietor of a business of his own, and 
public official. To Mr. and Mrs. Lyon were born 
four children: 1. Harold C., born in 1901, associ- 
ated with his father in the jewelry business. 2. 
Kenneth R., born in 1905, graduated from Lafay- 
ette College, class 1924; Rochester School of Op- 
tometry, class 1928. 3. Margaret E., born in 1908, 
St. Elizabeth’s College, class of 1930. 4. Stuart 
Searing, born September 26, 1913, attending high 
school. 


DAVID NEVIUS MESSLER—In his capac- 
ity as authority on realty values in Somerville and 
vicinity, and head of a real estate and insurance 
business which has prospered for a quarter of a 
century in the town, which is in a prosperous sec- 
tion of New Jersey, and as a factor in the local 
newspaper world, D. N. Messler has participated 
in community development along all lines. He is 
one of the best known business men and citizens 
of Somerville. 

D. N. Messler was born at Pluckemin, January 
22, 1856, son of William S. and Margaret M. (Van 
Zant) Messler. After completing the course of 
studies given by the Somerville public schools, he 
learned the printing trade in the “Messenger” 
printing establishment, where for seven years he 
found employment. He then was associated with 
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the “Gazette,” under A. V. D. Honeyman for 
eleven years, from 1876 to 1887. His first inde- 
pendent venture was the establishment of the 
“Jersey Knight,” and his second, the “Somerset 
Democrat,’ which he published for twenty-four 
years. His newspaper publications grew to a total 
of five, all printed in Somerville, including, among 
others, the Lake Hopatcong ‘Breeze.” 

It was in 1901 that Mr. Messler broadened his 
activities to include the real estate field. His offices 
are at No. 10 West Main Street. He confines his 
transactions largely to Somerville real estate and 
owns valuable property, both business and _ resi- 
dential. Meanwhile, the insurance needs of his cli- 
ents are well cared for by his son, Garwood O. 
Messler, who represents every line. He stimu- 
lates community advancement at many points. D. 
N. Messler is a trustee and treasurer of the 
Somerset Hospital and has been active in its 
counsels since its founding, particularly with re- 
spect to the erection of the new hospital, a credit 
to the town. He is a Director and member of the 
Appraisal Committee of the Citizens’ Building 
and Loan Association, a member and trustee of 
the Chamber of Commerce and Chairman of its 
Industrial Committee. He is a member of the 
County, State, and National Real Estate boards. 

Mr. Messler’s fraternal affiliations are with the 
Knights of Pythias of Somerville, of which he is 
Past Chancellor; Solomon Lodge, No. 46, Free 
and Accepted Masons; Keystone Chapter, No. 25, 
Royal Arch Masons; the Plainfield Commandery, 
Knights Templar, of Plainfield; the Valley of 
Jersey City Consistory, Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite; Mecca Temple, Ancient Arabic Order 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of New York City. 
His politics are those of the Democratic party. 
Mr. Messler is a Trustee of the Exempt Fire- 
men’s Association of Somerville. He is a member 
and deacon of the First Baptist Church. 

On February 12, 1880, David N. Messler mar- 
ried Louetta Opdycke, of Somerville, daughter of 
Henry T. and Amy (Bartholomew) Opdycke. 
Children: 1. Robert T., of Westfield, New Jersey, 
assistant circulation manager of the Crowell Pub- 
lishing Company, married to Jeannette Nevius of 
Somerville. 2. Garwood O., a veteran of the 
World War, Sergeant in the Medical Corps, with 
a record of eighteen months of service in France; 
married in Paris to Louise A. Robert, by whom he 
has a daughter, Odette. He is now in the insur- 
ance business in Somerville; associated with his 
father in business. 
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GEORGE O. KYMER, one of the most suc- 
cessful farmers in Frankford Township, New Jer- 
sey, one of the thoroughly substantial citizens of 
that township, and a man who has long served in 
public offices of trust, was born July 19, 1864, in 
Beemerville, New Jersey. Mr. Kymer is a son of 
Croel E. and Emily (Owen) Kymer; and a grand- 
son of John Kymer, who was a well-to-do farmer 
of Beemerville, and a man highly respected by all 
with whom he came in contact. He lived upon 
his farm until the time of his death, at the age of 
eighty-four years. His children were five in num- 
bers) 17 Hamal DD: 2, “Barrett... 3.Lynch: Ds 4: 
Croel E., of whom further. 5. James C. Kymer, 
all of whom are now deceased. 

Croel E. Kymer, the fourth son and fourth child 
of John Kymer, and the father of George O. Ky- 
mer, was born April 7, 1821, and died November 9, 
1892. He was a farmer all of his life in Frank- 
ford Township. He had married Emily Owen, of 
Orange County, New York, who was born March 
I, 1835, and died March 1, 1897, at sixty-two years 
of age. Mr. and Mrs. Kymer were the parents of 
eleven children, of whom but four are now living: 
1. James. 2. George O., of whom further. 3. Lulu 
Bessie. 4. Florence Annie. 

George O. Kymer received his education in the 
district schools of the community in which he was 
born, Beemerville, and immediately upon the 
completion of these courses of study, he re- 
turned to the farm where he was raised, working 
there as a helper to his father until the date of the 
elder Mr. Kymer’s death. Indeed, he has still car- 
ried on operations upon this excellent tract of land, 
and so successful have his operations been in this 
respect that today he is known as one of the fore- 
most agriculturists of his part of the State. And 
he is a man respected and esteemed by all with 
whom he comes in contact, for his character is such 
that he cannot help but form lasting friendships 
wherever he goes. 

Despite the many duties required in the success- 
ful operation of his estate, Mr. Kymer has still found 
time in which to serve the people of his community 
in other than a private capacity. He has served as a 
member of the Board of Education for a very con- 
siderable number of years—for four years of which 
he has been the president of this board. He has 
also served, over a period of six years, as a mem- 
ber of the Township Committee, for a large portion 
of which time he has acted as chairman of the 
committee. Mr. Kymer is also one of the very ac- 
tive members of the Frankford Plains Methodist 
Episcopal Church; and he has long served as presi- 
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dent of the board of trustees of this religious or- 
ganization. He has also filled the office of vice- 
president of the Frankford Plain Cemetery Associ- 
ation which, in itself, is one of the oldest and best 
kept cemeteries in Northwestern New Jersey. 

George O. Kymer married, in March, 1896, Car- 
rie Beemer, a daughter of Alva and Catharine 
(Richard) Beemer, of Frankford Township. Mr. 
and Mrs. Kymer are the parents of one child, a 
daughter: Marguerite Kymer. Mr. and Mrs. Ky- 
mer and their daughter reside upon the Kymer 
homestead farm, near Beemerville. 





ROBERT ROY GOBLE—Among those own- 
ers of farms in Sussex County who represent the 
third generation to cultivate the homestead acres 
were, until 1921, Robert Roy Goble and his twin 
sister, Anna Phoebe Goble, who lived upon the 
Goble farm near Newton, Sussex County, New 
Jersey, a farm now comprising about 148 acres. 
The sudden death of the brother, in 1921, left the 
twin sister to manage the farm alone. The two had 
been closely associated throughout the entire period 
of their lives, and Miss Goble, sole survivor of her 
family, is now the owner and manager of the farm. 
The Goble family is one of the early and highly 
respected families of Sussex County. is allied by 
marriage with several other pioneer families of this 
section, and has for several generations been closely 
identified with the civic and economic development 
of this section of the State. 

Gershom Goble, great-grandfather of Robert Roy 
and Anna Phoebe Roy, was born March 29, 1733, 
and died about 1808. He married Anna Roy, who 
was born May 21, 1736, and died in 1809, and 
among their children was Robert, of whom further. 

Robert Goble, son of Gershom and Anna (Roy) 
Goble, purchased a farm in Stillwater (now Fre- 
don) Township, in 1799, sixteen years after the 
close of the Revolutionary War. He purchased 
the farm of Joseph Kerr, who, in turn, had pur- 
chased it of Samuel J. and Richard Smith, six 
years earlier. Robert Goble was a very competent 
and prosperous man, a large land holder, and a 
successful farmer, who was engaged in agricultural 
activities throughout his life. He was twice mar- 
ried. He married (first), October 21, 1798, Lorena 
Allen. She died October 3, 1811, and he married 
(second) Elizabeth Mott, whose death occurred 
November 27, 1869. Robert Goble and both of his 
wives are buried in Yellow Frame Churchyard. 
To the first marriage four children were born: I. 
Richard. 2. Abbie. 3. Sarah. 4. Jane. To the 
second marriage six children were born: 5. Letitia. 





NORTHWESTERN NEW JERSEY 


6. Caroline. 7. Lorania. 8. Phoebe. 9. Francis, 
died young. 10. Elias R., of whom further. 

Elias R. Goble, son of Robert and Elizabeth 
(Mott) Goble, was born on his father’s farm in 
Stillwater Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
December 19, 1816, and died in 1881. He received 
the usual good, practical education of the public 
schools of his time, and lived the life of the aver- 
age boy who is reared on the farm, with plenty of 
work from the time he was old enough to be of 
assistance in doing the farm chores, but enjoying 
also the winter sports, and the usual diversions of 
the rural districts of those days. When the snow 
piled high, as it does in Sussex County, there was 
plenty of sleighing and coasting and skating, and 
when the harvests were gathered there was the fun 
of working with the extra help, usually neighbors, 
who ate with the family and called the members of 
the family by their first names. It was all very 
social and very enjoyable, and always there was the 
freedom of the out-of-door life, the hearty appe- 
tites, which, whetted with vigorous physical exer- 
cise in the open, made the plainest meal a feast, and 
the deep, sound sleep which made each new day a 
miracle of health and vigor and joyous living. 
There was also the wholesome training and the 
high thinking of the Christian farmer and the pub- 
lic-spirited citizen, and Elias R. Goble grew to a 
fine, strong manhood, skilled in his line of activity, 
always ready to lend a helping hand to those who 
were in need of friendly aid, and incorporating in 
every phase of his life those virtues which are the 
essential qualities of the Christian gentleman. He 
worked on the homestead farm in his early years, 
and in later years became its owner, continuing to 
cultivate its wide acres during the entire period of 
his active life. He married Mary Randolph Roy, 
daughter of Insley and Catherine (Dotter) Roy, 
(sister of Esther Dotter, who married John Roy. 
She died January 11, 1809, in her seventy-ninth 
year, and both she and her husband are buried 
in the Yellow Frame Church burying ground. 
Elias R. Goble was a member of Harmony Lodge, 
No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons, of Newton. 
Elias R. and Mary Randolph (Roy) Goble became 
the parents of the following children: 1. Elizabeth, 
died unmarried. 2. Emma. 3. Catherine, died, was 
wife of Rev. Davison Decker, Presbyterian min- 
ister. 4. Robert Roy, of whom further. 5. Anna 
Phoebe, twin of Robert Roy, of whom further. 6. 
Frank. 

Robert Roy Goble, son of Elias R. and Mary 
Randolph (Roy) Goble, was born on the homestead 
farm in Fredon Township, Sussex County, New 
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Jersey, September 7, 1850, and died there, April 3, 
1921. After receiving the education which the local 
schools afforded he became his father’s assistant 
on the farm, and when his father’s advancing years 
made it necessary that he should relinquish the 
heavier responsibilities of the management of so 
large a farm the son gradually took over more and 
more of both work and responsibility, until he 
finally was the manager. After the death of the 
father and mother, Robert Roy and his twin sister, 
Anna Phoebe, became the owners of the big home- 
stead tract, and continued to live in the home in 
which they were born. They had been associated 
closely in their work and their play from birth, 
and continued the close association until the sud- 
den death of Robert Roy Goble, on April 3,-1921, 
terminated the long friendship, so far as earthly 
association is concerned. The separation was a se- 
vere shock to the surviving twin, who has since that 
time managed the farm. A man of marked ability, 
intelligent, progressive, and always ready to con- 
tribute his share to the advancement of the general 
welfare, he was one of the highly respected and 
thoroughly well established citizens of Sussex 
County. As the years have passed, Miss Goble has 
won for herself a high place in the esteem of those 
with whom she has been associated, and she is 
widely known in this section of Sussex County. 
As the shadows lengthen upon the westward 
slopes of her well-spent life she remains among 
the scenes of her childhood, and of her long and 
happy years of companionship with her loved 
brother, and gives to the activities of the farm the 
skilled oversight of lifelong association and 
custom. 


HERBERT C. IRONS—One of the best 
known men of Sussex County is Herbert C. Irons, 
chief of police of Franklin, New Jersey. Mr. 
Irons has had a long experience in this field of 
work, and has most efficiently served in Franklin 
since 1915. He has been instrumental in securing 
the arrest and conviction of some noted criminals, 
and has established a reputation which is of ma- 
terial aid in preserving law and order in Franklin 
and vicinity. 

Mr. Irons is of English and Scotch ancestry. 
His grandfather, Ebenezer Irons, was a graduate 
of Cambridge University, in England, but came to 
the States in early life and settled in New York 
City, where he was an expert accountant. He was 
very much of a scholar throughout his life, and 
was also a thirty-third degree Mason, an honor 
which is conferred upon comparatively few. Rich- 
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ard Edward Irons, father of Chief Irons, received 
his education in the public schools of Brooklyn, and 
after his school training was completed became a 
carpenter and a skilled cabinet maker, drawing his 
patronage from the finest homes of New York 
City and Brooklyn. He was married to Isabella 
Elizabeth Imlay, daughter of Frederick C. Imlay, 
who served as a commissioned officer in the United 
States Navy during the Civil War and was a 
graduate of Dartmouth College. 

Herbert C. Irons, son of Richard Edward Trons, 
was born in Brooklyn, New York, September 15, 
1890, and attended the public schools of his birth- 
place. Upon the completion of his education he 
learned the carpenter’s trade, which he followed 
in New York City for about four years. On Sep- 
tember 9, 1900, he enlised in the Regular Army of 


‘the United States for a term of three years. When 


the term of his enlistment was completed he went 
to Panama as a member of the Panama Canal Zone 
police force and served there for a period of eight- 
At the end of that time he returned 
North and became a member of Troop A, Penn- 
sylvania State Police, then known as the Constab- 
ulary. Fifteen months later he resigned this posi- 
tion and identified himself with the Hercules Pow- 
der Company, with which he remained five months, 
leaving them to accept the position of chief of po- 
lice of Franklin, New Jersey. His term in this re- 
‘sponsible office began October 1, 1915, and since 
that time he has served continuously, gaining for 
himself a reputation as a skillful and fearless offi- 
cial who never hesitates to face danger in the pur- 
suit of criminals. His long and varied experience 
is a valuable asset in his present position. He has 
captured many criminals and been instrumental in 
bringing them to justice, and he has had many nar- 
row escapes from death. He has made some spec- 
tacular captures, the best known of these being the 
capture of the group involved in what was known 
as the Cat Swamp murder of June 21, 1921, when a 
truck owned by the Sussex Print Company was 
taken and one man killed. Chief Irons organized 
the search for the bandits, and this proved to be 
one of the cases where the daring bandits failed to 
continue their depredations. After hard work and 
much skillful maneuvering, Chief Irons and his 
valiant assistants, many of whom were citizens, 
found the bandits and secured their conviction. 
Two were electrocuted, two received sentences of 
life imprisonment, and two received sentences of 
from twenty to thirty years. This was one of the 
noted bandit cases of New Jersey, and Crief Irons 
was highly commended for his excellent work in 
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this connection. The crime occurred when “hold- 
ups” were common throughout the country and 
when great numbers were daringly perpetrating 
their crimes even in broad daylight—and escaping 
unpunished. The effect of the prompt capture and 
severe punishment of those involved in the Cat 
Swamp murder was most salutary and served as a 
wholesome restraint upon those in that vicinity who 
might have longed for the adventure and the prizes 
of the bandit life. Chief Irons is decidedly popular 
in the borough of Franklin. He is a member of 
Samaritan Lodge, No. 98, Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons, of Sussex, New Jersey; and of Baldwin 
Chapter, No: 17, Royal Arch Masons, of Newton. 
He is also a member of Sussex Forest, No. 37, Tall 
Cedars of Lebanon; of Dover Lodge, No. 782, 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; and of 
the Junior Order United American Mechanics. 
Herbert C. Irons was married, in 1917, to May 
Rowe, daughter of Captain George Rowe, of 
Franklin, New Jersey. Mr. and Mrs. Irons are 
the parents of twochildren: 1. Harvey. 2. Marion. 
The family home is on Fowler Street in Franklin. 


JEPHTHA F. RANDOLPH—Various sec- 
tions of Sussex County profited by the agricultural 
skill of Jephtha F. Randolph, who owned and op- 
erated several farms there during a long and use- 
ful career. He was the son of Samuel and Martha 
(Roy) Randolph, the former of whom lived near 
Beemerville, where he was a prosperous farmer, 
and spent his last days in Orange County, New 
York, with his son, Judson F. Randolph. He and 
his wife had children, now all deceased: Judson 
F.; Roy; and Jephtha F. Randolph, of whom 
further. 

Jephtha F. Randolph attended the district schools 
and was trained in farming under his father’s able 
direction. ‘The two men lived in Orange County, 
New York, for several years, occupied with farm- 
ing. The son Jephtha F. Randolph then returned 
to Sussex County where, for nine years, he lived 
on the farm of his father-in-law, Nelson Phillips, 
in Frankford Township. After nine years at Pel- 
lettown Mr. Randolph bought a large 250-acre 
farm at North Church, also in Hardyston Town- 
ship, where he was busy from 1893 until its sale 
in 1915, when he moved to a location near Ham- 
burg. His energy, his extensive knowledge of 
agriculture, and his reputation for straight dealing 
brought him widespread recognition and much es- 
teem. Mr. Randolph died July 8, 1915. For a 
number of years he was a communicant of the Bap- 
tist Church of Unionville, New York State, but he 
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later joined the Presbyterian Church at North 
Church. 

Jephtha F. Randolph married, December 12, 
1883, Emma E. Phillips, daughter of Nelson Phil- 
lips. Mrs. Randolph survives her husband and 
came to Sussex to live in October, 1915, after his 
death. They were the parents of two children: 
Nelson P. Randolph, who died at the age of eleven 
months; and Freddie J. Randolph, who died at 
two and a half years of age. 


(The Phillips Line). 


James Phillips was the grandfather of Mrs. Ran- 
dolph, a farmer near Beemerville, Sussex County, 
and he married Ann Snook. Their children were: 
Jessie; David; Henry; Charles; Simon, born Jan- 
uary 21, 1813, died September 10, 1888; Nelson, of 
further mention; Mary Ann, who married David 
Ayers. 

Nelson Phillips, son of James and Ann (Snook) 
Phillips, was born March 25, 1816, and died June 
25, 1891. He became one of the well-known men 
of his section, a farmer, a large landowner, and 
builder of the house now owned by Robert V. 
Armstrong. He married Rebecca B. Wyker, born 
August 10, 1820, died April 15, 1889. Both are 
buried in the Plains Church Cemetery, where a 
fine monument has been erected to their memory. 
They were the parents of the following children: 
1. James W., who died in Kansas at the age of 
eighty-five. 2. Mary Jane, born January 23, 1845, 
widow of Oscar Northrup, residing with her sister, 
Mrs. Randolph, in Sussex, at the present time. 3. 
Sarah A., who married John M. Decker. 4. Mi- 
randa E., who married Francis D. Northrup. 5. 
Emma E., widow of Jephtha F. Randolph, as be- 
fore mentioned. 6. Catharine R., who married 
Ford Shelley. All the members of this large fam- 
ily are now deceased but Mrs. Oscar Northrup and 
Mrs. Randolph. 


LEWIS ANDERSON BELLIS—An out- 
standing personage of Somerville, New Jersey, and 
vicinity is Lewis A. Bellis, chief of police of the 
town and proprietor of the L. A. Bellis Sign Com- 
pany, at No. 19 Doughty Avenue.. He is also pop- . 
ular and widely known in fraternal and sporting 
circles, the latter of which recognize him as an au- 
thority on horse flesh. 

Mr. Bellis was born in Somerville, March 22, 
1864, son of Lindsley and Martha (Rowland) Bel- 
lis. He was educated in the public schools and at 
Flower’s Day School. After working as clerk in a 
grocery store for a short time in his seventeenth 
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year, he apprenticed himself to Richard Layton to 
learn the blacksmith’s trade, and for five years re- 
mained in this association. Three years of travel 
then occupied him, during which he worked in vari- 
ous places. Returning to Somerville, Chief Bellis 
was for a period partner to his old employer, Mr. 
Layton. He then established himself independently 
with a smithy of his own, which flourished until 
the influx of the automobile spoiled the blacksmith 
industry. 

In 1917 Mr. Bellis entered on a four-year term 
of service in the Internal Revenue Bureau of the 
United States, as deputy collector of Somerset 
County. Efficient, he made an enviable record. 
His political views were those of the Democratic 
party. In 1924 he began the sign business which 
has so prospered, making signs for street crossings, 
labels for country roads, aluminum signs for auto- 
mobiles, and the whole wide assortment of signs 
which today’s needs make so constantly in demand. 
Meantime, he has filled many local public offices. 
In 1906 he was elected to a three-year term on the 
Board of Commissioners of Somerville, and in 1907 

was made chairman of the Police Committee, which 

automatically made him chief of police. When the 
borough of Somerville was formed in 1909 Chief 
Bellis was elected one of the first councilmen and 
continues in that office, performing also the duties 
of chief of police, an office to which he was elected 
in 1900, and every third year since he has been 
elected to that office. He is president of the coun- 
cil and a factor in all phases of municipal and com- 
munity progress, faithful in the performance of his 
duties and intelligent in understanding local condi- 
tions and mankind in general. 

Chief Bellis is a member of the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, Plainfield, No. 885; is 
Past Exalted Ruler of his lodge, and in 1912 its 
representative at Portland, Oregon, where he was 
presented with a life membership. He is also affil- 
iated with the Knights of Pythias and the Forest- 
ers, and president of the Exempt Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation. He was one of four men to form a Euchre 
Club which is still in existence. He attends the 
Second Reformed Church. The chief and his wife 
have always been lovers of good horses. He 
brought three well-known race horses—Robert J., 
John R. Gentry, and Mascot—property of Lewis G. 
Tewksbury, to Somerville, and he also toured the 
country as smith, superintendent of the campaign 
and pacemaker, covering the Eastern States as far 
West as Detroit and South to Tennessee. Chief 
Bellis is a member of the Chamber of Commerce. 

On April 2, 1884, Lewis A. Bellis married Emma 
Hendrickson, of Liberty Corner, daughter of Peter 
and Ella Hendrickson, and they are the parents of 
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a son, Richard Bellis, residing in Watchung, New 
Jersey, where he conducts an automobile repair 
business. Richard Bellis married Minnie Nisch- 
witz, and they have a daughter, Virginia. 


HENRY SPECKMANN—One of the best- 
known and most popular business men in Morris- 
town, New Jersey, and a leader in general progress 
is Henry Speckmann, proprietor of the Speckmann 
Confectionery Company at No. 21 Park Place, 
Morristown. He manufactures ice cream whole- 
sale and candy of a quality commensurate with his 
long training and his well-known reputation for 
giving the best in quality at reasonable prices. His 
personality and business methods have proved emi- 
nently successful in making his establishment pros- 
perous and a leader in business circles in the town. 

Henry Speckmann was born in Germany, De- 
cember 5, 1890, son of Henry and Sophia Speck- 
mann, both of whom died in their native land. 
When he was thirteen years old the son, already 
characterized by ambition and independence of 
thought and action, came to the United States, in 
1903, and made his first home in New York City. 
There he completed his education and with Ger- 
man thoroughness set about learning all there is to 
know about the manufacture of ice cream and 
candy. For twenty years, since he was a boy of six- 
teen, he has devoted himself to the same business. 
His ambition and thrift enabled him to open a busi- 
ness of his own in 1919, located in Newark, New 
Jersey. That prospered and continued in operation 
until a better opening occurred in Morristown, to 
which Mr. Speckmann moved late in 1925. He 
purchased his present establishment December 22, 
1925, which has grown by leaps and bounds through 
his energetic and capable management, until it holds 
first rank in the city and vicinity. His wares are in 
high favor not only in Morristown, but over a large 
part of Morris County. Ten employes care for the 
routine of manufacture and delivery. 

Mr. Speckmann shares in a wide range of com- 
munity activities. He is a member of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, the Chamber of Com- 
merce, and several fraternal associations, including: 
Fast Orange Lodge, No. 212, Free and Accepted 
Masons; Orange Chapter, No. 23, Royal Arch Ma- 
sons; Delta Commandery Knights Templar; Sa- 
laam Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine; Essex Forest, No. 8, Tall Cedars 
of Lebanon; Masonic Club; and Forest Hill Club. 
He is a communicant of the Lutheran Church. 

In 1916, Henry Speckmann married Margaret 
Schwarz, of Newark, daughter of August and Eliz- 
abeth (Kramer) Schwarz. Mr. and Mrs. Speck- 
mann reside at No. 30 King Street, Morristown. 
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GARRETT WYCKOFF VAN CLEEF— 
Garrett W. Van Cleef, a prominent real estate and 
insurance broker of Somerville, New Jersey, and 
a man who has always been particularly active in 
civic and community affairs, was born November 
22, 1878, on his father’s farm near Millstone, 
Somerset County, New Jersey. Mr. Van Cleef 
is a son of George Spencer and Mary J. (Crop- 
sey) Van Cleef; and a direct descendant of the 
Van Cleefs who settled near the present townsite 
of Millstone, during the year 1657. During the 
early generations of this family in America, they 
were the owners and operators of a 400-acre tract 
of land near that town. 

Garrett W. Van Cleef received his early educa- 
tion in the public and high schools of Raritan, 
New Jersey, and upon the completion of these 
courses of study he next attended a business col- 
lege in that district. When he had graduated from 
this institution, he at once returned to his father’s 
farm where he remained until he was twenty- 
seven years of age. He then branched out for him- 
self in the world of commerce as a contractor. He 
remained in this line of work until the year 1912, 
when he left it to accept a position as an insurance 
adjuster for a large New York insurance com- 
pany. This type of endeavor proved greatly to his 
liking, and was the one he was destined to follow 
and in it achieve his greatest success, for in 1918 
he opened an agency of his own, and as the busi- 
ness grew, enlarged it until today he is handling 
insurance of all kinds, representing some twelve 
different companies, although he is now specializ- 
ing in fire and casualty insurance. Mr. Van Cleef 
now also handles a considerable amount of real 
estate in and around the Somerville district, his 
present office being located in the Second National 
Bank Building at Somerville. 

Despite his many varied and exacting duties, 
Mr. Van Cleef still finds time in which to serve 
the people of his community in other than a private 
capacity. In his political preferences, he is in- 
clined toward the Republican party, and it was as 
a member of this party that he was appointed, in 
1920, borough recorder, which office he held four 
years, and later was appointed to the office of 
acting county treasurer. Mr. Van Cleef is a mem- 
ber of the Somerville Chamber of Commerce; 
and of the Somerset County Real Estate Board, 
of which he is now the vice-president. He has also 
been active in his club and social life, for he holds 
active membership in the Raritan Valley Country 
Club, and he is also affiliated with the Bachelor 
Club. 
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Garrett W. Van Cleef married, October 16, 
1900, Mary H. Bolton, of Roycefield, New Jersey, 
daughter of Rev. James H. and Mary (Vander- 
veer) Bolton. Mr. and Mrs. Van Cleef reside at 
No. 100 Doughty Avenue, Somerville, in which 
town they attend the First Reformed Church. 


WILLIAM E. PLOTTS—A native of War- 
ren County, and a lifelong resident in Sussex 
County, William E. Plotts, prominent farmer of 
Lafayette Township, is an outstanding factor in 
the life and welfare of the community. He is of a 
large and honorable old time family in this part of 
the country; all of whom were people of influence 
in their communities. He grew to manhood in the 
wide pastures and open fields of his father’s farm, 
and has always remained close to the life of agri- 
cultural and dairy activities. 

Born in Warren County July 3, 1872, he is the 
son of Marshall C. and Elizabeth (Struble) Plotts. 
His grandfather was Joseph Plotts, who lived in 
his early years in Warren County, and was a 
famed blacksmith, and followed his trade for the 
long period of forty years of success. He came to 
Sussex County and settled in the township of 
Hampton. He was born April 26, 1805, and died 
in 1899 at the great age of ninety-four years. On 
December 31, 1831, he had married Sarah Shiner, 
who died shortly after their marriage; and he mar- 
ried (second), December 4, 1832, Charlotte Swisher, 
and nine children were born to them: 1. Rebecca 
Jane, born February 1, 1834. 2. Catharine, born 
July 8, 1835. 3. Rachel Harriett, born March 14, 
1837. 4. Margaret, born July 26, 1839. 5. Emily 
S., born April 13, 1841. 6. Marshall C., of whom 
further. 7. Moses C., born January 5, 1845. 8. 
John W., born September 22, 1846. 9. Mary, born 
December 1, 1851. Marshall C. became the father 
of William E. Plotts. Marshall C. Plotts, born 
January 15, 1843, was for many years a farmer in 
Sussex County and died in Newton January 21, 
1919. His wife, Elizabeth (Struble) Plotts, bore 
him seven children: 1. John, of Gladstone. 2. 
William E., of whom further. 3. Harvey, who is 
living at Newton. 4. Ella, deceased. 5. Clinton, 
living in Hampton Township. 6. Anna, who died 
in her youth. 7. Mina, married Michael Flood, liv- 
ing at New Paltz, New York. 

William E. Plotts received his education in Sus- 
sex County and remained on the farm with his 
father until he had reached the age of twenty- 
eight years, when he went to Lafayette Township 
and rented a farm, purchasing his present farm 
about 1915. He is the owner of more than 192 
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very valuable acres; his home was formerly the 
old Mackerley homestead, and is one of the most 
attractive places in the community. He is also in- 
terested in dairy as well as general farming, and 
is active in the fraternal organizations of his town- 
ship, being a member of Harmony Lodge, No. 8, 
Free and Accepted Masons; the Baldwin Chapter, 
No. 17, Royal Arch Masons; Sussex County Order 


of Foresters; Lodge No. 37, Tall Cedars of 
Lebanon. 
William E. Plotts married, in 1902, Mary 


Boyde Mackerley, daughter of Charles E. and 


Martha Mattison (Everett) Mackerley. Mrs. 
Plotts is a member of the Eastern Star. Three 
children have been born to them: 1. Harold S., 


married Hazel Harris of Virginia; they live at 
Lafayette and have one child, a daughter, Gene- 
vieve. 2. William E., Jr. 3. Carlton B. Charles 
E. Mackerley (1) was born in Sussex County, 
November 16, 1807, and died May 16, 1888. He 
came to Lafayette Township in 1839, and married 
Mary Ann Van Buskirk, who was born May 7, 
1811, and died November 6, 1880. Six children 
were born to them: 1. Michael. 2. Jacob. 3. 
John, who died in infancy. 4. Sarah Elizabeth. 
5. Harriet M. 6. Jacob Van Buskirk, of whom 
further. Jacob Van Buskirk Mackerley was born 
September 11, 1832, and married Elmira Swalley. 
Their children were: 1. Charles E., of whom 
further. 2. Frank, deceased. 3. Louise, deceased. 
4. Ackerson Van Buskirk, the present sheriff of 
Sussex County for 1926, and the father of Acker- 
son J. Mackerley, county judge of Sussex County. 
5. Minnie, deceased. Charles E. Mackerley was 
born in Lafayette Township in 1850 and for many 
years was a foremost farmer in that township. 
He is now living in Lafayette. He married Martha 
Mattison Everett, daughter of William and Diana 
Everett. They had five children: 1. Mary Boyde, 
wife of William E. Plotts. 2. William Joseph. 3. 
Dona. 4. Jane. 5. Maude. 


ASHER E. SNOOK—Asher E. Snook, of 
Branchville, one of the leading lumbermen in this 
section, is descended from William Snook, the pio- 
neering German, who settled at or near Lafay- 
ette, in Sussex County, about 1800, and _ pro- 
ceeded thence to Sandyston Township, where he 
bought an extensive tract of land, built a log 
establishment and began to make his living out 
of the products of the field and the wood. Wil- 
liam Snook carried on his activities in Flat Brook 
Valley, now Brookside, and made a name for him- 
self as a leader in the affairs of the neighborhood; 
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he laid the foundation for the later activities of his 
connection, which have assisted greatly in the 
growth and upbuilding of this section of the State. 
The next in descent from William Snook was his 
son, Enoch Snook, whose son, John C. Snook, was 
the father of Asher E. Snook. For further de- 
tails of the descent and of the family the reader 
should consult the accompanying sketch of Mr. 
Snook’s younger brother, Hiram C. C. Snook. 

Asher E. Snook was born on the old Snook 
farm at Sandyston Township, Sussex County, 
New Jersey, October 6, 1862, son of John Cross- 
man and Emeline (Emeslin) Snook. He attended 
the public schools of his township, and then the 
Brookside School, where he applied himself with 
spirit and made a very good scholastic record. 
Until he was of age, he remained with his father, 
assisting with the farm, at which time he ac- 
cepted a partnership with him, and continued 
farming and lumbering for a short time. Then 
he established his own business in 1894 by buy- 
ing a large tract of land. This proved to be the 
turning point in his career, for he steadily de- 
veloped outlets for his lumber until he had three 
mills going on separate tracts. One of these tracts 
surrounded Culver Lake, from whose hillsides he 
cut the timber and subdivided it and sold off 
building lots. To a large extent, the development 
of the South Shore has been due to his strenu- 
ous energy and commendable ability. Of 2,600 
acres he sold off 1,700 and now has about 900 
left. He and his brother Hiram C. C. Snook are 
rated the largest and most important lumbermen 
in this section. He resides in Frankford Town- 
ship, near Culver Lake and a short distance from 
Branchville. He has operated in lumber princi- 
pally at Sandyston, Montague, Wallpack, Still- 
water, Frankford, and Hampton townships. 

Mr. Snook married Rosetta Lawson, who died 
in 1926, and they had the following children: 1. 
John C., Sussex County lumberman, who has 
four children: Rosetta, Mamie, John C., Jr., and 
Catharine Snook. 2. Albert A., associated with 
his father in the lumber business and has chil- 
dren: Asher E., and Albert A., Jr. 3. Christo- 
pher I. Snook, in the garage business in Frank- 
ford Township, and has children: Virginia, Em- 
ily, and Christina Snook. 


HIRAM C. C. SNOOK—The Snook family, 
from which proceeds Hiram C. C. Snook, well- 
known lumberman of Hainesville, is descended 
from William Snook, who on coming from Ger- 
many to this country settled near Lafayette, Sus- 
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sex County, and about 1800 came to Sandyston 
Township, Sussex County, where he purchased a 
large tract of land, built a log house and took 
station with the pioneers. William Snook began 
his operations in Flat Brook Valley (now known 
as the Brookside Section). His children were: 
Peter; Enoch, of whom further; Jacob, Henry, 
Leonard, Mary, Susie, and Elizabeth Snook. 

Enoch Snook, grandfather of Hiram C. C. and 
Asher E. Snook (q. v.), was born at Sandyston 
Township, in 1807, and died March 31, 1864. He 
engaged in farming and was married twice, first 
to Deborah Crossman, and by her had two chil- 
dren: 1. Catherine, who died at the age of two 
years. 2. John C., father of the Snook brothers, 
mentioned immediately above. Enoch Snook mar- 
ried (second) Maria Eaton, and they had nine 
children: Susie; Martha, living at Layton; 
Amanda; Catharine and Mary, deceased; Arville, 
Eva, Emma, and Eliza. 

John Crossman Snook, the son of Enoch, was 
born at the homestead in Sandyston Township, in 
1830, and died October 25, 1904, at the age of 
seventy-four years; his wife was Emeline Emes- 
lin, daughter of George Emeslin and a twin sister 
of Evaline Emeslin. 

John C. Snook took over his father’s farm, fol- 
lowed the lumber business, and became a well- 
known and highly-respected man of his day. He 
and his wife are buried at Layton. She was born 
February 29, 1840, and died May 8, 1919. They 
had these children: 1. George, born November 
12, 1860. 2. Asher E., born October 6, 1862. 3. 
Ellen, born March 5, 1864. 4. Simon, of Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. 5. Hiram C. C. Snook, of whom 
additional. 

Hiram C. C. Snook was born July 2, 1877, on the 
Snook farm at Sandyston Township. He attended 
the district schools and was employed by his 
father on the plantation. Later he engaged in the 
lumber business on his own account, and cut tim- 
ber off his 1,700-acre farm in Sandyston. He also 
owns a fine farm of one hundred and eighty acres 
on the Delaware River, and is known as one of 
the most progressive men of this section. 

Mr. Snook married Martha Lawson, daughter 
of Isaac and Ellen Bugsby, of Montague Town- 
ship, Sussex County, and they have the following 
children: 1. Isaac, born in 1905, died in 1906. 2. 
Mildred, born in 1908 and died at ten months. 
3. Harry R., born May 26, 1913. 4. Edith, born 
January 13, 1915. 5. Katharine E., born July 15, 
1918. 6. Elizabeth, born September 8, 1922. 

For fifteen years Mr. Snook has been a valued 
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and leading member of the Sandyston Township 
school board, and is still active in its work. He 
belongs to Newton Lodge, No. 1512, of the Be- 
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks; the Loyal 
Order of Moose; the Modern Woodmen of the 
World; and the Fraternal Order of Owls of Port 
Jervis, New York. 


WILFRED S. HIBLER—Prominent among 
the dairymen and general farmers of Sussex 
County, New Jersey, is Wilfred S. Hibler, who 
owns a fine tract of 282 acres near Newton, upon 
which he supports a splendid herd of registered 
Holstein cattle. Mr. Hibler has spent practically 
his entire life, to the present time, upon the home- 
stead farm, and he is recognized as an expert in 
general farming and cattle raising. 

The Hibler family is of Holland Dutch origin, 
and in this country the branch to which Mr. Hib- 
ler belongs first settled in South Jersey, from 
which section came Cornelius Hibler who, in his 
boyhood days, removed with his father to Greene 
Township, in Sussex County, and later purchased 
the farm now owned by Wilfred S. Hibler. Cor- 
nelius Hibler came to Greene Township about the 
time of the Revolutionary War, and became one of 
the active citizens of that section. He married 
Margaret Ammerman, and they became the parents 
of the following children: 1. William. 2. John. 
3. Ann, married Joseph Hunt. 4. Jane, married 
R. Conant, of Connecticut. 5. Mary, died in Mich- 
igan. 6. Adam, of whom further. 7. Philip. 

Adam Hibler, son of Cornelius and Margaret 
(Ammerman) Hibler, was born on the Hibler 
homestead, in Greene Township, Sussex County, 
New Jersey, July 9, 1801, and died April 17, 1864. 
He was engaged in farming throughout his entire 
life, and was held in very high esteem among his 
associates. He married Elizabeth Young, daugh- 
ter of John Young, and they were the parents of 
six children: 1. Margaret, married George Greve. 
2. John. 3. Cornelius. 4. Marshall S., of whom 
further. 5. Rebecca I., married G. W. Ken- 
nedy, and resides in Clinton, Massachusetts. 6. 
George W. 

Marshall S. Hibler, son of Adam and Elizabeth 
(Young) Hibler, was born on the homestead farm 
in Greene Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
April 28, 1837, died there August 2, 1905, and is 
buried at Tranquility, New Jersey. He received 
a good practical education in the public schools of his 
native district, and at Mt. Retirement, and when 
school days were over became his father’s assistant 
on the farm. There he remained, and in later 
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years he became the owner of the homestead farm, 
and died there. Politically, he gave his support 
to the principles and the candidates of the Repub- 
lican party and took an active interest in civic 
affairs. He was a man of ability and of integrity 
of character, known for his sound judgment and 
greatly respected in the community in which he 
lived. He was an attendant of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church and a liberal supporter of its 
activities, contributing generously toward the ex- 
penses incurred, and always ready to give an en- 
couraging word. He married, January 21, 1860, 
Elva Augusta Vasbinder, daughter of John and 
Susan (Cooke) Vasbinder, of Frelinghuysen Town- 
ship, Warren County, New Jersey. Mrs. Hibler 
survives her husband and resides with her son, 
Wilfred S. Hibler, on the homestead ‘farm in 
Greene Township. 

Marshall S. Hibler and his wife became the par- 
ents of three children: 1. Susan, who married Dr. 
Sidney B. Straley, now deceased, and she resides 
at Trenton, New Jersey. She has one child, Elva 
E. 2. Edward, who died at the age of five years. 
3. Wilfred S., of whom further. 

Wilfred S. Hibler, son of Marshall S. and Elva 
Augusta (Vasbinder) Hibler, was born on the 
homestead farm, October 16, 1874, and received 
his earliest education in the public schools of 
Greene Township. When his course in the local 
schools was completed he continued study in the 
Classical Collegiate Institute, at Hackettstown, 
New Jersey, and then returned to the home farm, 
where he became his father’s partner. When he 
was twenty-nine years of age he took over the 
entire management of the big farm, which consists 
of 282 acres of land. It is a fine tract, and in addi- 
tion to general farming activities, Mr. Hibler is 
also engaged in dairying and stock raising. He 
has a very fine herd of registered Holstein cattle, 
in the raising and care of which he is thoroughly 
versed. Mr. Hibler is a public-spirited citizen 
who is always ready to serve the general good of 
the community, and he has served as a member of 
the school board for a number of years. Fra- 
ternally, he is identified with the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and with the local Grange 
organization, and his religious affiliation is with the 
Yellow Frame Church, which he serves as a mem- 
ber of the official board. 

Wilfred S. Hibler was married, at Marksboro, 
New Jersey, September 17, 1902, to Nina Wild- 
wick, daughter of William Clinton and Florence 
Augusta (Simpson) Wildwick. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hibler have one daughter, Augusta Hibler, who 
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is a graduate of Newton High School, class of 
1924, and is now (1926) a student at Russell Sage 
College. 


JACOB FISCH—An outstanding feature in 
the business landscape of Morristown, New Jersey, 
as in the business life, is the house furnishing 
establishment of Jacob Fisch, which is housed in 
its own attractive building, the old Mansion House 
on Washington Street. Mr. Fisch is a man of 
great enterprise, excellent taste and business judg- 
ment, and broad civic interests. The great success 
which has come to him has been, therefore, most 
beneficial to the whole community. It was in 1922 
that Mr. Fisch opened his first store, which was 
situated on Speedwell Avenue and occupied a 
room, measuring eighteen by fifty feet. He had a 
small but well-selected stock of furniture and 
house furnishings which proved popular and sold 
well during his four years at that location. He 
was thus enabled to open a larger store across the 
street, with quarters forty by sixty-five feet. His 
furniture business there flourished for six years. 
Mr. Fisch then purchased the Mansion House 
property, 57 by 113 feet, with a building three 
stories in height. This building, which had for 
some time been in use as a hotel, was converted 
into an up-to-date and attractive place of business. 
No expense was spared to make it as convenient 
as it was beautiful and to adapt it to the shopping 
needs of a modern community. The establishment 
is now one of the finest in Morris County and 
stocked with as varied and desirable merchandise 
in the line of house furnishings as can be obtained 
in large city stores. The line of furniture is Mr. 
Fisch’s specialty and represents a most desirable 
combination of good quality and reasonable price. 
Remarkable but well merited success has attended 
the venture. 

Mr. Fisch is a member of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, of the Knights of Pythias, and the Colonial 
Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons. His religious 
affiliation is with Israel Synagogue. 

In 1903, Jacob Fisch married, in Morristown, 
Esther Buechler, and with their children they 
reside at No. 55 Western Avenue. Children: 
Helen, Lawrence, Karl, Francis. 


OSCAR BARRETT WILLSON—For three 
generations in direct line, the homestead farm in 
Fredon Township, Sussex County, which is now 
operated by the Willson brothers, Oscar Barrett 
and Harry G., has been owned and cultivated by 
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the Willson family. Both brothers are well known 
and very highly esteemed in Sussex County, and 
in their management of the big 300-acre farm, 
they have fully demonstrated their right to be con- 
sidered experts in their line. 

The Willson family to which the brothers belong 
is of English origin and traces descent from Rob- 
ert Willson, who, with his wife Ann (Hoag) Will- 
son, came to this country from Scarborough, Eng- 
land. They landed in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
in 1682, and at once proceeded to Burlington 
County, New Jersey, where they settled. They 
were members of the Society of Friends. Among 
their descendants: was Mahlon Willson, grand- 
father of the Willson brothers mentioned above. 

Mahlon Willson, a descendant of Robert Will- 
son, lived in Greene Township, now Fredon 
Township, Sussex County, where he purchased a 
farm upon which his great-grandsons, Oscar Bar- 
rett and Harry G. now reside. He continued to 
cultivate his big 300-acre farm throughout the 
remainder of his life, and died there. His son, 
Obed Willson, born December 27, 1789, married a 
Miss Kirkhuff, and they were the parents of the 
following children: 1. Elizabeth, born October 1, 
1819. 2. Lewis, born September 7, 1823. 3. Anna 
Marta, born May 9, 1825. 4. Jane, born April 2, 
1827. 5. Obed O., born September 28, 1829. 6. 
John, of whom further. 7. Margaret E., born 
August 3, 1830. 

John Willson, son of Obed and (Kirk- 
huff) Willson, was born on his father’s farm, 
March 25, 1837, and died there December 23, 1899. 
He was reared on the homestead farm, attended 
the public schools of his native district, and when 
school days were over became his father’s assistant 
on the farm. Eventually he became its owner, 
and spent his entire life cultivating its broad acres. 
He died there and was buried at Yellow Frame 
Church. He married Frances Caroline Phillips, 
whose death occurred March 15, 1893, six years 
prior to that of her husband. John and Frances 
Caroline (Phillips) Willson became the parents of 
the following children; the first four of whom 
died young during an epidemic of diphtheria, 
which was long before the days of anti-toxin, and 
whole families were frequently swept away by its 
ravages: 1. Hampton Insley, died April 12, 1878. 
2. Saline Elizabeth, died April 14, 1878. 3. Marcus 
Austin, died April 17, 1878. 4. Orleana, died 
April 24, 1878. 5. Lillian May, born June 14, 
1879, died March 12, 1916; married, March 3, 19015, 
Nathan Lanning. 6. Harry Garfield, born Febru- 
ary 28, 1881, is unmarried and lives on the home- 
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stead farm, which he and his brother, Oscar Bar- 
rett Willson, cultivate and upon which they also 
conduct a large dairy business. He is a skillful 
agriculturist, an expert dairyman, and a respected 
citizen of Sussex County. Fraternally, he is affili- 
ated with Harmony Lodge, No. 8, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons, of Newton. 7. Oscar Barrett, of 
whom further. 8. Laura Elvira, born September 
11, 1885; married Chester Van Auken, and they 
reside in a Quaker settlement in Warren County. 
They have three children: 1. Clarence. 2, Em- 
met. 3. Frances C. 

Oscar Barrett Willson, son of John and Frances 
Caroline (Phillips) Willson, was born on the 
homestead farm in Fredon Township, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, November 24, 1883, and re- 
ceived a good practical education in the local pub- 
lic schools. As a boy he lived the usual life of 
the boy on the farm, assisting on the farm before 
and after school and during vacation times, and 
early becoming thoroughly familiar with the rou- 
tine duties and activities of general farming and 
of dairying. When school days were over he 
remained on the farm, of which he is now half 
owner, and he and his brother, Harry G., continue 
to keep its 300 acres in first class condition. They 
raise general farm crops, but along with that 
branch of their work they also conduct a large 
dairy business. Mr. Willson and his wife are 
members of the Yellow Frame Church, which he 
serves as an elder, while his brother serves as a 
member of the board of trustees. 

Oscar Barrett Willson was married to Angie 
Emmons, daughter of Uriah and Arminda (Divers) 
Emmons, the first mentioned of whom is a retired 
farmer living at Marksboro, Warren County, New 
Jersey. The mother died May 29, 1890. Mr. and 
Mrs. Willson are the parents of one son: Robert 
E. Willson, who is a student in Newton High 
School. 





FREDERICK E. ROE—Frederick E. Roe, a 
well known farmer of Frankford Township, Sus- 
sex County, New Jersey, is a direct descendant of 
David Roe, early American ancestor of this family, 
who is first indicated in the records of Flushing, 
now within the corporate limits of New York 
City, it having been recorded that David Roe paid 
taxes in Flushing in 1675 and again in 1683. Of 
English descent, as were practically all other Long 
Island settlers of the name, David Roe had a 
brother John, who located prior to 1667 at Brook- 
haven, which is at the present time also within the 
confines of New York City. Most members of the 
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early settlers of the name came either direct from 
England or from the States of Connecticut or 
Massachusetts. Itis believed that David and John 
Roe were either sons of or otherwise related to the 
John Roe, whose name is mentioned upon several 
occasions in the records of the Plymouth Colony 
between the years 1637 and 1642. The name of 
David’s wife is recorded as Mary. David died in 
1707, and in his will bequeathed certain property to 
his son John, and to his daughter, Mary Smith. 

The grandfather of Frederick E. Roe of Frank- 
ford Township was John Roe, who was engaged 
as a farmer in the vicinity of Branchville, where 
he died. He left a son, Theodore H., better known 
as “Tip” Roe, who was born near Branchville, 
and, like his father, engaged in the vocation of 
farmer, and also, for a period of about twenty 
years, was active as a veterinary surgeon, attend- 
ing to the live stock of his fellow farmers. Theo- 
dore H. Roe died in 1919, in his seventy-ninth 
year. He had married Harriet C. Roe, who was 
the daughter of John H. Roe, who was also the 
father of Theodore M. Roe, a freeholder of Sussex 
County. Harriet C. (Roe) Roe died in 1921 in 
her seventy-third year, and both she and her hus- 
band are at rest in the Beemerville Cemetery. 
They are the parents of the children named here- 
after: 1. Frederick E., of whom more later. 2, 
Martha, who married (first) Ernest Hough, who 
died in 1908, and (second) Martin Knight, and 
lives in Wykertown, Sussex County. 3. William 
I., who is unmarried and, with his brother, Fred- 
erick E., conducts the homestead farm of his late 
father. 

Frederick E. Roe was born on April 24, 1872. 
He was educated in the district school and at an 
early age began to work on the homestead farm. 
In 1920, he and his brother, William I. Roe, as- 
sumed charge of the farm and are now conducting 
it as a dairy farm. There are 162 acres of land in 
the homestead place. 

Frederick E. Roe married Alice Hyatt, a daugh- 
ter of Peter S. and Eliza P. (McPeek) Hyatt, and 
granddaughter of David Hyatt. To this marriage 
has been born one daughter, Meribah, who is en- 
gaged as a teacher in a public school at Branch- 
ville, and who was graduated from Newton High 
School in 1914, from Newark Normal School in 
1916. Meribah Roe has been engaged as a teacher 
in all for the past ten years, during two years of 
which time she has been principal. The family 
are members of the Presbyterian Church at 
Branchville. 
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JACOB D. ROE—In both State and United 
States government office, Postmaster Jacob D. 
Roe of Newton has rendered a service character- 
ized throughout by ability, efficiency, courage, and 
tactfulness, and he possesses the confidence and 
the good will of the general public and all with 
whom he has been associated. He is of an old 
Green Township family, and is named for his 
grandfather, Jacob, a farmer, whose children were: 
George H., Robert, John, Hudson, and Susan. 

Hudson Roe, son of Jacob Roe, was also a 
farmer in Green Township, and died in 1884; he 
married Dencie Slockbown, who died in 1912, and 
they had two children: Linwilla, who married 
James D. Mingle, proprietor of a garage at Hack- 
ettstown; and Jacob D. 

Jacob D. Roe was born June 5, 1883, in Green 
Township, was only a year old when his father 
died, and was brought up by his uncle and aunt, 
who lived at Sparta. 

Mr. Roe attended schools at Newton, Augusta, 
Sparta, and Tranquility. His uncle, George H. 
Roe, was a farmer, and he afterwards conducted 
a boarding house at Sparta, where Jacob D. Roe 
resided. When he was twenty-three years old, he 
followed farming at Hunterdon County for three 
years, and then entered upon the general feed and 
store business at Allamuchy, in Warren County, 
wherein he continued for five years. 

Upon his removal to Newton, Mr. Roe was ap- 
pointed fish and game warden for the State of New 
Jersey, and he continued in that office for ten 
years. Upon his resignation, he was appointed 
postmaster of Newton, February 10, 1924, and tak- 
ing office March 4, that year, he has continued in 
that position to the present, to. general satisfaction. 

Fraternally, Mr. Roe is affiliated with Harmony 
Lodge, No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons; Bald- 
win Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons; Be- 
nevolent Protective Order of Elks; Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows; Loyal Order of Moose; 
Patriotic Order Sons of America; and he is a 
member of the Newton Board of Trade, and of 
the Newton Club. His religious faith is that of 
the Methodist Episcopal church. 

Jacob D. Roe married, in 1905, Ola Harden, 
daughter of Lemuel and Harriet (Hibler) Harden, 
and they have one son, Hudson Harden Roe, a 
member of the Newton High School, class of 1928. 


MARY MERCER STEELE—A charming 
member of the legal fraternity of her State, Mary 
Mercer Steele has the distinction of being the 
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second woman in the history of the profession in 
New Jersey to be admitted to the practice within 
its jurisdiction. Possessing a comprehensive 
knowledge of the law in all its phases, a great 
force of character with a dignified and courteous 
manner, Miss Steele has risen high in her chosen 
career, and aptly deserves the respect and _patron- 
age accorded her. She has been a tireless worker 
for the improvement of her community and for the 
recognition of women’s rights in activities long 
closed to her sex. Active in the movement for 
women’s suffrage, which ended with the success- 
ful adoption of the nineteenth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, she introduced 
a bill before the Legislature of New Jersey per- 
mitting women to held the position of commis- 
sioner of deeds, and sponsoring it until it was 
finally passed upon by that body. Miss Steele was 
the first to be elected under that law. 

Mary Mercer Steele was born in Somerville, a 
daughter of William Gaston and Mary Elizabeth 
(Henry) Steele, a descendant of an old and hon- 
ored ancestry. Her father served as cashier of 
the Somerset County Bank, was a member of 
Congress during the Civil War; her mother was a 
member of the Stryker family, one of the oldest 
families in the State. 

In 1860, the memorable year in quadrilateral 
politics between Lincoln, Douglas, Breckenridge, 
and Bell, William Gaston Steele, her father, re- 
ceived the Democratic nomination for Congress in 
the Fourth New Jersey District and was triumph- 
antly elected. He served two terms in the Na- 
tional Congress and he was an ardent supporter of 
General George B. McClellan during his candi- 
dacy for president in 1864. He died April 22, 
1802. 

Miss Steele went to the Oakland Institute at 
Norristown, Pennsylvania, from which she was 
graduated with the class of 1869, at the ceremonies 
of which she was valedictorian. For a short time 
following, she taught school, but later began the 
study of law in the offices of Gaston and Bergen, 
and also of the Hon. A. A. Clark at Somerville, 
New Jersey. She was admitted to the bar in 1897, 
and a few years later was made Master in the 
Court of Chancery of New Jersey. Her practice 
flourished for she possessed those necessary traits 
of courage without rashness, caution with timidity, 
mercy without weakness, and shrewdness without 
trickery and last, ambition without selfishness. 

A firm supporter of her sex, she was the author 
and sponsor of the bill to extend the privilege of 
becoming commissioner of deeds to women, and, 
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although it was defeated twice, she returned a 
third time, at which session the bill became a law. 
Miss Steele was thereafter elected the first woman 
to that capacity. For twelve years she served as 
court stenographer. Miss Steele is a member of 
the Somerset County Bar Association and was 
secretary of that organization for a number of 
years, and is likewise a member of the New Jersey 
State Bar Association. An early advocate of the 
Woman Suffrage movement, she was a most active 
worker for that purpose. She is a charter mem- 
ber of the Somerset Hospital, of which she is 
secretary, and is likewise attorney for the Women’s 
Auxiliary Board. Miss Steele is also prominently 
identified with the Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. 


WILLIAM VERNON STEELE—For many 
years one of the prominent members of the Somer- 
set County bar, the late William Vernon Steele 
had achieved eminence in his profession, the result 
of skill and ability. Manifesting a keen insight in 
governmental and legislative work, he had held 
many offices of political importance, and served 
as mayor of his native town, Somerville, for the 
term beginning in IQTT. 

Mr. Steele was the son of William Gaston and 
Mary Elizabeth (Henry) Steele, a descendant of a 
well known and illustrious ancestry. The father 
had been cashier of the Somerset County Bank, 
and during the Civil War had served as a mem- 
ber of Congress; he died in April, 1892, and the 
mother died December 25, 1902. The son was 
born in Somerville, New Jersey, February 14, 
1854, and obtained his early education in a private 
school of Somerville conducted by the Rev. Mr. 
Badger, with whom he tutored for two years, and 
later attended Hope College, Michigan, from 
which he was graduated with the degree of Bach- 
elor of Arts in 1875, receiving his degree of Master 
of Arts in 1878. At the same time he had been 
reading law for the past three years in the office 
of the Hon. A. A. Clark of Somerville, and at- 
tending Columbia University Law School in New 
York, and was admitted to the New Jersey bar 
as an attorney in 1878. Subsequently he was made 
counsellor, Supreme Court commissioner, and 
Master in Chancery. Engaging for three years in 
a general practice, he was preéminently success- 
ful, having an extensive clientele, and possessing 
the distinction of being an excellent criminal law- 
yer. As a Democrat in politics, his career therein 
followed in rapid gradation. In 1884, he was ap- 


pointed prosecutor of the common pleas for Som- 
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erset County for a term of five years, and was re- 
appointed for a similar term in 1889. During his 
incumbency as public prosecutor, he represented 
the county in four murder trials; in one of these 
he obtained a signal victory by securing a con- 
viction against Maurice Nolan in sending him to 
the penitentiary at the third trial of the case. In 
November, 1911, Mr. Steele was elected mayor of 
Somerville, and he served in that office efficiently 
and creditably. Active, too, in military affairs, he 
had been a member of Company M, New Jersey 
Volunteers, and he had also been adjutant of the 
2d Battalion, 3d Regiment of the National Guard 
of: New Jersey, to which rank he had been ap- 
pointed in 1893. Mr. Steele was also a prominent 
member of the Somerset County Bar Association. 
He was a member of the Knights of Pythias, Elks, 
and the Exempt Fireman’s Association. 

Mr. Steele died July 2, 1924, survived by his 
sister, Mary Mercer Steele (q. v.), who, like him- 
self, is identified with and highly regarded in the 
legal profession of New Jersey. 


LINUS CLARK—A farmer and dairyman of 
prominence in Sussex County, Linus Clark is a 
leader in civic affairs at Branchville, and a factor 
in the general progress of that township and its 
neighborhood, his interest in educational matters 
producing its codperative results in the mainte- 
nance of the high standard set forth in this section 
’ of the State. He is a son of Linus Clark, a native 
of Connecticut, who came to Sussex County 
shortly after his first marriage and, a moulder by 
trade, he was for some time employed at Franklin. 
He then went to farming in Frankford Township, 
where he died at the age of sixty-five years. He 
married twice, his second wife being Emma Stau- 
bach. 

Linus Clark, son of Linus and Emma (Stau- 
bach) Clark, was born August Io, 1855, in Hamp- 
ton Township, Sussex County, and after attending 
the district schools at Andover and Branchville, 
he was employed with his father and among the 
neighboring farmers. In 1888, he began to give 
special attention to his father’s farm, of which he 
is now the owner, and since then he has been en- 
gaged in dairying and general agriculture. 

Elected to the office of freeholder in 1891, Mr. 
Clark directed the responsibilities of that office 
with credit for thirteen years; and he has served as 
tax collector, as a member of the board of educa- 
tion, and, for seven years, as commissioner. Fra- 
ternally, Mr. Clark is affiliated with Kittatinny 
Lodge, No. 164, Free and Accepted Masons, of 
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Branchville, of which he was master in I912-13, 
his Past Master jewel having been presented to 
him by the class he raised for membership during 
his term in office; and he is also a member of the 
local Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry. Mr. 
Clark was appointed commissioner to the Board of 
Taxation of Sussex County, taking office May 1, 
1927. 

Linus Clark married, November 27, 1883, Alice 
A. Fuller, daughter of Obadiah and Margaret 
(Smith) Fuller. Their children: 1. Frank C. 
Clark, associated with his father in dairying. 2. 
Cora Clark, married L. J. Howell, and resides in 
Montague Township. 3. Mabel E. Clark, at home. 


R. D. SIMPSON—Family traditions and honor 
were gracefully and distinguishedly borne by R. D. 
Simpson, who during his life was one of the well- 
known and highly respected citizens of Sussex 
County, New Jersey. He was the fourth genera- 
tion of his family to engage in agricultural pur- 
suits in Vernon Township, and at the same time 
took a lively and active interest in the civic affairs 
and administration of his community, being called 
upon from time to time to serve in various capac- 
ities of political significance and honor. He 
traces the origin of his family in America to Jo- 
seph Simpson, the ancestor of the branch of the 
descent whose record is traced herein, and who 
was born in Vernon Township, where he estab- 
lished himself as a pioneer in the farming indus- 
try of the community. In 1760 Joseph Simpson 
owned a farm at McAfee Valley, nearby, in Sus- 
sex County, and continued there for the rest of his 
life, with his wife and twelva children. His son 
George Simpson carried on the farming activities 
started by his father, and later returned to Vernon 
Township, where he acquired a tract of land of 135 
acres, following farming there until his death. He 
was one of the first farmers in this section, and 
enjoyed a leading place among his fellows. His 
children were: 1. George. 2. Robert, of whom 
further. 3. William. 4. Jane, married Stephen 
Smith. Robert Simpson, a son of George Simp- 
son, was born on his father’s homestead and farm 
in Vernon Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
and after his father’s death took over the holding, 
and continued in the occupation for which his 
family had gained such a wide reputation. After 
many years of farming he retired and removed to 
Hamburg, New Jersey, where he lived until his 
death at the venerable age of eighty-six years. He 
was active in township affairs, serving as collector 
for a number of years, and as master of the poor 
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for many years. Robert Simpson married Cath- 
erine Smith, a daughter of Nathaniel Smith, and 
they were the parents of the following children: 
1. Theressa, died aged sixty-six years. 2. Eliza- 
beth, married (first) Lewis Sutton and (second) 
Melville Van Horn. 3. Smith, who died in Ham- 
burg, New Jersey. 4. R. D., of whom further. 

R. D. Simpson, the youngest son of Robert and 
Catharine (Smith) Simpson, was born on the fam- 
ily farm in Vernon Township, Sussex County, 
New Jersey, June 24, 1861. He received his ele- 
mentary school training in the local district schools 
of Vernon Township, and at Newton. During all 
of his spare time he assisted on the farm, and was 
reared to the industry by his father. As he grew 
older, he made an arrangement by which he con- 
ducted his farming on shares. When his father 
retired he was left in sole management, and at the 
former’s death R. D. Simpson took over the farm 
and continued in his own name. He subsequently 
purchased fifteen additional acres of land to in- 
crease his holding from Ora Simpson. Through- 
out his entire life, he was associated with farming 
and located on the family homestead in Vernon. 
As one of the members of one of the oldest fam- 
ilies in the section, he was deeply revered and 
respected by all with whom he came in contact. 

For twenty years R. D. Simpson was assessor of 
Vernon Township, and for many years was mem- 
ber of the election board of the township. He 
likewise was elected road master for several years, 
and in all of his numerous functions discharged 
his duties with sincere devotion to and diligent ad- 
herence to the welfare of his fellows, performing 
his tasks to the distinct satisfaction of every one. 
In religious affairs he was a devout church mem- 
ber, attending regularly the McAfee Union Church, 
of which he was a member of the board of trustees. 
In all the works of the parish he was a liberal sup- 
porter and influential and philanthropic worker. 
Among the several contributions R. D. Simpson 
made during his life to his township and county 
was the establishing of the McAfee race track, 
which was located on some of his land. He was 
the founder of the McAfee Racing Association, and 
an active promoter of this sport, serving as a mem- 
ber of the board of directors of the association for 
along time. This sport was very popular for many 
years in the racing days. 

R. D, Simpson married in 1888, Frances Emley 
Marsh, a daughter of John E. and Caroline A. 
(Braisington) Marsh. There were no children of 
this marriage. Mrs. Simpson resides on and owns the 
farm and homestead, on which she proved an inval- 
uable partner and helpmate to her husband in the 
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operating and conducting of the farm. She is a 
popular member of society of Vernon Township, 
and is greatly admired by all with whom she as- 
sociates. 

R. D. Simpson died October 29, 1926, at the 
age of sixty-five. His life had been well spent, 
and the notable attainments which were his during 
that time will ever remain as permanent monu- 
ments to his name in the memory of the citizens of 
Vernon Township. As a citizen, friend, husband 
and farmer, he was successful, sincere, loyal and 
sympathetic, and awakened in his fellows the same 
attitude for himself as he had for them. 





JAMES C. STEPHENS—As an official of 
one of the greatest industrial enterprises in the 
State of New Jersey, James C. Stephens has con- 
tributed to an inestimable degree toward the effi- 
cient operation of the company in question, and is 
furthermore a valued citizen of the town of Frank- 
lin, New Jersey, scene of his business interests, 
where he is an important factor in the Civic, re- 
ligious, educational and financial affairs of the 
community. 


John Stephens, father of James C. Stephens, was 
a native of England, and brought his family to 
America and Franklin in 1875, when his son James 
was in the eighth year of his age. The father, John 
Stephens, was a highly skilled mining specialist, 
and upon his arrival at Franklin, became associ- 
ated with the New Jersey Zinc Company in the 
capacity of mine foreman, and continued actively 
to occupy that responsible position until the time of 
his death, which took place when John Stephens 
was in his fifty-sixth year. 

James C. Stephens, son of John, was also a na- 
tive of England, where he was born on April 23, 
1862. Arrived in the United States, his parents 
brought the lad to Franklin, Sussex County, New 
Jersey, where, it was decreed, he should some day 
achieve an enviable career. Young James received 
a thorough education in the public schools of Frank- 
lin, and following the completion of his studies, he 
sought and secured employment with the Franklin 
Iron Company, with which enterprise he was con- 
tinuously identified for the following thirteen years, 
during the latter stage of the connection having 
been engineer in charge of the power department of 
the company’s blast furnaces. It was in 1892 that 
Mr. Stephens became associated with the New Jer- 
sey Zinc Company, with which for so many years 
his father was also connected, and his position with 
the Zinc Company was originally in the capacity of 
master mechanic for a company which was finally 
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merged with the New Jersey Zinc Company, Mr. 
Stephens being continued in his official capacity. 
For sixteen years, Mr. Stephens has displayed an 
intense interest in the growth and development of 
the Franklin Schools, having been an active mem- 
ber of the local Board of Education, of which body 
he has, for the past two years, served as president. 
It was largely due to the efforts of himself and 
colleagues upon this board that the present struc- 
ture of the new Franklin School was made a 
reality, this building being one of the most modern 
of its kind in the State of New Jersey. It is quite 
apparent from the interest he takes in the education 
of the young people of Franklin, that Mr. Stephens 
has devoted much time to serious study of schools 
and proper methods of instruction therein. His 
original appointment as a member of the Board of 
Education came to Mr. Stephens through an ad- 
mirer of the excellent qualities of the former, in 
the person of Mr. Ralph Decker, county superin- 
tendent of schools. Mr. Stephens has also ren- 
dered efficient services to the community as a mem- 
ber of the Franklin Board of Councilmen, and for 
a period of twenty-one years has upheld the prin- 
ciples of religion as a member of the board of di- 
rectors of the Presbyterian Church at Franklin. 
When consideration was being given to the found- 
ing of the now affluent Sussex County Trust Com- 
pany, Mr. Stephens was one of those men who took 
a most active interest in the undertaking, and was 
one of its original organizers, stockholders and di- 
rectors, continuing to serve to this time (1926) as 
a member of the board of directors of the institu- 
tion. Mr. Stephens shares in the business growth 
of Franklin as a member of the local Board of 
Trade. He is affiliated with the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, and also the local lodge of the 
Improved Order of Red Men. 

James C. Stephens was married to Laura S. 
Kemble, a native of Franklin, New Jersey, and 
daughter of William J. Kemble, and a member of 
one of the oldest families of the town of Franklin 
and Sussex County. To. Mr. and Mrs. Stephens 
have been born two children: 1. Edna A., who is 
engaged as an art director in the public schools of 
Franklin. 2. Arthur J. Stephens, who is a gradu- 
ate of the New York University, and after being 
identified for a number of years with the profes- 
sion of certified public accountancy, is now success- 
fully engaged in mercantile pursuits as the pro- 
prietor of a large furniture business, which is lo- 
cated in the city of Washington, in the District of 
Columbia. 
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SETH T. SHAY, one of the leading mer- 
chants in Layton, Sandyston Township, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, was born February 23, 1877, 
at Montague Township, in that same county. 

Seth T. Shay is a son of Matthew and Amanda 
Ellen (Losey) Shay; a grandson of Theodore 
Shay; and a great-grandson of Timothy Shay, 
who was originally a native of Virginia, but who 
removed to Sandyston Township prior to the Amer- 
ican Revolutionary War. He then purchased a 
sizeable farm on the northern side of Sandyston 
Township, and there carried on successful agricul- 
tural work up until the end of his days. One of 
his sons, David Shay, served with distinction dur- 
ing the War of 1812. Timothy Shay was the 
father of four children, all of whom were sons: 
1. David. 2. Joshua. 3. Ephraim, of whom fur- 
ther. 4. John. Ephraim Shay was the father of 
three sons: 1. Timothy E. 2. Theodore, of whom 
further. 3. Joshua. Theodore Shay lived at Shay- 
town, in Sandyston Township, where he achieved 
success as a farmer. He married (first) Ellen 
McKeeby, and by her became the father of: 1. 
Timothy, who is now living at Shaytown. 2. Mat- 
thew, of whom more follows. 3. Madison, who is 
now living at Newton. 4. Benjamin, who is now 
deceased. 5. Ephraim, who is also deceased. 6. 
Joshua, who is now living at Layton. 7. Hannah. 
8. Anna. Of these, Matthew Shay was the one 
who carried on the line. Theodore Shay, the 
father of Matthew, married (second) Hannah Jane 
Brody, but by this second union there was no 
issue. 

Matthew Shay, the father of Seth T. Shay, was 


‘born November 26, 1849, in Sandyston Township, 


and died there April 14, 1806. He, too, was a suc- 
cessful farmer for all of his life. He had married 
Amanda Ellen Losey, a daughter of Jacob Losey. 
By this union there were six children: 1. Frank 
M. Shay, a biography of whom follows. 2. Sylvia 
Shay, who was born September 17, 1874, and who 
married Clarence Cole, of Montague Township, in 
Sussex County. 3. Seth T. Shay, of whom fur- 
ther. 4. Emaline Shay, who was born in 1879, and 
who lived to be but ten years of age. 5. Blanch 
Shay, who was born during the year 1886, and 
who also lived to be but ten years of age. 6. 
Anna D. Shay, who was born in 1888, and who 
married Cosmo McKeeby, of Sandyston. 

Seth T. Shay, the second son and third child of 
Matthew and Amanda Ellen (Losey) Shay, was 
born February 23, 1877, and received his education 
in the public school system of Sandyston Town- 
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ship; and immediately after the completion of these 
courses of study he at once went to work upon a 
farm. He followed this type of endeavor until the 
year 1909, when he removed to Layton. There he 
entered upon the second principal phase of his 
commercial career, commencing his efforts in this 
respect in the mercantile business in that township. 
This venture turned out to be a most successful 
change for Mr. Shay, and it is the type of work in 
which he has remained until the present (1926). 

Despite the many duties of the work in which he 
has been engaged, Mr. Shay has still found time in 
which to take an interest in the civic affairs of the 
township in which he resides. For ten years, Mr. 
Shay has served as tax collector for Layton; and 
for more than six consecutive years he served as a 
member of the county committee. He has been 
almost equally active in his social life, for he is 
affliated, fraternally, with the Branchville Lodge, 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Indeed, the 
Shay family, one of the best known in Northwest- 
ern New Jersey, is also one of the largest, and it is 
a point of interest that the men of this fine line of 
descent have been and are leaders in their respec- 
tive districts. 

Seth T. Shay married, in 1903, Alberta Rosen- 
krans, a daughter of Julius and Martha Rosen- 
krans, another of New Jersey’s older and better 
known families. Mr. and Mrs. Shay are the par- 
ents of two children, a son and a daughter: r, 
Virginia Shay. 2. Gerald Shay. Mr. and Mrs. 
Shay and their family reside in Layton, in which 
community they attend the Methodist Episcopal 
church. 








FRANK M. SHAY—Frank M. Shay, a prom- 
inent farmer of Layton, in Sandyston Township, 
Sussex County, New Jersey, and a descendant of 
one of the oldest families in this part of the State, 
was born January 25, 1873, at Hainesville, New 
Jersey. 

Frank M. Shay, the first son and first child of 
Matthew and Amanda Ellen (Losey) Shay (see 
preceding biography of brother, Seth T. Shay) re- 
ceived his education in the district schools of Sandy- 
ston Township, and immediately after the comple- 
tion of these courses of study he at once began 
work, receiving his first real contact with the world 
of commerce as a helper upon his father’s farm, 
working there for a period of about three years. At 
the end of that time he branched out for himself, 
working a farm on his own account. In 1896 Mr. 
Shay removed to Sandyston Township on the 
Andrew Yetter farm, and later purchased the farm; 
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he resided here till 1920, when he purchased the Dr. 
Miller Property at Layton, where he has since 
lived. He has also done a certain amount of truck- 
ing work on a general basis. 

Despite the many duties of the work in which he 
has been engaged, Mr. Shay has found time in 
which to take a keen interest in the Civic and com- 
munity affairs of his neighborhood. A man of 
much ability and experience, he is noted for the ex- 
cellent manner in which he stands behind any move- 
ment designed for the general advancement of his 
community. He is affiliated with the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows; and he is a member of 
the Delaware Valley Grange, No. 143. 

Frank M. Shay married, January 22, 1896, Har- 
riet Obdyke, a daughter of John S. and Martha 
E. (Kintner) Obdyke, of Sandyston Township. 
Her mother, Martha E. (Kintner) Obdyke was a 
sister of the very well-known Martin Kintner, “The 
Grand Old Man” of Newton, New Jersey, and a 
distinguished veteran of the American Civil War. 
Mr. and Mrs. Shay are now the parents of one 
child, a daughter: Blanch Ellen Shay, who mar- 
ried Thomas J. Walsh, of Layton. Mr. and Mrs. 
Shay reside in Layton, in which community they 
attend the Methodist church, 





BRUNO HOOD, M. D—A native of Ger- 
many, but a resident of this country since his early 
boyhood, the late Dr. Hood was successfully en- 
gaged in the practice of medicine at Newton, Sus- 
sex County, New Jersey, for thirty-five years to 
the time of his death in 1924. Not only was he 
one of the most popular general practitioners of his 
section of New Jersey, but he was also prom- 
inently and effectively active in financial circles and 
in public life, occupying at various times different 
public offices of trust and responsibility. Though 
never a man of robust health, he gave unsparingly 
of his strength and time to the exacting duties of 
his profession and devoted himself with untiring 
enthusiasm to the welfare and development of his 
community and of Sussex County. Dr. Bruno 
Hood was born in Germany, June 26, 1860, At the 
age of six years he came to the United States with 
his family in 1866, eventually settling at Newark, 
New Jersey. 

Dr. Hood received his education in the public 
schools and then took up the study of medicine at 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Colum- 
bia University, New York City, from which he 
graduated in 1883 with the degree of Medical Doc- 
tor. The next few years he practiced medicine at 
Newark, during which time he was a member of 
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the staff of St. Michael’s Hospital. At the end of 
this period his own health made it seem desirable 
that he should seek more agreeable climatic condi- 
tions and, after spending one year in the practice 
of his profession at Kansas City, Missouri, he 
came, January 31, 1880, to Newton, New Jersey, 
and there resumed! the practice of his profession. 
At various times he served as president of the 
Board of Education and as county physician, and 
during the World War he was a member of the 
local draft board in charge of physical examina- 
tions. He was also vice-president up to the time 
of his death of the Newton Trust Company, one of 
the leading financial institutions of the county. 

Dr. Hood married, March 27, 1895, Ella L. Vliet, 
a daughter of William Sharp Vliet and a grand- 
daughter of Daniel Vliet. Mrs. Hood is a-mem- 
ber of an old Sussex County family, her ancestors 
settling there in 1665. Her father was born in 
Warren County, and for many years was a suc- 
cessful and well-known contractor and builder in 
Newark, where he died February 11, 1926, having 
married Adelaide Esch, who died at the age of 
fifty-seven years, Mrs. Hood being their only 
child. Dr. and Mrs. Hood were the parents of two 
children: Florence and Charlotte. 

Dr. Hood died at Newton on July 8, 1924, at the 
age of sixty-four years. At the time of his death 
he was survived, besides by his wife and two 
daughters, by one sister and two brothers. In his 
death his family lost a loving and devoted hus- 
band, father and brother, his profession an able 
and representative member, and his community a 
useful and public-spirited citizen. Mrs. Hood has 
continued to make her home, since the death of her 
husband, at No. 26 Linwood Avenue, Newton. 





MARTIN M. BUNN—When Dr. Samuel 
Johnson said “There is nothing which has yet been 
contrived by man by which so much happiness is 
produced as by a good tavern or inn,” he must 
have been thinking of an establishment like the 
one kept at Swartswood, New Jersey, by the late 
Martin M. Bunn. Mr. Bunn was an old-timer who 
believed in making his guests feel at home, and by 
this policy he built up quite a business among trav- 
elers, some of whom occupied high place in the 
political, social and business life of the United 
States. At the death of Mr. Bunn his widow con- 
sidered it incumbent upon herself to continue the 
place at the little lake of Swartswood, and she 
maintained it at its customary high standard. Gov- 
ernor Moore was for several seasons a guest of the 
inn, to mention only one. 

Martin M. Bunn was born in Stillwater Town- 
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ship, Sussex County, in 1844, the son of William 
and Mary Ann (Simons) Bunn. William Bunn 
was an early settler in Stillwater and owned the 
Lakeside Farm of 180 acres at Swartswood. He 
followed farming, and died on his farm. The son, 
Martin M., came into possession of the farm at 
the death of his father. For a time he farmed, but 
eventually sold this place on account of ill health, 
to Frederick Joekle, a New York City lawyer, and 
purchased from John P. Hendershot some acre- 
age at the foot of Swartswood Lake, with an im- 


‘provement known as the Lakeview House. Here 


the innkeeper made a happy home some years for 
his patrons, but time eventually laid a heavy hand 
upon him, and he surrendered his scepter to his 
wife who, for quite a long while, continued the 
establishment. Finally, in June, 1920, she gave it 
up and went to reside at No. 4 Union Place, 
Newton. 

Martin M. Bunn married, in 1871, D. Louise Van 
Horn, daughter of William and Julia Ann (Sid- 
ner) Van Horn. William Van Horn, a farmer of 
Stillwater Township, died there at eighty-four 
years of age; his wife died at the age of sixty- 
three, and both were buried at Newton; their chil- 
dren were four: 1. D. Louise, widow of Martin 
M. Bunn. 2. Robert S., died in Nebraska. 3. Su- 
san M., widow of Philip Congleton, who resides 
with her daughter, Mrs. Edwin M. Quick at New- 
ton. 4. Huldah, died in infancy. The father of Wil- 
liam Van Horn, Abraham Van Horn, was a pros- 
perous farmer of Stillwater Township, and gave 
each of his eight children a farm. He died at the 
age of seventy-five years. His wife, Esther Bell, 
died at seventy-three, and both are buried in Har- 
mony Cemetery, at Stillwater. Their children 
were: Margaret, Catherine, Charlotte, Rhoda, Eliza 
Ann, Henry, Rev. George A. Van Horn, who was 
a Methodist minister, and William, father of Mrs. 
Bunn. 

Mr. Bunn died in 1911 and was buried in the 
Newton Cemetery. He was a genial, kindly man, 
who delighted in smoothing the path of life for 
others, so, if there is anything in the laws of com- 
pensation, a divine power removed the thorns from 
his path into the Other World. 

GEORGE E. LEWIS—Following in the foot- 
steps of his father and his ancestors as farmers 
and dairymen, George E. Lewis has further im- 
proved the possibilities of the farming lands of 
which he is the proprietor in Fredon Township, 
and both in their cultivation and in the raising of 
thoroughbred cattle, he has a place of well-won 
leadership, and has benefited agriculture in its 
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many branches in this section of the State. He is 
a son of James A. and Sarah A. (Coleman) Lewis; 
his grandfather was John Lewis, who lived in 
Warren County, near Johannesburg, where he was 
engaged in farming to the time of his death. James 
A., son of John Lewis, was born in Warren County, 
and upon his removal in 1850 to Sussex County 
he purchased a farm of 200 acres that had been in 
possession of Strater and Dunlap families. He be- 
came one of the best known residents of Stillwater 
Township, and continued farming to the time of 
his death, at fifty-two years of age. His wife died 
at the age of seventy-two years, and both are 
buried at the Yellow Frame Church Cemetery. 
They had twelve children: 1, Nathan, who is now 
deceased. 2. Isabella, widow of George Puder. 3. 
Emily, who married Obadiah Van Horn, and they 
reside at Stillwater. 4. Celia, married Joel W. 
Huff, of Scranton, Pennsylvania. 5. John A., de- 
ceased. 6, Hannah, married Aaron Huff, and they 
reside in California. 7. Charles, resides at Still- 
water. 8. George E., of whom further. 9. Laura, 
married Andrew Yetter. 10. Ella, deceased, mar- 
ried Rev. Sloat, a Methodist minister. 11. Evaline. 
12. Irving, deceased. 

George E. Lewis was born August 18, 1860, in 
Stillwater Township, Sussex County, where he at- 
tended the public schools. He was afterwards a 
resident for two years of northwestern Kansas, 
three years in Massachusetts, and a year in Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania; and in 1896 he purchased 
his father’s farm in Stillwater Township, where 
he was born, and where he has since lived. This 
farm is now in Fredon Township. 

Mr. Lewis is one of the best known dairymen in 
Sussex County, and for many years he possessed a 
fine herd of Holstein cattle. One of the prom- 
inent citizens of this county, he has served for nine 
years as a member of Fredon Township School 
Board; and he is a member of the Stillwater Pres- 
byterian Church, and has been elder for a number 
of years. 

George E. Lewis married Stella Hetzel, daughter 
of Jeddiah and Jane (Hunt) Hetzel, and they 
have two children: 1. J. Linn a merchant of 
shoes and gentlemen’s furnishings at Newton, No. 
110 Spring Street; he married Pauline Bunker, 
and they reside at No. 43 Linwood Avenue. 2. 
Harry L. who is engaged in the fruit and poultry 
business near Newton; he married Mabel Knox 
and they have one son, George. 





JAMES A. LEWIS—Prominent and active in 
every popular cause for the general advancement 
of Sussex County, James A. Lewis, county treas- 
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urer, maintains the direction of the affairs of that 
important office with the efficiency of the public- 
spirited official. Mr. Lewis throughout his career 
has had charge of extensive business interests, 
and his training and experience have well justified 
the trust imposed upon him by his constituency. 
Mr. Lewis is a scion of an old family of the 
name, long associated with civic and agricultural 
activities. John Lewis, first of the name, resided 
in Warren County, near Johannesburg, where he 
engaged in farming throughout his career. His 
son, James A. Lewis, was a native of Warren 
County, and upon his removal to Sussex County, 
in 1850, he purchased of the Strater and Dunlap 
families a 200-acre farm, and became one of the 
leading residents of Stillwater Township. He died 
when he was fifty-two years old, and his wife died 
at the age of seventy-two years, and both are buried 
in the cemetery of the Yellow Frame Church. 
They had twelve children: 1. Nathan, deceased. 
2. Isabella, widow of George Puder. 3. Emily, 
who resides in Stillwater, married Obadiah Van 
Horn. 4. Celia, married Joel A. Huff, of Scranton, 
Pennsylvania. 5. John A., born October 13, 1854, 
in Stillwater Township, Sussex County, and was 
a farmer in Stillwater Township, and later in 
Fredon Township. He died August 31, 1922, and 
is buried in Stillwater. He married Elizabeth 
Willson, daughter of Abijah Willson, and she re- 
sides at Tranquility, in Sussex County. He was 
a Democrat in his political convictions, and his re- 
ligious faith was that of the Presbyterian Church. 
Their children: James A., of whom further, 
George, who resides at Florida, Orange County, 
New York; Jennie A., who married Theodore 
Hunt, of Hunt’s Mills, Sussex County. 6. Han- 
nah, married Aaron Huff, and they reside in Cali- 
fornia. 7. Charles, resides at Stillwater. 8. George 
E., whose biographical sketch precedes this. 9. 
Laura, married Andrew Yetter. 10. Ella, deceased, 
married Rev. Mr. Sloat, a clergyman of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. 11. Evaline. 12. Irving, 
deceased. 

James A. Lewis was born March 16, 1881, in 
Frelinghuysen Township, Warren County, and he 
attended the district schools of Fredon Township, 
and was afterwards graduated at Newton Business 
College in August, 1905. Mr. Lewis then entered 
the employ of the Windsor Lime Company, so con- 
tinuing for about two years, when he became asso- 
ciated with the Newton Slate Company and the S. 
H. Hopkins Lumber Company business, of whose 
office he had charge for about seven years. He 
then joined the interests of the Hart & Iliff Com- 
pany, with whom he continued for eight years, or 
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until January, 1922, when he received his first ap- 
pointment as county treasurer of Sussex County, 
receiving his present reappointment January I, 1925. 

A Democrat in his political views, Mr. Lewis 
with vote and influence supports the principles of 
that party, and he has served as treasurer of the 
Democratic County Committee since 1922. He is 
also treasurer of the Sinking Fund Commission 
of the county of Sussex. Fraternally, Mr. Lewis 
is affiliated with the Newton Lodge, No. 1512, Be- 
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and with 
Pulaski Lodge, No. 103, Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, of Sussex, New Jersey. His re- 
ligious faith is that of the Presbyterian church, 
and since 1911, he has served as treasurer of the 
Presbyterian Brotherhood of the Presbyterian 
Church at Newton. 

James A. Lewis married, October 11, 1913, Mary 
E. Backster, daughter of J. Frank and Isabella 
(Carman) Backster, of Newton. Mrs. Lewis died 
June 13, 1910. 


CLARKSON ATWOOD CRANMER—Clark- 
son A. Cranmer, one of the most prominent and 
able lawyers in the township of Somerville, New 
Jersey, and a man who has always taken a keen 
and active interest in all civic and community 
affairs, was born here February 7, 1895. Mr. 
Cranmer is a son of Rev. William Stockton Cran- 
mer and Abbie (Atwood) Cranmer, the latter of 
Cape Cod, Chatham, both of whom are descendants 
of prominent New Jersey people. 

Clarkson A. Cranmer received his early educa- 
tion in the public and high schools of the town in 
which he was born, and he later attended Rutgers 
College, from which he graduated with the class of 
1916, when he received the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts. On the semester immediately following he 
enrolled for his legal training at the New York 
Law School, but his work was interrupted by the 
war, during which he served as ensign in the navy. 
He later continued his studies along these same 
lines at the Newark Law School; and during the 
month of February, 1920, he was admitted to the 
New Jersey bar. Mr. Cranmer at once formed a 
partnership with another of Somerville’s able law- 
yers, H. K. Gaston, and under the firm name 
of Gaston & Cranmer they are today carrying ona 
most successful general practice. 

Mr. Cranmer saw active service in the United 
States Navy in which he enlisted during the month 
of May, 1917. After a period of instruction in 
camp in the United States, he was assigned to 
duty at Queenstown, England, where he saw active 
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service with the American subchaser flotilla, a 
base for which had been established at that city. 
Mr. Cranmer was rated an Ensign, United States 
Navy; and he was mustered out of active service 
January 2, 1919, and out of the United States 
Naval Reserve May 8, 1921. 

Mr. Cranmer has been active in the political life 
of this borough and is, of course, a member of the 
Somerset County Bar Association and also the 
New Jersey State Bar Association. He has also 
been active in his club and social life; for he has 
continued his membership in the college fraternity 
of Beta Theta Phi; he is the present treasurer and 
secretary of the Raritan Valley Country Club; he 
is a member of the Bachelors Club; and also of 
the Exchange Club of Somerville. 

Clarkson A. Cranmer married, March 30, 1921, 
Margaret Lord, a daughter of Thomas N. and 
Sarah (Wallace) Lord, of Alhambra, California. 
Mr. and Mrs. Cranmer reside at No. 320 East 
Main Street, Somerville, in which borough they 
attend the First Dutch Reformed Church. Mr. 
and Mrs. Cranmer have a daughter, Sarah Abi- 
gail, born May 13, 1923. 


GEORGE E. HURSH—One of the best known 
men of Sussex County, who, after thirty-nine 
years of successful farming, lived retired at New- 
ton, Sussex County, New Jersey, until his death on 
October 20, 1926, Mr. Hursh owned and operated 
a fine 200-acre farm in Sandyston Township, Sus- 
sex County, known as the Pine Hill Farm, did gen- 
eral farming, conducted dairying operations, culti- 
vated fruit, and made his farm known to several 
States through shipments of young pups which he 
bred on the farm. 

John Hursh, great-grandfather of Mr. Hursh, 
was a farmer of Sussex County, located in Sandy- 
ston Township, where he reared a family of chil- 
dren: George; John; Anthony, of whom further ; 
Caroline; Susan; Jacob; Maria; and Margaret. 
Of these, all went West to Ohio and Indiana, ex- 
cept Anthony. He was born in Sandyston Town- 
ship, Sussex County, New Jersey, received his edu- 
cation there, then learned the blacksmith’s trade, 
which he followed for many years at Hainesville, 
where he was a pioneer in this business, and where 
he died in 1847. He married Hannah De Pue, who 
died in 1848, aged about fifty-seven years, and they 
were the parents of children: Benjamin D., of fur- 
ther mention; Osee; Lydia; Maria; George; Su- 
san; and four children who died in infancy. 

Benjamin D. Hursh, son of Anthony and Han- 
nah (De Pue) Hursh, was born in Sandyston 
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Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, Septem- 
ber 5, 1815, and received his education in the pub- 
lic schools of his birthplace. During the early 
years of his life he worked at his trade, that of 
the cabinet maker, but after a few years he became 
the proprietor of a general store in Layton, New 
Jersey, which he successfully conducted for a 
period of sixteen years. He had always longed for 
a farm of his own, however, and for the open-air 
life of the farmer. Accordingly, after sixteen 
years of mercantile life he went to farming and 
continued in that activity to the time of his death, 
which occurred September 16, 1800. He married, 
October 5, 1830, Anna Shay, daughter of John and 
Sarah (Whiting) Shay, and granddaughter of Tim- 
othy and Mary (Drake) Shay. Benjamin D. and 
Anna (Shay) Hursh were the parents of the follow- 
ing children: 1. Emily. 2.JohnS. 3. WarrenC. 4. 
Mary Irene. 5. Anna Mary. 6. Arthur. 7. George 
E., of whom further. 8. Seeley E. 9. Benjamin 
B. 10. Annie. 

George E. Hursh, son of Benjamin D. and Anna 
(Shay) Hursh, the last survivor of their large 
family of children, was born at Layton, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, September 21, 1851, and re- 
ceived his education in the public schools of his 
home district. When his school training was 
completed he remained on the home farm until he 
was twenty-two years of age, and then purchased 
his father’s farm at Layton, continuing there as 
owner now instead of assistant. For thirty-nine 
years he tilled the broad acres of that big farm, 
which became widely known as the “Pine Hill 
Farm.” There were 200 acres of land in all, some 
of which was used for grazing, part of which was 
wooded, and much of which was under cultiva- 
tion. Mr. Hursh conducted a dairy farm along 
with his general farming operations, and also 
raised poultry. He planted a fine apple orchard, 
which is still in bearing condition, and he made his 
farm and its buildings one of the show places of 
Sussex County. For some years he was interested 
in breeding dogs, too, and Pine Hill Farm became 
known to the residents of several States as the 
place where fine pups could be procured. When 
advancing years made relief from the heavy re- 
sponsibilities of the management of so large a farm 
desirable, Mr. Hursh removed to the village of 
Layton and spent two and a half years there, and 
the next ten years of his retirement he spent on 
the farm where he was born, in the village of Lay- 
ton. On November 5, 1925, however, he removed 
to No. 32 Mill Street, in Newton, Sussex County, 
New Jersey, and there he spent the remainder of 
his well-earned years of leisure and of freedom 
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from the cares of former years. He was a “gen- 
tleman of the old school,” who during the long 
years of his busy and happy life made for himself 
a host of friends. Well informed, keenly intelli- 
gent, a careful and voluminous reader, he always 
took an active interest in public affairs, and was 
always willing to contribute his share to the official 
conduct of the community’s work, but his chief 
interest was with the affairs of the Grange. He 
was one of the organizers and a charter member 
of the Grange of Layton, and was its secretary for 
ten years. He and his family gave the building in 
which the Grange meets in Layton, but later he re- 
signed from this organization and joined the Mon- 
tague Grange, of which he and his wife were ac- 
tive members. He was a charter member of the 
county Grange and its secretary for three years. 
He was elected Master but never served because of 
his removal to Newton at that time. 

George E. Hursh married, November 13, 1873, 
Mary Alice Rosenkrans, who was born February 8, 
1854, daughter of Alfred and Elizabeth (Struble) 
Rosenkrans. Mr. and Mrs. Hursh became the 
parents of the following children: 1. Anna Es- 
telle, died young. 2. Benjamin D., who is living at 
Stroudsburg, married Carrie Motz. 3. Belva Alice, 
died at the age of two years. 4. Emily, married 
Jason G. Spurgenburg, and resides at Layton. 5. 
Ella, married George S. Elliot, and they reside at 
Middletown, New York. 6. Catharine A. (Kate), 
married Ira Stoll (q. v.), and they are living in 
Sandyston Township, west of Layton, along the 
Delaware River. 7. Roscoe C., married Mary A. 
Utter, and they reside at Hainesville, Sussex 
County, New Jersey. 

George E. Hursh passed away October 20, 1926, 
at his home on Mill Street, Newton, New Jersey, 
where he had been in failing health for some time. 
Funeral services were held at his late home and 
interment was made in Hainesville Cemetery. 


IRA STOLL—Few citizens of the community 
have been more active in the promotion of its best 
interests than has Ira Stoll, prominent farmer and 
dairyman, who resides in Sandyston Township, 
Sussex County, New Jersey. Mr. Stoll is a mem- 
ber of a family that has long been identified with 
the affairs of this county, where the name of Stoll 
has always commanded the respect and admiration 
of other citizens. 

George E. Stoll, father of Ira Stoll, was the son 
of Oakley Stoll, who for many years resided in 
Walpack Township, Sussex County, and followed 
the occupation of farming. Oakley Stoll died in 
Walpack Township, having been survived by the 
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following children: Jeremiah, Remembrence, Rob- 
ert and George E. Stoll. George E. Stoll likewise 
engaged as a farmer in Walpack Township for a 
number of years, but removed, in 1873, to Sandy- 
ston Township, and subsequently erected there the 
fine residence which is now the home of his son, 
Ira. He also purchased from Peter Myers the 
farm then owned by the latter, which contains 218 
acres of rich land; this farm was formerly the 
property of the Fisher family, and is generally 
known as the old Fisher homestead. George E. 
Stoll served as a member of the board of Educa- 
tion, and was a pioneer member of the Grange. 
He was married to Mary Burmell, daughter of 
David and Catherine (Smith) Burmell. Children: 
Allen, died in his eighteenth year; Frank, now a 
resident of the city of Brooklyn, New York ‘State, 
who is in the employ of the Brooklyn Botanical 
Gardens; Ira, of whom further. 

Ira Stoll, third son and child of George E. and 
Mary (Burmell) Stoll, was born on the family 
homestead in Sandyston Township, Sussex County, 
New Jersey, on June 11, 1886. After the passing 
of his early childhood, he became a student in the 
local public schools, receiving therein a sound, 
practical education. Having always remained upon 
the farm of his father, when the latter died and 
was buried in the old Mettler Cemetery in 1896, 
Ira, with the assistance of his brother, attended to 
the management of the homestead, which Ira pur- 
chased in 1908, and thereon engages in farming on 
a large scale, operating a modern dairy business 
on the same premises. For the past fifteen years 
Mr. Stoll has allotted much time to the local School 
Board, of which he is one of the most influential 
members, and has served as the president of that 
board for the past six years. He has also given 
to the community about twenty years as a member 
of the town committee. A popular member of fra- 
ternal organizations, he is affiliated with the 
Grange, having been for a period of ten years Mas- 
ter of the Layton Grange, is now Overseer of Mon- 
tague Grange, and has served for two years as a 
deputy of the last named organization, and is now 
Master (1927). Heis also a member of the Junior 
Order United American Mechanics; and is a de- 
vout attendant of the Dutch Reformed Church. 

On December 1, 1906, Ira Stoll was united in 
marriage to Catharine A. (Kate) Hursh, daughter 
of the late George E. Hursh (q.v.), and Mary 
Alice (Rosenkrans) Hursh. To Mr. and Mrs. Stoll 
have been born three children: Alice, Alberta, and 
Earl. 
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WARREN H. SMITH, M. D.—A physician 
who, in the course of his successful practice at 
Newton and the county itself, has become actively 
associated with the varied interests of community 
progress, Dr. Warren H. Smith is one of the fore- 
most physicians in this part of the State, his at- 
tainments in his profession and his public-spirited 


‘qualities being widely recognized. Dr. Warren H. 


Smith, who is the son of Harry H. Smith, a mer- 
chant at Atlantic City, was born June 1, 1874, at 
Atlantic City, and he was graduated from high 
school and from Pennington Seminary. Matricu- 
lating at Hahnemann Medical College, in Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania, he was graduated there in the 
class of 1809 with the degree of Doctor of Medi- 
cine, and during the following year served as an 
interne at the Metropolitan Hospital, at Blackwell’s 
Island. After practicing for a year in Philadelphia 
he came to Newton in January, 1902, where he es- 
tablished himself in general practice, with office 
and residence at No. 91 Main Street. 

For eighteen years Dr. Smith held the office of 
president of the Board of Health of Newton, and 
he served nine years as a member of the School 
Board. He is a member of the Sussex County 
Medical Society, the Newton Club, and the Sussex 
County Country Club. 

Fraternally, Dr. Smith is affiliated with Har- 
mony Lodge, No. 8, Free and Accepted Masons; 
Baldwin Chapter, No. 17, Royal Arch Masons; 
DeMolay Commandery, No. 6. Knights Templar; 
and Salaam Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine. 

Dr. Warren H. Smith married, in 1902, Edith M. 
Oldfather, who was born in Eaton, Ohio, and they 
have two children: Harry H. Smith, who was 
graduated from Cornell University with the class 
of 1923; and Dorothy O. Smith, a student. 





WILLIAM C. BROOKS—One of the best 
known and most successful fruit growers of Sus- 
sex County is William C. Brooks, who purchased 
the original Ogden farm, near Ogdensburg, in 
1905, and since that time has been successfully 
engaged in growing several fine varieties of apples. 
He also operated a dairy for several years, during 
the period in which his apple trees were growing, 
but he later sold the dairy and since that time has 
devoted his attention to fruit. In addition to his 
fruit growing activities, Mr. Brooks is also engaged 
in the fire insurance business, representing several 
of the old established fire insurance companies and 
having his office in his home. 

Daniel Brooks, grandfather of William C. 
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Brooks, was born in England, but came to this 
country as a young man, and in 1819 settled in 
Pike County, Pennsylvania, where, with his broth- 
er-in-law, he purchased 3,000 acres of land, located 
near Dingman’s Ferry. Here he built a woolen 
mill, the first to be erected in this section of the 
country, and the stone walls of its foundations 
were still standing in recent years. This tract of 
land was later sold by Daniel Brooks and _ his 
brother-in-law to the Childs family of Philadel- 
phia, and after the death of Mr. Childs, a large 
portion of this land was made into a park and 
deeded by Mrs. Childs to the State of Pennsyl- 
vania. While operating this woolen mill at Ding- 
man’s Ferry, Mr. Brooks also built another woolen 
mill at Sparta, Sussex County, New Jersey, and 
for a time operated both mills. Some five years 
after the erection of the Sparta mill, however, he 
removed to Sparta Township, leased the Robert 
Fowler farm near Ogdensburg, and engaged in 
farming there. He continued his farming opera- 
tions there until a short time before the outbreak 
of the Civil War, when he removed to Apple 
River, Illinois, where he died at the age of seven- 
ty-six years. His children, all of whom are now 
deceased, were: 1. Mary Ann, who married Ed- 
ward Hurst. 2. Joseph. 3. Daniel, of further 
mention. 4. Sophia, who married William Stid- 
worthy. 5. John D. 6. James L. 

Daniel Brooks (2), son of Daniel Brooks, was 
born at Dingman’s, Pike County, Pennsylvania, in 
December, 1836, and removed with his parents to 
the Fowler Farm, near Ogdensburg, when he was 
sixteen years of age. He later leased the Fowler 
Farm, and was successfully engaged in general 
farming operations there to the time of his death, 
which occurred in 1910. He is buried in Sparta. 
He married Sarah Caffery, daughter of William 
Caffery, who survived her husband until June 9, 
1915, when she died, and was buried beside her 
husband in Sparta. They were the parents of 
three sons: 1. William C., of further mention. 2. 
Elmer, a sketch of whom follows. 3. Harry W., 
who resides at Midland Park, New Jersey; married 
Julia Weaver, and they have one daughter, Bessie, 
who married Edward Ball. 

William C. Brooks, son of Daniel and Sarah 
(Caffery) Brooks, was born on the homestead farm 
in Sparta Township, Sussex County, New Jersey, 
and received his education in the local public 
schools. He remained on the home farm until he 
was nineteen years of age and then joined the great 
throng of young men who at that time were seek- 
ing their fortune in the West. He engaged in the 
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produce business in Illinois and Wisconsin and 
remained in the West for about twenty years. At 
the end of that time, however, he returned East 
and located first at Paterson, New Jersey, where 
he remained for two years. He then went to 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, for a year, after which 
he accepted a position as superintendent of the 
estate of John S. Huyler, the candy manufacturer, 
of Hyde Park, on the Hudson. This last position 
he efficiently filled for a period of ten years, and 
then, in 1905, came back to Sussex County, New 
Jersey. Here he purchased of the Franklin Iron 
Company, the old Ogden farm which was “taken 
up” by Robert Ogden in 1765, and which is 
located near the present town of Ogdensburg, and 
here he engaged in operating a dairy farm. While 
conducting his dairy farm, however, he was care- 
fully planting choice varieties of apples and other 
fruits, and when these had arrived at a good pro- 
ductive age he sold his dairy and devoted his time 
to fruit growing and marketing. He has some 
fine orchards of apples which include the finest 
varieties planted by himself and cultivated to their 
present productiveness by his own hands. He is 
an expert in this field and as the years pass, 
modern methods and skillful handling have greatly 
increased the value of these crops. He is a member 
of Amcia Lodge, No. 25, Free and Accepted Masons, 
of Shullsburg, Wisconsin. In addition to fruit- 
growing activities, he also is conducting a prosper- 
ous fire insurance business, representing several of 
the oldest and best known fire insurance companies 
and having his office in his home. 

William C. Brooks was married, in October, 
1895, to Winnie L. White, daughter of James R. 
and Susan (MacDonald). White. Mrs. Brooks 
was reared and educated in Chicago, Illinois, and 
taught German in a high school for three terms 
prior to her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Brooks are 
the parents of two children: 1. Nau Ila, who 
married Harry Simpson, June 26, 1926, and resides 
with her husband’s family, well known farmers of 
Sussex County. 2. William C., Jr., who is attend- 
ing school. 





ELMER BROOKS—Well known among the 
prominent and successful farmers and dairymen 
of Sussex County is Elmer Brooks, who has been 
the owner of 160 acres of the old Robert Ogden 
farm since 1900 and was born in the same house 
in which he now lives, situated near Ogdensburg. 
He was one of the organizers of the borough of 
Ogdensburg and has always been active in for- 
warding the interests of that borough. See pre- 
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ceding sketch of William C. Brooks for family 
genealogy. 

Elmer Brooks, son of Daniel and Sarah (Caf- 
fery) Brooks, was born on the homestead farm 
near Ogdensburg, in Sparta Township, Sussex 
County, New Jersey, and received his education in 
the public schools of his native district. He was 
employed at home with his father for a time, but 
later learned the carpenter’s trade, which he fol- 
lowed in Sussex for a few years. Still later he 
went to Paterson, New Jersey, where for three 
years he was successfully engaged in the soft 
drink business. City life was not altogether to his 
liking, however, and after three years of close 
attention to his business in Paterson, he returned 
to the place of his birth, the old Ogden Farm in 
Sparta Township, now included in the borotigh of 
Ogdensburg. This is one of thé old historic land- 
marks of Sussex County, dating back to 1765, when 
Robert Ogden “took up” his big tract of land here, 
and built the farm house, the foundations of which, 
with the greater part of the house itself, and its 
massive fireplaces, are still in use. Much has been 
written concerning this old place. Robert Ogden 
was a slave holder and one local history relates a 
story of how Robert Ogden’s slaves were bound 
and robbed by a gang known as the ‘Moody gang.” 
An old whipping post with the staple to which the 
slave was tied to receive punishment is still shown, 
and taken altogether the place is one of special in- 
terest. Here Elmer Brooks purchased 160 acres of 
land, and here he has continued to engage in dairy- 
ing and farming to the present time (1926). For 
more than a quarter of a century now he has heen 
one of the active and progressive citizens of this 
section of Sussex County. He was one of the or- 
ganizers of the borough of Ogdensburg and a 
member of its first council, and he has always been 
one of the most active in promoting the interests 
of the borough. In sports as in business and civic 
affairs he has been a leader. In his younger days 
he was a well-known ball pitcher, and for six 
years served in that capacity on the Ogdensburg 
team. Politically, he gives his support to the prin- 
ciples and the candidates of the Republican party. 
His religious affiliation is with the Presbyterian 
Church of Ogdensburg, which he has served for 
many years as a member of the board of trustees. 

Elmer Brooks married Alice Fowler, daughter 
of Ogden Fowler and member of the old Fowler 
family of Sussex County. She died in May, 1912, 
and is buried at Sparta. Mr. and Mrs. Brooks 
became the parents of one son, Harry Ogden 
Brooks, who married Carrie Roof, and they are 
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the parents of seven children: Dorothy, Alice, 
Marion, Adelaide, Mildred, George, and William. 

Harry Ogden Brooks is employed by the Susque- 
hanna and Western Railroad Company as operator 
at the Swartswood, Sussex County, station. 


O. G. SCHULTZ—As general manager and 
treasurer of the Morris County Traction Company, 
O. G. Schultz is the right man in the right place, 
for he was reared in the midst of big projects in 
construction, and trained from boyhood for the 
handling of big tasks. His father built the first 
steel bridge west of the Alleghanies, and in “Pitts- 
Powerful’ his boyhood was _ spent. 
Trained abroad as a metallurgist he began his ca- 
reer as a mining engineer in the West, and followed 
this experience by engineering work in South 
America. He has been identified with the Morris 
County Traction Company since 1909, and a resi- 
dent of Morristown since I9QI0. 

O. G. Schultz was born in Brooklyn, New York, 
son of C. J. and Louise (Hatrey) Schultz. His 
father was a bridge builder of note, a man of rec- 
ognized ability and originality, and builder of the 
first steel bridge west of the Alleghany Mountains. 
The son was reared in an atmosphere of construc- 
tive activity, for in addition to the fact that his 
father was engaged in the handling of big projects 
there is also the fact that while he was a small 
child his parents removed to Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania and in that city of huge enterprises and 
mammoth construction work he grew to young 
manhood. When his early and preparatory edu- 
cation was completed he was sent to Freiburg, Ger- 
many, where he became a student in the Univer- 
sity of Freiburg, from which he was graduated 
with the metallurgical class in 1879. After gradu- 
ation he returned to this country and spent three 
years in the Far West as a mining engineer, then 
went into his father’s structural bridge plant in 
Pittsburgh. Upon the retirement of his father he 
and his brother took over the business, which they 
operated until 1901, when they were consolidated 
with the American Bridge Company. Mr. Schultz 
remained with the new organization until 1905, and 
then went to South America, where he was en- 
gaged in special engineering work for two years. 
At the end of that time he returned to Pittsburgh 
and opened an office as consulting engineer. In 
December, 1909, he became associated with the 
Morris County Traction Company and the Morris 
Railroad, as general manager and treasurer, and 
that connection has been maintained to the present 
time (1927): During the more than sixteen years 
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which have passed since he took charge of the road 
a transformation has been wrought. When he took 
over the management the road was in a very low 
financial condition, its rolling stock and equipment 
were worn out and out-of-date, and even the road- 
bed itself was in poor repair. The old equipment 
has been replaced with new and modern stock, new 
cars, designed largely by Mr. Schultz with the aim 
of eliminating heavy cost and increasing comfort 
and service, replaced the old heavy rolling stock, 
and in every possible respect the road was modern- 
ized and placed on a sound and serviceable basis. 
During the past five years the entire system has 
been equipped with automatic signals, and the road 
itself has been rebuilt. Mr. Schultz has worked 
hard to make of his road one of the best in the 
State, and he has fully succeeded in achieving his 
aim. 

Fraternally, Mr. Schultz is identified with Cres- 
cent Lodge, No. 576, Free and Accepted Masons, 
and he is a life member of Valley of Pittsburgh 
Consistory. He is a member of the Spring Brook 
Club, of the Young Men’s Christian Association, 
and of other local organizations, and his religious 
affiliation is with the Presbyterian Church. As a 
public-spirited citizen he is always ready to give 
support to those projects which seem to him to be 
wisely planned for the advancement of the general 
interest of the community, and he has a host of 
friends in Morristown and vicinity. ; 

O. G. Schultz was married, in 1884, to Anna 
Thompson, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She died 
in 1913, leaving three sons: 1. Carl D., who is an 
attorney of Washington, Pennsylvania. 2. Andrew 
T., general manager of the Helena Light and Rail- 
way Company at Helena, Montana. 3. William R., 
who resides in Morristown, New Jersey, and is 
chief engineer in the employ of the Morris County 
Traction Company. 


JACOB R. STOLL—tThe true value of the life 
and influence of the citizenship of Jacob R. Stoll 
can be rightly computed only by those who were 
aware of his thorough and generous’ interest in 
whatsoever concerned the welfare of Newton, its 
people, its institutions, its industrial life, and its 
religious advancement. He was an agriculturist of 
the foremost type, and one whose diversified gifts 
therein were notably exemplified in his inventions 
that are of aid to the farmer everywhere. As a 
man of public spirit, he discerned the needs of his 
community, and he liberally shared in all work for 
civic betterment and progress. 

Jacob R. Stoll was born November 16, 1851, in 
Hampton Township, Sussex County, and died Janu- 
ary 2, 1917, at the residence, No. 35 Clinton Street, 
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Newton. His grandfather was John Stoll, a pioneer 
of Hampton Township, and who died in Frank- 
ford; and his children were: Ephraim, Robert J.; 
Hall, a veteran of the Civil War; Willard, of 
whom further; Thomas. 

Willard Stoll, father of Jacob R. Stoll, was born 
in Frankford Township, was an excellent mechanic 
and a wheelwright by trade, following his calling 
in Hampton Township. Later, removing to Brad- 
ford County, Pennsylvania, he purchased a farm 
and engaged in the cultivation of the soil, a calling 
that he followed to the close of his useful life, his 
death taking place in 1876; he married Mary Roof, 
daughter of Jacob Roof, who married a Struble. 
Their children were: Henry R., who died at 
thirty-five years of age; Jacob R., of whom fur- 
ther; Stephen A., and John C., both of whom 
reside in Bradford County, Pennsylvania; Clara 
J., who married Levi McCabe, and who also resides 
in Bradford County; Jackson, who died at six 
years of age. 

Jacob R. Stoll at two years of age was taken by 
his grandfather, Jacob Roof, with whom he lived 
and was reared. He engaged in farming in Hamp- 
ton Township until 1912, when he came to Newton 
where he remained to the time of his death. He 
was one of the most methodical and successful 
farmers in this part of the State, and being of a 
mechanical and inventive turn of mind, he invented 
in 1877, the well known and universally used Stoll 
corn planter. Mr. Stoll at first manufactured this 
invention on his farm; but when he removed to 
Newton he built a shop, where he continued to 
produce the corn planter. He was also well known 
in Northwestern New Jersey among the dairymen. 

A Democrat in his political views, Mr. Stoll has 
capably served his township as committeeman and 
in other township offices, such as the treasurership 
of Hampton; and he was also president of the 
Baleville Cemetery Association. He was a prom- 
inent member of the Baleville Christian Church. 
He was a charter member of Enterprise Grange, 
and had served as its first overseer. 

Jacob R. Stoll married, December 14, 1874, Effie 
C. Swartswelder, daughter of Matthias and Mar- 
garet (Losey) Swartswelder; her grandfather was 
George Swartswelder. There were two children: 
1. Stephen J., born October 23, 1875, is a carpenter, 
and resides at Irvington, New Jersey; he married 
Grace Kitheart, and they have one son, Byron Stoll. 
2. Laura M., who married Richmond S. Martin, 
deceased, a biography of whom follows. Mrs. 
Jacob R. Stoll, who is a member of Enterprise 
Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, at Newton, resides 
at No. 35 Clinton Street. 
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